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ADVERTISEMENT 


To THE 
THIRD EDITION. 


7 MUST intreat the purchaſers of the former editions, 

to excuſe the freedom I have taken, in making ſeveral 
confiderable additions to this. It has been done at the per- 
ſuaſſon of ſome judicious friends, who apprehended the piece 
might be. more uſeful, and leſs unworthy of the public 
patronage, if it touched upon ſome very intereſting ſubjectt, 
hitherto emitted. As I had no wiews, but to render the 
performance more pleaſing and ſerviceable ; no reader, I 
bope, will be offendtd at my practice, or complain of it as 
injurious. Newertheleſi, as I would willingly avoid, 
whatever might ſeem to ſtand in need of an ArOLoOer ; 
T de fire leave to declare, that no future enlargements, or 4 
terations, ſhall be ſuffered to depreciate avhat, with the 
deepeſt gratitude for their paſt encouragement, 1 now commit 
to the candor of t the public. 


It is owing to the delicate de Hen, the eloquent pencil, ind 
the fill more amiable candeſcenſion, of the very ingenious 
Dr. Wal, an eminent phyſician at Worceſter, that I am 
enabled to preſent my readers with the two beautiful and 
inſtructiue Frontiſpieces.—fnd that this work is thus 
elegantly adorned, without making any other advance in the 
price, than what unavoidably ariſes from the additional num- 
ber of ſheets, is owing to the generefity of my honoured friend, 
Sir THomwas DxuRY, Bart. Who, at his own expence,. 

furniſhed theſe copper-plates, engraved by one of the fine 
A2. hands 
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euliar ſatisfaction in acknowledging, not only as it is a fin- 
gular honour to the author, and his performance; but 
as it is alſo a pleaſing and authentic pro. that chriſ- 
tianity has it's patrons in the ſuperior flations of life : that 
there are perſons, who think it no diſgrace to their diſtin- 
guiſhed rank and ample fortune, to countenance even the 
aveakeſt attempt, for promoting the intereſts of true religion. 


A, for the MONUMENTAL plate, having confidered the . 
moſt material circumſtances pretty largely (ſee p. 22, and 
23.) ; I ſhould have added nothing more in this advertiſe- 
ment, had it not been to point out an important Mon ar, ; 
ſuggeſted in the Ax us of the two families; noi expreſſed in the 
monument itſelf, but purpoſely inſertedin the enſuing draught, 
Il will on the firſt inſpection be obſerved, that the eſcutcheon 
is rent in ſunder, 10 intimate the difſolution.of the near re- 
lation once ſo happily ſubſiſting. he fragment. fall ro the 
bottom of the plate, as things comparatively. of very ſmall 
conſequence. * The motto, SUBLIM1ORA PETA Vs“, has 
not only a ſignificant reference to the device of the family 
arms, to which it is annexed ; but may be confidered, as 
ſtanding in a beautiful connection with that celeſtial crown, 
plated at the top: placed at the top, as the GREAT $UB- 
LIME OBJECT, TO THE PURSUIT OF WHICH all, abb 
may in future generations bear thoſe Ax us, and all, who 
now behold them, are by theſe elevatin g wy  affetti- 
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2 THE 
OF THE 
| Rev. Mr. Fames Hervey. 


"\HIS amiable Chriſtian and excellent Miniſter was: 
born on Friday the 26th of February, 1713-14, at 
Harding fone, a country village, one mile from North- 
ampten ; his father being then miniſter of the pariſh of 
Collingtree, within two miles of Harding fone. His firſt 
inſtruction was from his mother, who taught him his. 
letters, and. to read. Under her 'tuition he continued 
till he was ſeven years of age ; when he was ſent, as a. 
day-ſcholar, to the free grammar-ſchool at Northampton. 


At this ſchool he remained till he was 17 years old. 
and learned the Latin and Greek languages; in which 
his genius and memory would have enabled him to have- 
made a much earlier progreſs, if it had not been pre- 
vented by his ſchoolmaſter, who would not ſuffer him,, 
or any other of his ſcholars, to learn faſter than his own, 
ſon. Whilſt Mr. Hervey was at ſchool, though he ſnew- 
ed a remarkable dexterity at all the innocent games. 
uſual among children ; yet he had an indifference, un- 
common among boys, for the acquiſitions he made by. 
them, which he purſued only for exerciſe and amuſement. 

In the year 1731, at the age of 17, he was ſent by his. 
father to Oxford, and was entered of Lincoln-College,, 
under the tuition. of the reverend Mr, Hutchins... He 

A3. , reſided 
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"reſided in the univerſity. ſeven years, yet only took the 


degree of bachelor of arts. The firſt two or three years 
he ſpent with ſome degree of indolence, or rather leſs 
application to his ſtudies than he afterwards uſed. But 
in 1737, about his 19th year, becoming acquainted 
with ſome perſons, who began to diſtinguiſh themſelves 
by their ſerious impreſſions of religion, and their zeal 


for the promotion of it, he was engaged, by their influ- 


ence, in a ſtricter attachment both to piety and learning; 
of the former there gre conſpicuous marks in his letters 
written to his ſiſter, in the years 1733, 1734, and 1735: 


And of the latter, in the courſe of his labours. 


He made himſelf maſter of Dr. James Keill's Anato- 
my, Dr. Derham's Phyfico- theology and Aftro-theology, the 
Spectacle de la Nature, as tranſlated by Humphreys; which 
laſt work he read with a peculiar ſatisfaction. Nor was 
he leſs delighted by the * Eſſay on Pope's Odyſſey, writ- 
ten by the reverend Mr. Spence, prebendary of Durham ; 
to which elegant and judicious diſcourfe Mr. Hervey of 
ten acknowledged that he owed more of his improve- 
ment in ſtyle and compoſition, than to my other which: 
he had ever read. 

In 1734, at the perſuaſ ion of a dad friend, 
he began. to learn the Hebrew language, without any 
teacher, by the We/ftminſter Grammar; which, by cloſe 
application, he made himſelf a complete maſter of. 


He had ſtrong prepoſſeſſions againſt the important 
doctrine of juſtification by faith in the imputed righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt; but they were happily removed, as he 
acknowledges, in a note on his Deſcant upon Crea- 
tion,” by reading Mr. 7enks's excellent treatiſe, inti- 
tled, ©* Submiſſion to the Righteouſneſs of God.” 

| He entered into holy orders, as ſoon as his age and 
the canons of the church would allow. Whilſt he was 
at Oxford, he had a ſmall exhibition of about 20l. a 
year; an d when he was ordained, his father preſſed him 

very 
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very much to take ſome curacy, in or near Oxford, and 
to hold his exhibition; but this he would not comply 
with, it being in his opinion unjuſt to detain it, after he 
was in orders, from another perſon, who might more 
want the benefit of that proviſion than himſelf. 


"Tn 1736, he left Oxford, and became his father's cu- 
rate. He afterwards went to London ; and, after ſtaying 
ſome time there, he accepted the curacy of Dummer in 
Hampſhire." Here he continued about twelve months, 
when he was invited to Sroke Abbey, i in Devonſhire, the 
ſeat of his worthy friend the late Paul Orchard, eſq. who 
valued him much for his piety, and with whom he lived 
upwards of two years in great eſteem and friendſhip. _ 


In 1740, he undertook the curacy of Biddeford, 14 
miles from Stote Abbey, where he lived greatly beloved 
by the people; his congregation was large, though his 
ſtipend was ſmall ; his friends therefore made a colleQi- 
on yearly for him, which raiſed his income to 601. a year. 
At Biddeford he was curate about two years and an half, 
when the rector dying, he was diſmiſſed by the new in- 
cumbent, inſenſible of pious or learned excellence, a- 
gainſt the united requeſt of the pariſhioners, who offer- 
ed to maintain him at their own expence, During the 
time that Mr. "Hervey lived i in the weſt, namely, from 
1738 to the latter end of 1743, his family heard very 
little of him, through the greatneſs of the diſtance. 
He laboured diligently here in the ſervice of his Maſter; 
and here it was that he planned his“ Meditations,” 
and' probably wrote ſome part of them. | 


In 1743, he returned about Auguſt to ten, Tove, 
and officiated as curate to his father till June. 17 50, at 

which time his health was much impaired by his great 
attention to ſtudy ,; and duty ; and his. family and friends 
judging that the change of air might be of benefit to 
him, they formed a defign, which they executed, of 
coreing MP to London, under a pretence of his ring 
a tew 
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a few miles in the poſt-chaiſe of a friend who was go- 
ing thither. Of this he pleaſantly complains, in a letter 
to a friend, upon his arrival there, which begins thus: 


% My dear friend, 
If you chide, I me accuſe. Pray where was your- 


| warrant, where your commiſſion, to impreſs me into this 


journey? However, as a good chriſtian, I forgive you 
and your accomplices.” After commending ſeveral. 
clergymen his friends, whom he faw on the road, he 
concludes thus : My animal nature is ſo very feeble, 
that I find no benefit from the change of air, nor from. 

the enjoyment of the moſt pleaſing ſociety.” 


He ſtayed in Londen till April or May, 1752, during. 
which time he was ſeized with a ſevere illneſs, which 
almoſt coſt him his life; but he recovered, and upon his. 
father's death, which happened i in May this year, he re- 
turned to Hefton, where he conſtantly reſided during the 
remainder of his life. He took his maſter of arts de- 
gree at Cambridge, in 1752, when he entered at Clare- 
Hall; and as he was of ſufficient ſtanding at Oxford, he 
ſtayed only the few days required by the ſtatutes to- 


perform the univerſity-exerciſe, 


It may be thought ſtrange, that he, who had refuſed 
to hold his exhibition at Qxferd, along with a curacy,. 
ſhould, upon his father's death, accept of the two liv- 
ings of Wefton-Favell and Collingtree, and hold them du- 
ring his life. - It was very far from being his choice, 


and it was what he had for a long time refuſed to do. 


But at length, through the earneſt and conſtant intrea- 
ties of his family and friends, he was, after much im- 
portunity, prevailed on to comply with their requeſts,, 
hoping that he might be thereby enabled to do ſo much 
the more good. And when he waited upon Dr. Themas, 
then biſhop of Peterborough, for inſtitution to Collingtree, 


which was near fix months after his induction into. 


W: Men, he ſaid, I ſuppoſe * Lordſhip will be ſur- 
2 


* 
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priſed to ſee James Hervey come to defire your Lord- 
ſnip's permiſſion to be a pluraliſt; But, I Ade you, I 
do it in obedience to the repeated ' ſolicitations of my 


mother and my Me, _ not to * myſelf; or to 
that effect. : f 


- 'His ubours; both in his migiſterial office 4 1 his - 
ſtudy; were purſued. by him as long as poffible, under 
the diſadvantage of a weak conſtitution of body ; which, 
together with the ſeverity of his laſt illneſs, he ſupport- 
ed hot only with the greateſt patience, but without a 
ſingle: expreſſion of peeviſhneſs. That illneſs had long 
been coming on him; but greatly increaſed in the be- 
ginning of O#ober, 1758, and grew very formidable in 
the December following. For, on Sunday the third of 

that moiith, after ꝓrayer in his famil ys he ſeemed to'be 
arreſted by the meſſenger of death 3 ſo that the united 
aſſiſtance of his ſiſter and ſervant; with difficulty, ena- 
bled him to get up ſtairs into his room, from whence he 
never came down, His illneſs gaining ground every day; 
he ſoon became ſenſible of his approaching diſſalution. 
He had frequent and violent returns of the cramp, which 
gave him moſt acute pain. He had likewiſe a hectic 
cough; which afflicted him ſo grie vouſly in the night, 
that he could ſeldom lie in bed till four in the morn- 
ing ; and was often obliged to riſe at two, eſpecially 
as opium, how much ſoever IR by other e 
would not agree with him. 


On the 15th of that month Wee of a pain in 
his ſide; for which, at his own deſire, he was let blood, 
though his phyſician Dr. Stonbonſe, in whom he placed 


the reateſt confidence, had objected to it, apprehend- 
ing too weak to bear any evacuation of that kind. 


When the ſurgeon came, he could ſcarcely find any pul- 
ſation, and therefore took away no more than four oun- 
ces of blood; intimatin 8 to his relations and friends, 

that 


When Mr. enn health, he rarely lay in bed 
aſter ſix, even in winter; and roſe Kill earlier in the ſummer, | 
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that the caſe was deſperate, and that he had opened a 
vein very unwillingly, and merely to ſatisfy Mr. Her- 
vey's deſire, who had ſome hope that the pain might 
poſlibly be relieved by it. 


The reverend Mr. Abraham Maddock, his curate, "ON 
ing much with him in the afternoon of that day, Mr. 
Hervey ſpoke to him in ſtrong and pathetic terms of his 
aſſurance of faith, and of the great love of Gov in 
CHrIsT. O! (faid he) what has Curtsr, how 
much has CHRIST done for me; and how little have I 
done for ſo loving a Sav:our ! If I preached even once 
a week, it was at laſt a burden to me. I have not vi- 
ſited the people of my pariſh as I ought to have done; 
and thus have preached, as it were, from houſe to houſe. 
I have not taken every opportunity. of ſpeaking for 
CnrisT.” Theſe expreſſions being accompanied with 
tears, which were too viſible not to be obſerved : and 
leſt his tears ſhould be miſinterpreted, as they had been 
converſing about his expected end, and of his aſſurance 
of happineſs, he proceeded thus: Do not think, that 
I am afraid to die—I aſſure you, I am not. I know 
what my Saviour hath done for me; and I want to be 
gone. But I wonder and lament to think of the love of 
Car1sT, in doing fo much for me, and how little 1 
have done for him. ; 


In another cooverfation, Sn likewiſe of his 
approaching diſſolution, which he did with the utmoſt 
calmnefs and ſerenity, and of the little which we know 
of God's word, he faid ; Ho many precious texts. 
are there, big with the moſt rich truths of CHRIS. 
which we cannot comprehend, which we know nothing 
of; and of thofe we do know, how few do we remem- 
ber? Bonus textuarius e bonus thealogus. A good tex- 
tuary is a good divine;* and that is the armour; the 
word of Gop is the ſword. Thoſe texts are the weas 
pons which I muſt uſe, when that ſubtle ſpirit, that 
arch n of mankind, comes to tempt and fift me 

in 
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in my y uſt conflict. Surely I had need be well provided 
with.theſe weapons; I had need have my quiver full of 
them, to anſwer ſatan with texts out of the word of 
God, when he aſſaults me. Thus did CHRIST, when 
he was tempted in the wilderneſs.” 


On the 19th, the pains of his body abated, and he 
grew drowſy and lethargic ; but, in the night following, 
his immediate death was apprehended. The next day 
he was viſited by Dr. Stonbouſe, who declared, that, in 
his opinion, Mr. Hervey could not live above three or 
four days ; upon which he took occaſion to ſpeak of the 
many conſolations, through Chrif, which a true chriſti- 
an enjoys in the proſpect of death, and of the emptineſs 
of worldly honours to an immortal ſoul, and of the un- 
profitableneſs of riches to the irreligious man. Mr. 
Hervey replied, ** True, Doctor, true; the only valua- 
ble treaſures are in heaven. What would it avail me 
now to be Archbiſhop of Canterbury? Diſeaſe would 
ſhew no reſpect to my mitre. That prelate | Dr. Secker, 
who died Auguſt 3, 1768] is not only very great, but, I 
am told, has religion really at heart. Vet it is godli- 
neſs, and not grandeur, that will avail him. hereafter. 
The goſpel is offered to me a poor Country-parſon, the 
ſame as to his Grace. Curisr makes no difference 
between us. Oh! why then do miniſters thus neglect 
the of ſo kind a Saviour; fawn upon the great, 
and hunt after worldly preferments with ſo much eager- 
neſs, to the diſgrace of our order? Theſe, theſe are the. 
things, Doctor, and not our poverty or obſcurity, which 
render the elergy ſo juſtly contemptible to the world- 
No wonder the ſervice of our church, — 4 
am to ſay it, is become ſuch a formal lifeleſs thing; ſince 
it is, alas! too too generally executed by perſons dead to 
godlineſs in all their converſation ; whoſe indifference to 
religion, and worldly-minded behaviour, proclaim the 
little regard they pay to the doArines of the Lord who ; 
bought them.“ 
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Mr. Hervey, the day before his death, went a few ſteps 
acroſs his room; but immediately finding his ſtrength 
failing him, he ſunk rather than fel down; his fall be- 
ing broken by his ſiſter, who, obſerving bis weakneſs, 
ran and caught him; but he fainted away, and was in 
all appearance dead, it, being a conſiderable time before 
any pulſe: could he perceived. When! he came to him- 
ſelf, his brother Mr. William Herwey, who was come from 
London to viſit him, ſaid, © We were afraid you was gone.” 


He anſwered, * I'wiſh ! had.” And well he might wiſh 


ſo, for his ſtrength was quite. exhauſted, his body ex- 
tremely emaciated, and his bones ſo ſore that he could 
not bear any one to touch him, when it was neceſſary to 
move him about; yet, under all this calamity, he was 
ever praiſing God' for his mercies; inſomuch that he 
never received a morſel of lemon to moiſten his mouth, 


without thanking Gop for his bounty and goodneſs, in 


creating ſo. many helps and refreſhments to a ſick and 
decaying body: But, eſpecially, did he ou Gov for 
enduing him with patience. | | 

On the 25th of December, Chriftmas-day, on which he 
died, Mr.:Madgeck paying him his morning viſit, Mr. 
Hervey lifted up his head, and opened his tyes;” as he 
fat in his eaſy chair, (for he could not lie in bed): to ſee 
who it was, and ſaid, * Sir, I cannot talk with you.” 
He complained much all this day of a great-inward con- 
Ai which he had, laying his hand upon his breaſt, and 
ſaying, '** Oh! you know not, how great « confli I 
have.” During this time he almoſt conſtantlyilifted up 
his eyes towards heayen, with his hands claſped'together 


in a praying form, and faid, two or three times, When - 


this great conflict i is over, then but ſaid no more; 
though it was underſtood he meant that then he ſhould 
go to reſt. Dr. Stonehouſe came to him about three 
hours before he expired. Mr. Herwey urged ſtrongly 
and affectionately to the Doctor the importance and 
care of his everlaſting concerns, and intteated him not 

to 
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to be over-charged with the cares of this life, but to at- 
tend, amidſt the multiplicity of his buſineſs, to the one 
thing needful : | 8 
Which done, the pooreſt can no wants endure; 
And which not done, the richeſt muſt be poor? Pope, 

Mr. Hervey uſed frequently to repeat theſe lines with 
ſuch an emphaſis and | ſignificant look, as conveyed their 
important meaning in a manner the moſt ſenſible and 
affecting. 

The Doctor, ſeeing the great difficulty and pain with 
which he ſpoke, (for he was almoſt ſuffocated with 
phlegm and frequent vomitings), and finding, by his 
pulſe, that the pangs of death were then coming on, 
deſired, that he would ſpare himſelf. ** No, (faid he) 
DoRor, no ; you tell me I have but a few moments to 
live: O! let me ſpend them in adoring our great Re- 
DEEMER.” He then repeated the 26th verſe of the 

73d Pſalm ; Though my fleſh and my heart fail, yet GOD 


i the Prength of my heart, and my portion for ever : And 


he expatiated in a moſt ſtriking manner on theſe words 
of St. Paul, 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23. All things are your's ; life 
and death; for ye are Chriſt's. At the ſame time refer- 
ring them to this paſſage in Dr. Doddridge's Family Ex- 
poſitor, where it is illuſtrated in a very inſtructive man- 
ner. Here (ſays he) is the treaſure of a chriſtian, 
Death is reckoned among this inventory ; and a noble 
treaſure it is. How thankful am I for death, as it is the 
paſſage through which I paſs to the Lord and Giver of 
eternal life; and as it frees' me from all this miſery you 
now ſee me endure, and which I am willing to endure, 
as long as Gos thinks fit; for I know, he will by and 
by, in Bis own good time, diſmiſs me from the body. 
Theſe light afflictions are but for a moment, and then 
comes an eternal weight of glory. O! welcome, welcome 
death! Thou mayeſt well be reckoned among the trea- 
ſures of the chriſtian. To live is Chrift, but to die is 
gain.” After which, 8 DoQor was taking his final 
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leave of him, Mr. Hervey expreſſed great gratitude for 

his viſits, though it had been long out of the power of 
medicines to cure him. He then pauſed a little, and 
with great ſerenity and ſweetneſs in his countenance, 
though the pangs of death were upon him, being raiſed 
a little in his chair, repeated theſe words; Lord, now 
letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, according to thy 
molt holy and comfortable word ; for mine eyes have ſeen 
y precious ſalvation. Here, Doctor, is my cordial ! 
What are all the cordials given to ſupport the dying, 
in compariſon of that which ariſes from the promiſes of 
ſalvation by Chrif ?—This, this ſupports me.” About 
three o'clock; he ſaid, ©* The great conflict is over 
Now all is done.” After which he ſcarce ſpoke any 
other words intelligibly, except now and then, .. pre- 
cious ſalvation.“ 


During the laſt hour he ſaid nothing, but leaned his 
head againſt the ſide of an eaſy chair, and, without a 
ſigh, groan, ſtruggle, or the leaſt emotion, he ſhut his 
eyes and departed, between four and five in the after- 
noon, on Cbriſimau- day. 1758, in the 45th year of his 

age. 

When his body was conveyed to church, it was co- 
vered, by his expreſs deſire, with the poor's pall, and 
he was buried under the middle of the communion- 
table in the chancel of Veſton-Favell, on Friday the 28th 
of December, in the preſence of a numerous congrega- 
tion, full of regret for the loſs of ſo excellent a paſtor. 
Mr. Maddock, who buried him, was himſelf in tears. 
Some were wringing their hands, others ſobbing, many 
were ſilently weeping, but all were inwardly and ſincere- 
ly grieved, as their looks ſufficiently teſtified ; all bear- 
ing a viſible witneſs of his worth, and their forrow. 

His character, both in his public aud private capaci- 
ty, was of the moſt-exemplary kind. —As a miniſter, he 
performed all the duties of that office with the greateſt 
ſtrictneſs. In the * he 1 was earneſt and fervent, 

| and 
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and ſhewed that he felt the efficacy of what he preach« 
ed. Nor did he think it ſufficient to preach on the 
Lord's-day only, but ſet up a weekly lecture every Weds 
neſday evening, at Weffon-Favell church, which was ve- 
ry well attended. This lecture was held during the win- 
ter half year at ſeven, as it did not then interfere with 
the work of the labouring people; and he illuminated 
the church out of his own pocket. 

The laſt two or three years of his life he could ſcarce 
do any thing more than preach once on the Lord s-day, 
when people from many miles round flocked to hear him. 
His Wedne/day evening lecture at ſeven he diſcontinued 
for the laſt year. Collingtree, which, like Wefon-Favell, 
was a family-living, about five miles diſtance, Mr. Her- 
vey had not been able for ſome time to preach at, or to 
viſit his pariſhioners at their own houſes, as his cuſtom 
had been ; but he encouraged them to come to him, 
and to converſe freely on the ſubjects eng to their 
eternal intereſts. 


He always preached without notes, except on ſome 
very particular occaſions ; but his method was judicious, 
clear, and not encumbered with too-many ſubdiviſions. 
His weakneſs rendering him for. ſeveral months before 
his death incapable of ſpeaking to his congregation as 
uſual, he ſhortened his diſcourſes, and took a moſt uſe- 
ful method of inculcating his inſtructions: After he had 
expounded his text, and divided his ſermon into two 
heads, (rarely into more, and never exceeding three), 
he would ſpeak briefly, and at the concluſion of each 
head enforce what he had ſaid, by a pertinent text af 
ſcripture, deſiring his congregation (which was gene- 
rally very numerous) to turn to their Bibles, and double 
down that text. Now, (added he) my dear brethren, 
if you forget my ſermon, you cannot forget Gop's word 
in this text, unleſs you wilfully throw your Bibles aſide. 
Shew theſe to your children, or the abſent part of your 
family, when you return home.” Then he gave a ſtrĩ- 
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| King exhortation, and at the end of it another text fot 


them to double down; ſo that they had always three 
texts; in order to their finding of which, he pauſed in 
the pulpit two or three minutes. 


Ile endeavoured as much as poſſible to diveſt himſelf 
in his public diſcourſes of his uſual tuxuriancy of ſtile, 
and to adapt his language to the loweſt capacity : And 
his method of catechizing children in church, and of 


. fpeaking to them in private, was very engaging and 
 wſeful. | 


He did not forget that he was a miniſter in his own 
bouſe; for he worſhipped God with his family twice a 
day. He ſupped at eight every night, and at nine he 
expounded a text of ſcripture for about a quarter of an 
Sour, and ſeldom longer, except when ſome friend was 


_ preſent, to whom he thought his diſcourſe might be uſe- 


ful, or when particularly requeſted to enlarge. After 
this he concluded with prayer, 


He breakfaſted at nine: About eight he called his fa- 
mily together, and required each of his ſervants to repeat, 
by heart the text which he had explained the preceding 
Evening, and then he would recapitulate his expoſition : 
By which method, both his text and commentary were 
imprinted on their memories. After this he had prayers. 


In-the afternoon, when he was called down to tea, he 
uſed to bring his Hebrew Bible or Greek Teſtament with 
him, and would ſpeak (as he was ever ſtudious how he 
might promote the glory of Gop, and improve time) 
either upon one or more verſes, as occaſion offered, in 
the moſt inſtructive and entertaining manner. 


In the exerciſe of his charity, Mr. Hervey choſe tor 
clothe the poor rather than to give them money; and 
he would get ſome judicious perſon to buy linen, coarſe 
cloth, ſtockings, ſhoes, Sc. for them at the beſt hand; 
alleging that the poor could not purchaſe on ſuch good 
terms what they wanted at the little ſhops, and with. 

ſmall 
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ſmall ſums of money. I am (ſaid he) God's ſteward 
for the poor, and I muſt huſband the little pittance I 1 
have to beſtow upon them, and make it go as far as 
poſſible.” But when money would be really ſerviceable 
to a family, as to à prudent houſekeeper, diſtreſſed by 
ſickneſs or misfortunes, he would give five or more gui- 
neas at a time; taking care that it ſhould not be known 
whence the money came. : 


He was particularly defirous of getting the advice of 
a phyſician (or at leaſt ſome judicious apothecary) for 
the ſick poor ; and was ever ready, to procure them the 
very beſt medicines.—A moſt beneficial ſort of charity 
to mankind ; and in which it were to be wiſhed he had 
many imitators. He would frequently petition ſuch 
phyſicians of his acquaintance in different parts of the 
kingdom, as he apprehended thus charitably diſpoſed, 
to give their advice occaſionally, when they rode thro? 
a town, to ſuch poor creatures as the clergyman of the 
lace, or ſome ſubſtantial inhabitants, ſhould recom- 
mend as real objects of compaſlion.—Mr. Hervey would 
then with great pleaſure, and with as much gratitude 
to the phyſician, as if done to himſelf, defray the ex- 
pence of what medicines were wanted. 


He gave away a great number of good books, with 
ſuitable inſtructions for their uſe; and eſpecially Bibles. 
In the blank leaf he frequently wrote ſomething capa- 
ble of making an impreſſion, or elſe ſtuck in a printed 
paper, relating to the promiſes of Gop, in and through 
Jeſus Chriſt, or to creation, preſervation, and redemy- 
tion *. : | 
All the future profits of his works he has left to ſome 
of the charitable uſes above ſpecified, except his Me- 
ditations ;** the copy of which he had fold, after it had 
paſſed through ſeveral editions; which ſale of the copy, 
and the profits of the former impreſſions, amounted to 
about ſeven hundred pounds ; all which he gave away in 
b 3 . charity. 
See a copy of this printed paper among his © Tracts,” 
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charity. He ſaid, that it was devoted to God, and that 
he would on no account apply it to worldly uſes; that 
he wrote not for profit or fame, but to ſerve the cauſe 
of Gop; and as Providence had bleſſed his attempt, he 
thought himſelf bound to relieve the diſtreſſes of his. 
fellow-creatures with it. 


In any expence relating to himſelf, he was very fru- 
gal, that he might be liberal to others; and it was al- 
ways his deſire to diejuſt even with the world. I will 
be my own executor,” ſaid he. And as he died on 
Chriftmas-day, his fund expired almoſt with his life. 
What little remained, he deſired might be given in warm 
cloathing to the poor in that ſevere ſeaſon. 


In learning he was inferior to few. Greek was almoſt 
as familiar to him as his native language. He was a 
great maſter of the claſſics; and in the younger part of 
his life had written ſome copies of verfes, which ſhewed 
no contemptible genius for poetry. He had a critical 
knowledge of the Hebrew tongue, and delighted in it. 
With reſpe& to his private capacity, he was never known 
to be in a paſſion. No worldly concerns (though he 
ſdmetimes met with very trying ones) ever affected him. 
His humility rendered him invulnerable. —When he was 
miſrepreſented and calumniated, he would fay, “Our 
enemies are ſometimes our beſt friends, and tell us 
truths ; and then we ſhould amend our faults, and be 
thankful for ſach-information : Aud if what they ſay be 
not true, and only ſpoke through mallce, then ſuch 
perſons are to be conſidered as diſeaſed in their minds, 
and that he would pray for them. They are to be pi- 
tied, ſays he, and I might as juſtly be angry with a man 
who is diſeaſed in body.” In his ordinary tranſactions 
with others, he was ever chearful, punctual, juſt, and 
candid, to perſons of every denomination. He fre- 
quently wrote religious letters to his acquaiatance ac- 
cording to their different circumſtances, in the moſt 
amiable and convincing manner, 


The 
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The reverend Mr. Romaine, in an excellent ſermon 
preached upon his death, ſays of Mr. Hervey, ©* That 
he had an excellency, which he never ſaw in ſo great a 
degree in any other perſon. Mr. Hervey never let an 
opportunity ſlip of ſpeaking of the love of Chrift.. He 
would take occaſion from the moſt common incident, 
and yet it would not appear forced; for he had a won- 
derful talent of ſpiritualizing and improving things. 
This heart-love to Gop appeared evidently in every part 
of his character. As a miniſter, his faith wrought in 
love to the ſouls of men in all the offices of his function. 
He did not forget that he was a miniſter in his own 
houſe ; for he called his family together twice a day to 
ſerve God. As a member of ſociety, his faith wrought 
abundantly by love to his neighbour ; for he was full 
of good works, His charities to the poor were very 
large ; and that he might be liberal to them, he was 
very frugal in his own expences. Mr. Hervey walked 
cloſe after Chrif, and found that the belief of Chrift's 
righteouſneſs being imputed to him for his juſtification, 
was ſo far from being a licentious doctrine, that it in- 
fpired him with the nobleſt motives to a grateful obe- 
dience : His holy life was an excellent recommendation 
of his principles. Gop had enriched him with great 
gifts, and with great graces, and had made him hum- 
ble; for he was humbled by the power of grace. He 
had been a very vain proud young man, but the grace 
of God emptied him of pride and ſelf, and clothed him 
with humility. Having put on Chrif, he had put on 
with him the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit; 
which appeared in his great patience and reſignation to 
the will of Gop.”? e 

His writings afford a laſting and indiſputable proof 
of his grace and abilities. Theſe were given him for 
the uſe of the church of God; and they were laid out 
for that end. His ſtile has been much admired. It 5 
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be owned, that there is muth of brilliancy and florid- 
neſs in all his compoſitions : But perfons of refined taſte 
have expreſſed themſelves much leſs ſatisfied with his 
language than his thoughts. The nervous, chaſte and 
manly ſtile of the ancient claſſics he certainly has not 
copied ; but rather that laboured attention to words 
and turns, which has been objected to in Seneca, Auſtin, 
and others, However, this is but of ſmall importance, 
compared with the heavenly truths he delivered, and 
the ſeraphic ardor with which he has delivered them. 
The caſket indeed is brilliant, and carefully brilliant; 
but 'tis the jewel within, that renders the whole inva- 
luable. 


His Wo xs. I. Meditations and Contempla- 
tions; in two volumes. Theſe had a prodigious ſale, 

and have been much bleſſed to all ranks among us. 
II. Theron and Aſpaſio ; in three volumes. Theſe con- 
tain dialogues upon many divine truths, and particular- 
ly upon juſtification by the imputed righteouſneſs of 
Chrift. III. A Collection of his Letters; in two vols. 
publiſhed after his death. Theſe are eminently pious 
and valuable, and throw great light upon. the courſe of 
his life. IV. Sermons and religious Tracts; compriſed 
in one ſmall volume. V. Eleven Letters to the reve- 
rend Mr. John Weſley ; in anſwer to his Remarks upon 
Theron and Ajpaſio. Theſe are highly excellent, and 
fhew the mild and gracious ſpirit of their Author under 
an attack that does but too little honour to him that 
made it. VI. Letters to Lady Frances Shirley; in one 
mall volume; with a recommendatory preface by the 
reverend Mr. Romaine. VII. Three Poſthumous Ser- 
mons, publiſhed by the reverend Mr. Toplady, And, 

VIII. Sermons on the Trinity, Repentance, Scrip- 
tures, and the Love of God, publiſhed from his Ma- 
nuſcripts, 779. 
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MIN R.— Tent, 


Manan, - 


HESE reflections, the one on the deepef?, the 
| other on the gaye/? ſcenes of nature; when 
they proceeded privately from the pen, were addreſſed 
to 4 lady of the moſt valuable endowments, Who 
erowned all her other endearing qualities, by a fer- 
vent love of ChRIis T, and an exemplary confor- 
mity to his divine pattern. She, alas! lives no 
longer on earth ; unleſs it be in the bonours of a 
diſtinguiſhed character, and in the bleeding re- 
membrance of her acquaintance. | 2 


It is impoſſible, Madam, to wiſh you à richer 
bleſſing, or a more ſubſtantial happineſs, than that 
the ſame ſpirit of unfeigned faith, the ſame courſe 
of undefiled religion, which have enabled her to tri- 
umph over death, .may both animate and adorn 
your life. And you will permit me to declare, that 
my chief inducement in requeſting your acceptance 
of the following Meditations, now they make a pub- 
lic appearance from the preſs, is, that they are de- 
ſigned to cultivate the ſame ſacred principle, and to 

promote the ſame excellent practice. | 


Long, Madam, may you bloom in all the viva- 
city and amiableneſs of youth, like the charming 
ſubject 


xxii ' DEDICATION, | 
ſubject of one of theſe Contemplations. But at the 
ſame time remember, that, with regard to ſuch infe- 
rior accompliſhments, you mult one day fade, (may 
it prove ſome very remote period !) like the mourn- 
ful objects of the other. This conſideration will 
prompt you to go on, as you have begun, in add- 
ing the meekneſs of wiſdom, and all the beauties of 
halineſs, to the graces of an engaging perſon, and 
the refinements of a polite education. 


And might—O ! might the enſuing hints fur- 
niſh you with the leaſt aſſiſtance, in proſecuting ſo 
defirable an end; might they contribute, in any de- 
gree, to eftabliſh your faith, or elevate your devoti- 
on ; they, would, then, adminiſter to the author 
ſuch a ſatisfaction, as applauſe cannot give, nor cen- 
ſure take away: a ſatisfaction, which I ſhould be 
able to enjoy, even in thoſe awful moments, when 
all that captivates the eye is ſinking in darkneſs, and 
every glory of this lower world diſappearing for ever: 


Theſe wiſhes, Madam, as they are a moſt agree- 
able employ of my thoughts, ſo they come attended 
with this additional circumſtance of pleaſure, that 
they are alſo the ſincereſt expreſſion of that very 
great eſteem, with which I am, 
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Mapan, 
Your mot Obedient, 


Meſi Humble Servant, 


Weſton-Favell, near 
Northampton, 
May 20, 1746. 


James HERVEY, 


PREFACE, 


HE firft of theſe occaſional Meditations, begs 

leave to remind my readers of their latter end; and 
would invite them to ſet, not their ' houſes only, but, 
which is inexpreſſibly more needful, their fouls, in order: 

that they may be able, through all the intermediate fla- 

ges, to look forward upon their approaching exit, witb- 
out any anxious apprehenſions: and, when the great 
change commences, may bid adieu to terreſtrial things, 
with all the calmneſs of a chear ful reſignation, with all 
the comforts of a well-grounded faith. 


De other attempts to ſhetch out ſome little traces of 
the All-ſufficiency of our Redeemer, for the grand 
and gracious purpoſes of everlaſting Salvation. That a 
ſenſe of his unutterable dignity, and infinite per fections, 
may incite us to regard him, with ſentiments of the moſt 
profound veneration ; to long for an aſſured interęſt in 
his merits, with all the ardency of deſire ; and to truſt 
in his power ful Mediation, with an affiance not to be 


Halen by any temptations, uot to be ſhared with any 
Performances of our own. 


I flatter myſelf, that the thoughts conceived among 
the tombs, may be welcome to the ſerious and humane 
mind. Becauſe, as there are few, who have not con- 
ſigned the remains of ſome dear relations, or honoured 

friends, to thoſe filent repoſitories; ſo there are none, 
. | Jas 
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| dut muſt be ſenſible, that this i is the houſe appoi inted 
for all living; and that they themſelves, are ſhortly te 
remove into the ſame ſolemn manſions. — And who would 
not turn aſide, for a while, from the moſt favourite 
amuſements, to view the place, where his once-loved 
companions lie? No would not ſometimes ſurvey 
thoſe appartments, where he himſelf is to take up an 
abode, till time ſhall be no more? 


Ai to the oi little Eſay, may I not humbly preſume, 
that the very ſulject itſelf will:recommend the remarks ? 
For, who is not delighted with the proſpect of the bloom- 
ing creation, and even charmed with the delicate at- 
tractions of flowers ? Who does not covet to aſſemble 
them in the garden, or wear them in a noſegay ? Since 
this is a paſſion ſo univerſal, who would not be willing 
to render it productive of the ſublimeſt improvement? 
This piece of holy frugality, I have ventured to ſugge}t, 
and endeavoured to exemplify, in the ſecond letter; that, 
while the hand is cropping the tranſient beauties of a 
flower, the attentive mind may be enriching ſelf with 

ſolid and laſting good. — And ¶ cannot but entertain ſome 
pleaſing hopes, that the niceſt taſte may receive and re- 
li religious impreſſions, when they are conveyed by 
ſuch lovely monitors; when the inſtructive leſſons are 
found, not on the leaves of ſome formidable folio, but 
fand legible on the fine ſarcenet of à narciſſus; when 
they ſavour not of the lamp and recluſe, but come 
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with a view of the preſent fecurity, and future glory, of 


the righteous, 69. mY 


REFLECTIONS ON A FLOWER-GARDEN. 


W LK in the garden; ſummer morning; a ſoar- 
ing lark; invitation to early riſing, 71. Vaſtneſs 
of the heavens, greater extent of divine mercy, 73- The 
ſun ; it's riſing. glories ; emblem of CurisT, in it's en- 
lightening, fructifying, chearing, and extenſive influences, 
74. Dews; their tranſient brightneſs; their refreſhing 
nature; their immenſe number: difficult paſſage in the 
pſalms cleared up, 80. The various, but harmonious, 
procedure of providence and grace, 84. View of the coun - 
try, and it's principal productions; particularly of an or- 
chard, and kitchen - garden; chiefly characterized as uſe- 
ful, 85.  Car1sT made and recovered, upholds and actu- 
ates all; addreſs to mankind on this occaſion, 89. Obſer- 
vations contracted to the garden; fields of literature left 
for the ſtudy of the bible, 95. Fragrance of flowers; it's 
fugitive nature, another motive to ſhake off ſloth ; the de · 
lightful ſenſation itcreates, faint repreſentation of Cur1sT's ' 
ſacrifice ; all our performances polluted, this the cauſe of 
our acceptance, 97. Colours of flowers, how perfect in 
every kind; with what {kill diſpoſed; fineneſs of the flow- 
ery texture: inducement to truſt in providence, 99. The 
folly of pride in dreſs ; our true ornaments diſplayed, 101. 


Flowers naturally inſpire delight ; what pleaſure muſt ariſe 


from the beatific viſion, 103, Solomon pictures out the 
bleſſed Jzsvs by the moſt delicate flowers; beauties in the 
creature lead us to the Creator, 105, Diverſity of flowers, 


in their airs, habits, attitudes, and lineaments ; wiſdom 


of the Almighty Maker; the perfection and fimplicity 
of his operations, 106. Difference between individuals 
of the ſame ſpecies; emblem of the ſmaller differences 
among proteſtants, 110. Regular ſucceſſion of flowers; 
ſome of the chief ſets deſcribed; pleaſing effects produced 
by this ceconomy ; a benevolent providence apparent in 

C3 con- 
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conducting it, 111. This beautiful diſpoſition, and alk 
that is admirable in the creation, referred to CRIST as . 
the author; to conſider the things that are made, in this 
view, has excellent influence on our faith and love, 114. 
The ſtructure of flowers ſo correct, could not be altered, 
but to their prejudice; the time of their appearing, choſen 
with the niceſt precaution : theſe circumſtances, a ſtriking 
argument for reſignation to the diſpoſals of heaven, 118, 
Quotations from Caſimir and Juvenal tranflated, 119, 120. 
A favourite tenet of Mr. Pope's- rightly ſtated, 121. The 
brute creatures nnaffected with flowers: their fine quali- 
ties peculiarly intended to delight mankind: all thingy 
eonſtituted with a particular regard to our advantage; this, 
an endearing obligation to gratitude; but a more engaging 
motive is the gift of an immortal ſou}, 122. Remark on 
the notion of a great poet, 125. The cultivated gardery 
an image of a well-nurtured mind ; addreſs to perſons'cone 
cerned in the education of youth, 128, Flowers in thi 
bud, figurative of a niggard ; flowers in full expanſion, ex- 
preſſive of a benevolent diſpoſition, 131. Sun-flower, it's 
remarkable attachment to the fun ; ſuch ſhould be our ads 
herence to the Saviour, 132. Paſſion- flower; it's deſcrip- 
tion; with a religious improvement, 134. Senſitive plant; 
ſhrinks from every touch; ſuch ſhould- be our folicitous 
Care to avoid fin, 137, 138, The delicacy of flowers, and 
coarſeneſs of their roots; the ennobling change of ou 
bodies at the reſurrection; this ſhould reconcile us to the 
thoughts of diſſolution, 140. Paſſage from Theocritus ; the 
perfections of flowers ſoon decay; the charms of com- 
plexion ſcarce more laſting, 142. Inſtances of tranſitory 
eontinuance in the nobleſt flowers: the honours of the fu- 
ture ſtate unfading, 143. All the delights of the flowery 
ſeaſon paſs away ; the celeſtial entertainments know no 
end, 145. Not flowers only, but the moſt durable things 
in nature, are periſhing ; their felicity table, who have 
Gop for their portion, 146. Retreat into an arbour ; 
practice of St. Auguiſine, pattern for our imitation, 147. 
Coolneſs of this ſhady fituation ; the inſufferable heat that 
rages abroad ; our ſafety in all the dangers of life, and a- 
midſt the terrors of eternal judgment, if ſheltered by the 
Redecmer's protection, and intereſted in his merits, — 
= a f 2 
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The bees; their ingennity ; their induſtry ; ſet an example 
for the author, 149. A diſtant proſpeR of the whole ſcene, 
with it's various decorations, reminds the bebolder of hea- 


ven; it's glories not to be deſcribed, but moſt paſſionately 
deſired, 150. ; N 


A DESCANT UPON CREATION. 


ESIGN of the whole. Angels. The viſible heaZ 

vens, Stars. Comets. Planets. Sun. Moon. 
Thunders. Lightenings. Clouds, wintry and vernal. 
Rainbow. Storms and tempeſts. Peſtilence. Heat and 
cold. Ocean. Wood and ſhrubs. Vine and fruit-trees. 
Meadows and fields. Mines and jewels. Fountains and 
rivers. Birds. Bees. Silkworm. Cattle, and creatures 
in every element, General chorus of praiſe. 


CONTEMPLATIONS ON THE NIGHT: 


A Delightful evening walk ; the unmoleſted enjoyment 
of ſuch pleaſures owing to our late victory over the 
rebels, 189, &c. The ſetting ſun, 192. Twilight; 
it's uſefulneſs; ſerious conſideration, 193. The dewy 
coolneſs; it's beneficial influence on nature; returns of 
ſolitude equally uſeful to man, 195. Angels our ſpecta- 
tors; Gop ever preſent: comfortable improvement of 


this truth, 197. The day ended; the ſwiftneſs, the ſhort= 


neſs of time ; the work tobe done while it laſts ; to ſquan- 
der it away, the moſt deſtructive extravagance, 199. The 
profound ſilence, 204. Univerſal ceſſation of buſineſs, 
205, The variations of nature, pleaſing and advantageous, 
208. Darkneſs; the obliging mannevof it's taking place; 
wild beaſts of the deſart, and ſavages in human ſhape, make 


uſe of this opportunity, 209. Darkneſs renders the leaſt 


ſpark viſible ; yet ſteals from our fight all the lovely diſline- 
tions of things, 212. Sleep; it's chearing nature; the 
gift of heaven: fine preparatives for it's approach; the 
kindneſs of providence in guarding gur flumbers, 214. 

| G 3 Dreams; 
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Dreams; their unaccountable oddneſs; many peoples 
waking thoughts, no leſs chimerical, 218. A very fingu- 
Jar, and very happy circumſtance, attending ſleep and 
dreams, 220. Ghoſts / our unreaſonable timorouſneſs on 
this occaſion; the true object of fear; the reality and de- 
fign of apparitions, deducted from a paſſage in Job, 222. 
The owl; it's gloomy diſpoſition ; unholy perſons incapa- 
ble of reliſhing the delights of heaven, 226, 227, Owl 
ſcreaming, ſuppoſed to be a token of death ; the many 
real preſages of this great change; due preparation point- 
ed out, and preſſed, 228. The Nightingale; her charm- 
ing ſong; entertains the lovers of retirement; how to 
have a ſweeter melody in our own breaſts, 231. The very 
different circumſtances of mankind, particularly. of the 
gay, and the afflicted ; addreſs to the devotees of mirth and 
ſenſuality, 232. The glow-worm, and ignus fatuus; the 
pleaſures of the world, and powers of uninlightened rea- 
ſon, - 232. A comet; imagined to be the forerunner 
of judgments ; licentiouſneſs abounding in a nation, a 
much more formidable omen; the diſtemper among the 
cattle, 236, Northern lights; the panic they occaſion ;- 
the general conflagration, 239. The moon riſing ; bright- 
ens as ſhe advances ; ſuch ſhould be our moral conduct, 
242. Moon opens a majeſtic ſcene ; how worthy our ad- 
miration, 243. Moon, a moſt ſerviceable appendage to 
our globe, 244. Moon, ſhines with derivative light; chri- 
ſtians receive their all from their Saviour, 245. Moon al- 
ways varying; the things of this world liable to perpetual 
viciflitudes ; our own righteauſneſs unequal and imperfect, 
our Redeemer's complete, and always the ſame, 247. 
Moon, under an eclipſe, gazed at by multitudes ; the 
faults of eminent perſons ſeldom eſcape obſervation, 251. 
Moon reflected by the ocean; the virtues of perſons, in 
diſtinguiſhed ſtations, influential on others, 252. Moon. 
actuates the ſea; the everlaſting joys of heaven attract and 
refine the affections, 253. Prayer à reaſonable ſervice; 
praiſe a delightful duty; with devout recollections proper 
tor the night, 254. 


: CON- 
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a EF. 
CONTEMPLATIONS ON THE STARRY HEAVENS. + 


ALK on the ſummit of a hill. The advancing 
night withdraws the rural praſpect; opens the beau- 
ties of the ſky, 259. Pragrance of the blooming beans, 260. 
The heavens, a noble field for the diſplay of the divine 
perfections, 261. Folly of judicial aſtrology ; right uſe of 
contemplating the ftars, 262. A ſketch of the moſt re- 
markable diſcoveries in our modern aſtronomy, 263, &c. 
Religion, and neceflary buſineſs ; religion, and innocent 
pleaſure, as conſiſtent, as the 'annual and diurnal motions 
of the earth, 264. The ſun, it's enormous ſize, 266. Stars, 
the centres of ſyſtems ; thetr inconeeivable diſtance, 267. 
Other ſkies, furniſhed withother ſtars, 268. The greatneſs 
of the Creator, 269. The preceding obſervations incul- 
cate humility, 270. Shew the littlenels of terreſtrial things, 
ibid. The ſtupendous condeſcenſion of GOD, in his gra- 
cious regards to the children of men, 271. The prodigi- 
ous heinouſneſs of human guilt, 274. The richneſs of 
CHRIST”s atonement, and it's complete ſufficiency -for 
the moſt deplorable caſes of fin and miſery, 276. The 
power of GOD manifeſted in -the ſtarry heavens; this 
the Chriſtian's conſtant ſafeguard, and ſure reſource, 279. 
The miſerable condition of the ungodly, who have om- 
nipotence for their enemy, 283. The unwearied patience 
of this almighty being, 284. The wiſdom of GOD, 
diſplayed in the ſkies; ſubmiſſion to his diſpenſations, even 
when they ſeem moſt frowning and ſevere ; all fprings from 
love, and will terminate in good, 285, The goodneſs of 
GOD, diffuſed through the vaſt ſyſtem of created things; 
but far more illuſtriouſly exemplified in the work of re- 
demption ; the former view gives a moſt amiable, the lat- 
ter a perfectly raviſhing idea of the divine beneficence, 28g, 
The purity 'of GOD, faintly repreſented by the unſpot- 
ted firmament: the defilement of finful man; the imma- 
culate excellence of his Surety, 295. The unmeaſurable 
demenſions of the ſky ; the greater extent of the divine 
bounty and merey ; the laſt of theſe ſubjects, being ſo pe- 
culiarly comfortable to ſingers, conſidered ſomewhat copi- 
; . a ouſly, 
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ouſly, 299. What ſuſtains the arch of heaven, and ſup. 
ports the globes it contains; the ſame inviſible hand up- 
holds the chriſtian in his courſe, 306. The faithfulneſs 
of GOD pourtrayed, in the ſtability of the heavenly bo- 
dies, and perpetuity of their motions; the unreaſonable- 
neſs of our unbelief ; motives to an aſſured faith, 309. Va- 
rious attributes of the Divine nature appear, with a glim- 
mering light, in the celeſtial luminaries ; all ſhine forth, 
with the fulleſt luſtre, in CHRIST JESUS, 312. 
The dignity of prayer, and happineſs of having GOD for 
our portion, 317. The horrible ingratitude, and deſtruc- 
tive perverſeneſs, of living without GOD in the world, 
319. All the rolling worlds on high, punctually obedient 
to their Maker's orders; are a pattern, in this reſpect, and 
a provocative to the rational creation, 322. The gradual 
appearance of ſtars; and progreſſive ſtate of a true conver- 
fion, 325. The multitude of ſtars ; eſpecially in the galaxy; 
the more attentively ſurveyed, the greater number diſco- 
vered ; this applied to the unſearchable treaſures of wiſdom 
in the ſcriptures, of merit in CHRIST, of bliſs in hea- 
ven, 326. The celeſtial bodies diſpoſed in ſuch a manner, 
as to be delightful and ſerviceable to man; adorn his abode, 
and meaſure his time; a filent admonition this, to improve 
the talent, 329. Brightneſs of the ſtars; encouragement to 
fidelity in the miniſterial office, 331. Polar ſtar; it's inva- 
riable ſituation; guide to the ancient mariners; ſuch the 
word of GOD to our ſouls; perſuaſive to follow it's uner- 
ring dictates, ibid. Variety in the magnitude, and ſplen- 
dor of the ſtars; different degrees in the world of” glory; 
yet all the bleſſed completely happy, 333. Projection and 
attraction, the grand principles that actuate the planetary 
ſyſtem; faith and love bear much the ſame proportion, in 
the ceconomy of chriſtianity, 335. The admirable effects, 
and extenſive influences, of attraction; the agency of the 
HOLY GHOST on the human mind, 337. Vaſt 
gradation in the ſcale of beings ; all are objects of the di- 
vine care, and full of the divine preſence, 340. The ſur- 
paſſing worth of an immortal ſoul ; a ſolicitude for it's final 
welfare urged, 345» An unthinking view of the ſkies is 
affecting; much more a rational and devout one, 346. 
The ſcantineſs of our knowledge, with regard to the m_ 
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tial bodies; after all our ſearch, they are objects of admi- 


ration, rather than of ſcience ; exhortation to ſuch purſuits, 
a5 are of eaſy attainment, and will he of everlaſting advan- 
tage, 347. Short recapitulation of the whole; and an 
bhymn of praiſe; ſuited to the occaſion, 349, 350. 


N. B. It may ſeem unaccountable to an unlearned reader that Af. 
tronomers ſhould ſpeak ſuch amazing things; and ſpeak them with 
ſuch an air. of aſſurance 3 concerning the diſtances and magnitudes, 
the motions and relations, of the heavenly bodies. I would defire 
ſuch a perſon to conſider the caſe of ECLIPSES, and with what ex- 
act neſ they are calculated. They are not only foretold, but the very 
inſtant of their beginning is determined. The preeiſe time of their 
continuance is aſſigned; aſſigned, almoſt to the nicety of a moment; and, 
what is ſtil} more ſurpriſing, for the fpace of hundreds or thouſands of - 
years to come.—As this is a matter of fact, abſolutely indiſputable; 
it is alſo a very obvious, yet ſolid demonſtration, that the principles 
of ſcience, on which thoſe calculations proceed, are not mere conjec- 
ture, or precarious e but have a real, a certain foundation, 
in the nature and conſtitution 0 f things, 


A WINTER-PIECE. 


NTRODUCTION=—Shortneſs of the winter's day 
Inceſſant rain, producing a flood—Tempeſt ; it i effects 
at land, by ſea—Pitchy darkneſs; riding in i. Thick rime 
Keen froſt, and ſerenity of weather Severe cold, and 
piercing winde Dee ſnow— General thaw— Evergreens 
Storm of hail— Rainbow. 


THE 


hand FRONTISPIECEZ.. 


— RET the infide view of a church=The floor, As 
pillars, and the walls, are interſperſed with ſepulchral 
ſtones, and funeral inſcriptions—On one fide, is the 
monument of an infant adorned with an urn, with s 
weeping ſtatue, and inſcribed with the following epi- 
taph—NascenTes MortmuRr, No ſooner born, than dead 
—On a more elevated tomb, and under an aſſemblage of 
military weapons, is pourtrayed a warrior; ſuppoſed to be 
mortally wounded, expiring in the attitude of adoration, 
and with the ſpirit of that noble line, 


* O! ſave my country, beav 271 be thy las. 


4 youth, beholding the repreſentation of this gallant 
patriot, ſeems to be ſtruck with admiration, and charm- 
ed with delight. A- miniſter diverts his attention to an 
object of infinitely higher dignity, and greater wonder. 


If the hero died PRO PATRIA, In defence of bis country: 
CunrisT died—Pro Ininicis, For the ſatwarion of his 
enemies, An inſtance this, of ſuch diſintereſted, diffu- 
five, and divine benevolence; as makes all that heroes 
have achieved, and patriots ſuffered, dwindle into no- 
thing, and ſcarce deſerve our 64 
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. MEDITATIONS 


AMONG 8 


THE TOMBS. 


IN, A LETTER TO A LADY. 


MADAM, 


RAVELLING lately into 8 1 hap- 
T p pened to alight at a conſiderable village, in 
Fw that county: where finding myſelf, un- 
Tre at an unexpected neceſſity of ſtaying a little, I took 
a walk to the church*. The doors, like the heaven 
to which they lead, were wide open; and readily ad- 
mitted an unworthy ſtranger, Pleaſed with the oppor- 
tunity, I reſolved by 5 a few minutes under the 
ſacred roof. 5 


In 
22 1 had named, in ſome former editions, ee aan, vix. 
KiLKHAMPTON;z Where ſeveral of the monuments, deſcribed in 
the following pages, really exiſt. But as I thought it convenient, to 
mention ſome caſes here, which are not, according to the beſt of my 
remembrance, referred to in any inſcriptions there; I have now 
omitted the name. That imagination might operate more freely, 


and the improvement of the reader be conſulted, without any thing 
"That ſhould look like a variation from truth and fact. 


2 MEDITATIONS 
In a ſituation ſo retired and awful, I could not avdld 


falling into a train of Meditations, /erious and mourn. 
fully pleaſing. Which, I truſt, were in ſome degree 
profitable to me, while they poſſeſſed and warmed my 
# thoughts; and, if they may adminiſter any ſatisfac- 
tion, to you, Madam, now they are recollected, and 
committed to writing, I ſhall receive a freſh pleaſure 
from them, | - | 
It was an ancient pile; reared by hands, that, ages 
ago, were mouldered into duſt—Situate in the centre 
of a large Bwrial-ground ; remote from all the noiſe and 
hurry of tumultuous life. The body ſpacious ; the 
ſtructure lofty ; the whole magnificently plain. A row 
of regular pillars extended themſelves through the 
midſt ; ſupporting the roof with ſimplicity, and with 
dignity.— The light that paſſed through the windows, 
ſeemed to ſhed a kind of luminous obſcurity : which gave 
every object a grave and venerable air.—The deep fence, | 
added to the gloomy aſpect, and both heightened by 
the lonelineſs of the place, greatly increaſed the ſolem- I | 
e 
I 


P ee i lee ens. JED 


nity of the ſcene. —A ſort of religiaus dread ſtole inſen - 
ſibly on my mind, while I advanced, all penſive and 
thoughtful, along the inmoſt ile. Such a dread, as 
huſhed every ruder paſſion, and diſſipated all the gay 
images of an alluring world. 5 7 

Having adored that Eternal Majeſty, who, far 
from being confined to temples made with hands, has t. 
heaven for his throne, and the earth for his foot-ſtool Ml 
I took particular notice of a handſome altar- piece; No 
preſented, as I was afterwards informed, by the maſter - o 
builders of Stow“; out of gratitude, I preſume, to that In 
gracious Gop, who carried them through their e. e 


* The name of a grand ſeat, belonging to the late Earl of Bath: re- le 
markable formerly, for it's excellent workmanſhip, and elegant fur- er 
niture; once the principal reſort of the quality and gentry of the Weſt; 
but now demoliſhed, laid eyen with the ground, and ſcarce one ſtone 
left upon another. So that corn may grow, or aettles ſpring, where 
d. lately ſtood. : FI 


AMONG THE TOMBS: 3 


and enabled them to ** bring forth their top-ſtone with 
joy. 

O! how amiable is gratitude eſpecially when it 1 
the ſupreme Benefactor for it's object. 1 have always 
looked upon gratitude, as the moſt exalted principle that 
can actuate the heart of man. It has ſomething noble, 
diſintereſted, and (if I may be allowed the term) gene- 
rouſly devout. Repentance indicates our nature fallen, 
and prajer turns chiefly upon a regard to one's ſelf. 
But the exerciſes of gratitude ſubſiſted in Paradiſe, 
when there was no fault to deplore ; and will be per- 


petuated in heaven, when Gon ſhall. be all in all.” 
The language of this ſweet temper is, I am un- 


« ſpeakably obliged : what return ſhall I make? 
And, ſurely, it is no improper expreſſion of an unfeign- 
cd thankfulneſs, to decorate our Creator's courts, and 
beautify ** the place where his honour dwelleth.” Of 
old, the habitation of his feet was glorious : let it not, 
now, be ſordid or contemptible. It muſt grieve an in- 
genuous. mind, and be a reproach to any peopie, to 
have their own houſes wainſcoted with cedar, and paint- 
ed with vermilion; while the temple of the Lord of 
Hoſts is deſtitute of, every decent ornament. . - 


Here J recolieted, and was charmed with Solomon's 
fine addreſs to the Almighty, at the dedication of his 
tamous temple. With immenſe charge, and exquiſite 
ill, he had ereQed the moſt rich and finiſhed ſtruc- 
ture, that the ſun ever ſaw. Yet, upon a review of his 
work, and a reflection on the tranſcendent perfections 
of the Godhead, how he exalts the one, and abaſes the 
other !— The building was too glorious, for the mightieſt 
monarch to inhabit ; too /acred, for unhallowed feet 
eren to enter; yet infinitely too mean, for the Deity to - 
reſide in. It. was, and the royal worſhipper acknow- 


e · ¶ ledged it to be, a moſt marvellous vouchſafement in un- 


4. Noeated . to “ put his name there. — The 
— B whole 


9 heaven of heavens, cannot contain thee ; how much lefi 
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whole paſſage breathes ſuch a delicacy, and is animated 
with ſuch a ſublimity of ſentiment, that I cannot per. 
ſuade myſelf to paſs on without repeating it. But vill 
GOD indeed dwell on earth? Behold! the heaven, and 


this houje that I have builded /—Incomparable ſaying ! 
worthy the wiſeſt of men. Who would not chooſe to 
poſſeſs ſuch an elevated devotion, rather than to own all 
the glittering materials of that ſumptuous edifice ? 

We are apt to be ſtruck with admiration at the ſtate- 
Iineſs and grandeur of a maſterly performance in archi. 
tecture. And, perhaps, on a ſight of the ancient ſanc- 
tuary, ſhould have made the /uperficial obſervation of the 
diſciples ; ** What manner of ſtones, and what build- 
«« ings are here! - But what a-obler turn of thought, 


and ſuſter taſte of things, does it diſcover ; to join with 
T/raePs King, in celebrating the condeſcenſion of the di- 


vine Inhabitant ! That the high and lofty One, who fills 
| | immen- 


* Kings viii. 27. But wil/-—A fine abrupt beginning, moſt ſig- 
nificantly deſcribing the amazement and rapture of the royal Pro- 
phet's mind l-GOD : He uſes no epithet, where writers of inferior 
diſcernment would have been fond to multiply them: but ſpeaks 
of the Deity, as an incomprehenſible being, whoſe perfections and 
glories are exalted above all praiſe.—-Dvcl! ; To beſtow on finful 
creatures a propitious look; to favour them with a tranſient viſit of 
kindneſs ; even this were an unutterable obligation. Will he then 
vouchſafe to fix his abode among them, and take up his ſtated reſi- 
dence with them Indeed: A word, in this connection, peculiarly 
emphatical; expreſſive of a condeſcenſion, wonderful and extraordi- 
nary almoſt beyond all credibility. Belold: Intimating the continu- 
ed, or rather the increaſing ſurpriſe of the ſpeaker, and awakening 
the attention of the hearer.=Behold ! the heanicn ; The ſpacious con- 
cave of the firmament ; that wide-extended azure circumference, in 
which wo:lds unnumbered perform their revolutions, is too ſcanty an 
apartment for the Godhead. Nay, The heaven of heavens : Thoſe 
vaſtly higher tracts, which lie far beyond the limits of human ſur- 
vey ; to which our very thoughts can hardly ſoar : even Theſe (un- 
bounded as they. are) cannot afford an adequate habitation for Ix- 
HOVAH : even theſe*dwindle into a point, when compared with the in- 
finitude of his effence; even Theſe, ** are as nothing before him.” 
mw How much leſs proportionate is this poor diminutive ſpeck (which 
I have been erecting and embelliſhing), to ſo auguſt a Preſence, fo 
immenſe a Majeſty ! 
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immenſity with his glory, ſhould, ina peculiar manner, 
fx his abode there ! ſhould zhere manifeſt an extraordi- 
nary degree of his henedictive preſence ; permit ſinful 
mortals to approach his majeſty; and promiſe ** to- 
« make them joyful in his houſe of. prayer !'—Thts . 
ſhould more ſenſibly affect our hearts, than the moſt cu- 
rious arrangement of ſtones can delight our eyes. 


Nay, the everlaſting God does not diſdain to dwell * 
in our /ouls by his Holy Spirit ; and to make even our 
bodies his temple. —Tell me, ye that frame critical judg- 
ments, and balance nicely the diſtinction of things; ** is 
« this moſt aſtoniſhing, or moſt rejoicing ?*''—He hum- 
bleth himſelf, the ſcripture aſſures us, even to behold 
the things that are in heaven“. *Tis a moſt conde- 
ſcending favour, if HE pleaſes to take the leaſt approv- 
ing notice of angels and archangels, when they bow 
down in homage from their celeſtial thrones. Will he 
then graciouſly regard, will he be united, moſt 7ntimate- 
Y united to poor, polluted, breathing duſt ? — Unparal- 
k!'d honour ! invaluable privilege ! Be this my portion, 
and I ſhall not covet crowns, nor envy conquerors. 


But let me remember, what a /an2ity of diſpoſition, 
and «prightne/7 of converſation, ſo exalted a relation de- 
mands: remember this, and rejoice with trembling.“ 
—Durſt I commit any iniquity, while I tread theſe hal- 
lowed courts ? Could the Fewifp high prieſt allow him- 
ſelf in any known tranſgreſſion, while he made that ſo- 
lemn yearly entrance + into the holy of holies, and ſtood 
before the immediate preſence of FEHOYVAH? No, 
truly. In ſuch circumſtances, a thinking perſon muſt 
ſhudder at the moſt remote ſolicitation, to any wilful of- 
fence, I ſhould zow be ſhocked at the leaſt indecency of 
behaviour, and am apprehenſive of every appearance of 
evil, —And why do we not carry this holy jealouſy, into 

B 2 all 


* Pſal, cxiii. 6. + Heb. ix. 7. 
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all our ordinary life ? Why do we not, in every place “, 
reverence ourſelves ; as perſons dedicated to the divini- 
ty, as /iving temples of the Godhead ? for, if we are real, 
and not merely nominal chriſtians, the Gop of glory, 
according to his own promiſe , dwells in us, and walks 


in u. — O! that this one doctrine of our religion might 


operate; with an abiding efficacy, upon our conſci- 
ences: It would be inſtead of a thou/and laws, to regulate 
our conduct; inſtead of a zhoy/and motives, to quicken us 
in holineſs. Under the influence of /zck a conviction, 
we ſhould ſtudy to maintain a purity of intention ; a 
dignity of action; and to walk worthy of that tranſcen- 
dently majeſtic Being, who admits us to a fellowſhip 
with himſelf, and with his Son Jesvs Curisr, 


The next thing which engaged my attention, was 


the lettered floor. The pavement, ſomewhat like Exe. 


kiePs roll, was written over from one end to the other. 
I ſoon perceived the compariſon to hold good, in ano- 
ther reſpect; and the inſcriptions to be matter of 
«* mourning, lamentation, and woe t. They ſeemed to 
court my obſervation ; ſilently inviting me to read them, 
And what would theſe dumb monitors inform me of ? 
«© That, beneath their little circumferences, were de- 
<« poſited ſuch and ſuch pieces of clay, which once /ived 
«© and moved, and talked: that they had received a 
charge to preſerve their names, and were the remain- 
« ing truſtees of their memory.“ 


Ah! faid F, is ſach my ſituation ! The adorable Crea- 


tor around me, and the bones of my fellow creatures 


under 


— — _ — TU wv ua ary uvio o auloy, was the fa- 
vourite maxim of Pythago! as, and ſuppoſed to be one of the beſt moral 
precepts, ever given to the heathen world. With what ſuperior 
force, and very ſingular advantage, does this argument take place in 


the chriſtian ſcheme! Where we are taught to regard ourſelves, not 
merely as intellectual beings, who have reaſon for our monitor; but as 
conſecrated creatures, who have a God of the moſt conſummate pertec« 
tion, ever with us, ever in us. 


+ 2 Cor. vi. 16. 2 Ezck. ii. 10. 
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under me! ſurely, then, I have great reaſon to cry out, 
with the revering patriarch, How dreadful is this place“ 
Seriouſneſs and devotion become this houſe for ever. 

May I never enter it lightly or irreverently ; but with a 
profound awe, and godly fear. | 
O! that they were wiſe +! ſaid the inſpired penman.. 
It was his laſt with for his dear people. He breathed it 
out, and gave up the ghoſt. —But what is wiſdom ? it 
conliſts not in refined ſpeculations ; accurate reſearches- 
into nature; or an univerſal acquaintance with hiſtory. 
The divine lawgiver ſettles this important point, in his 
next aſpiration: O! that they. underſtood this ! that they 
had right apprehenſions of their ſpiritual interefts, and 
eternal concerns! that they had eyes to diſcern, and 
inclinations to purſue, the things which belong to their 
peace !-—But how ſhall they attain this valuable know- 
ledge ? I ſend them not, adds the illuſtrious teacher, to 
turn over all the volumes of literature : they may ac- 
quire, and much more expeditiouſly, this ſcience of life, 
by confidering their latter end. This ſpark of heaven 
is often loſt, under the glitter of pompous erudition; 
but ſhines clearly, in the gloomy manſions of the 
tomb. Drowned is this gentle whiſper, amidſt the a0 
of ſecular affairs; but ſpeaks diſtinctly, in the retire- 
ment of ſerious contemplation.—Behold ! how provi- 
dentially I am brought to the ſchool of wiſdom tf! The 
grave, is the moſt faithful & maſter ; and theſe inſtances 
of mortality, the moſt inſtructive leſſons. —Come then, 
calm attention, and compoſe my thoughts; come, thou 
celeftial Spirit, and enlighten my mind; that I may fo: 
| 3-064 peruſe. 


Gen. xxviii. 17. + Deut. xxxii. 29. 
+ The man how wiſe, who, ſick of gaudy ſcenes, 
Is led by choice to take his favourite walk 
Beneath death's gloomy, filent, cypreſs ſhades, 
Unpierc'd by vanity's fantaſtic ray 
To read his monuments, to weigh his duſt, 
Viſit his vaults, and dwell among the tombs! | 
| i — Night Thoughty, 
& Wait the great teacher death. Porz. 
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peruſe theſe awful pages, as to become © wiſe unto 
« ſalvation,” 


Examining the records of mortality, I found the me- 
mortals of a * promiſcuous multitude. They were hud- 
dled, at leaſt they reſted together, without any regard 
to rank or ſeniority, None were ambitious of the up- 
permoſt rooms, or chief ſeats, in this houſe of mourn- 


ing. None entertained fond and eager expectations of 


being honourably greered, in their darkſome cells, The 
man of years and experience, reputed as an oracle in 
his generation, was content to lie down at the feet of a 
babe. In this houſe appointed for all living, the ſer- 
vant was equally accommodated, and lodged in the ſame 
ſtory, with his maſter, The poor indigent lay as ſoftly, 
and flept as ſoundly, as the moſt opulent poſſeſſor. All the 
diſtinction that ſubſiſted, was, a graſſy hillock, bound 
with oſiers; or a ſepulchral ſtone, ornamented with 
imagery. | 
Why then, ſaid my working thoughts, O! why ſhould 
we raiſe ſuch a mighty itir, about /uperiority and prece- 
dence ; when the next remove, will reduce us all to a 
ſtate of equal meanneſs? Why thould we exalt our- 
elves, or debaſe others ; ſince we muſt all, one day, 
he upon a common level, and blended together in the 
ſame undiſtinguiſhed duſt? O! that this conſideration 
right humble my own, and others pride; and fink our 
i.naginations as low, as our habitations will ſhortly be! 
Among theſe confuſed relics of humanity, there are, 
without doubt, perſons of contrary intereſts, and contra- 
di Sing ſentiments. But death, like ſame able days- 
man, has laid his hand on the-contending parties; and 
brought all their differences to an + amicable conclu- 
ſion. Here enemies, ſworn enemies, dwell together in 
nnity. They drop every imbittered thought, and for- 
5 X get 
Mia ſerum ac juvenum denſantur funera. Hok. 
+ Hi motus animorum, atque hac certamina tanta, 


Putocris exigui jaftu cempreſſa quieſcent, -- Yao 
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get that they once were foes. Perhaps, their erumbling 
bones mix, as they moulder : and thoſe who while they 
lived, ſtood aloof in irreconcileable variance ; here fall 
into mutual embraces, and even incorporate with each 
other in the grave. O] that we might learn from theſe 
friendly aſhes, not to perpetuate-the memory of inju- 
ries ; not to foment the fever of re/entmert ; nor cherith 
the turbulence of paſſion, That there may be as little 
animoſity and diſagreement in the land of the living, as 
there is in the congregation of the dead !—But 1 ſuſ- 
pend for a while ſuch general obſervations, and addreſs 
myſelf to a more particular inquiry. 


Vonder white ſtone, emblem of the innocence it co- 
vers, informs the beholder of one, who breathed out it's 
tender ſoul, almoſt in the inſtant of receiving it.— 
There, the peaceful iu, without ſo much as knowing 
what labour and vexation mean, lies ſtill and is 
quiet; it ſleeps and is at reſt.” Staying only to 
waſh away it's native impurity in the laver of regenera- . 
tion, it bid a ſpeedy adieu to time, and terreſtrial things. 
— What did the little haſty ſojourner find, ſo forbidding 
and diſguſtful in our upper world, to occaſion it's pre- 
cipitant exit ? *Tis written, indeed, of it's ſuffering Sa- 
viour, that when he had taſted the vinegar mingled 
with gall, he would not drink f. And, did our new- 
come {tranger, begin to fp the cup of life: but, per- 
ceiving the bitterneſs, turn away it's head, and refuſe 
the draught ? Was this the cauſe, why the wary babe 
only opened it's eyes; juſt looked on the light; and 
then withdrew, into the more inviting regions of undiſ- 
turbed repoſe ? 

Happy voyager |. no ſooner launched, than arrived 
at the haven 11— But more eminently happy they, who 
have 


job iii. 13. + Matt. xxvii. 34. 
1 Happy the babe who privileg'd by fate . 
To ſhorter labour, and a lighter weight, 
Receiv'd but yeſterday the gift of breath, 
Order'd to-morrow to rgtura to death, + Pr1oR*s Sl, 
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have paſſed the waves, and weathered all the ſtorms, of 
a troubleſome and dangerous world! who, through 
« many tribulations, have entered into the kingdom of 
« heaven; and thereby brought honour to their divine 
convoy, adminiſtered comfort to the companions of their 
toil, and left an inſtructive example te ſucceeding pil- 
grims. | 
Highly favoured probationer ! accepted without be- 
ing exerciſed It was thy peculiar privilege, not to feel 
the ſlighteſt of thoſe evils, which oppreft thy ſurviving: 
kindred ; which frequently fetch groans, from the moſt 
manly fortitude, or moſt elevated faith. The arrows of 
calamity, barbed with anguiſh, are often fixed deep in 
our choiceft comforts. The fiery darts of temptation, 
ſhot from the hand of hell, are always flying in ſhow- 
ers around our integrity. To thee, ſweet babe, both. 
theſe diſtreſſes and dangers were alike unknown. 


Conſider this, ye mourning parents, and dry. up your 
tears. Why ſhould you lament, that your little ones are 
crowned with victory, before the ſword was drawn, or 
the conflit begun ?—Perhaps, the ſupreme Diſpoſer of 
events, foreſaw ſome inevitable ſnare of temptation 
forming, or ſome dreadful ſtorm of adverſity impending.. 
And why ſhould you be ſo diſſatisfied, with that kind 
precaution ; which houſed your pleafant plant, and re- 
moved into ſhelter a tender flower, before the thunders 
roared : befare the lightenings flew : before the tempeſt 
poured it's rage? O remember! they are not loſt, but 
talen away from the evil to come. 


At the ſame time, let ſurvivors, doomed to bear the 
heat and burden of the day, for their, encouragement re- 
flet—that it is more honourable to have entered the 
liſts, and to have fought the good fight, before they 
come off conquerors, They who have bore the croſs, 
and ſubmitted to afflictive providences, with a chearful 

i relig- 


Ia. Ivii. 1. 
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reſignation; have girded up the loins of their mind, 
and performed their maſter's will, with an honeſt and 
perſevering fidelity :—theſe, having glorified their Re- 
deemer on earth, will, probably, be as ſtars of the fit 
magnitude in heaven. They will ſhine with brighter 
beams, be repleniſhed with ſtronger j Joys, it in their Lord's 
everlaſting kingdom. | 


Here lies the grief of a fond mother, and the blaſt . 
ed expectation of an indulgent father.—The yourh grew 
up, like a well-watered plant ; he ſhot deep, roſe high, 
and bid fair for manhood, But juſt as the cedar began 
to tower, and promiſe, ere long, to be the pride of the 
wood, and prince among the neighbouring trees—Be- 
hold ! the axis laid unto the root; the fatal blow ſtruck 
and all- it's branching honours tumbled to the duſt, — 
And did he fall alone ? no : the hopes of his father that 
begat him, and the pleaſing proſpects of her that bare 
him, fell, and were cruſhed together with him. 

Doubtleſs, it would have pierced one's heart, to have 
beheld the tender parents, . following the breathleſs 
youth, to his long home. Perhaps, drowned in tears, 
and all overwhelmed with ſorrows, they ſtood, like 
weeping ſtatues, on this very ſpot. —Methinks, I ſee 
the deeply- diſtreſſed mourners attending the fad ſolem- 
nity. How they wring their hands, and pour floods 
from their eyes!—lIs it fancy? or do!] really hear the 
paſſionate mother, in an agony of affliction, taking her 
final leave of the darling of her ſoul? Dumb ſhe re. 
mained, while the awful obſequies were performing; 
dumb with grief, and leaning upon the partner of her 
woes. But now the inward anguiſh ſtruggles for vent; 
it grows too big to be oppreſſed. She advances to the 
brink of the grave. All her ſoul is in her eyes. She 
faſtens one more look upon the dear doleſul object, before 
the pit ſhuts it's mouth upon him. And as ſhe looks, 
the cries; -in broken accents, interrupted by many a 

riſing 
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riſing ſob, ſhe cries—** Farewell, my ſon l my ſon l my 
only beloved! would to Gop I had died for thee !— 
Farewell, my child! and farewell all my earthly 
« happineſs -I ſhall never more ſee good, in the land 
of the living. — Attempt not to comfort me,—T will 
„go mourning all my days, till my grey > come 
cc down, with ſorrow, to the grave.” 

From this affecting repreſentation, let parents be con- 
| viriced how highly it concerns them to cultivate the - 
4 rals, and ſecure the immortal intereſts of their children, 
| 


# If you really love the offspring of your own bodies; 
| if your bowels yearn over,thoſe amiable pledges of con- 
# jugal endearment ; ſpare no pains, give all diligence, 
1 entreat you, ** to bring them up in the nurture and 

* admonition of the Lord.” Then, may you have joy 

in their life, or conſolation in their death. If their 

ſpan is prolonged; their unblameable and uſeful conduct, 
# will be the ſtaff of your age, and a balm for declining 
| 

ö 

1 

| 


nature. Or, if the number of their years be cut off in 
the midſt; you may commit their remains to the duſt, 
with much the ſame comfortable expectations, as you 
| ſend the ſurvivors to places of genteel education. Vou 
= may commit them to the duſt, with chearing hopes of 
| receiving them again to your arms, inexpreſſibly improved 
\ in every noble and endearing accompliſhment. 

'Tis certainly a /evere trial; and much more afflictive, 
than I am able to imagine; to reſign a lovely blooming 
creature, ſprung from your own loins, to the gloomy 
receſſes of corruption. Thu; to reſign him, after hav- 
ing been long dandled upon your knees; united to your 
affections by a thouſand ties of tenderneſs ; and now 
become, both the delight of your eyes, and the ſupport 
of your family !—To have ſuch a one torn from your 
boſom, and thrown into darkneſs ; doubtleſs, it muſt 
be like a dagger.i in your hearts.,—But O! bow much 
more cutting to you, and confounding to the oo to 
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have the ſoul ſeparated from God; and, for ſhameful 
ignorance, or early impiety, tranſmitted to places of — 
torment | How would it aggravate your diſtreſs, and add 
a diſtracting empbaſis to all your ſighs, if you ſhould fol- 
low the pale corpſe with theſe bitter reflectious . This 
«« Gear creature, though long ago capable of knowing 
« goad from evil, is gone our of the world, before it 
« had learned the great deſign of coming into it. A 
« ſhort-lived momentary exiſtence, it received from me; 
« but no good inſtructions, no holy admonitions, no- 
«« thing to further it's well-being in that everlaſting 
« ſtate, upon which it is now entered. The poor body is 
« conſigned to the coffin, and carried out to conſume 
away, in the cold and filent grave. And what reafon 
„have I to ſuppoſe, that the precious ſoul is in a better 
« condition? May I not juſtly fear, that, ſentenced by 
s the righteous Judge, it is going, or gone away, into 
te the pains of endleſs puniſhment ? — Perhaps, while I 
« am bewwailing it's untimely departure; it may be 
4 curſiug, in outer darkneſs, that ever to be deplored, 
« that moſt calamitous day, when it was born of ſuch 
«« acarcleſs, ungodly parent, as I have been.“ | 


Nothing, I think, but the gnawings of that worm 
which never dies, can equal the anguiſh of theſe ſelf- 
condemning thoughts. The tortures of a rack muſt 
be an eaſy ſuffering, compared with the ſtings and hor- 
rors of ſuch a remorſe. —How earneſtly do I wiſh, that 
as many as are-intruſted with the management of chil- 
dren, would take timely care to prevent theſe ſcourges 
of conſcience ; by endeavouring to conduct their minds 
into an early hnewledge of Chriſt, and a cordial love of 
his truth ! 


On this hand is lodged one, whoſe ſepulchral ſtone 
tells a moſt pitiable tale indeed! Well may the /z/e 
images, reclined over the ſleeping aſhes, hang down their 


heads with that penſive air! None can conſider ſo mourn- 
ful 
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ful a ſtory, without feeling ſome touches of ſympathi. 
zing concern.,—His age twenty-eight ; his death /ud- 
gen; himſelf cut down in the prime of life, amidſt all 
the vivacity and vigour of manhood ; while *©* his breaſts 
«« were full of milk, and his bones moiſtened with mar- 
« row.” —Probably, he entertained no apprehenſions 
of the evil hour. And indeed, who could have ſuſ- 
pected, that ſo bright a ſun ſhould go down at noon ? 
To human appearance his hill ſtood ſtrong. Length of 
days ſeemed written in his ſanguine countenance. He 
ſolaced himſelf with the proſpect of a long, long ſeries 
of earthly ſatisfactions.— When, lo! an unexpected 
ſtroke deſcends ! deſcends from that mighty arm, which 
% overturneth the mountains by their roots; and cruſh- 
es the imaginary hero, ' before the math ;** as quick- 
ly, and more eaſily, than our fingers preſs ſuch a feeble 
fluttering inſe to death. 


Perhaps, the auptial joys were all he thought on.— 
Were not ſuch the breathings of his enamour'd ſoul ? 
Vet a very little while, and I ſhall poſſeſs the utmoſt 
«© of my wiſhes. I ſhall call my charmer mine; and, 
« in her, enjoy whatever my heart can crave. In the 
midſt of ſuch enchanting views, had ſome faithful friend 
but ſoftly reminded him of an opening grave, and the 


end of all things; how Anſeaſonably would he have reck- 


oned the admonition ! Yet, though all warm with life, 
and 


Job iv. 19. Lemni e. Ad inſtar, ad modum, Tine. I retain 
this interpretation, both as it is maſt ſuitable to my purpole, and as it 
is patronized by ſome eminent commentators ; eſpecially the celebrated 
Schuitens, Though I cannot but give the preference to the opinion 
of a judicious friend, who would render the paſſage more literally, 
Before the face of a moth ; making it to repreſent a creature ſo ex- 
ceedingly frail, that even a moth, flying againſt it, may daſh it to 
pieces. Which, beſides it's clofer correſpondence with the exact im- 
pott of the Hebreto, preſents us with a much finer image of the moit 
extreme imbecility. For it certainly implies a far greater degree of 
weakneſs, to be cruſhed by the feeble flutter of the feebleſt creature, 
than only to be cruſhed. as eaſily as that creature by the hand of man. 


he French verſion is very expreſſive aud beautiful; à la renconire 
dun vermiſſeau. : 
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and rich in viſionary bliſs, he was even then tottering 
upon the brink of both. Dreadful viciſſitude; to have 
the * bridal feſtivity turned into the funeral folemnity ! 
Deplorable misfortune! to be ſhipwrecked in the very 
haven ! and to periſh even in ſight of happineſs !.— 
What a memorable proof is here of the frailty of man, 
in his beſt eftate ! Look, O! look on this monument, 
ye gay and care/e/s ; attend to this date; and boaſt no 

more of to-morrow ! | 
Who can tell, but the &bride-maids, girded with glad- 
neſs, had prepared the marriage-bed ? Had decked it 
with the richeſt covers, and dreſſed it in pillows of 
down ? When—oh ! truſt not in youth, or ſtrength, or 
in any thing mortal ; for there is nothing certain, no- 
thing to be depended on ; beneath the unchangeable 
Gop—Death, relentleſs death, is making him another 
kind of bed in the duſt of theearth. Unto this he muſt 
be conveyed, not with a ſplendid proceſſion of joyous attend 
ants ; but ſtretched in the gloomy hear/e, and followed by 
a train of mourners. On this he muſt take up a lonely 
lodging, nor ever be releaſed, **< till the heavens are no 
« more.” In vain does the conſenting fair-oze put on 
her ornaments, and expect her ſpouſe. Did ſhe not, like 
Siſera's mother, look out of the lattice ; chide the de- 
lays of her beloved; and wonder why his chariot was 
ſo long in coming?“ little thinking, that the intended 
bridegroom had for ever done with tranſitory things ! 
that now everlaſting cares employ his mind, without 
one fingle remembrance of his lovely Zucixda /—Go, 
C diſap- 

Ny" 1 R 

Play, —_— ay — 0 LEES 
O norte ipſa mortis tempus indignius { Jam deftinata erat egregio ju 
wveni ; jam elettus numptiarum dies; jam nos advocati. Nd, gaudium 
fu _— mutatum eff! Non 2 T — Nags 2 an- 
dolor — quod in veſtes, margaritas, gemmat, fuerae 


eregaturus, hoc in tiara, & unguenta, & odores impenderetur. 
N Prix. Lib, V. Epil. 26. 
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diſappointed virgin! go, mourn the uncertainty of all 
created bliſs ! Teach thy ſoul to aſpire after a ſure and 
immutable felicity ! For the once gay and gallant Figelio 
| fleeps in other embraces ; even in the icy arms of death! 
forgetful, eternally forgetful, of the world—and bee. 


Hitherto, one is tempted to excla im againſt the king 
of terrors, and call him capriciouſly cruel. He ſeems, by 
beginning at the wrong end of the regiſter, to have in- 
verted the laws of nature. Paſſing over the couch of 
decrepit age, he has nipped infancy in it's bad ; blaſted 
youth in it's b/oom ; and torn up manhood in it's full 
maturity. Terrible indeed are theſe providences, yet 
not unſearchable their counſels. | 


: For us they ficken, and for us they die *. 


Such ſtrokes, muſt not only grieve the relatives, but 
ſurpriſe the whole neighbourhood. They ſound a pow- 
erful alarm to heedleſs dreaming mortals, and. are in- 
tended as a remedy for our carnal ſecurity. Such paſ- 
ſing-bells, inculcate loudly our Lord's admonition ; 
« Take ye heed, watch, and pray: for ye know not, 
« when the time is.“ —We nod, like intoxicated crea- 
tures, upon the very verge of a tremendous precipice. 
Theſe aſtoniſhing diſpenſations, are the kind meſſengers 
of heaven; to rouſe us from our /upinene/s, and quicken 
us into timely circumſpection. I need not, ſurely, ac- 
commodate them with language, nor act as their inter- 

preter. Let every one's conſcience be awake, and this 
will appear their awful meaning.— O! ye ſons of 
men, in the midſt of life you are in death. No ſtate, 
«« no circumſtances, can aſcertain your preſervation a 
« ſingle moment. So frong is the tyrant's arm, that 
«« nothing can reſiſt it's force; ſo true his aim, that no- 
«« thing can elude the blow. Sudden as lightening, 


« ſometimes, is his arrow launched ; and wounds, and 
; : CC kills, 


Night Thoughts, 
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« kills, in the twinkling of an eye. Never promiſe 
«« yourſelves ſafety in any expedient, but conſtant pre- 
„ paration. The fatal ſhafts fly ſo promiſcuouſly, 
*« that none can guefs the next victim. Therefore, bs 
&« 14 always ready: for in ſuch an hour as ye think not, the 
final ſummons cometh.“ | 2 

Be ye always ready : for in ſuch an hour as ye think not 
Important admonition ! methinks, it reverberates 
from ſepulchre to fepulchre ; and addreſſes me with line 
upon line, and precept upon precept.—T'he reiterated 
warning, I acknowledge, is too needful ; may co-ope- 
rating grace, render it effe&ual ! The momentous truth, 
though worthy to be engraved, on the tables of a moſt 
tenacious memory, is but ſlightly Rerched, on the tran- 
fient flow of paſſion. We ſee our neighbours fall; we 
turn pale at the ſhock ; and feel, perhaps, a trembling 
dread. No ſooner are they removed from our ſight ; 
but, driven in the whirl of buſineſs, or lulled in the 
languors of pleaſure, we forget the providence, and 
neglect it's errand. The impreſſion made on our un- 
ſtable minds, is like the trace of an arrow, through the 
penetrated air ; or the path of a keel, in the furrowed 
wave. —Strange ſtupidity ! To cure it, another monitor 
beſpeaks me, from a neighbouring ſtone, It contains 
the narrative of an unhappy mortal, ſnatched from his 


friends, and hurried to the awful bar ; without leiſure, 


either to take a /aft farewel of the one, or to put up ſo 
much as a fingle prayer preparatory for the other: kill- 
ed, according to the uſual expreſſion, by a ſudden 

ſtroke of caſualty, » | . 
Was is then a random ſtroke? Doubtleſs, the blow 
came from an aiming, though inviſible hand. Gop 
preſideth over the armies of heaven; Gop ruleth a- 
mong the inhabitants of the earth; and Gop conduct- 
eth, what men call chance. Nothing, nothing comes 
to paſs through a blind and undiſcerning fatality. If 
C 2 * acci- 
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accidents happen; they happen according to the exact 
foreknowledge, and conformably to the determinate 
counſels, of eternal Wiſdom. The Lord, with whom 
are the iſſues of death, ſigns the warrant, and gives the 
high commiſſion. [The ſeemingly fortuitous diſaſter is 
only the agent, or the infrument, appointed to execute 
the ſupreme decree. When the king of 1/acl was mor- 
tally wounded, it ſeemed to be a caſual ſhot. A certain 
man drew a bow, at a venture. — At a venture, as he 
thought. But his hand was ſtrengthened by an om- 
nipotent aid; and the ſhaft levelled by an unerring eye. 
So that, what we term caſualty, is really providence ; ac- 
compliſhing deliberate deſigns, but concealing it's own 
interpoſition.— How comforting this reflection! Admi- 
rably adapted, to ſooth the throbbing anguiſh of the 
mourners, and compoſe their ſpirits into a quiet ſub- 
miſſion ! Excellently ſuited to diffipate the fears of 
gadly ſurvivors, and create a calm intrepidity even a- 
midſt innumerable perils ! 


How bin is the partition, between this world and 
another ! How Sort the tranſition, from time to eter. 
nity ! The partition, nothing more than the breath in 
our noſtrils; and the tranſition may be made, in the 
twinkling of an eye. Poor Chremylus, I remember, a- 
roſe from the diverſion of a eard- table, and dropt into 
the dwellings of darkneſs.— One night, Corinna was all 
gaiety in her ſpirits, all finery in her apparel, at a mag- 
nificent ball, The next night, ſhe lay pale and ſtiff, 
an extended corpſe, and ready to be mingled with the 
mouldering dead, —Young Atticus lived to ſee his am- 
ple and commodious ſeat completed : but not to ſpend 
one joyous hour, under the ſtately roof. The. ſaſhes 
were hung, to admit the day ; but the maſter's eyes are 
cloſed in endleſs night. The apartments were furniſh- 
ed, to invite ſociety, or adminiſter repoſe ; ; but their 
lord refts in the lower parts of the earth, in the ſoli- 

tary, 


* 1 Kings xxil. 34 
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tary, ſilent chambers of the tomb. The gardens were 
planned, and a thouſand elegant decorations deſigned z 
but alas! their intended poſſeſſor, is gone down to 
the place of ſkulls ;”* is gone down to the valley of the 
ſhadow of death. | 


While I am recolle&ing, many, I queſtion not, are 
experiencing the ſame tragical viciſſitude. The eyes of 
that ſublime Being—who ſits upon the circle of the- 
earth, and views all it's inhabitants with one compre-- 
henſive glance—even now behold many tents in afflic-- 
tion, Such affliction as overwhelmed the Zgyprians in 
that fatal night, when the deſtroying-angel ſheathed his- 
arrows in all the pride of their ſtrength. Some, ſink- 
ing to the floor from their ea/y-chair ; and deaf even a- 
midſt the piercing ſhrieks of their diſtracted relations. 
—Some, giving up the ghoſt as they ſit retired, or lie 
reclined under the harbour, to taſte the ſweets of 
the flowery ſcene, —Some; as they fail, affociated with 
a party of pleaſure, along the dancing ſtream, and through 
the laughing meads. Nor is the grim intruder mollifi- 
ed, though wine and muſic flow around. — Some inter- 
cepted,.as they are returning home; and fome interrupted, 
as they enter upon an important negotiation.—-Some 
arreſted. with the gain of ixjuſtice in their hands; and 
fome ſurpriſed in the very act of /ewdne/5, or the attempt 
of cruelty. | £9 
Legions, legions of diſaſters, ſuch as no prudence 
can foreſee, and no care prevent, lie in wait to accom- 
pliſh our doom. A Parting hor/e may throw his rider; 
may at once daſh his body againſt the ſtones, and fling 
his ſoul into the inviſible world. A Rack of chimnies 
may tumble into the ſtreet, and cruſh the unwary paſ- 
ſenger under the ruins. Even a ſingle tile, dropping 
from the roof, may be as fatal as the fall of the whole 
ſtructure.— So frail; ſo very attenuated is the thread of 
life, that it not only burſts before the form, but breaks 
even at a breeze, The moſt common occurrences, thoſe 


C 3 from 
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from which we ſuſpe& not the leaſt harm, may prove 
the weapons of our deſtruction. A grape-ſtone, a def- 
picable fly, may be more mortal than Ge«liah, with all 
his formidable armour.—Nay, if Gop give command, 
our very comforts become &4illing. The air we breathe, 
is our bane ; and the food we eat, the vehicle of death. 
— That laſt enemy has unnumbered avenues for his ap- 
proach. Vea; lies intrenched in our very boſom, and 
helds his fortreſs in the ſeat of our life. The crimfon 
fluid, which d:fributes health, is impregnated with the 
feeds of death. Heat may inflame it, or toil oppreſs 
it ; and make it deſtroy the parts it was deſigned to che- 
Fiſh. Some unſeen impediment may obſtruct it's paſ- 
ſage, or ſome unknown violence may divert it's courſe ; 
in either of which caſes, it acts the part of a poiſonous 
draught, or a deadly ſtab. ; 


Ah! in what perils is vain life engag'd ! 
What ſlight neglects, what trivial faults deſtroy 
'The hardieſt frame ! of indolence, of toil 
We die; of want, of ſuperfluity. 
IT be all-ſurrounding heav'n, the vital air, 
Is big with death. 


Since then we are ſo liable to he diſpoſſeſſed of this 
. earthly tabernacle, let us look upon ourſelves only as 
tenants at will ; and hold ourſelves in perpetual readi- 
neſs, to depart at a moment's warning. Without ſuch 
an habitual readineſs, we are like wretches, that ſleep 
on the top of a maſt, while a horrid gulph yawns, or 
furious waves rage, below. And where can be the 
peace, what the ſatisfaction of ſuch a ſtate ?y—Whereas, 
a prepared condition will inſpire a chearfulneſs of tem- 
per, not to be diſmayed by anyalarming accident; and 
create a firmneſs of mind, not to be overthrown by the 
moſt threatening dangers. When the city is fortified 


with walls, furniſhed with proviſion, guarded by = 
an 


| 
| 
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and refolute troops ; what have the inhabitants to fear ? 
whar may they not enjoy ? So, juſt ſo, or rather by a 
much ſurer hand, are connected the real taſte of life, 
and the conſtant thought of death. 

I ſaid, our very comforts may become killing. —And ſee. 
the truth inſcribed by the hand, ſealed with the ſignet, 


of fate. The marble, which graces yonder pillar, in- 


forms me, that, near it, are depoſited the remains of 
Sopbronia; the much lamented Sophronia, who died in- 
childbed.—How often does this calamity happen? The 


branch ſhoots ; ; but tlie ſtem withers. The babe ſprings. 


to light ; but ſhe that bare him, breathes. her laſt, 


She gives life, but gives it 0 pitiable conſideration !)) 
at the expence of her own; and becomes, at once, a 
mother, and a core. Or elfe, perhaps, ſhe expires in 
ſevere pangs, and is herſelf a tomb for her infant; 
while the melancholy complaint of a monarch's woe, is 


the epitaph for them both; The children are come to the 


birth, and there is not flrength to bring forth*.—Leſs to 


be lamented, in my opinion, this misfortune than the 


other, Better, for the tender ſtranger, to be ſtopped in 
the porch ; than to enter, only to converſe with afflic- 
tion. Better to find a grave in the womb; than to be 


expoſed on a. hazardous world, without the guardian of 


it's infantile years, without the faithful guide of it's 


youth. 


This monument is diſtinguiſhed by it's finer mate- 
rials, and more delicate appendages. It ſeems to have 
taken it's model from an aftuent hand; directed by a 
generous heart ; which thought it could never do ex 
nough for the deceaſed.—lt ſeems, alſo, to exhibit an 
emblematical picture of Sophronia's perſon and accom- 
pliſnments. Is her beauty, or, what is more than beau- 


ty, her white-rob'd innocence, repreſented by the 


inowy colour ? The ſurface, ſmoothly poliſhed, like her 


Iſa. xxxvii. 3. 
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amiable temper, and engaging manners. The bel 
adorned, in a well-judged medium, between extravagant 
pomp, and ſordid negligence ; like her undiſſembled 
goodneſs, remote from the leaſt oſtentation, yet in all 
points exemplary.,—But ah! how vain, were all theſe 
endearing charms ! How vain, the luſtre of thy ſpright- 
Iv eye! How vain, the bloom of thy bridal youth! How 
vain, the honours of thy ſuperior birth! How unable 
to ſecure the lovely poſſeſſor, from the ſavage violence 
of death! How ineffectual, the univerſal eſteem of thy 
acquaintance; the fondneſs of thy tranſported huſ- 
band; or even the ſpotleſs integrity of thy character, 
to prolong thy ſpan, or procure thee a ſhort reprieve ! 
The concurrence of all theſe circumſtances, reminds 
me of thoſe beautiful and tender lines ; 


How lov'd, how valz'd once, avails thee not; 
To whom related or hy whom begot. 
A heap of duſt alone remains of thee : 
Tis all THOU art and all the PROUD ſhall he *! 
=o: — Por E' Miſcell, 


by Yet, 


 ®. Theſe verſes are inſcribed on a ſraall, but elegant monument, 
lately erected in the great church at Northampton. Which, in the 
hierog lyphical decorations, correſponds with the deſcription introduced 
above. In this circumſtance particularly, that it is dedicated to the 
memory of an amiable woman, Mrs. ANNE STONHOUSE; the 
excellent wife of my worthy friend Dr. STONHOUSE. Who has 
ſeen all the powers of that healing art, to which I, and ſo many 
others, have been greetly.indebted, failing in their attempts to. pre« 
ſerve a life dearer to him than his own. , 
Nee proſunt domino, que proſunt omnibus, artes.. 
No longer his all-healing art avails; 
But ev'ry remedy it's maſter fails. 
In the midſt of this tender diſtreſs, he has ſought ſome kind of con- 
+ ſolation, even from the ſepulchral marble. By teaching it to ſpeak; 
at once, his eſteem for er memory; and his veneration for that re- 
ligion, which ſhe ſo eminently adorned. Nor could this be more 
' fignificantly done, than by ſumming up her character, in that con- 
ciſe, but comprehenfive ſentence, A SINCERE CHRISTIAN, 
Conciſe enaugh, to be the motto for a mourning ring; yet as compre=- 


4 
1 „ * 


S 1 „ 


P 


L 
a 
1 N64 


„ © 
2 


\ 
CM 


fon» 5 we wp 
UNTILL . = a= Ares, 


ed — —· _- 11010100108 


r 
„5 0 


akne of 1— STONEHOUSE 
a ſincere CHRISTIAN f 


How lovd how valudonce avail Thee = 
1 To whom related, or by whom 
2 Aheap of Duſt alone remains o 
2 Tis all Tov art! and all the PRovD taltde'f 


all 


Tie 


mM N 


r 2 ; 


Wi wv 


| 


ATE 


4 Affe 


e died a fe days aſterFBipth of her 
7 2 in the year of her 
TS .. 


— 


"i 


— — 


2 EE bel. 8 \ 


ES bb bt 100014 Wl e aggro UNITE 


> mac oc. oo. 2 ans = YT aan £25 


AMONG THE TOMBS. 23 


is ſovereign to pluck out the ſting of death. Is not this 
the ſilent language of thoſe lamps, which burn, and of 
| | that 
kerſooe, as the moſt enlarged ſphere of perſonal, ſocial, and religious 
worth. For, whatſoever things are purez whatſoever things are 
lovely; whatſoever things are of good report; are they not all in- 
cluded in that grand and noble aggregate, A fincere Chriſtian ? 
The firſt lines, conſidered in ſuch a connection, are wonderfully 

plaintive and pathetic ; | i 

How low'd, how valu'd once, awails thee not; 

To whem' related, or by whom begot. | | 
They ſound," at leaſt in my ears, like the voice of ſorrow, mingled 
with admiration. The ſpeaker ſeems to have been loſt, for a while, 
in melancholy contemplation ; ſuddenly breaks out into this abrupt 


encomium; then melts into tears, and can proceed no farther. Yet, 
in this caſe, how eloquent is filence! While it hints t's univerſal 


eſteem which attended, and the ſuperiority of birth which diſtinguifh- 


— 


ed, the deceaſed wife; it expreſſes, beyond all the pomp of words 
the — affection, and heart- felt affliction, of the ſurviving A- 
band. -Amidſt the group of monumental marbles, which are laviſh 


of their panegyric z t4is, I think, reſembles the incomparable ad- 


dreſs of the painter. Who, having placed, round a beautiful ex- 
piring virgin, ker friends in all the agonies of grief; repreſented the 
unegualled anguiſh of the father, with far greater livelineſs and ſtrength, 
or rather with an inexpreflible emphaſis, by drawing a veil over kis 


face. 


If the laſt lines, are a wide departure from the beaten track of 
our modern epitaphs, and the very reverſe of their high-flowa come. 


pliments, 
A heap of du alone remains of Thee ! 
*Tis all THOU art -und all the PROUD Hall be! 


they are not without a precedent, and dne of the moſt conſummate 
kind. Since they breathe the very ſpirit of that ſacred elegy, in 
which all the heart of the hero and the friend, ſeems to be diſſolved; 
How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war periſied! 2 Sam. 
L 27.—They remind the reader, of that awful leſſon, which was 
originally dictated by the ſupreme Wiſdom 3 Duft thou art, and unto 
duſt thou halt return, Gen. iii. 19. — They inculcate, with all the 
force of the moſt convincing evidence, that ſolemn admonition, deli=. 
vered by the prophet; Ceaſe Te from man, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils ; 
for wherein is He to be accounted of ? Ifa. ti. 22. 
- That no reader, however inattentive, might miſtake the ſenſe and 
deſign of tai part of the fourth line, 
"Tis ALL Thou art. | 


it is guarded above and beneath. Above, is an expanded book, that 
ſeems to be waved, with an air of triumph, over the emblem of death. 
Which we cannot but ſuppole to be the volume of inſpiration, as it 
| exhibite. 
4 


Yet, though unable to divert the ſtroke, chriſtianity 
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that heart, which flames ; of thoſe palms, which flouriſh, 
and of that crown, which glitters, in the well-imitated 
and gilded marble? Do they not, to the diſcerning eye, 
deſcribe the vigilance of her faith; the fervency of her 
devotion ; her victory oyer the world; and the celeſtial 
diadem, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, ſhall 
give her at that day * ? 5 

How happy the huſband, in ſuch a ſharer of his bed, 
and partner of his fortunes.! Their inclinations were 
nicely-tuned uniſons, and all their converſation was Har- 
meny, How ſilken the yoke to ſuch a pair, and what 
bleſſings were twiſted with ſuch bands! Every joy was 
heightened, and every care alleviated. Nothing ſeemed 
wanting to conſummate their bliſs, but a hopeful proge. 
ny, riſing around them. — That they might fee them. 
ſelves, multiplied in their little ones; ſee their mingled 


| graces, transfuſed into their offspring; and feel the 


glow of their affection augmented, by being reflected from 
their children. *«« Grant us this gift, ſaid their united 
«« prayers, and our ſatisfactions are crowned ; we re- 
«« queſt no more.“ 
Alas! how blind are mortals to future events ! How 
unable to diſcern, what is really good + ! Give me chil- 
18 9 aren, 
exhibits a ſort of abridgment of it's whole contents, in thoſe animated 
words; BE YE NOT $LOTHFUL, BUT FOLLOWERS OF THEM, WHO 
THROUGH FAITH AND PATIENCE INHERIT THE PROMISES, 


Heb. vi. 12.—Beneath, that every part might be 14 with in- 
ſtruction, are thoſe ſtriking reflections; worthy the eonfideration of 


the higheſt proficient in knowledge and piety, yet obvious to the un- 


derſtanding of the moſt untaught reader; LI R, now nn TI F- 


 TERNITY, no LONG !— May my ſoul learn che forcible purport of 


this ſhort leſſon, in her contracted ſpan of time! and alt eternity will 
not be too long, to rejoice in having learned it. 
As the Docter has ordered a little copper-plate of the monument to be 


engraven, for a few of his particular acquaintance; he has indulg ed wi 


in the liberty of preſenting my readers with the draught z to which I refer 
them, for a farther illuſtration of the deſcription. 
22 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
+ Neſcia mens hominum fati, ſortiſgue future J. 
Turno — — erit, San 7 ti emprums 
K Intactum pallanta; olia ifta diem ? 
Bl. e Fina. 
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drm, ſaid Rachel, or elſe I dies. An ardour of impati- 
ence, altogether unbecoming ; and as miſtaken, as it 
was unbecoming. She dies, not by the di/appointment, 
but by the accompliſhment, of her deſire.—If children 
are, to parents, like a flowery chaplet, whoſe beauties 
bloſſom with ornament, and whoſe odours breathe de- 
light ; death, or ſome fell misfortune, may find means 
to entwine themſelves with the lovely wreath. When- 
ever our ſouls are poured out, with paſſionate importu- 


nity, after any inferior acquiſition : it may be truly ſaid, 


in the words of our divine Maſter, ye know not what ye 
ae.—Does providence with-hold the thing that we long 
for ? It denies in mercy ; and only with-holds the occa- 
ſion of our miſery, perhaps the inſtrument of our ruin, 
With a ſickly appetite, we often loathe what is whole. 
ſome, and hanker after our bane. Where, imagination 
dreams of unmingled ſweets; There, experience fre- 
quently finds the bitterneſs of woe. . 


Therefore, may we covet immoderately, neither this 
nor that form of earthly felicity ; but refer the whole 
of our condition, to the choice of unerring Wiſdom. 
May we learn to renounce our own will; and be ready 
to make a ſacrifice of our warmeſt wiſhes, whenever 
they run counter to the good pleaſure of Gop. For, 


indeed, as to obey his laws, is to be perfectly free; ſo, 


to re/ign ourſelves to his diſpoſal, is to abliſb our own 
happineſs, and to be ſecure from fear of evil. 


Here, a ſmall and plain ſtone is placed upon the 


ground. Purchaſed, one would imagine, from the lit- 
tle fund, and formed by the hand, of frugality itſelf. 
Nothing coſtly: not one decoration added: only a very 
mort inſcription ; and that ſo effaced, as to be ſcarcely 
intelligible, -Was the depoſitory unfaithful to it's 
truſt ? Or were the letters worn, by the frequent reſort 
of the ſurviving family; to mourn over the grave, of a 


# Gen. xxx. 1. 


{ if 
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moſt valuable and beloved relative? For I perceive, 
upon a cloſer inſpection, that it covers the remains of 
a father. A religious father ; ſnatched from his growing 
offspring, before they were ſettled in the world, or { 
much as their principles fixed by a thorough education, 


This, ſure, is the moſt complicated diſtreſs, that hay 
Hitherto come under our conſideration. The /olemnitiq 
of ſuch a dying chamber, are ſome of the moſt meltin 
and melancholy ſcenes imaginable. There hes the affec. 
tionate huſband ; the indulgent parent; the faithful 
1 friend; and the generous maſter. He lies in the laſt 
| extremities, and on the very point of diſſolution. Art 

has done it's all. The raging diſeaſe mocks the power 


— — — 
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of medicine. It haſtens with reſiſtleſs impetuoſity, to 
execute it's dreadful errand ; to rend aſunder the filver 
cord of life, and the more delicate tye of, ſocial attach- 
ment, and conjugal affection. 1 $ 
A-Jervant or two, from arevering diſtance, caſt many 
a wiſhful look, and condole their honoured maſter in 
the language of ſighs. The-condeſcending mildneſs of 
his commands, was wont to produce an alacrity of obe- 
dience, and render their ſervice a pleaſure. The re- 
membrance of both imbitters their grief, and makes it 
trickle plentifully down their honeſt cheeks, — His 
friends, who have fo often ſhared his joys, and glad- 
dened his mind with their enlivening converſe, now 
are miſerable comforters. A ſympathizing and mourn» 
ful pity, is all the relief, they are able to contribute: 
unleſs it be augmented by their filent prayers for the 
divine ſuccour, and a word of confolation ſuggeſted WW 
from the ſcriptures*. Thoſe poor innocents, the 
children, 


Texts of Scripture, proper for ſuch an occaſion ; containing pro- 
miſes of ſupport under affliction, Lam. iii 32. Heb. xii. 6. 2 Co 
iv. 17.—of pardon, a. Iii. 5. Iſa. i. 18. 1 John ii. 1, 2. A# 
*. 27 juſtification, Rom. v. 9. Rom. viii. 33, 34. 2 Cor. v. 21. | 
of victory over death, Pſalm xxiii. 4+ Pſalm Ixxiii. 26. 1 Cor. 

xv. 56, 57.—of a happy reſurreQion, Join vi. 40. 2 Cor. v. * 

Rev. vii. 16, 17. 
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children, croud around the bed; Apa in tears, 


and almoſt frantic with grief, they ſob out their little 
fouls, and paſſionately cry; * Will he leave us? 
Leave us, in a helpleſs condition! Leave us, to an 
« jnjyrious world!“ 


Theſe ſeparate ftreams are all united! in the diſtreſſed 
ſpouſe, and overwhelm her breaſt with an impetuous 
tide of forrows. In her, the lover weeps ; the wife 
mourns ; and all the mother yearns. To her, the loſs. 
is beyond meaſure aggravated, by months and years of 
delightful ſociety, and exalted friendſhip. Where, a- 
las! can ſhe meet with ſuch unſuſpected fidelity, or re- 
poſe ſuch unreſerved confidence? Where find ſo diſcreet 
a counſellor ; ſo improving an example; and a guar- © 
dian fo ſedulouſly attentive, to the intereſts of herſelf, 
and her children ?— See ! how ſhe hangs over the lan- 
guiſning bed; moſt tenderly ſolicitous to prolong a life, 
important and defirable far beyond her own. Or, if that 
be impracticable, no leſs tenderly officious to ſooth the 
laſt agonies of her dearer felf. Her hands, trembling 
under direful apprehenſions, wipe the cold dews from 
the livid cheeks; and ſometimes ſtay the ſinking head 
on her gentle arms, ſometimes reſt it on her compaſſi- 
onate hoſom.— See ! how ſhe gazes with a ſpeechleſs 
ardor, on the pale countenance, and meagre features. 
Speechleſs her tongue; but ſhe looks unutterable things. 
While all her ſoft paſſions throb with unayailing fond- 
neſs, and her very ſqul bleeds with exquiſite anguiſn. 


The ſiferer, all patient and adoring, ſubmits to the 
divine will; and, by ſubmiſſion, becomes ſuperior to his 
affliction. He is ſenſibly touched with the diſconſolate 
ſtate of his attendants ; and pierced with an anxious 
concern for his wife and his children. His wife, who 
will ſoon be a defitute widow; his children, who will 
ſoon be Belplgſi orphans, ** Yet, though caſt down, not 


* in deſpair,” ee TERS I a 
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the everlaſting covenant, and his hope of approaching 
glory. Religion gives a dignity to diſtreſs. At each 
interval of eaſe, he comforts his very comforters ; and 
ſuffers with all the majeſty of woe. N | 

The ſoul, juſt going to abandon the tottering clay, 
colleRs all her force, and exerts her /aft efforts. The 
ood man raiſes himſelf on his pillow ; extends a kind 
— to his ſervants, which is bathed in tears; takes an 
affecting farewel of his friends; claſps his wife in a fee. 
ble embrace; kiſſes the dear pledges of their mutual 

+ love; and then pours all :that remains of life and of 

| ſtrength, in the following words ;=-<* I die, my dear 

; ae children: but Gov, the everlaſting God, will be with 

4. you. —Though you loſe an earthly parent, you have 

4c a father in heaven, who lives for evermore.— No. 

e thing, nothing but an unbelieving heart, and irreli. 

«« gious life, can ever ſeparate you, from the regards of 

« his providence—from the endearments of his love.“ 


He could proceed no farther. His heart was. full; 
but utterance failed. After a ſhort pauſe, with difficul. 
ty, great difficulty, he added; You, the dear partner 
«« of my ſoul, you are now the only protector of our 
rc orphans.—l leave you under a weight of cares.—But 
«« Gop, who defendeth the cauſe of the widow— Gov, 
4 whoſe promiſe is faithfulneſs and truth—Gop hath 
4 ſaid, I will never leave thee, nor forſake thee * .—This 
te revives my drooping ſpirits—Let this ſupport the 
ce wife of my boſom.—And now, O Father of compaſ- 
« ſjons, into thy hands I commend my fpirit—encourag- 
ed by thy promiſed goodneſs, I leave my fatherleſs”'— 

« Here, he fainted ; fell back upon the bed; and lay 
for ſome minutes, bereft of his ſenſes. As a taper, upon 
the very point of extinction, is ſometimes ſuddenly re- 
kindled, and leaps into a quivering flame; ſo life, be- 
fore it totally expired, gave a parting ftruggle, and once 
more looked abroad- from the opening GER 
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would fain have ſpoke ; fain have uttered the ſentence, 
he began. More than once he aſſayed; but the organs 
of ſpeech were become like a broken veſſel; and no- 
thing but the obſtructing phlegm, rattled in his throat. 
His ape, however, /poke affection inexpreſſible. Witng 
an tte father, all the huſband, ſtill living in his looks; 
e he takes one more view of thoſe dear children, whom ho 
(| WY had often beheld with a parental triumph. He turns 
his dying eyes on that beloved woman, whom he never 
beheld but with a glow of delight. Fixed in this poſ- 
ture, amidſt ſiniles of love, and under a gleam: of hea- 
Hen, they ſhine out their laſt. 
r 
h 


„% 


Upon this, the ſilent ſorrow burſts into loud laments; 
They weep, and refuſe to be comforted. Till ſome: 

e length of time, had given vent to the exceſs of paſ- 
- WH fion; and the conſolations of religion, had ſtanched 
| their bleeding woes. Then, the afflited family ſearch 
xf Wl for the ſentence, which fell u»#zi/bed from thoſe loved, 
' WH thoſe venerable, and pious lips. They find it recorded 
by the prophet Jeremiah, containing: the direction of 
|. infinite wiſdom, and the promiſe of unbounded good- 
„ness; leave thy Fatherleſs children; J avill preſerve them 
ir alive; and let thy widows truft in me*. This, now, is 
at the comfort of their life, and the joy of their heart. 
„They treaſure it up in their memories. It is the beſt 
th of /-gacizs, and an inexhanſtible fund. A fund, Which 
is will ſupply all their wants, by entailing the bleſſing of 
ne beaven, on all their honeſt labours.— They are rich; 
. they are happy; in this ſacred pledge of the divine fa- 
g- wur. They fear no evil; they want no good; becauſe 
oy is their portion, and their guardian Goo 
ay No ſooner turned from one mnegrento of my own, and 
on memorial of another's deceaſe, but a fecond, a third, 
e- long ſuceeſſion of theſe melancholy monitors, croud 
c- ¶ upon my ſight t. That which has fixed my obſervation; > 
ce D 2 is 
Je ® Jerem. xlix, 11. | 
1d 1 m——Plurima mortis imago. n 
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is one of a more grave and ſable aſpe# than the former, 
J ſuppoſe, it preſerves the relies of a more aged perſon, 
One would conjecture, that he made ſomewhat of a fi. 
gure, in his ſtation among the living; as his monument 
does, among the funeral marbles. Let me draw near, 
and enquire of the ſtone ; M bo, or what, is beneath 
it's ſurface ? -] am informed, he was once the own- 
er of a conſiderable eſtate ; which was much improved, 
by his own application and management : that he left 
the world in the buſy period of life; advanced a little 
deyond the meridian. 


Probably, replied my mufing mind, one of thoſe 7a. 
defatigable drudges, who riſe early; late take reſt ; and 
eat the bread of carefulneſs ; not to ſecure the loving- 
kindneſs of the Lord: not to make proviſion for any 
reaſonable neceſſity: but only to ama/s together ten 
thouſand times more, than they can poſſibly /.— Did 
he not lay ſchemes for enlarging his fortune, and ag- 
grandizing his family ? Did he not purpoſe to join field 
to field, and add houſe to houſe ; till his poſſeſſions were 
almoſt as vaſt, as his defires? That, then, he would“ 
fit down, and enjoy what he had acquired ; breathe a 
while from his toilſome purſuit of things temporal, and, 
perhaps, think a little of things eternal. 


But ſee the folly of avorldly wwifdom ! How Gilly, how 
childiſh, is the ſagacity of (what is called) manly and 
maſterly prudence ; when it contrives more ſolicitouſſy 
for time, than it provides for eternity / How ſtrangely 
infatuated are thoſe ſubtil heads : which weary them- 
ſelves, in concerting meaſures for phantoms of a day 3 
and ſcarce beſtow a thought, on everlaſting realities /— 
When every wheel moves on {moothly ; when all the 
well-diſpoſed deſigns are ripening apace for execution ; 
and the long — criſis of enjoyment ſeems to ap- 


Proach; 


* 3 nente laborem 


Seſe ferre, ſenet ut in otia tuta recedant, 
4 cum fibi fint congeſtu cibarig. Hor, 
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proach ; behold ! Gop from on high laughs at the Ba- 
}e!-builder. Death touches the bubble, and it breaks; 


it drops into nothing, The cobweb, moſt finely ſpun 
indeed, but more eaſily diſlodged, is ſwept away in an 


inſtant ; and all the abortive projects are buried, in the 


ſame grave with their projector. So true is that verdict, 


which the wiſdom from above paſſes, on theſe /ucce/sful - 
unfortunates : ** They walk in a vain ſhadow, and diſqui- 


« et themſelyes in vain “.“ 


Speak, ye that attended ſuch a one in his laſt mi- 
nutes ; ye that heard his expiring ſentiments; did he not 


cry out ; in the language of diſappointed ſenſuality ?— 
O death! how terrible is thy approach to a man im- 
« merſed in ſecular cares, and void of all concern for 
the never-ending hereafter / Where, alas! is the pro- 


fit, where the comfort of entering. deep into the 


« knowledge,” and of being dexterous in the diſpatch, - 


« of earthly affairs; ſince] have, all the while, neglect- 


ed the one thing needful.! Deſtructive miſtake ! I have 
«© been attentive to every inferior intereſt; I have laid 
% myſelf. out on the trifles of a moment; but have 


« diſregarded« heaven; have forgot eternal ages! O! 


that my days“ — Here he was going on to breatbe 


ſome fruitleſs wiſhes; or to form, 1 know not what, in- 
effectual reſolutions. But a ſudden convulſion ſhook 
his nerves; diſabled his tongue; and, in leſs than an 
hour, diſſolved his frame. 


May the children of this world be warned, by the dy- . 
ing words of an unhappy brother; and gather advan. - 
tage, from his. misfortune;-—Why : ſhould they pant, 


with ſuch impatient ardor, after white and yellow earth; 


as if the univerſe did not afford ſufficient, for every one. 


to-take a little ? Why ſhould they /ade themſelves with 
thick clay; when they are to © run for an incorruptible 


— 


crown, and preſs towards the prize of their high call- 
D 3 : 66 ing??? p 
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„ ing? Why ſhould they overload the veſſel, in which 
their everlaſting ALL is embarked ; or fill their arms 
with /uperfluities, ban they are to ſwim for their Ii ber? 
—Yet, ſo prepoſterous is the conduct of thoſe perſons, 
who are all induſtry, to heap up an abundance of the 


wealth which periſheth ; but are ſcarce ſo much as 
faintly defirous, of being rich towards Gov. 


O! that we may walk through all theſe glittering toys, 
at leaſt with a wiſe indifference, if not with a ſuperior 
diſdain ! Having enough for the conveniencies of life, 
let us only accommodate ourſelves with things below, and 
lay up our rreaſures in the regions above. —Whereas, if 
we indulge an anxious concern, or laviſh an inordinate 
Care, on any tranſitory poſſeſſions ; we ſhall rivet them to 
our affections with ſo firm an union, that the utmoſt je- 
[ verity of pain muſt attend the ſeparating ſtroke. By 
| ſuch an eager attachment, to what will certainly be ra- 
| viſhed from us; we ſhall only inſure to ourſelves accu- 
mulated anguiſh, againſt the agonizing hour. We ſhall 
plant afore-hand, our dying pillow with thorns “. 


Some, I perceive, arrived at threeſcore years and ten, 
before they made their exit; nay, ſome few reſigned not 
their breath, till they had numbered fourſcore revolving 
harveſts. Theſe I would hope, remembered their 
Creator in the days of their youth; before their 
&rength became labour and ſorrow : ;—Before that low 
ebb of languiſhing nature, when the keepers of the houſe 
tremble, ard thoſe that look out of the windows. are darken- 
ed + : when even the lighting down of the graſhopper, ita 
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burdet 
” Lean pot an earth; 'twill pierce On. 5 
A broken reed ar beſt, but oft a ſpear +. 
On it's ſharp, point — bleeds, and 


— + Ferlaſ x5, 3, 5. „ the 
former of theſe figurative expreſſions, is fignified the enerwated 7 han 
of their hands and arms ; by the latter, the dimneſs of the eyes, or the 
total 42½ of fight : that, taken in connexion with other parts of the: 
chapter, they exhibit, in a ſeries of bold and lively metaphors, a«* 
ſcription of the various infirnities attendant on old age. 
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Hurden on the bending ſhoulders ; and 4. fare itſelf fails in. 

the liſtleſs, lethargic ſoul n thoſe heavy hours 

come, and thoſe tireſome moments draw nigh; in which, 
there is too much reaſon to: ſay, ©* ave. have no pleaſure: 
« /x them; no improvement from them.“ 


If their lamps were unfurniſhed with oil; how unfit 
muſt they be, in ſuch decrepit circumſtances, togotothe- 
market, and buy“. For, beſides a variety of diſorders, 
ariſing from the enfeebled conſtitution ; their corrupti- 
ons muſt be ſurpriſingly ſtrengthened, by ſuch a long 
courſe of irreligion. Evil habits muſt, have ſtruck. the 
deepeſt root; muſt have twiſted themſelves with every 
fibre of the heart; and be as thoroughly ingrained in 
the diſpoſition, as the ſoot in the Erhiopian's complexion, 
or the ſpots in the leopard's ſkin. If ſuch a one, un- 
der ſuch difadvantages, ſurmounts all the difficulties, 
which lie in his. way to glory; it muſt be a great and: 
mighty ſalvation indeed, If ſuch.a one eſcapes deſtrue- 
tion, and is ſaved at the laſt; it muſt, n all per- 
adventure, be / as by fire p. 

This is the ſeaſon, which ſtands. in need of comfort 3. 
and is very improper. to enter upon the confi. The 
huſbandman ſhould. now be putting in his ſickle, or eat- 
ing the fruit of his. labours; not beginning to break 
up the ground, or ſcatter the ſeed Nothing, tr true, 


there wwas light : raft racous light, diffuſed 4 quick 
as thought, through all the diſmal dominion of prime- 
val darkneſs. At his command, a leproſy of the longeſt: 
continuance, and of the utmoſt inveteracy, departs in a 
moment. He can, in the greatneſs of his ſtrength, 

quicken the wretch who has lain dead in treſpaſſes and 
ſins, not four days only, but fourſcore years, —Yet truſt 
not, O truſt not, a point of ſuch inzxpreſible - 
ance, to ſo dreadful. an uncertainty. Gon may ſuſpend. 
bis power z may withdraw his help 1 fear in” bis 


»s bo. * 
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wrath, that ſuch abuſers: of his long-ſufferi ng ſhall 
* never enter into his reſt.“ 


Ve therefore, that are vigerous in health, and: b/coming: 
in years, improve the precious opportunity, Improve 
your golden hours, to the nobleſt of all purpoſes : ſuch 


as may render you meet, for the inheritance of ſaints in 


light; and aſcertain your title to a ſtate of immortal 
youth, to a crown of eternal glory *.—Stand not, all 
the prime of your day, idle :. trifle no longer with the 
offers of this- immenſe felicity : but make haſte, and 
delay. not the time, to keep God's: commandments, 
While you are loitering in a gay inſenſibility, death 1 may 
be bending his bow, and marking you out for ſpeedy vic- 
tims. Not long ago, I happened to 'ſpy a thoughtleſs 
jay. The poor bird was idly. buſied, in drefling his 
pretty plumes; or hopping carelefly from ſpray to ſpray, 

A ſportſman, .coming by, obſerves-the feathered rover. 

Immediately he lifts the: tube, and. levels his blow. 


Swifter than whirlwind, flies the leaden death; and in 


a. moment, lays the filly creature, breathleſs on the 
ground. — Such, uach may be the fate of the man, Who 
has a fair occaſion of obtaining grace to- day; and wan- 
tonly poſtpones the improvement of it, till to-morrow; 
He may be cut off, in the midſt of his folly; and ruined 


or ever, while he is dreaming of being w/e hereafter. 


Some, no doubt, came to. this their laſt retreat, full. 


of piety, and full days; as .a ſhock of corn, ripe 


c with 


May I be permitted to recommend, as a treaſure of. ineftimable 
value, and a treatiſe: particularly appoſite to my ſubject, Dr. Lveac' 
Inquiry after Happineſs ? That part eſpecially, which diſplays the 

. method, and enumerates the advantages, of improving life, or living 
much in a little time. Chap. III. p. 158. of the 6th edit.—An autor; 
in whom the gentleman, the ſcholar, and the chriftian, are moſt hap- 
pily united. A performance ; which, in point of ſolid argument, un- 
affected piety, and a vein of thought amazingly fertile, has, perhaps, 
po ſuperior. —Nor can I wiſh my reader a more refined pleaſyse,. or 
a more ſubſtantial happineſs ; than that of having the ſentiments af 

L.. entertaining and pathetic writer, wove into the. very ſexrore ot 
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« with age, and laden with plenty, cometh in, in his 
« ſeaſon *.” Theſe were children of light, and wi/e in 
their generation. Wiſe with that exalted wiſdom, 
which cometh from above; and with that enduring wiſ- 
dom, which laſts to eternity. Rich alſo they were, more 
honourably and permanently rich, than all the votaries 
of mammon. The wealth of the one has made itſelf 
wings, and is irrecoverably gone. While the wretched 
acquirers are tranſmitted to that place of penury and 
pain ; where, not ſo much as one drop of water is al- 
lowed, to cool their ſcorched tongues. The ſtores of 
the other ſtill abide with them; will never depart from 
them ; but make them glad, for ever and ever, in the ci- 
ty of their God. Their treaſures were ſuch, as no created 
power could take away: fuch as none but infinite Bene- 
ficence can beffow ; and (comfortable to conſider!) ſuch 
as I, and every indigent longing ſinner, may obtain; trea- 
ſures of heavenly knowledge, and ſaving faith ; trea- 
ſures of atoning blood, and imputed righteouſneſs. 
Here + lie their bodies in * peaceable habitations, 
and quiet reſting places.” Here they have thrown 
off every burden, and are eſcaped from every ſnare, The 
head aches no more; the eye forgets to weep ; the fleſh 
. - is - 
„ Job v. 26. 


+ Some, I know, are offended at our burying corpſes within the 
church; and exclaim againſt it, as a very great improprie'y and inde- 
cency. But this, I imagine, proceeds from an exceſſive and miſtaken 
delicacy. If proper care be taken to ſecure from injury, the foun- 
dations of the building; and to prevent the exhalation of any noxious - 
Nuvia, from the putrefying fleſh ; I cannot diſcover any inconveni- 
encies attending this practice. | 

The notion, that noiſome carcaſſes (as they are called) are very 
unbecoming a place conſecrated to religious purpoſes, ſeems to be de- 
rived from the antiquated Fewiſh canon. hereby it was declared, 
that a dead body imparted defilement to the perſon, who touched it; 
and polluted the ſpot, where it was lodged. On which account, the 
Jews were ſcrupulouſly careful, to have their ſepulchres built at a 
diſtance from their houſes ; and made it a point of conſcience, not 
to ſuffer burial places to ſubſiſt in the city. But as this was a rite 
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is no longer racked with acute, nor waſted with linger. 
ing deſtempers. Here, they receive a final releaſe from 
pain, and an everlaſting diſcharge from ſorrow. Here, 

ft - danger 


purely ceremonial; it ſeems to be entirely ſuperſeded by the goſpel 
diſpenſation. 5 

I cannot forbear thinking, that, under the chriſtian @conomy, there 
is a propriety and uſefulneſs in the cuſtom. — Uſefulneſs, becauſe it 
muſt render our ſolemn aſſemblies more venerable and awful. For, 
when we walk over the duſt of our friends, or kneel upon the aſhes 
ol our relations; this awakening, circumſtance muſt ftrike a lively 
impreſſion of our own mortality. And what conſideration can be 
more effectual, to make us ſerious and attentive in hearing; earneſt 
and importunate in praying? a 

As for the fitneſs of the uſage, it ſeems perfectly ſuitable to the 
deſign of thoſe ſacred edifices. They are ſet apart for God; not 
only to receive his worſhippers, but to preſerve the furniture for holy 
miniſtrations, and what is, in a peculiar manner, appropriated to the 
Divine Majeſty. Are not the bodies of 'the ſaints the Almighty's 
property? Were they not once the objects of his tender love? Are 
they not ſill the ſubjects of his ſpecial care Has he not given com- 
mandment concerning the bones of his elect; and charged the ocean, 
and injoined the grave, to keep them until tat day? When rocks 
bright with gems, or mountains rich with mines, are abandoned to the 
devouring flames; will not theſe be reſcued from the fiery ruin? Will 
not heſe be tranſlated into Jenovan's kingdom, and, conjointly with 
the ſoul, made his jewelsz"* made his peculiar treaſure; made 
to ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, and as the ſtars for ever 
and ever? i 

Is not CHRIST the LORD F our bodies? Are they not bought 
with a price ? Bought, not with corruptible things, filver and gold, 
but with his divinely precious blood. And, if the bleſſed Jz8vs ob- 
tained the redemption of our bodies, at ſo infinitely dear a rate; 
can it enter into our hearts to conceive, that he ſhould diſlike to have 
them repoſed, under his own habitation ?—Once more; Are not the 
bodies of the faithful, temples of the Holy Ghoſt? And is there not, 
upon this ſuppoſition, an apparent propriety, rather than the leaſt in- 
decorum; in remitting theſe temples of fleſh to the temples made 
with hands? They are veſſels of honour; inſtruments of righteouſ- 
neſs; and, even when broken by death, like the fragments of a golden 
bowl, are valuable; are worthy to be laid up in the ſafeſt, moſt ho- 
nourable repofitories. ; 

Upon the whole, fince the Lon p JIxsus has pn them, at. 
the expence of his blood; and the bleſſed Spirit has honoured them, 
with his in-dwelling preſence; fince they are right dear in the fight 

of the adorable Trinity, and undoubted heirs of a glorious immor- 

tality: Why ſhould it be thought a thing improper, to admit them 
to a tranſient reſt, in their heavenly Father's Fouſe? Why may they 
not lie down and ſleep, in the outer courts 3 fince they are ſoon to be 
introduced, into the inmeſt manſions of everlaſting honour and joy? 


— 
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danger never threatens them, with her terrifying a- 
larms; but tranquillity ſoftens their couch, and /afety 
guards their repoſe. Reſt then, ye precious relics, with- 
in this hoſpitable gloom. Reſt in gentle ſlumbers, till 
the laſt trumpet ſhall give the welcome ſignal; and 
ſound aloud, through all your ſilent manſions, “ariſe; 
« ſhine ; far your light is come, and the glory of the 
« Lord is riſen upon you *,” | | 
To theſe, how calm was the evening of life! In what 
a ſmiling ſerenity, did their fun go down! When their 
fleſh and their heart failed, how reviving was the re- 
membrance of an all-ſufficient Redeemer ; once dying 
for their ſins, now riſen again for beir juſtification ! 
How chearing the well-grounded hope of pardon for 
their tranſgreſſions, and peace with Gov, through Ja- 
sus CyrisT our Lord! How did this au ge the ago- 
nies, and feveeten the bitterneſs of death ? Where 
now is wealth, with all her golden mountains? Where 
is honour, with her proud trophies of renown ? Where , 
are all the vain pomps of a deluded world ? Can they 
inſpire ſuch comfort, can they admininſter any ſupport, 
in this laſt extremity ?: Can zhey compole the affrighted 
thoughts? or buoy up the departing ſoul amidſt all the 
pangs of diſſolution ?—The followers of the Lamb ſeem 
pleaſed and triumphant even at the laſt gaſp. ** Gop's 
« everlaſting arms are underneath 4% their fainting 
heads. His Spirit whiſpers peace and conſolation to 
their conſciences. In the ſtrength of theſe heayenly 
ſuccours, they quit the field, not captives but conguerers ; 
with“ hopes full of immortality.” * Rs 
And now they are gone.—The ſtruggles of reluctant 
nature are over. The body ſleeps in death: the foul 
launches into the inviſible ſtate.— But, who can imagine 
the delightful ſurpriſe, when they find themſelves ſur- 
rounded by guardian angelt, inſtead of weeping friends p 
low ſecurely do they wing their way, and paſs through 
| | : ge own . 
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unknown worlds, under the conduct of thoſe celeſtial 
guides — The vale of tears is quite loſt. Farewel, for 
ever, the realms of woe, range of malignant be. 
.ings? They arrive on the Frontiers of inexpreſſible. fal. 
Cy. They are come to the city of the.living Gon: 
while a voice, ſweeter than muſic in her ſofteſt ſtrains; 
ſweet as the harmony of hymning ſeraphim; congratu- 
lates their arrival, and beſpeaks their admiſſion: 4/1 4 
your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye — 
doors ; that the heirs of glory may enter in. 

Here, then, let us leave the ſpirits and ſouls of the 
righteous ; eſcaped from an entangling wilderne/5, and 
received into a paradi/e of delights ! Eſcaped from the 


© territories of diſquietude, and ſettled in regions of un- 


moleſted ſecurity! Here, they fit down with Abraban, 
Tſaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of their Father. Here, 
they mingle with an innumerable company of angels 
and rejoice around the throne of the Lamb : rejoice in 
the fruition of preſent felicity, and in the aſſured expetta- 
tion of an inconceivable” addition to their bliſs ; | aha 
GOD all call the heavens from above, and the earth, that 
Be may judge his people“. | 

Fools accounted their life a and their end t h 
without honour : but, they are numbered among the chiluru 


of GOD ; and their lot, their diſtinguiſhed and eternal 


lot, is among the ſaints + | However, therefore, an undiſ- 
N my may Ts. and a ee world vil 112 


' * Seneca's reflections upon the ſtate of * ſouls, delivered from 
the burden of the fleſh, are ſparkling and fine ; yet very indiſtin? 
and empty, compared with the particulars mentioned above, and with 
many others that might be collected from Scripture. In hoc tam fre- 
celloſo, & in omnes tempeftates expoſito navigantibus mari, nullus portuy 

niß mortis gt. Ne itaque invideris fratri tuo; quieſcit. Tandem, libr, 
tandem tutus, tandem æternus g. Fruiter nunc o & libero cel; 
ex humili & Ss in eum emicuit locum, on? folaths vinculit anima 
beate reci * nanc omnia rerum nature bins keene N 
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the truly religious; be this the ſupreme, the invariable 
defire of my heart! Let me live the life, and die the 
« death, of the righteous. Oh ! let my latter end, and 
« future ſtate, be like theirs !”” 

What figure is that, which ſtrikes my eye, from 
an eminent part of, the wall? It' is not only placed 
in a more elevated fituation, than the reſt ; but carries a 
more ſplendid and ſumptucus air, than ordinary. Swords, 
and ſpeats; murdering. engines, and inſtruments of 
ſlaughter ; adorn the ſtone- with a formidable magnifi-, 
cence, It proves to be the monument of a noble war- 
rior. | 

Is ſuch reſpect, bought I, paid to the memory of 
this brave ſoldier, for ſacrificing his life to the public 
good . Then, what honours, what immortal honours, 
are due to the great Captain- of our ſalvation ? Who, 
though Lord of*the angelic legions ; and ſupreme com- 
mander of all the heavenly hoſts ; willingly offered him- 
ſelf a bleeding propitiation for inner; / | 

The one died, being a mertal; and only yielded up 
alife, which was long before forfeited to divine juſtice; 
which muſt ſoon' have been ſurrendered as a debt tona- 
ture, if it had not fallen as a prey to war. — But CRH RI 
took fleſh, and gave up the ghoft, though he was the 
great I AM; the fountain of exiſtence ; who calls 
pineſs and immortality all his own. He, who thought i it 
no robbery to be equal with Ged ; he, whoſe outgoings 
were from-everlaſting ; even he, was made in the likeneſs: 
of man, 'and cut off out of the land of the living. 
Wonder, O heavens ! Be aſtoniſhed, O earth! R died 
the death, of whom it is witneſſed, that he is the true 
* God, and eternal life *.” “ 

The one expoſed himſelf to peril, in | the ſervice of 
his /overeign and his country; which, though it was glo- 
nous to do, yet would have been ignominious, in ſuch . 

E circum- 
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circumſtances, to have declined. —But CHRIS took 
the field, though he was the 4/z/ed and only potentate ; 
the Kine of Kings, and Loa of Lords, Carr 
took the field, though he was /ure to drop in the en- 
gagement ; and put on the harneſs, though he knew 
beforehand, that it muſt reek with his blood. That 
Prince of heaven reſigned. his royal perſon, not barely 
| to the hazard, but to the inevitable ſtroke ; to death, 
* certain in it's approach, and armed with all it's hor- 
rors.— And for whom ? Not for thoſe who were in any 
degree deſerving ; but for his own di/ebedient creatures: 
for the pardon of condemned malefactors; for a band 
of rebels, a race of traitors, the moſt obnoxious and 
inexcuſable of all criminals. Whom he might have 
left to periſh in their iniquities, without the leaſt im- 
peachment of his goodneſs; and to the diſplay of his 
avenging juſtice. 

The one, *tis probable, died expeditiouſly ; was ſud- 
denly wounded, and ſoon ſlain. A bullet, lodged in his 
heart; a ſword, ſheathed in his breaſt ; or a battle. ax, 
cleaving the brain ; might-put a ſpeedy end to his miſe- 
ry; diſpatch him“ as in a moment.” — Whereas, the 
divine Redeemer expired in tedious and protradted tor- 
ments. His pangs were as /zngering, as they were exgui- 
ue. Even in the prelude to his laſt ſuffering, what a 
bad of forrows overwhelmed his ſacred humanity ! till 
tlie vitolerable prefſure wrung blood, inſtead of ſweat, 
trom every pore : till the crimſon flood ſtained all his 
raiment, and tinged the very ſtones. —But, when the 
laſt ſcene of the tragedy commenced.; when the execu- 
tioner's hammer had nailed him to- the croſs; O ! how 
many difmal hours, did that illuſtrious ſufferer hang; a 
ſpectacle of woe to GoD, to angels, and to men! his 
temples mangled with the thorny crown his hands 
and feet cleft with the rugged 1 irons! ! his whole body 
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AMONG THE TOMBS. _ 4 
covered with wounds and bruiſes ! and his ſoul, his 
very ſoul, pierced with pangs of unutterable diſtreſs ! 


So long he hung, that nature, through all her — 
minions, was thrown into ſympathizing commotions. 
The earth could no longer ſuſtain ſuch barbarous indig- 
nities, without trembling ; nor the /uz behold them, 
without horror. Nay, ſo long did he hang in this ex- 
tremity of agony and torture, that the alarm reached 
even the remote regions of the dead.—Never, O my 


ſoul, never forget the amazing truth. The Lamb of 


Gop was ſeized ; was bound ; was ſlaughtered with the 
utmoſt inhumanity; - and endured death, in all it's bit- 
terneſs, for thee. His murderers, ſtudiouſly cruel, ſo 
guided the fatal cup; that he taſted every drop of it 5 
gall, before he drank it off to the very dregs. ' 


Once again; The warrior died like a hero, and fell 
gallantly in the field of battle.— But, died not CnRISs. 
a; a fool dieth* ? Not on the bed of honour, with ſcars 
of glory in his breaſt; but, like ſome execrable miſ- 
crant, on a gibbet; with laſhes of the vile ſcourge on 
his back. Yes, the bleſſed Is us bowed his expiring 
head on the accurſed tree ; ſuſpended between heaven 
and earth, as an outcaſt from beth, and unworthy of 
either. 


What ſuitable returns of inflamed and adoring de- 
votion can we make to the Holy One of God; thus 
dying, that we might live; dying in ignominy and an- 
guiſh ; that we might live for ever in the heights of joy, 
and fit for ever on thrones of glory.—Alas ! it is not 
in vs, impotent, inſenſible mortals, to be duly thankful. 
He only, who confers ſuch inconceivably rich favours, 
can enkindle a proper warmth of grateful affection. 
Then build thyſelf a monument, moſt gracious Iu uA u- 
£1, build thyſelf an everlaſting monument of gratitude in 
our ſouls, Inſcribe the memcry of thy matchleſs bene- 


E 2 ficence, 


2 Som. iii. 33. Of this indignity our Lond complains; Are ye 
come out as St a * Matt. xxvi. 55. 
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ficence, not with ink and pen; but with that precious 
blood, which guſhed from thy wounded veins. Engrave 
it, not with the hammer and chizel ; but with that 
ſharpened ſpear, which pierced thy ſacred ſide. Let it 
ſtand conſpicuous and indelible, not on outward tables 
of ſtone ; but on the very inmoſt tables of our hearts, 


One thing more let me obſerve, before I hid adieu to 


this entombed warrior, and his garniſhed ſepulchre, 


How mean are theſe oſtentatious methods, of bribing the 
vote of fame, and puchaſing a little poſthumous re- 


nown ! What a poor ſubſtitute for a ſet of memorable 


actions, is poliſhed alabaſter, or the mimicry of ſculy- 
tured marble! The real excellency of this “ bleeding 
patript, is written on the minds of his countrymen. It 
would be remembered with applauſe, ſo long as the na- 
tion ſubſiſts, without this artificial expedient to perpe- 
tuate it.—And ſuch, ſuch is the monument, I would with 
for myſelf. Let me leave a memorial, in the breaſts of 


my fellow- creatures. Let ſurviving friends bear wit- 


neſs; that I have not lived to myſelf alone, nor been al- 
together unſerviceable in my generation. O! let an 
uninterrupted ſeries of beneficent offices, be the inſcrip- 
tion: and the beſt intereſts of my acquaintance, the 
plate that exhibits it. nals F | 
Sir Bevil Granville, lain in the civil wars, at an engagement 
with the rebels. It may poflibly be ſome entertainment to the reader, 
if I ſubjoin Sir Bevil's character; as it is drawn by that celebrated 
„which wrote the hiſtory of thoſe calamitous times.—** That 
44 which would have clouded any victory, ſay the noble hiſtorian, 
4 and made the loſs of others leſs ſpoken of, was the death of Sir 
C Bevil Granville, He was indeed an excellent 2 whoſe acti- 
« vity, intereſt, and reputation, were the foundation of what had 
& been done in Corn;vall ; his temper and affections fo public, that 
4% no accident which happened, cauld make any impreſſion upon 
« him: and his example kept others from taking any thing ill, 
« at leaſt ſeeminę to do ſo. In a word, a brighter courage, and 2 
& gentler diſpolition, were never married together, to make the 
„ chearful and innocent converſation.” 
CLAR. Hiſt, Reb. Vol. Il 
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Let the poor, as they paſs by my grave, point at the 
little ſpot, and thankfully ackrowledge—** There lies 
the man, whoſe unwearied kindneſs was the conſtant 
« relief of my various diſtrefſes ; who tenderly viſited 
% my languiſhing bed, and readily ſupplied my indigent 
« circumſtances. How often were his counſels, a guide 
« to my perplexed thoughts, and a cordial to my de- 
« jected ſpirit! *Tis owing to God's bleſſing, on his 
« ſeaſonable charities, and prudent conſolations ; that 
I] now live, and live in comfort.” Let a. perſon, once 
iguorant and ungodly, lift up his eyes to heaven, and ſoy 
within himſelf, as he walks over my bones; Here are 
« the laſt remains of that ſincere friend, who watched 
«« for my ſoul, 1 can never forget, with what heedleis 
« gaiety, I was poſting on in the paths of perdition: and 
« | tremble to think into what irretrievable ruin 1 
might quickly have been plunged; had not his faith- 
« ful admonitions arreſted me in the wild career. I 
« was unacquainted with the goſpel of peace, and had 
« no concern for it's unſearchable treaſures ; but now., 
« enlightened” by his in/fructive converſation, I ſee the 
« all-ſufficiency of my Saviour; and, animated by his 
repeated exhortations ; I count all things but loſs, that 
may win CHR1sT. Methinks, his diſcourſes, ſea- 
„ ſoned with religion „ and ſet home by the divine Spi- 
« rit, ftill tingle in my ears; are ſtill warm on my 
heart; and, L truſt, will be more and more operative, 
« till we meet each other in the houſe not made witli. 
hands, eternal in the heavens.” 

The only infallible way of immortalizing our cha- 
raters ; a way equally open to the meaneſt and moſt ex- 
alted fortune ; is, „to make our calling and elec- 
e tion ſure;“ to gain ſome ſweet evidence, that our 
namet are written in heaven, Then, however they may 
be diſregarded or forgotten, among men; they will not 
fail to be had in everlaſting remembrance before the 
Lord, This is, of all diſtinQions, far the nobleſt, 
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Ambition, be this thy object, and every page of ſerip. 
ture will ſanctify thy paſſion ; even grace itſelf will fan 


thy flame.—As to earthly memorials, yet adittle while, 


and they are all/ obliterated. The tongue of thoſe, 
whoſe happineſs we have zealouſly promoted, muſt ſoon 
be filent in the coffin. Characters cut with a pen of 
Yon, and committed to the ſolid rock, will ere long 
ceaſe to be legible . But as many as are inrolled .in 
the Lamb's book of life, He himſelf declares, ſhall 
never be blotted out from thoſe annals of eternity, 
When a flight of years has mouldered the triumphal 
column into duſt ; when the brazen ſtatue periſhes, un- 
der the corroding hand of time: , honours ſtill con- 
tinue ; ſtill are blooming and incorruptible, in the world 


of glory. | 


Make the extended ſkies your tomb; 
Let ſtars record your worth : 
Vet know, vain mortals, all muſt die, 
As narure's /ic4lieft birth. | 
Would bounteous heay'n indulge my pray'r, , 
frame, a nobler choice; | i 
Nor, living, wiſh the pompous pile! 
Nor, dead, regret ihe loſs. 
In thy fair boot of life divine, 
My Gov, infcribe my name: 
There let it fill ſome humble place, 
Beneath the ſlaughter'd Lamb. 
Thy faints, while ages roll away, 
In.endlefs fame ſurvive ; 
Their glories, o'er the wrongs of time 
Greatly triumphant, live. | 


Vonder entrance leads, I ſuppoſe, to the ce. Let 


me turn afide,. and take one view of the py 
# Data ſunt ipfis quoque fata ſepulchris, | Iv. 
I Rev. iii. 5, 


and it's tenants.— The ſullen door grates upon it's 
hinges: not uſed to receive many viſitants, it admits 
me with reluctance and murmurs.— What meaneth this 
ſudden trepidation ; while I deſcend the ſteps, and am 
viſiting the pale nations of the dead ?—Be compoſed, 


chambers. Here, even the wicked ceaſe from ttou- 
« bling.” | 
Good heavens! what a folemn fcene !—How diſ- 


— — —_— w— = VIE —_ 


mal the gloom ! Here is perpetual darkneſs, and night 


| even at noon-day.— How doleful the /olizude / Not one 
trace of chearful ſociety ; but ſorrow and terror ſeem. 
to have made this, their dreaded abode.—Hark ! how 
the hollow dome reſounds, at every tread. The echoes, 
that long have flept, are awakened ; and lament, and 
ſigh, along the walls. 


A beam, or two, finds it's way through the grates; 
and reflects a feeble glimmer, from the nails of the 
coffins. So many of thoſe ſad ſpectacles, half con- 
cealed in ſhades ; half ſeen dimly by the baleful twi- 
light ; add a deeper horror to theſe gloomy manſions. — 
I pore upon the infcriptions, and am juſt able topick out; 
that theſe are the remains of the rich and renowned, 
No vulgar dead are depoſited here. The moft illuftrious, 
and right honourable, have claimed this for their laſt re- 
treat. And, indeed, they retain ſomewhat of a ſhadowy 
pre-eminence. They lie, ranged in mournful order, 
and in a ſort of ſilent pomp, under the arches of an 
ample ſepulchre: while meaner corpſes, without much 
ceremony, go down to the ſtones of the pit.” 


find, here are no phantoms, but ſuch as fear raiſes.— 
However, it ſtill amazes me, to obferve the wondets of 
this nether world. Thoſe, who received vaſt revenues, 
and called whole lordſhips their own; are here reduced 
to half a dozen feet of earth, or confined in a few 


ſheets 


N, 


nd 
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my ſpirits; there is nothing to fear, in theſe quiet 


My apprehenſions recover from their ſurpriſe, 1 


* 
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46. MEDITATION -' 

ſects of lead. Rooms of ſtate, and ſumptuous furn. 
ture, are reſigned; for no other ornament than the 
ſhroud, for no other apartment than the darkſome niche, 
— Where is the ſtar, that blazed upon the breaſt ; or 
coronet, that glittered round the temples ? The only 
remains of departed dignity are, the weather-beaten 
hatchment, and the tattered eſcutcheon. I ſee no ſplen- 
did retinue, ſurrounding this ſolitary dwelling. The 
lordly equipage hovers no longer about the lifeleſs maſ- 


ter. He has no other attendant, than a duſty fatue; 


which, while the regardleſs world is as gay as ever, the 
ſculptor's hand has taught to weep. 
Thoſe, who gloried in high-born anceſtors, and nobl 


pedigree ; here drop, their lofty pretenſions. They 


acknowledge kindred with creeping things, and guarter 
arms. with the meaneſt reptiles. They /ay to corruption, 
thou art my father ; and to the worm, thou art my mother 
and my ſiſier.— Or, ſhould they ſtill aſſume the ſtile of 
diſtinction, ah! how impotent were the claim! how ap- 
parent the oſtentation! Is it ſaid by their monument? 
HERE LIES THE GREAT. How eaſily is it replied by 


the ſpectator ! 


— — — Falſe ids / where? 
Nothing but poor and fordid duſt lies here. 


Mortifying truth! ſufficient, one would think, to wean 
the moſt ſanguine appetite, from this tranſitory ſtate of 


things; from it's ſick ly ſatisfactions, i it's fading glories, 
it's vaniſhing treaſures. 


For now, ye lying vanities of life ! 
Ye ever-tempting, ever-cheating train ! 
Where are ye now ? And what is your amount ? 


What is all the world, to theſe poor. breathleſs be- 
ings ?—What are their pleaſures? A bubble broke.— 
What their honours ?* A dream that is forgotten, —What 


1 LY 


U 
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the ſum total of their sxjoymerts below? Once, perhaps, 
it appeared to inexperienced-and fond deſire, ſomething 
conſiderable. But, now death has meaſured it with bis 
line, and weighed it in his ſcale, what is the upſhot ? 
Alas! it is ſhorter than a ſpan ; lighter than the dancing 
ſpark : and driven away like the diffolving ſmoke. 


Indulge, my ſoul, a ferious pauſe. Recollect all the 
gay things; that were wont to dazzle thy eyes, and in 
veigle thy affections. Here, examine thoſe baits of 
ſenſe. Here, form an eſtimate of their rea! ue. Sup- 
poſe thyſelf firft, among the favourites of fortune ; who 
revel in the lap of pleaſure ; who ſhine in the robes of 
honour ; and ſwim in tides of inexhanfted riches. Yet 
how ſoon would the paſſing bell proclaim thy exit! And, 
when once that iron call, has ſummoned thee to thy fu- 
ture reckoning ; where would all theſe gratifications be? 
At that period, how will all the pageantry of the moft 
affluent, ſplendid, or luxurious circumſtances, vaniſh 
into empty air And is ths a I ſo paſſionate- 
ly to be coveted ? 


I thank you, ye relics of a titles, and magni- 
ficent names. Ye have taught me more of the little- 
neſs of the world, than all the volumes of my library. 
Your nobility arrayed in a winding-ſheet ; your gran- 
deur mouldering in an urn ;. are the moſt indiſputable 
proofs, of the nothingneſs of created things. Never, 
ſurely, did providence write this important point, in 
ſuch legible characters; as in the aſhes of y lord, or 
on the corpſe of his grace *.—Let others, if they pleaſe, 
pay their obſequious court to your wealthy ſons ; and 
ignobly fawn, or anxioufly ſue, for preferments. My 
thoughts ſhali often reſort, in penſive contemplation, 
to the ſepulchres of their fires; and learn, from their 
ſleeping duſt—to moderate my expectations from mor- 
tals—to ſtand diſengaged from every undue attachment, 

| | to 
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and all the empty ſhadows of a periſhing world. 


tory's craggy cliff; I have ſometimes trod the vaſt 
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to the little intereſts of time to get above the deluſin 
amuſements of honour; the gaudy tinſels of wealth; 


Hark! what /ound is that !—In ſuch a ſituation, eve 
ry noiſe alarms.— Solemn and flow, it breaks again * 
on the ſilent air.—*Tis the ſtriking of the clock. De. 
ſigned, one would imagine, to ratify all my ſerious me. 
ditations. Methinks, it ſays amen, and ſets a ſeal, to 
every improving hint. It tells me; that another por. 
tion of my appointed time, is elapſed. One calls it, 
„ the knell of my departed hours.“ Tis the watch. 
word to vigilance and activity. It cries in the ear of 
reaſon ; ** redeem the time. Catch the favourahle 
* gales of opportunity: O! catch them, while they 
« breathe ; before they are irrecoverably loſt. The 
% ſpan of life ſhortens continually. Thy minutes are 
4 all upon the wing, and haſtening to be gone. Thou 
art a borderer upon eternity; and making inceſſant 
« advances to the ſtate thou art contemplating.” May 
the admonition fink deep, into an attentive and obedi 
ent mind! May it teach me that heavenly arithmetic, of 
« numbering my days, and applying my heart unto 
„ wiſdom !”? 


I have often walked beneath the impendlag ya promon-. 


{paces of the lonely deſart; and penetrated the inmoſt 
receſſes of the dreary cavern : but never, never. beheld 
nature louring, with ſo tremendous a form; never felt 
ſuch impreſſions of awe, ſtriking cold on my heart; as 
under theſe black-browed arches, amidſt theſe mouldy 
walls, and ſurrounded by ſuch rueful objects. Where 
melancholy, deepeſt melancholy, for ever ſpreads her 
raven wings. Let me now emerge from the damp and 
dreadful obſcurity.— Farewel, ye ſeats of deſolation, 
and ſhades of death ! * I re-viſit the realms of 
day, 

Having 
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Having caſt a ſuperficial view, upon theſe recep · 
acles of the dead; curioſity prompts my inquiry to a 
ore intimate ſurvey. Could we draw back the cover- 
ng of the tomb ; could we diſcern, what thoſe are now, 
ho-once were mortals—O! how would it ſurpriſe, and. 
prieve us ! Surpriſe us, to behold the prodigious tranſ- 
formation, which has taken place on every individual 
rieve us, to obſerve the diſhonour done to our nature 

n general, within theſe ſubterraneous lodgments ! 


Here, the ſweet and winning aſped, that wore per- 
detually an attractive ſmile ; grins horribly a naked, 
phaſtly ſkull. —The eye, that outſhone the diamond's 
rilliancy 3 and glanced it's lovely lightning, into the. 
jolt guarded heart: Alas | where is it? Where ſhall 
xe find the rolling ſparkler ? How are all it's ſprightlyg, 
deams eclipſed * totally eclipſed !—The tongue, that once 
ommanded all the power of eloquence, in this ſtrange 
and, bas ** forgot it's cunning.” Where are now thoſe 
rains of harmony, which raviſhed our ears ? Where is 
hat flow of perſuaſion, which carried captive ourjudg- 
ents ? The great maſter of language and of ſong, is 
decome ſilent as the night that ſurrounds him. —The 
pampered fleſh, ſo lately cloathed in purple and fine, 
inen, how is it covered rudely with clods of clay! 
There was a time, when the timorouſly nice creature, 
would ſcarce ©* *® adventure to ſet a foot upon the 
ground, for delicateneſs and tenderneſs ;”* but is now 
nwrapped in clammy earth, and fleeps on no ſofter a 
pillow than the ragged gravel- ſtones. — Here, the. 
' trong men bow themſelves.” The nervous arm is un- 
rung; the brawny ſinews are relaxed; the limbs, not 2 
ng ago the ſeats of vigour and activity, lie down mo- 
lonleſs ; and the bones, which were as bars of iron, are 
rumbled into duſt. 


Here, the man of bu/ine/s forgets all his favourite 


hemes, and diſcontinues the purſuit of gain. Here, 
| is 


Deut. xxviii. 56. 
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is a total ſtand to the-circulation of merchandize, and 
the hurry of trade. In theſe folitary receſſes; as in the 
building of Solomon's temple ; is heard no ſound of the 
bammer and ax. The winding-ſheet, and the coffin, 
are the utmoſt bound of all earthly devices. Hitherto 
«« may they go, but no farther.” Here, the /ons of lia. 
fare take a final farewel, of their dear delights. Ng 
mee is the ſenſualiſt anointed with oil, or crowned with 
roſe-buds. He chants no more to the melody of the 
viol ; nor revels any longer, at the banquet of wine, 
Inſtead of ſu s tables, and delicious treats, the 
poor voluptuary i is himſelf a feaſt for fattened inſectz; 
the reptile riots in his fleſh; the worm feeds ſweetly 
«© on him-*.”—Here alſo, beauty fails; bright beauty 
drops her luſtre here. O! how her ks fade, and her 
lilies languiſh in this bleak ſoil ! How does the grand 
leveller pour contempt, upon the charmer of our hearts! 
How turn to deformity, what captivated the world be. 
fore. 

Could the lower have a gght of his once inchanting 
fair- one; what a ſtartling aſtoniſhment would ſeize 
him !—** Is this the object, I not long ago ſo paſſion- 
« ately admired | I ſaid, ſhe was divinely fair; and 
«© thought her ſomewhat more than mortal. Her form, 
« was ſymmetry itſelf ; every elegance breathed in her 
« air; and all the graces waited on her motions. 
««* Twas muſic, when ſhe ſpoke; but, when ſhe ſpoke 
«© encouragement, *twas littte leſs than rapture. Hor 
«© my heart danced, to thoſe charming accents !—And 
% can that, which, ſome weeks ago, was to admiration 
* lovely, be now ſo inſufferably /oath/ome ?P—Where ar 
ce thoſe bluſhing cheeks? Where the coral lips ? Where 
ee that ivory neck, on which the curling jet, in fuch 
*« gloſly ringlets, flowed ? With a thouſand other beau- 
«« ties of perſon, and ten thouſand delicacies of hor 

« tion 


# Job xxiv. 20. 
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« tion ?? Amazing alteration! Deluſory bliſs — 
«« Fondly I gazed upon the glittering meteor. It ſhone 
« brightly; and I miſtook it for a Har; ; for a permanent 
« and ſubſtantial good, But how is it fallen! fallen 
« from; an orb, not it's own! And all that IJ. can. trace 
* on earth, i is but a putrid maſs.” 


Lie, poor Florella! lie deep, as thou doſt, in obſcure 
darkneſs. Let night, with her impenetrable ſhades, al- 
ways conceal thee. May no prying eye, be witneſs to 
thy diſgrace : but let thy ſurviving. fers think upon 
thy ſtate ; when they contemplate the idol in the glaſs. 
When the pleaſing image riſes gracefully to view, ſur- 
rounded wirh a world of charms ; and fluſhed with joy, 
at the conſciouſneſs of them all—then, in thoſe minutes 
of temptation and danger, when vanity uſes to ſteal 
into the thoughts—then, let them remember, what a 
veil of horror is drawn over a face; which was once 
beautiful and brilliant, as theirs. Such a ſeaſonable re- 
flection, might regulate the labours of the toilet; and 
create a more earneſt ſolicitude, to poliſh the jewel, 
than to varniſh the caſter. It might then become their 
higheſt ambition, to have the mind decked with divine 
virtues ; and dreſſed after the amiable pattern of their 
Redeemer's holineſs, 


And would this prejudice their perſons, or depreciate 
their charms ?— Quite the reverſe. It would ſpread a 
ſort of heavenly glory, over the fineſt et of features ; 
and heighten the lovelineſs of every other engaging ac- 


compliſhment.—What is yet a more inviting conſtdera- 


tion ; theſe flowers would not wither with nature, nor 
be tarniſhed by time; but would open continually into 
richer beauties, and flouriſb even in the winter of age. — 
But, the moſt incomparable recommendation of theſe 
| b F noble 
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noble qualities, is; that from their hallowed relics, 4 
from the fragrant aſhes of the Phenix, will ere long a. 


riſe an illuſtrious form; bright as the wings of angels; 
daſting, as the light of the new Jeruſalem. | 


For my part; the remembrance of this fad revoly. 
tion, ſhall make me aſpbamed to pay my devotion, to: 
ſhrine of periſhing fleſh ; and afraid, to expect all m 
happineſs, from ſo brittle a joy. It ſhall teach me, not 
to think tod highly of well-proportioned clay; though 
Formed in the moſt elegant mould, and animated with 
the ſweeteſt ſoul. Tis heaven's laſt, beſt, and crown- 
ing gift; to be received with gratitude, and cheriſhed 
with love, as a.moſt valuable bleſſing; not worſhipped, 
with the incenſe of flattery, and ſtrains of fulſome 
adoration as a goddeſs, —It will cure, I truſt, the 4 
Lage of my eyes: and inclive me always to prefer the 
ſubſtantial ** ornaments of a meek and virtuous ſpirit;" 
before the tranſient decorations, of white and red on 
the fkin. 

Here, I called in my roving meditations, from their 
long excurſion on this tender ſubject. Fancy liſtened a 
while to the ſoliloquy of a lover. Now judgment re- 
ſumes the reins, and guides my thoughts to more near 
and ſelf-intereſting inquiries. However, upon a reviey 
of the whole ſcene ; crouded with pedtacles of mortality, 
and trophies of death ; I could not forbear ſmiting my 
breaſt, and fetching a ſigh, and lamenting over the no- 
bleſt of all viſible beings, laid proſtrate under the feet 
of „ the pale horſe, and his rider .I could not 
forbear repeating that pathetic exclamation ; ** 0b! 
a thou + Adam, what haſt thou done“ What deſolation 
has thy diſobedience wrought in the earth !— See the 
malignity, the ruinous malignity of in! Sin, has de- 
moliſned ſo many ſtately ſtructures of fleſh : ſin, has 
made ſuch havock, among the moſt excellent ranks of 

| God's 
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God's lower creation: and ſin (that deadly,bane of our 
nature) would have plunged our better part, into the: 
execrable horrors of the nethermoſt hell; had not our 
merciful Mediator interpoſed, and given himſelf for our 
ranſom.— Therefore, what grateful acknowledgments, 
does the whole world of penitent ſinners owe; what ar- 

dent returns of love, will a whole heaven of glorified. 

believers pay z to ſuch a friend, * and deli-; 


verer ! 


Muſing upon theſe melancholy objects, a faithful 
remembrancer ſuggeits from within“ Muſt this ſad- 
change ſucceed in me alſo? Am I to draw my. laſt: 
« aſp; to become a breathleſs corpſe ;; and be, what I 
% deplore * Þ Is there a time approaching, when this, 
6 body ſhall be carried out upon the bier, and conſigned” 
« to it's clay-cold bed? While ſome kind acquaintance, 
« perhaps, may drop one. parting tear; and cry, alas! 
my brother !—ls the time approaching Nothing 
is more certain. A decree, much ſurer than the law. 
of the Medes and Perſſans, has irrevocably determined 
the doom. 


Should one of theſe ghaſtly figures, burſt from his: 
confinement ;_ and ſtart up, in frightful deformity, be- 
ſore me—fhould the haggard Aeleton, lift a clattering 
hand; and point it full in my view—ſhould it open the- 
ſtiffened jaws; ard; with a hoarſe tremendous murmur, . 
break this profound filence—fhould it accoſt me, as Sa- 
xe!'s apparition addreſſed the trembling king“ The 
* Lord fall deliver thee alſo into the hands of _ 
1 a little. while, and thou Halt be with me f.“ 

F 2 The 

I paſs, with melancholy ſtate, - . 

Dy all theſe ſolemn heaps of fate; 

And think, as ſoft and ſad J tread 

Above the venerable dead, 

** Lime was, like me, they life poſſeſs'd ; | 
% And time will be, when I ſhall ref.” Panntzr. - 


IN. xxviii. 1% On this place, the Dutch tranſlator of tha, 
Welitatians has added a note; to carreQ, "_y what he 
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The /e/ermn warning, delivered in ſo ſtriking a manner, 


muſt ſtrongly impreſs my imagination. A meſſage in 


thunder, would ſcarce ſink deeper.—--Yet, there is a. 


* bundantly greater reaſon to be alarmed, by that expreſ 


declaration of the Loxp Gop Almighty, ** Thou Halt 
«« /urely die. Well then, ſince ſentence is paſſed; 
fince I am a condemned man ; and know not, when the 
dead warrant may arrive: let me die to /in ; and die 
to the world; before I die beneath the ſtroke of a righ- 
teous Gop. Let me employ the little uncertain inter. 
val of reſpite from execution; in preparing for a hap. 
pier ſtate, and a better life. That, when the, fatal mo. 
ment comes, and I am commanded to ſhut my eyes, 
upon all things here below; I may open them again, 
to ſee my Saviour in the manſions above. 


Since this body, which is ſo fearfully and wonder. 
fully made, muſt fall to pieces in the grave: ſince I muſt 
ſoon reſign all my bodily powers to darkneſs, inactivity, 
and corruption, let it be my conſtant care to uſe them 
well, while I poſſeſs them !—Let my hands be ſtretched 
forth to relieve the needy ; and always be more . ready 
to give than to receive.” Let my Annees bend, in deep- 
eſt humiliation, before the throne of grace: while my 
eyes are caſt down to the earth, in penitential confu- 
ſion; or devoutly looking up to heaven, for pardoning 
mercy In every friendly interview, let the law of 
«« kindneſs dwell on my lips;“ or rather, if the ſerioul- 
neſs of my acquaintance permits, tet the goſpel of peace 
flow from my tongue. Oh! that I might be enabled, 
in every public concourſe, to lift up my voice like a 

BE trumpet; 
ſuppoſes a miſtake. On the ſame ſuppoſition, I preſume, the com- 
pilers of our rubric ordered the laſt verſe of Ecclus xlvi. to be omit- 


ted, in the daily ſervice of the church. But that the ſentiment, 
hinted above, is ſtrictly true; that it was ( Samual eva) Samuel incl, 


(. not an infernal ſpirit, perſonating the prophet) who appeared to the 


female Necromancer at Endor; appeared, not in compliance with any 
diabolical incantation, but in purſuance of the divine commiſſion; this, 
I think, is fully proved in the Hiſtorical Account of the Life of Davis: 
Val. 1. chap. 23. | 
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trumpet 3 and pour abroad a more joyful ſound, than 
it's moſt melodious accents, in proclaiming the glad ti- 
dings of free ſalvation !—Be ſhut, my ears, reſolutely : 
ſhut, againſt the malevolent whiſpers of ſlander, and the 
contagious breath of filthy talking. But be ſwift to 
hear the inſtructions of wiſdom ; be all attention, when 
vour REDEEMER ſpeaks ; imbibe the precious truths z 
and convey them carefully to the heart. Carry me, my 
feet, to the temple of the Lord; to the beds of the ſick; 
and houſes of the poor. May all my members, devot- 
ed intirely to my divine Maſter, .be the willing inſtru- 
ments of promoting his glory! * 
Then, ye embalmers, you may ſpare your pains. 
Theſe works of faith, and labours of love; theſe ſhall 
be my /pices and perfumes. . Enwrapped in theſe, I would 
lay me gently down, and ſleep ſweetly in the bleſſed IE - 
sus; hoping, that Gop will“ give commandment - 
concerning my bones:;*? and one day fetch them up- 
+ Wl {im the duſt, as filver from the furnace, purified, ** 1 
+ Wl © fy not, ſeven times, but ſeventy times ſeven,” 
y Here, .my contemplation took wing ; and, in an in- - 
. ſtant, alighted in the garden, adjoining to mount Cal. 
y Wl 475. Having viewed:the abode of my deceaſed fellow- 
- Wh crcatures ; methought, I longed to ſee the place, where 
our Lord lay, —And, oh ! what a marvellous ſpectacle 
was once exhibited .in this memorable fepulchre ! He - 
„who cloaths himſelf with light, as with a garment; 
* and walks upon the wings of the wind ® ;** HE was 
pleaſed to wear the habiliments of mortality, and dwelt 
. 0 among 
* The ſcriptures, ſpeaking of the ſupreme Being, ſay· He wallerꝶ 
oper the waves of the fea 3 to denote his uncontroulable power, Feb - 
ix. 8.—He walketh in the circuit of heaven ; to expreſs the immentit 
of his preſence, Job xxii. 14.— He walketh upon the wings of t 
wind ; to fignify the amazing ſwiftneſs of his operations, Pſalm civ. 3. 
An which laſt phraſe, there is, I think, an elegance and emphaſis, - 
not taken notice of by our commentators, yet unequalled in any - 
writer.Not, He flieth; He runneth; but, He waiketh : and that, 
on the very wwings of the wind; on the 12 5 
rouſee » 
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among the proftrate dead. Who can repeat the wondrous 
truth. too often? Who can dwell upon the tranſporting 
theme, too long? He, who fits. inthroned in glory, 
and diffuſes bliſs among all the heavenly hoſts ; HE 
_ once a pale and bloody corpſe, and preſſed this little 
pot. 

O Death! how great was thy triumph in that hour! 
Never did thy gloomy realms contain /c4 a priſoner be- 
ſore.—Priſoner, did 1 ſay? No; he was more than con- 
queror. He aroſe, far more mightily than Sam/on, from 
a tranſient ſlumber ; broke down the gates, and demo. 
liſhed the ſtrong-holds, of thoſe dark dominions.—And 
this, O mortals, this is your only con/o/ation and ſecu- 
rity. IJxsus has trod the dreadful path, and ſmoothed 
it for your paſſage. —]esvs, ſleeping in the chambers 
of the tomb, has brightened the diſmal manſion, and 
left an inviting odour, in thoſe beds of duſt. The dying 
Jesus! (Never let the comforting truth depart from 
your minds! The dying Jesus) is your ſure pratection, 
your unqueſtionable paypert, through the territories of 
the grave. Believe in him; and they ſhall prove a 
highway to Sien;“ ſhall tranſmit you ſafe to paradiſe. 
Believe in him; and you ſhall be no loſers, but unſpezk- 
able gainers, by your diſſolution. For, hear what the 
oracle of heaven ſays, upon this important point: au 
believeth in ne, ſhall never die. — What ſublime, and 
emphatical language, is this! Thus much, at * 
- | mu 


rouſed into it's utmoſt rage, and fweeping along with inconceivable 
rapidity.— A tumult in nature, not to be deſcribed, is the compeſed 
and ſedate work of the DIT V. A ſpeed, not to be meaſured, is 
{with reverence I uſe the expreſſion, and to comport with our low me- 
thods of conception) the ſo/emn and majeſtic foot-pace of JEHOV AH. 
— How flat are the following lines, even in the great maſter of 1yris 


oy =, þ =o on ey hy, 


— = oQg 


Jong, | | 

Ocyor Cervis, & agente Nimbos n 

5 Ocyor Eure, " 

Shen compared with this inimitable ſtroke of divine poetry -H Bi , 

 $6a/keth upon the 9wings of the wind. f 
fJohn xi. 26. . 
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muſt import The nature of that laſt change, ſhall. 
« be ſurpriſingly altered, for the better. It ſhall no 
longer be infiied, as a puniſhment ; but rather be 
« vouch/afed, as a bleſſing. To ſuch perſons, it ſhall 
« come attended, with ſuch a train of benefits, as will 
« render it a kind of happy impropriety to call it dying. 

« Dying ! No; 'tis then they truly begin to live. Their 
exit, is the end of their frailty, and their entrance 
upon perfection. Their laſt groan, is the prelude to 

« life and immortality.“ | 


O ye timorous ſouls, that are terrified at the ſound 
of the paſſing bell ; that turn pale, at the ſight of an 
opened grave; and can fcarce behold a coffin or a ſkull, 
without a ſhuddering horror: ye that are in bondage to 
the griſly tyrant, and tremble at the ſhaking of his 
iron rod; cry mightily to the Father of your ſpirits, for 
faith in his dear Son. Faith, will free you from your 
ſlavery *. Faith, will embolden you to tread on (this 
fierceſt of) ſerpents T. Old Simeon, claſping the child 
Jesus in the arms of his fleſh, and the glorious Medi- 

her | ; 1 ator 


* Death's terror is the mountain faiti removes: 
. Tis faith diſarms deſtruction.— 
Believe, and look with triumph on the tomb. 


. 
Theſe, and ſome other quotations, I am proud to borrow from the 

Night-Thoughts, eſpecially from Night the Fourth. In which, ener- 
C zy of language, ſublimity of ſentiment, and the moſt exquiſite beau 
t ties of poetry, are the /caft per fections to be admired. Almot every 
line glows with devotion ; riſes into the moſt exalted apprehenſions 
of the adorable Redeemer; and is animated with the moſt lively 
faity in His all-ſufficient mediation. The author of this excellent 
performance has the peculiar felicity, of ennobling all the ſtrength of 
ſtile, and every delicacy of imagination, with the grand and diſtin- 
guiſhing truths of Chriſtianity. Theſe thoughts give the higheſt en- 
tertainment to the fancy; and impart the nobleſt improvement to the 
mind. They not only refine our taſte, but prepare us for death, and 
ripen us for glory. I never take up this admirable piece, but I am 
ready to cry out—Tecum vivere amem, tecum obeam libens ; i. e. lau- 
* ſpire me with ſuch a ſpirit, and life ſhall be delightful, nor death 
« itſelf unwelcome.” * 

+ Luke x. 19. 
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innumerable company of ſinful creatures have ſet up 


the Lamb.” Authoriſed by the Captain of thy ſal- 
vation, thou alſo mayſt ſet thy feet upon the neck of this 


feel the viper 5 faſtening to thy mortal part, and fear no 


— 


ator in the arms of his faith, departs with. tranquillity: 
and peace. That bitter perſecutor Saul, having won: 
Car1sT ; being found in CHRIST; longs to be diſmiſſed 
from. cumbrous clay, and kindles into rapture at the 
proſpett of diſſolution . | Methiaks, I fee another of 
ImmanueL's followers, truſting in his Saviour; lean- 
ing on his beloved; go down to the ſilent ſhades, with 
compoſure and alacrity +.— In this powerful name, an 


their banners; and overcome, through the blood of 


king of terrors. Furniſhed with this antidote, hou alſo 
mayſt play around the hole of the aſp, and put thy un. 
daunted hand on this cockatrice-den . Thou mayſ 


evil : thou ſhalt one day ſhake it off by a joyful reſur- 
rection, and /uffer no harm. 


Reſurrection! That chearing word eaſes my mind of: 
an anxious thought, and: ſolves a moſt - momentous. 
queſtion. I was going to aſk; ** Wherefore do all theſe 
«« corpſes lie here, in this abject condition? Is this: 
«« their final ſtate ? Has death conquered ? and will the. 
* tyrant hold captivity captive? How long wilt. thou: 
forget them, O Lord? for ever ?!?—No, faith: the 
voice from. heaven, the word of divine revelation ; the 
righteous are all priſoners of hope ||. There is an 
hour (an awful ſecret that, and known only to all-fore- 
ſeeing wiſdom) an appointed hour there is, when an act 
of grace will paſs the great ſeal above, and give them 
an univerſal diſcharge ; a general delivery from. the- 
abodes of corruption. —Then, ſhall the Lox p Jz8vs 
deſcend from heaven, with the ſhout of the archangel, 
and the trump.of Go. Deffruckios itſelf ſhall hear his 
call, and the * grave give up her dead. In 

| .4 
Phil. i. 2 Tim. iv. 7, 2 Pet. i. 1 8. 
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a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, they ſhake off 
the fleep of ten thouſand years ; and ſpring forth, like 
the bounding roe, to“ meet their Lox p in the air.“ 


And, O! with what cordial congratulations ; what 
tranſporting endearments ; do the ſoul and body, thoſe 
affectionate companions, re-unite ! But, with how much 
greater demonſtrations of kindneſs, are they beth receiv- 
ed, by their compaſſionate Redeemer ! The Antient of 
days, who comes in. the clouds of heaven, is their 
friend; their father; their bridegroom. He comes with 
irreſiſtible power and infinite glory ; but they have no- 
thing to fear from his majeſtic appearance. Thoſe tre- 
mendous ſolemnities, which ſpread deſolation and aſtoniſn- 
ment through the univerſe ; ſerve only to inflame their 
love, and heighten their hopes. The Judge, the awful 
Judge, amidſt all his magnificence and ſplendor, vouch- 
ſafes to confeſs their names ; vouchſafes to commemo- 
rate their fidelity, before all the inhabitants of the ſkies, 
and the whole afſembled world. 


Hark! the thunders are huſhed. See! the light- 
nings ceaſe their rage. The angelic armies ſtand in 
filent ſuſpence. The whole race of Adam, is wrapped 
in pleaſing, or anxious expectation.— And now, that 
adorable perſon, whoſe favour is better than life ; whoſe 
acceptance is a crown of glory ; lifts up the light of his 
countenance upon the righteous. He ſpeaks ; ; and 
what raviſhing words proceed from his gracious lips! 10 
What ecſtacies of delight, they enkindle in the breaſts 
of the faithful !—* I accept you, O my people ! Yeare 
e they, that believed in my name. Ye are they, that 
* renounced yourſelves, and are complete in ne. I ſee no 
« ſpot or blemiſh in you; for ye are waſhed in my 
« blood, and cloathed with my righteouſneſs. Renew- 
ed by my Spirit, ye have glorified me on earth, and. 
e have been faithful unto death. Come, then, ye ſer- 
« yants of holineſs, enter into the joy of your Lox D. 


« Come, 


* 


ſtrongeſt thoughts, loſt and overwhelmed in thee ! Who 


* 
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% Come, ye children of light; ye bleſſed of my Fa 
ether; receive the 4ingdom, that ſhall never be remov- 
«« ed; wear the crown, which fadeth not . ; and en- 
«« joy  planfores for evermore-!”” 

Then, it will be one of the ſmalleſt privileges of the 
righteous, that they ſhall languiſh no more; that ſick. 
neſs will never again ſhew her pale countenance, in their 
dwellings . Death itſelf will be ſwallowed up in 
victory. That fatal javelin ; which has drank the: 
blood of monarchs, and finds it's way to the hearts of 
all the ſons of Adam ; ſhall be utterly broken. That 
enormous ſcythe ; which has ſtruck empires from their 
root, and ſwept ages and generations into oblivion ; 
ſhall lie hy in perpetual uſeleſſneſs. Sin alſo, which. 
filled thy quiver, thou inſatiate archer !—Sin, which 
ſtrung thy arm with reſiſtleſs vigour—which pointed all 
thy ſhafts with inevitable deſtrution—Sin, will then be 
done away. Whatever is frail, or depraved, will be, 
thrown off with our grave-cloaths. All to come is per- 
fe holineſs, and conſummate happineſs ; the term of. 
whoſe continuance is eternity. 


O Eternity ! Eternity ! How are our boldeſt, our 


— — 4 — 1 — —ů uin — 838 . — * 


can ſet landmarks, to limit thy dimenſions; or find 
plumbets, to fathom thy depths ? Arithmaricians have fi- 
gures to compute all the progreſſions of time. Ai. 
nomers have inſtruments, to calculate the diſtances of the 
planets. But what numbers can ſtate, what lines can 
gauge, the lengths and breadths of eternity? It is 
higher than heaven; what canſt thou do? deeper than · o 
«« hell; Nin 


—e ©, coco © 4 *. ..- 


* Taiah, ſpeaking of the new Feruſalem, mentions this, gh | FF 
of it's immunities; The inhabitant thereof fhail no more jay, 1 tt 
ct. Another claufe, in it's royal charter, runs thus; GOD full 
wipe azvay all tears from their eyes; and there ſhall be no more death, Bly: 
neither ſorrow, nor crying; neither hall there be any more fain, 


XIXU. 24. Rev. Xxi. 4. 
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« hell; what canſt thou know ? The meaſure thereof, 
« js longer than the earth, broader than the ſea . 


Myſterious, mighty exiſtence ! a ſum not to be leſ- 
ſened by the largeſt deduB#ions! An extent, not to be 
contracted by all poſſible diminutions ! None can truly 
ſay, after the moſt prodigious waſte of ages; So much 
« of eternity is gone.” For, when millions of centu- 
ries are elapſed,” it is but juſt commencing ; and, when 
millions more have run their ample round, it will be no 
nearerending. Yea, when ages, numerous as the bloom 
of ſpring ; increaſed by the herbage of ſummer ; both 
augmented by the leaves of autumn ; and all multiplied 
by the drops of rain, which drown the winter—when 
theſe and ten thouſand times ten thouſand more—more 
than can be repreſented by any ſimilitude, or imagined 
by any conception—when all theſe are revolved and fi- 
niſhed ; eternity, vaſt, boundleſs, amazing eternity, 
will only be beginning“ 


What a pleaſing, yet awful thought is this ! Full 
of delight, and full of dread. O! may it alarm our 
fears ; quicken our hopes ; and animate all our exdea- 
vours ] Since we are fo ſoon to launch into this endlefs 
and inconceivable ſtate; let us givealldiligence, to ſecure 
our entrance into bliſs. Now, let us give all diligence; 
becauſe there is no alteration, in the ſcenes of futurity. 
The wheel never turns : all is ſtedfaſt and immoveable 
beyond the grave. Whether we are then ſeated on the 
throne, or ſtretched on the rack : a ſeal will be ſet to 
our condition, by the hand of everlaſting mercy, or 
inflexible juſtice. —The Saints always rejoice amidit the 
ſmiles of heaven ; their harps are perpetually tuned 
their triumphs admit of no interruption.—The ruin of 
the wicked is irremediable, The fatal ſentence, once 
paſſed, is never to be repealed. No hope of exchang- 


* * Job xi. 8, 9. 
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ing their doleful habitations. But all things bear the 
ſame diſmal aſpe&, for ever and ever, 


The wicked—my mind recoils “, at the apprehen. 
ſion of their miſery. It has ſtudiouſly waved the fearful 
ſubje&; and ſeems unwilling to purſue it, even now.— 
But *tis better to reflect upon it, for a few minutes; 
than to endure it, to eternal ages. Perhaps, the conſi. 

deration of their aggravated miſery, may be profizabj 
terrible: may teach me more highly to prize the Sari. 

our, who“ delivers from going down into the bottomleſs 
r pit:“ may drive me like the avenger's ſword, to this 
only city of refuge, for obnoxious ſinners. 


The wicked ſeem to lie here, like malefaQors, in: 
deep and ſtrong dungeon; reſerved againſt the day of 
trial. Their departure was without peace.“ Cloud; 
of horror, ſat louring upon their cloſing eye - lids; moſt 
ſadly foreboding the blackneſs of darknefs for ever.“ 
When the laſt ſickneſs ſeized their frame, and the in-! 
evitable change advanced ; when they ſaw the fatal ar. 
row, fitting to the ſtrings ; ſaw the deadly archer, aim- 
ing at their heart; and felt the envenom'd ſhaft, faſten- “ 
ed in their vitals—Good Gop ! what fearfulneſs came"! 
upon them ! What horrible dread overwhelmed them! ſy 

How did they ſtand ſhuddering and aghaſt, upon the * 
tremendous precipice! exceſſively afraid to plunge into 
the abyſs of eternity, yet utterly unable to maintain 

their ſtanding on the verge of life. — th 

O! what pale reviews, what ſtartling proſpects, con. vi 
ſpire to augment their ſorrows ! They look backwars, WF'® 
and behold! a moſt melancholy ſcene! Sins unrepented Wt 
of; mercy lighted ; and the day of grace ending - 
They look forward, and nothing preſents itſelf, but the | 
-ighteous judge; the dreadful tribunal ; and a moſt 6 | 
lemn reckoning.— They roll around their affrighted eyes 
on attending fiends, If accomplices in debauchery; i | 

4 


ſharpens 


*  Arimus meminiſſe herrety, luftugue refugit. Vino. 
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ſharpens their anguiſh, to conſider this farther aggra- 
vation of their guilt ; that they have not ſinned alone, 
but drawn others into the ſnare. If religious acquaint- 
ance ; it ſtrikes a freſh gaſh into their hearts, to think 
of never ſeeing them any more, but only at an unap- 
proachable diſtance, ſeparated by the unpaſſable gulf. 
At laſt, perhaps, they begin to pray. Finding no o- 
ther poſſible way of relief, they are conſtrained to ap- 
ply unto the Almighty. With trembling lips, aud a 
faltering tongue, they cry unto that ſovereign Being, 
« who kills and makes alive: —But why have they de- 
?red, ſo long deferred their addreſſes to Gop ? Why 
have they deſpiſed all his counſels ; and ſtood incorrigi- 
ble under his inceſſant reproofs ? How often have they 
been forewarned of theſe terrors ; and moſt importu- 
ach intreated, to ſeek the LORD awhile he might be found? 
„Il wiſh, they may obtain mercy at the eleventh, at the 
laſt hour, I wiſh, they may be ſnatched from the jaws ; 
the opened, the gaping, the almoſt clofing jaws of 
damnation, But, alas! who can tell, whether atfront- 
ed majeſty will lend an ear to their complaint? Whether 
e the holy One will work a miracle of grace, in behalf of 
(och tranſgreſſors? He may, for ought any mortal 
be kaows, „ laugh at their calamity, and mock when 
oo © their fear cometh.“ 
it Thus they He, groaning out the poor remains of life; 
their limbs bathed in ſweat; their heart ſtruggling 
n. Nvith convulſive throes ; pains inſupportable throbbing 
in every pulſe ; and innumerable darts of agony tranſ- 
ed MM fixing their conſcience, 


In that dread moment, how the frantic ſoul 
Raves round the walls of her clay tenement 
Runs to each avenue; and ſhrieks for help; 
e But ſhrieks in vain ! How wiſhfully ſhe looks 
enn all ſhe's leaving, now no longer her's ! 
A little longer, yet a little longer, 
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© ! might ſhe ſtay, to waſh away her crimes, 
And fit her for her paſſage ! Mournful fight ! 
Her very eyes weep blood ; and every groan 
She heaves, 1s big with horror : but the foe, 
Like a ſtaunch murd'rer, ſteady to his purpoſe, 
Purſues her cloſe thro? ev'ry lane of life, 

Nor miſſes once the track; but preſſes on; 


Till, forc'd at laſt to owt tremendous verge, 
At once ſhe ſinks*, 


If this be the end of the ungodly, “my foul, come 
«© not thou into their ſecret ! Unto their afſembly, mine 
% honour, be not thou united! How awfully ac- 
compliſhed is that prediction of inſpired Wiſdom! Sin, 
though ſeemingly ſweet in the commiſſion; yet at the 
laft, it biteth like a ſerpent, and ſtingeth like an adder.— 
Fly, therefore, from the tents, O! fly from the ways, 
of ſuch wretched men. | 


Happy diſſolution! were this the period of their woes. 
But, alas! all theſe tribulations are only“ the beginning 
« of forrews ;”* a ſmall drop only from that “ cup of 
c trembling,” which is mingled for their future portion. 
No ſooner has the laſt pang diſlodged their reluctant 
fouls, but they are hurried into the preſence of an injur- 
ed angry Gop. Not under the conducting care of be- 
neficent angels, but expoſed to the inſults of accurſed 
ſpirits ; who lately tempied them, now upbraid them, and 
will for ever torment them. Who can imagine their con- 
fuſion and diſtreſs ; when they ſtand, guilty and inex- 
cuſable, before. their incenſed Creator ? They are re- 
ceived with frowns. 'The Gop that made them, has no 
«« mercy on them.“ The Prince of peace, rejects 
them with abhorrence. He conſigns them over to chains 
of darkneſs, and receptacles of de/pair ; againſt the ſever- 
er. doom, and more public infamy, of the great day.— 

s Then, 


See a valuable poem, intitled Tie Grave. 
+ La. xxvii. 11. 
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Then, all the vials of wrath, will be emptied upon 
theſe wretched creatures. The law they have violated, 
and the goſpel they have lighted ; the power they have 
defied, and the goodneſs they have abuſed ; will all 
get themſelves honour in their exemplary deſtruction. 
Then, God, the God to whom. vengeance belongeth, 
will draw the arrow to the very head, and ſet them as 
the mark of his inexorable diſpleaſure. 


Reſurrection will be no privilege to them; but im- 
mortality itſelf, their everlaſting curſe. —Would they 
not bleſs the grave, that land where all things are _ 
forgotten; and wiſh to lie, eternally hid, in it's 
deepeſt gloom ? But, the duſt refuſes to canceal their 

rſons ; or to draw a weil over their practices. They 
muſt alſo awake; muft ariſe ; muſt appear at the bar; 
and meet the Judge. A judge, before whom * the 
« pillars of heaven tremble, and the earth melts away.“ 
A judge, once long-ſuffering, and very compaſſionate z 
but now unalterably determined, to teach ſtubborn of- 
fenders—W hat it is, to proveke the omnipotent God- 
head: what it is, to trample upon the blood of his 
Son: and offer deſpite to all the gracious overtures of 
his Spirit, 

O! the perplexity ! the diſtraction! that muſt ſeize 
the impenitent rebels, when they are ſummoned to the 
great tribunal !—What will they do, in this day of ſe- 
vere viſitation ? This day of final deciſion? - Where? 
How? Whence can they find help? To which of the 
ſaints will they turn? Whither, betake themſelves, for 
ſhelter or for ſuccour? —Alas ! *tis all in vain ; tis all 
too late.— Friends and acquaintance know them no 
more. Men and angels abandon them to their ap- 
proaching doom. Even the Mediator, the MEDIA- 
TOR himſelf, deſerts them in this dreadful hour. To 
fr, will be impracticable; to j»/if5 themſelves, ſtill more 
impoſſible : and now, to make any /#fp/ications, utterly 


unavailable, 2 
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hearts are diſcloſed. The hidden things of darkneſs arg 


been about their path, and about their bed, and ſpied 
have done. They cannot anſwer him one in a thou. 
reveal their iniquities, and the earth riſes up againſt them, 
famy, before all the armies of the ſky, and all the na- 
"Neem it; to hide their aſhamed heads, in the bottom 


of the ocean; or even to be buried, beneath the ruins 
| of the tottering world! 
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Fo MEDITATIONS 
Behold ! the books are opened. The fecrets of alt 


drought to light. How empty, how ineffectual v, 
are all thoſe refined artifices ; with which hypocrites im. 
poſed upon their ſellow- creatures, and preſerved a cha. 
racter in the ſight of men !—The jealous Gop, who has 


out all their ways, ſets before them the things that they 
fand, nor ſtand in the awful judgment. The heavens 
They are /peechle/5 with guilt, and figmatized with i in- 


tions of the redeemed. —What a favour would they e- 


If the contempt, poured upon them, be thus inſup- 
pottable ; how will their hearts endure, when the ſword 
of infinite indignation is unſheathed ; and fiercely wav- 
ed, around their defenceleſs heads; or pointed directiy, 
at their naked breaſts ? How muſt the wretches ſcream 
with wild amazement, and rend the very heavens with 
their cries, when the right-aiming thunderbolts go a- 
broad! Go abroad, with a dreadful commiſſion, to drive 
them from the kingdoms of glory ; and plunge them— 
not into the forrows of a moment, or the tortures of an 
hour—but into all the reſtleſs agonies of unquenchable 
fire, and everlaſting deſpair . 


Miſery of miſeries ! too ſhocking for refleQion, to 
dwell upon. But, if fo diſmal to fore/ee ; and that at a 
diſtance; together with ſome comfortable.expeAtation 


2. xx 27. 
+ Regions of ſorrow, doleful ſhades, where peace 

And reſt can never dwell; hope never comes, 

That comes to all: but torture without end 

Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 
. ſulphur unconſum d. Mir r. 
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of eſcaping it O! how bitter, inconceivably bitter to 
bear; without any intermiſſion ; or any mitigation z- 
through hopeleſs and eternal ages ! 


Who has any bowels of pity? Who has any ſenti- 
ments of compaſſion ? Who has any tender concern for 
his fellow-creatures? Who ?—In Gop's name, and for 
Car13T's ſake, let him ſhew it; by warning every man, 
and beſeeching every man, to /zek the Lon D while he 
may be found: to throw down the arms of rebellion, 
before the act of indemnity expires : ſubmiſſively to a- 
dore the Lamb, while he holds'out the golden ſceptre. 
Here, let us a& the friendly part to mankind. Here, 
let the whole force of our benedolence exert itſelf : in 
exhorting relations, acquaintance, neighbours, whom=- 
ſvever we may probably influence, to take the wings of 
faith unfeigned; of repentance undelayed ; and flee away 
from the wrath.to come. 

Upon the: whiole ;: what ſtupendous diſcoveries are 
theſe! Lay them up in a faithful remembrance, O my- 
ſoul. Recollect them, with the moſt ſerious attention; 
when thou-lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up, When 
thou walkeſt, receive them for thy companions ; when 
thou.talkeſt, liſten to them as thy prompters; and what- 
ever thou doeſt, conſult. them as thy direfors.—Influ- 
enced by theſe conſiderations, thy views will greaten - 
thy affections be exalted ; and thoy thyſelf raiſed above 
the tantalizing power of periſhing things. Duly mind- 
ful of theſe, it will be the ſum of thy deres, and the 
ſcope of thy endeavours, to gain the approbation of that 
ſovereign Being; who will then fill the throne, and 
pronounce the deciſive ſentence... Thou wilt ſee no- 
thing worth a.wiſh*, in compariſon of having his will 
for thy rule; his glory for thy aim; and his Holy Spi- 
nt for thy ever- actuating principle. | 

G 3 Won 

Great day of dread, deciſion, and deſpair! 

At thought of thee, each ſublunary wiſh 
Lets go it's eager graſy, and quits the world. 


Night Teng 


68 MEDITATIONS 


Wonder, O man; be loſt in admiration ; at thoſe 
 $roadigious events, which are coming upon the uniyerſe, 
Events, the greatneſs of which, nothing finite can mea. 
ſyre. Such, as will cauſe whatever is conſiderable or 
momentoys in the annals of all generations, to ſink in- 
to littleneſs and nothing. Events (Jzsus prepare us 
for their approach; defend us, when they take place!) 
big with the everlaſting fates, of all the living, and all 
the dead.—I muſt ſee the graves cleaving ; the ſea 
teeming, and ſwarms unſuſpected, crouds unnumbered, 
yea, multitudes of thronging nations, riſing from. both.— 
F muſt ſee the world in flames; muſt ſtand at the diſſo. 
tution of all terreſtrial thin gs; and be an attendant on 
the burial of nature. — ] muſt ſee the vaſt expanſe f the 
Ky, wrapt up like a ſcroll; and the incarnate Gov, 
iſſuihg forth from light inacceſſible, with ten thouſand 
times ten thouſand angels, to judge both mer and gdevil:, 
Il muſt ſee the curtain of time drop; ſee all eternity 
difcloſed to view; and enter upon a fate of * that 
will never, never, have an end. 


And ought I not (et the vaineſt imagination deter. 
mine; ought I not) to try the ſincerity of my faith, and 
take heed to my ways ? Is there an inquiry ; is there a 
care ; of greater, of equal, of comparable importance ? 
Ils not this an infinitely preſſing call, to ſee that my 
Joins are girded about ; my lamp trimmed ; and myſelt 
dreſſed for the bridegroom” $ appearance ? That waſhed 
in the fountain opened in my Saviour's ſide, and clad 
with the marriage garment wove by his obedience ; [ 
may be found in peace, unblameable, and unreprovea- 
able. <Otherwiſe, how ſhall I ſtand with boldneſs ; 
when the ſtars of heaven fall from their orbs? How ſhall 
1 come forth ere& and courageous ; when the earth itſelf 
reels to and fro like a drynkard ® ? How ſhall I look up 
with joy, and ſet my ſalvation drawing nigh ; when the 
hearts of millions and millions fail for fear? 

Nov 


®_ Iſa, xxiv. 20. 


- 2 y_— —_— = —_— ed 


. tro fo mm 00. ww ÞB _ boo +» 


* — 


7 


= 


AMONG THE TOMBS. 69 


Now, madam, leſt my meditations fet in a cloud; 
and leave any unpleaſing gloom upon your mind 3, let 
me once more turn to the brightening proſpects of the 
righteous. A view of them, and their delightful ex- 
pectations, may ſerve to exhilarate the thoughts ; which 
have been muſing upon melancholy fubje&s, and hover- 
ing about the edges of infernal darkneſs. Juſt as a ſpa- 
cious field, arrayed. in chearful green, relieves and rein- 
vigorates the eye; which has fatigued itſelf by poring 
upon ſome minute, or gazing upon ſome glaring object, 
The righteous ſeem to lie by, in the boſom of the 
earth, as a wary pilot in ſome well-ſheltered creek ; till 
all the ſtorms, which infeſt this lower world, are blown 
over. Here they enjoy ſafe anchorage ; are in no dang- 
er of foundering, amidſt the waves of prevailing iniqui- 
ty; or of being ſhipwrecked, on the rocks of any. pow-- 
erful temptation. But, ere-long, we ſhall behold them 
hoiſting their flag of hope ; riding before a ſweet gale 
of atoning merit, and redeeming love; till they make, 
with all the fails of an aſſured faith, the bleſſed port of 


eternal life. 


Then, may the honoured friend, to whom I am writ- 
ing; rich in good works; rich in heavenly tempers; but 
inexpreſſibly richer in her Saviour's righteouſneſs— 0 
may ſhe enter the harbour, like a gallant fately wef71 ; 
returned ſucceſsful and victorious from ſome grand ex- 
pedition ; with acclamations, honour, and joy! While 
my little bark, attendant on the ſolemnity, and a par- 
taker of the triumph, glides humbly after : and both 
reſt together in the haven—the wiſh'd for, bliſsful ha- 
ren, of perfect ſecurity, and everlaſting repdſe 
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REFLECTIONS 
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A FLOWER GARDEN. 


IN A LETTER TO A LADY. 
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MADAM, 


SOME time ago, my meditations took # 
75 y turn among the tombs, They viſited the 


dead“; and you was pleaſed to favour them 


your company, in a more inviting and delightful ex- 
curſion? In a beautiful flower-garden ; where 1 lately 
walked, and at once regaled the ſenſe, and indulged 
the fancy. | | 


It was early in a ſummer morning. When the air was 
cool; the earth moiſt ; the whole face of the creation 
| | freſh 


* & Diſcourſes on the wanity of the creature, which repreſent the 
* barrenneſs of every thing in this world, and it's incapacity of pro- 
* ducing any ſolid or ſubſtantial happineſs, are uſeful. —'T hoſe 
* Ipeculations alſo, which ſhew the bright fide of things, and lay 
forth thoſe innocent entertainments, which are to be met with 
among the ſeveral objects that encompaſs us, are no leſs benefi- 
' Clal.” Specr. Vol. V. No. 393. Upon the plan of theſe obſervations, 
ir preceding and following reflections are formed. 


awful and melancholy manſions of the 


with your attention. —May I, now, beg the honour of 


| 
| 
| 
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a> 
freſh and gay. The noiſy world was ſcarce awake. þ, 
fine/s had not quite ſhook off his ſound ſleep; and jj 
had but juſt reclined his giddy head. All was ſerene 
all was till : every thing tended to inſpire tranquill 
of mind, and invite'to ſerious thought. 


Only the wakeful /ar4 had left her neſt, and 
mounting on high to ſalute the opening day. Elevate 
in air, ſhe ſeemed to call the laborious huſbandman t 
his toil, and all her fellow-ſongſters to their notes. 
Earlieſt of birds, ſaid I, companion of the dawn, n 
I always riſe at thy voice ! riſe, to offer the mattin-ſong 
and adore that beneficent Being, ** who maketh d 
_ ** out-goings of the morning and evening to rejoice,” 


How charming to rove abroad, at this ſweet houry 
prime To enjoy the calm of nature; to tread the d 
lawns; and taſte the unrifled freſhneſs of the air 


Sweet is the breath of morn, her riſing ſweet, 
With charm of earlieſt birds. | 


What a pleaſure do the ſons of /forb loſe? Little, ah 
little is the fluggard ſenſible, how delicious an enter 
tainment he foregoes, for the pooreſt of all animal grati 
fications 9. — 95 : - 
The greyneſs of the dawn decays gradually. Abu. 


dance of ruddy ſtreaks tinge the fleeces of the firme 
men 


* See! how revelation and reaſon, the ſcriptures. and the claſſe 
unanimouſly exhort to this moſt beneficial practice. They both iu 
us to early riſing, by the moſt engaging motives, . and the moſt. alluri 
repreſentations, 

Come, beloved,. let us go forth into the field ; let us lodge in ti 
villages, * us get up of the — let us ſee if the 
aur, whether the tender grape appear, and the pomegranate 
forth. Cant. vii. 41, 12. ö 


Luciferi primo cum fidere, frigida rura 
Car; amus : dum mane nouum, dum ones canent, 
Et ros in tenera pecori gratiſſimus herba eft, Vin. Georg. U 


ent. Till at length, the dappled aſpect of the eaſt is 
ft, in one ardent and boundleſs /ufs.—ts it the ſur. 
iſe of imagination, or do the ſkies really redden wirh 
ame; to ſee ſo many ſupinely ſtretched, on their 


Fhile the vigorous ſun is up, and going on his Maker's 


et him heighten the melody of the tuneful tribes, by 


rove the fragrant oblations of nature, by mingling 
ith the riſing odours, the more refined breath of praiſe. 


rſt glance upon the objects that are above him. 


trait towards heav'n my wond”ring eyes I turn'd, 
And gaz'd a-while the ample Sk v. 


heir rage, and worlds unnumbered roll at large !—-O 


is amazing circumference with a ſpan ! G the immen- 
of that wonderful Being; before whom this unmea- 
able extent, is no more than a point !—And O (thou 
leaſing thought ) the unſearchable riches of that mer- 
„ which is greater than the heavens Is more enlarged 


table tracts of air, and ſea, and firmament ! Which 


rid aggravations ; pardons them in conſideration of 
e Redeemer's atonement, with bony freeneſs, and 
e utmoſt readineſs ! More readily, if it were pollible, 
lan. this all-ſurrounding expanſe admits, within it's cir- 
it, a ridge of mountains, or even a grain of ſand. 
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rowſy pillows ?—Shall man be loſt in luxurious eaſe? 
hall man waſte theſe precious hours in idle ſlumbers? 


rand? While all the feather'd choir are hymning the 
reator, and paying their homage in harmony? — No. 


adding the rational ſtrains of devotion. Let him im- 


'Tis natural for man to look upward; to throw his . 


Prodigious theatre! Where lightnings dart their fire, 
nd thunders utter their voice. Where-tempeſts ipend A 


e greatneſs of that mighty hand; which meteth out ; 


nd extenſive, in it's gracious exerciſe ; than theſe illi- 


ardons crimes of the moſt enormous ſize, and the moſt 


Come 


| 
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Come hither then, ye awakened, trembling ſinnen 
Come“, weary and heavy-laden with a ſenſe of your ini 
quities. Condemn yourſelves. Renounce all relianc 
on any thing of your own, Let your zru/t be in the in. 
der mercy of GoD, for ever and ever. | 
In them hath he ſet a tabernacle for the ſun ꝓ.— Beholt 
him coming forth from the chambers of the eaſt; See! 
the clouds, like floating curtains, are thrown back at 
his approach. With what refulgent majeſty does he 
walk abroad! How tranſcendently bright is his counte- 
nance ; ſhedding day, and inexhauſtible light, through 
the univerſe !—Is there a ſcene, though finiſhed by the 
moſt elaborate and coſtly refinements of art, ** compa. 
*«« rable to theſe illuſtrious ſolemnities of opening ſun. 
*« ſhine? Before zhe/e, all the ſtudied pageantry of the 
theatre; the glittering economy of an afſembly ; or 
even the heightened ornaments of a royal palace; 
« hide their diminiſhed heads, and ſhrink into no- 
« thing.” -I have read of a perſon, ſo ſtruck with the 
ſplendors of this noble luminary ; that he imagined him- 
ſelf made on purpoſe to contemplate it's glories. Ol that 
CS | chri: 
* The lines which follow, are admirably deſcriptive of the ſpirit 
and practice, hinted above. In them defire pants; prayer reli; 
and faith, as it were, graſps the prize. take leave to tranſplant 
thein into this place; and I could wiſh them a better, a more con- 
ſpicuous ſituation, than either their neto or their native ſoil. Their 
native ſoil; is no other than The lamentation of a ſinner, written by 
Mr. Sternhold. Notwithſtanding the unpromiſing genius of the per- 
formance, I think, we may challenge the greateſt maſters, to pto- 
duce any thing more ſpirited and importunate; more, full of nature, 
or more fluſhed with life. we bes 
Mercy, good LORD, mercy I crave ; of 
This is the, total ſum; . 
For mercy, LORD, is all my ſuit; fi 
LORD, ler thy merey come. 4 v 
The ſhort ſentences . Not a fingle copulati ve The frequent I 
ition of the Divine name The almoſt inceſſant reiteration of the 
lefling, ſo paſſionately defired, and inexpreſſibly needed.—This 1 


the genuine language of ardor ; theſe are beauties obvious to ever 
. and cannot fail, either to pleaſe the judicious taſte, or to edit 


gracious heart. | 
+ Pal. xix. 4. 0 3 
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chriſtians would adopt his perſuaſion, and transfer it to 
the Sun of righteouſneſs Thus applied, it would ceaſe to 
be a chimerical notion, and become a moſt important 
truth. For ſure I am, it is the ſupreme happineſs of the 
eternal ſtate ; and therefore may well be the ruling con- 
cern of this preſent life; te know the only true GOD, and 
JESUS CHRIST, hem he hath ſent. —Nor do I ſtand 
alone in this opinion. The very beſt judge of whatever 
is valuable in ſcience, or perfective of our nature; a 
judge, who formed his taſte on the maxims of paradiſe, 
and received the finiſhings of his education in the third 
heavens ; this judge, determines to know nothing but FE- 
SUS CHRIST, and him crucified, He' poſſeſſed, in his 
own perſon, the fineſt, the moſt admired accompliſhments ; 
yet pronounces them no better than dung, in compariſon 
of the * ſuper-eminent excellency of this ſaving Know- 
ledge. | 

Methinks, I diſcern a thouſand admirable properties 
in the ſun. Tis certainly, the beſt material emblem 
of the Creator. There is more of Goo in it's Juftre, 
emergy, and uſefulneſs, than in any other viſible being. 
To worſhip it as a deity, was the leaſt inexcuſable of all 
the heathen idolatries. One ſcarce can wonder, that 
fallen reaſon ſhould miſtake ſo fair a copy, for the adora- 
ble original. No compariſon, in the whole book of ſa- 
cred wiſdom, pleaſes me more ; than that which reſem- 
bles the bleſſed Jz8vs, to yonder regent of the day + ; 
who now advances on his azure road, to ſcatter light, 
and diſpenſe gladneſs through the nations. 

What were all the realms of the world, but a dungeon 
of darkneſs, without the beams of the ſun? All their 
fine ſcenes, hid from our view; loſt in obſeurity.— lu 
rain, we roll around our eyes, in the midnight gloom: 
= CR behold emen na- 
oa. H , - . Z ture. 


®* To unten vue Ye Phil, M. 5. | 
Unto you, that fear 
n - - 45g Sun of Righteouſmaft ariſes 
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ture. Turn whither we will, no form or comelineſt 
appears. All ſeems a dreary waſte ; an undiſtinguiſh: 
ed chaos. Till the returning hours, have unbarred the 
gates of light, and let forth the morn.— Then, what t 
proſpect opens! the heavens are paved with azure, and 
ſtrewed with roſes. - A variety of the livelieſt verdure 
array the plains. The flowers put on a glow of the 
richeſt colours. The whole creation ſtands forth, drefl. 
ed in all the charms of beauty. The raviſhed eye looks 
round, and wonders, 


And what had been the condition of our intelleQual 
nature, without the great Redeemer, and his divine re. 
welation ? Alas! what abſurd and unworthy apprehen- 
ſions, did the Pagan ſages form of Gop ! What jd: 
dreams, what childiſh conjectures, were their doQrines 
of a future ſtate !—How did the bulk, even of that fa. 
voured nation, the eas, weary themſelves in very vn. 
nity, to obtain peace and reconciliation with their of. 
fended Jenovax ! Till Jesvs aroſe upon our benight- 
ed minds, and brought life and immortality to light; 
till HE aroſe, to enlighten the wretched Gentiles, aud to bt 
the glory of his people 1ſrael. 

No we no longer cry out, with a reſtleſs i impatience 
anbere is GOD my Mater? For we are allowed to con- 
template the brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs 
image of his perſon, in the face of FESUS.CHRIST — 
Now, we no longer 1 inquire, with an unſatisfied folici- 
tude, ** which is the way to bliſs? Becauſe ]z$vs has 
marked the path, by his ſhining example; and left us 
an unerring clue, in his holy word. — Now, we have no 
more reaſon to proceed with miſgiving hearts, in our 
Journey to eternity; or to aſk anxiouſly, as we go; ** who 
vill roll away the ſtone, and open the everlaſting 
doors? Who will remove the flaming ſword, and giv 
<< us admiſſion into the delights of paradiſe? For its 
done, all done, by the Captain of our ſalvation. Sin - 


- — 
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has expiated, by the unblemiſhed ſacrifice of himſelf, 
The law he has fulfilled, by his perfect obedience, The 
ſinner he transforms, by his ſanctifying SI KIT. In a 
word; he hath both preſented us with a clear diſcovery 
of good things to come ; and adminiſtered to us an a- 
bundant entrance into the final enjoyment of them. 


Whenever, therefore, we bleſs God for the circling 

feaſons, and revolving day; let us adore, thankfully a- 
dore him, for the more precious appearance of the Sun of 
righteouſneſs, and his glorious goſpel. Without which, 
n KC ſhould have been groping, even to this hour, in ſpi- 
"WH ritual darkneſs, and the ſhadow of death. Without 
; which, we muſt have wandered in a maze of inextrica- 
die uncertainties; and have ſtumbled upon the dark 
mountains“ of error, till we fell into the bottomleſs 
pit of perdition. 


| | 
R Without that grand 3 principle; what were 
f. this earth, but a lifeleſs maſs ? A rude lump of inactive 
. matter? The trees could never break forth into leaves, 
dor the plants ſpring up into flowers. We ſhould no 
„more behold the meadows mantled over with green'; nor 
the valleys, ſtanding thick with corn. Or, to ſpeak in 
e WJ the beautiful language of a prophet ; · No langer would 
n- the fig-rree bloſſom, nor fruit be in the wine © the labour of 
ste olive would fail, and the fields could yield no meat e the 
Heals nit be cut off from the fold, and there would be no 
i. Lerd in the ftalls.— The ſun darts it's beams among all 
the vegetable tribes ; and paints the ſpring, and enrich- 
es the autumn. This pierces to the roots of the vine- 
yard and the orchard ; and ſets afloat thoſe fermenting 
juices, which at length burſt into floods of wine, or 
bend the boughs with a mellow load. Nor are it's fa- 
ours confined to the upper regions ; but diſtributed upto 
the deepeſt receſſes of creation. It penetrates the beds of 
metal, and finds it's way to the place of the ſapphires. It 
tinQures' the ſeeds of gold, that are ripening into ore; 
_ aud 

Hab. iii. 17. 
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and throws a brilliancy into the water of the diamond, 
that is hardening on it's rock. In ſhort ; the beneficial 
agency of this magnificent luminary, is inexpreſſible. 
It beautifies and impreg nates, univerſal nature. There 
sis nothing hid from the heat thereof.” 


Juſt in the ſame manner, were the rational world 
dead in treſpalſes and fins, without the reviving energy of 
Jesus CRAIsT. Heis the reſurrection and the life:" 
the overflowing fountain of the one, and the all- power 
ful cauſe of the other. The ſecond Adam is a guickening 
ſpirit, and all his ſaints live through him. He ſhines 
upon their affections; and they ſhoot forth into heavenly 
graces, and abound in the fruits of righteouſneſs. Faith 
unfeigned, and love undiſſembled, thoſe nobleſt produc. 
tions of the renewed nature, are the effects of his opera- 
tion on the mind. Not ſo much as one divine diſpoſi- 
tion could ſpread itſelf, not one chriſtian habit unfold 
and flouriſh, without the kindly influence of hi, grace, 

As there is no fruitfulneſs, fo likewiſe no chearful- 
16%. F without the ſun. When that auſpicious ſovereign 
of the day, diffuſes the mildneſs of his morning ſplen- 
dor, he creates an univerſal feſtival, Millions of glitter. W- 
ing inſets awake into exiſtence, and baſk in his rays. Wz 
The birds ſtart from their ſlumbers, and pour their de-. 
lighted ſouls, in harmony, The flocks, with bleating Ws 
Accents, hail the welcome bleſſing. The valleys ring Wec 
with rural muſic ; the hills echo back the artleſs ſtrains, 

All that is vocal, joins in the general choir : all that bas Wt 
breath, exults in the chearing influence. — Whereas; ir 
was that radiant orb extinguiſhed, a tremendous gloom 
would enſue, and horror inſupportable. Nay ; let it on- 
ly be eclip/ed, for a few minutes; and all nature aſſumes ſhi 
an air of /adne/s, The heavens are wrapt in ſables, and e 

put i 
| tt 

* «© The ſun, which is as the great ſoul of the unjverſe, and 6 


4c produces all the neceſſaries of life, has a particular influence in 
& hearing the mind of man, and making the heart glad.“ Spell. 
Vol. V. No. 387. 
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put on a kind of mourning. The moſt ſprightly ani- 

mals hang down their dejected heads. The ſongſters of 
the grove are ſtruck dumb. Howling beaſts roam abroad 

for prey: ominous birds come forth and ſcreech : the 

beart of man fails, or a ſudden pang ſeizes the forebode- 

ing mind. —So, when Caxr1sT hides away his fate; 

len faith loſes ſight of that conſolation of //rael; how 

gloomy are the proſpects of the ſoul! Our Gop ſeems to 

be a conſuming fire, and our fins cry loudly for ven- 
geance. The thoughts bleed inwardly ; the chriſtian 
walks heavily. All without is irkſome; all within is diſ- 
conſolate. Lift up then, moſt gracious Jz3us, thou xo 
bler day-/pring from on high! O lift up the light of thy 
countenance, upon thy people! Reveal the fulneſs of 
thy mediatorial ſufficiency ; make clear our title to this 
great ſalvation; and thereby impart | 


Da X42 = KB — — 


What nothing earthly gives, or can deſtroy, 
The ſoul's calm ſun-ſhine, and the heart: felt joy. 


i W In one inſtance more, let me purſue the ſimilitude. 
The ſun, I obferve, pours his luſtre all around; to every 
diftance, and in every direction. Profuſely liberal of his 
gifts, he illuminates and chears all the ends of the earth, 
and the whole compaſs of the ſkies. The eaſt reddens 
with his riſing radiance ; and the weſtern hills, are gild- 
ed with his ſtreaming ſplendors. The chilly regions of 
e north, are cheriſhed by his genial warmth ; while 
the ſouthern tracts, glow with his. fire.—Thus, are the 
influences of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, difu/rve and un- 
cfined. The generations of old felt them; and gene- 
ations yet unborn, will rejoice in them. The merits of 
his precious death extended to the firſt, and will be pro- 
pagated to the laſt, ages of mankind. —May they, ere 
long, viſit the remoteſt climates, and darkeſt corners of 
de earth! Command thy goſpel, bleſſed Jzsvs, thy 
laſting goſpel, to take the wings of the morning, 
1 a and 
2 Porz's Erd. Ep. N 
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kingdoms ! The fervent heat of yeſterday's ſun, had a 


 diftillations of the night! How they gladden and im 


and travel with yonder ſun. Let it fly upon ſtrong p. 
nions among every people, nation, and language. That, 


where the heat ſcorches, and the cold freezes, thou may 
be known, confeſſed, and adored | That franger: to thy 


name, and enemies to thy doArine, may be enlightened 
with the knowledge, and won to the love, of thy truth! 
O! may that beſt of æras come; that wiſhed-for peri. 
od advance; when All the ends of the auorld ſhall remembn 
themſelves, and be turned unto the LORD ; and all the his 


 dreds of the natians worſhip before him * ! 


From the heavens, we retire to the earth. Here, the 
drops of dew, like ſo many liquid cryſtals + , . ſparkle 
upon the eye. How brilliant, and unſullied, is their luſ. 
tre! How little inferior to the proud ſtone, which irradi- 
ates a monarch's crown! They want nothing but foli- 
dity and permanency; to equal them with the fineſt tres. 
ſures of the jeweller's caſket. —Here, it muſt be confell- 
ed, they are greatly deficient ; ſhort-lived ornaments; 
poſſeſſed of little more, than a momentary radiance. The 
ſun, that lights them up, will ſoon melt them into air, 
or exhale them into vapours. Within an hour, we may 
look for their place, and they ſhall be away. —0 


may every good reſolution of mine, and of my flock's; 


may our united breathings after God, not be like theſe 
tram ſient decorations of the morning; but like the ſub- 


ſtantial glory of the growing day! The one ſhines more 


and more, with augmented ſplendors; while the other, 
having glittered gaily for a few moments, diſappear and 
are loit. 


How ſenſibly has this dew refreſbed the vegetabl 


moſt parched the face, and exhauſted the ſweets, of nw 
ture. But what a ſovereign reſtorative, are theſe cooling 


. gorate 
_ Pſalm xxii. 27- 


+ Now morn, her roſy ſteps in th* eaſtern clime 


Advancing, fow'd the earth with erient pearl. MT r. 
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porate the languiſhing herbs! Sprinkled with theſe re- 
viving drops, their verdure deepens ; their bloom is new- 
fluſhed ; their fragrance, faint or intermitted, becomes 
potent and copious.— Thus does the ever-blefſed Sp1- 
x17. revive the drooping troubled conſcience of a ſinner. 
When that Almighty Comforter ſheds his ſweet influence 
on the ſoul ; difplays the all-ſufficient ſacrifice of a di- 
vine Redeemer ; and witneſſes with our ſpirit,“ that 
we are interefted in the Saviour, and, by this means, are 
children of GOD ; then, what a pleaſing change enſaes ! 
Former anxieties are remembered no more. Every un- 
eaſy apprehenſion vaniſhes. Soothing hopes, and delight- 
ful expectations, ſucceed. The countenance drops it's 
dejected mien; the eyes brighten with a lively chearful- 
neſs ; while the lips expreſs the heart-felt ſatisfaction, 
in the language of thankſgiving, and the voice of me- 
lody.— In this ſenſe, merciful Gop, be as the dew unto 
Jjrazl ! ** Pour upon them the continual dew of thy 
« blefling.” And O! let not my fleece be dry, while 
heavenly benediction deſcends upon all around. 


Who can number theſe pearly drops? They hang on 
every hedge ; they twinkle from every ſpray ; and adorn 
the whole herbage of the field. Not a blade of graſs, 
not a ſingle leaf, but wears the watry pendants. So vaft 
is the prefuſfon, that it baffles the arithmetician's art.— 
Here, let the benevolent mind contemplate and admire 
that emphatical ſcripture ; which, from this elegant ſi- 
militude, deſcribes the increa/e of the Mefjah's kingdom. 
The royal prophet, ſpeaking of CHRIST, and foretell- 
ing the ſucceſs of his religion, has this remarkable ex- 
preſſion ® ; The dew of thy birth is of the womb of the 
morning, (i. e.) As the morning is the mother of dews ; 

produces 

Pf. ex. 3. Mecrehem meſhetey leck ihel iledetech. The moſt exact tranſ- 
lativn of chi difficult paſſage is, I apprehend, as follows; Pre rore 
uteri auroræ, tibi eft ros juwentutis wel prolis tur. The dew of thy birth 
is larger, more copious, than the dew which proceeds from the 


womb of the morning. I cannot acquieſce in the new verſion; be- 
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produces them, as it were, from a prolific womb ; and 
ſcatters them, with the moſt laviſh abundance, over all 
the ſurface of the earth: So ſhall ihy ſeed be, O thou 

/ | ever. 


cauſe that disjoins the wvomb of the morning, from the dero of thy birth, 
Whereas, they ſeem io have a clear affinity, and a cloſe connection. 
The womb of the morning is, with the utmoſt pertinency, appliel 
to the conception and production of dews; agreeably to a delicate 
line, in that gieat matter of juſt deſcription, and lively painting, 
Mr. Timon: 

The meel-ey d mag apf ears, mother of devs. Summer. 


We meet with a fine expreſſion in the book of Fob, which. may 
ſerve to confirm this remark. ; may illuſtrate the propriety, of the 
phraſe, uſed in this connection. Hath the rain a father, or wh 
% hath begotten the drops of dew?" Tt ſeems, the Oriental. writers de- 
lighted to repreſent the dew, as a kind of birth, as the offspring of 
the morning. And if ſo, ſurely there could be no image in the whole 
compaſs ot tae univerſe, better adapted to the Pſalmiſt's puxpoſe: or 
more ſtrongly ſignificant of thoſe mul ũtudes of profelytes, which were 
bern, not of bleed, nor of the ill of the fle, ner of the woill of man, 
tut of GOD; by the powerful energy of his word. and .Spirit.-Upog 
this ſuppoſition, the whole verſe deſcribes 


The willing ſubjection, | | 
The gracious accompliſhments, f of. Chriſt's converts. 
And the vaſt number, 


q. d. In the day of thy perver, when thy glorious Goſpel ſhall be pub» 
liſhed in the world, and. accompanied with marvellous efficacy—ig 
that memorable period, Thy feof/e, diſcontinuing the former obla- 
tions, commanded under the Moſaic law; ſhall devote themſelves, as 
ſo many living ſacrifices, to thy honour. Not conſtrained by force, 
but charmed with thy excellency, they ſhall come in volunteers to 
thy ſervice, and be -free-2will offering: in thy church. — Neither ſhall 
they be empty vines, or bare profeſſors; but ſhall walk in all the 
beauties of holineſs, and. bring forth ſuch amiable fruit, as will adory 
the doctrine they embrace. — What is ſtill more deſirable, they ſhall 
be as numerous, as they are willing and holy. Born to thee in num- 
ders, immenſe and inconceivable; exceeding even the countleſs my- 
riads of dew-drops, which are begotten by. the night, and iſſue from 
the womb of the recent morning. 

By this interpretation, the text, I think, is cleared of it's obſtu- 
ity; and appears both truly ſublime, and perfectly juſt. 

May I be pardoned the digreſſion, and acquitted from preſumpticn; 
if, on this occaſion, I take leaye to animadvert upon, what ſeems 
harſh and unnaturab, in the common expoſition of the laſt verſe of 
this pſalm? All the commentators (as many, at leaſt, as I have con- 
ſulted) inform their readers; That to drink of the brook in the way 
Ggnifies te underga ſufferings and death, Which, in my. opinion, 18 

à can: 
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verlaſting Father! By the preaching of thy word, ſhall 
uch an innumerable race of regenerate children be born 


nto thee ; and prove an ornament and a bleſſing to all 
7 ages. 


5 conſtruction extremely forced, and hardly ſupportable; altogether 
„ mote from the import of ſuch poetical forms of diction, cuſtomary 
4 mong the Eaſtern nations. In thoſe ſultry climes, nothing could 
* more welcome to the traveller, than a brook ſtreaming near his 
+ echs. To quench his thirſt, and lave his feet, in the cooling cur- 


nt, was one of the greateſt refreſhments imaginable, and re-animated 
im to purſue his journey. For which reaſon, among others, brooks 
a very favourite image with the inſpired penmen; uſed to denote 
ſituation fertile and delightful, or a ſtate of plcaſure and ſatizfact ion; 
ut never, that I can recolleR, to picture out the contrary condi- 
jon of tribulation and diftreſs. | | 
The water floods, indeed, in the ſacred writings, often repreſent 
me imminent danger, or grievous affliction. But then they are not 
chelim bedrech{treams ſo calm, that they keep within their banks, 
{ glide quietly by the traveller's footſteps; ſo clear, that they are 
It for the wayfaring man's uſe, and invite his lips to a draught; both 
hich notions are plainly implied in the text.— They are rather 
Mhebri=—boifterous billows; burſting over Fu ſhip, or daſhing _ 
lves, with dreadful impet uaſit 5 U : Or— Sheb — 
weeping inundations; which Cn way them, ahd drown 
e neighbouriog country.—Beſides, in theſe inftances of horror, wa 
ver find the word=—[/tete—He Hall drink; which conveys a pleafing 
lea (unleſs when it relates to a cup, filled with bitter, exe rr 
r impoiſoned liquors ; a caſe quite different from that under - 
eration) but either—Bor—which imports terror and aflonifement, or 
ſe— Hiethep and jeber— which fignify to ru ufor; to overwhelm; 
nd even to bury under the waves. ASSET 
Upon the N May not the paſſage more properly allude to the 
fences of the Holy Ghoſt ? which were communicated, in unmea- 
role degrees, to our great High-Prieſt; and were, in fact, the 
wſz of his ſurmounting all difficulties.— Theſe are frequently repre- 
ted by <vaters; *© Whoſo believeth on Me, out of his belly ſhall 
* flow rivers of /iving waters.”—T he enjoy ment of them is deſcribed 
y drinking 3 ( He that drinketh of the water that I ſhall give him, 
* {hall never thirſt.” —Then, the ſenſe may, run in this well con- 
tted and perſpicuous manner. Is it aſked? How ſhall the Re- 
emer be able to execute the various and important offices foretold in 
preceding parts of the pſalm? The prophet replies, He fall drink 
lie brook in the way, He ſhall not be left barely to his human na- 
ne, which muſt unavoidably fink under the tremendous. work of 
vrering a loſt world, But, through the whole courſe of his incar- 
ite ſtate, through the whole adminiſtration of his mediatorial king- 
Im, ſhall be ſupported with omnipotent ſuccours. He ſhall drink 
he brook of Almighty Power, and travel on in the greatneſs of an 


\ 
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ages. Millions, millions of willing converts, from evey 
nation under heaven, ſhall croud into thy family, ant 
repleniſh thy church. Till they become like the ſtar 
of · the ſky, or the ſands of the ſea for multitude; 
even as numberle/s as theſe fine /pangles, which now co. 
ver the face of nature.—Behold then, ye obſtinatel 
wicked, though you ** are not gathered, yet will the 8. 
5 yiour be glorious.“ His deſign ſhall not miſcarry, not 
his labour prove abortive, though you render it of note 
effect, with regard to yourſelves. Think not, that Iu. 
Manutr will want believers, or heaven inhabitantz, 
becauſe en continue incorrigible. No; the Lamb tha 
was ſlain, will “ ſee of the travail of his ſoul, and be ſi- 
« tisfied ;”” in a never-failing ſeries of faithful people 
below, and an immenſe choir of glorified ſaints abo. 
Who ſhall form his retinue, and ſurround his . 
in ſhining and triumphant armies, ſuch as no man c. 
number. 


| | Here, I was reminded of the various expedients whid 
| providence unſearchably wiſe, uſes, to fruczify both the 
| | material and intellectual world.— Sometimes, you ſhal 
have impetuous and heavy ſbowers, burſting from the au. 
gry clouds. They laſh the plains, and make the river 
foam. A ſtorm brings them, and a deluge follows them, 
At other times, theſe gentle dews are formed, in the 
ſerene evening air. They ſteal down by flow degree 
and with inſenſible ſtilneſs. So ſubtle, that they deceirs 
the niceſt eye: ſo filent, that they eſcape the moſt del 
. cate ear: and when fallen, ſo very light, that they nei 
ther bruiſe the tendereſt, nor oppreſs the weakeſt floy 
| er. Very different operations ! Vet each concurs in th 
ſame beneficial end, and both impart fertility to the ly 
of nature. 


uncreated ſtrengtf.—Therefore ſhall he lift up his head. By this n 
ſhall he be equal to the prodigious talk, and ſuperior to all oppoſiti 
By this means, ſhall he be thoroughly "ſucceſstul, in whatever be u 
deitakes ; and greatly triumphant, over all his enemies. 


* 
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go, ſome perſons have I known, reclaimed from the 
nfruitful works of darkneſs, by violent and ſevere means. 
he Almighty addreſſed their ſtubborn hearts, as he ad- 
ireſſed the {/raelites at Sinai, with lightning in his eyes, 
ind thunder in his voice. The conſcience, ſmit with a 
ſenſe of guilt, and apprehenſive of eternal vengeance, 
rembled through all her powers ; juſt as that ſtrong 
mountain tottered to it's centre. Pangs of.remorſe, and 
agonies of fear, preceded their new birth. They were 
reduced to the laſt extremities, almaſt overwhelmed with 
deſpair, before they found reſt in Is us CARIST.— 
Others have been recovered from a vain converſation, 
by methods more mild and attractive. The Father of 
ſpirits applied himſelf to their teachable minds, in “ a 
« ſtill and ſmall voice.“ His grace came down, as the 
rain into a fleece of wool; or as theſe ſoftening drops, 
rhich now water the earth. The kingdom of Gop 
ook place in their fouls, without noiſe or obſervation. 
iT hey paſſed from death unto life, from a carnal to a re- 
generate ſtate, by almoſt imperceptible advances. The 
ranſition reſembled the growth of corn : was very vi- 
ible, when effected; though ſcarce ſenſible, while ac- 
ompliſning.— O thou author and finiſher of our faith, 
recal us from our wanderings, and re-unite us to thy- 
elf! Whether thou alarm us with thy terrors, or allure 
with thy ſmiles : whether thou drive us with the 
ſeourge of conviction, or draw us with the cords of love: 
t us, in any-wiſe, return to thee. ins Wi our 
iclWupreme good; thou art our only happineſs. 

Before I proceed farther, let me aſcend the terrace, 
nd take one ſurvey of the neighbouring country.—Whag 
 proſpe&t ruſhes upon my ſight ! How vaſt ; how va- 
ous 3 how. “' full and plenteous with all manner of 
' ſtore l Nature's whole wealth! What a rich and in- 
rhauſtible magazine is here : furniſhing ſubſiſtence for 
ery creature ! Methinks, I read, in theſe ſpacious vo- 
umes, a moſt lively comment, upon that-noble celebra- 
tion 
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tion of the divine beneficence ; He openeth his hal 
and filleth all things living with —— 


Theſe are thy glorious works, Parent of Good, 
Almighty ! Thine this univerſal frame, 
Thus wond'rous fair! Thyſelf how wond'rous then! 


Mirr, 


The fields are covered "ry and ſtand thick, with 
corn, They expand the milky grain to the ſun ; whik 
the gales, now inclining, now raiſing each flexile ſten, 
open all their ranks to the agency of his beams. Which 
will ſoon impart a firm conſiſtence to the grain, andy 
gloſſy golden hue to the ear. That they may be qua 
lified, to fill the barns of the huſbandman with plenty, 
and his heart with gladneſs. 


Yonder lie the meadows, ſmoothed into a perfect le. 
vel; decorated with an embroidery of the gayeſt flowers; 
and loaded with * ſpontaneous crops of herbage. Which, 
converted into hay, will prove a moſt commodious pro- 
viſion for the barrenneſs of winter ; will ſupply with 
fodder our ſerviceable animals, when all the verdure 
of the plain is killed by froſts, or buried in ſnows,—4 
winding ffream, glides along the flowery margin; and 
receives the image of the bending ſkies, and waters the 
roots of many a branching willow. Tis ſtocked, nd 
doubt, with variety of %; which afford a ſolitary d- 
verſion to the angler, and nouriſh for his table a delici- 
ous treat. Nor is it the only merit of this liquid ele. 
ment, to maintain the finny nations; it alſo carr 
cleanlineſs, and diſpenſes fruitfulne/s, where-ever it rol 
the cryſtal current. 


The paſtures, with their verdant mounds, chequer the 
proſpect; and prepare a ſtanding repaſt for our cattle 
There, ** our oxen are made ſtrong to labour; and out 
. * bring forth thouſands and ten thouſands.” 

Th 
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There, the horſe acquires vigour, for the diſpatch of our 
buſineſs ; and ſpeed, to expedite our journeys. From 
thence, the Kine bring home their udders, diſtended with 
one of the richeſt and healthieſt liquors in the world. 
On ſeveral ſpots, a greve of trees, like ſome grand 
colonnade, ereQs it's tow'ring head. Every one projects 
a friendly ſhade, for the beaſts ; and creates an hoſpitable 
Wl dging, for the birds. Every one ſtands ready, to fur- 
niſh /imber for a palace; mafts for a navy; or, with a 
more condeſcending courteſy, fael for our hearths.— 
One of them ſeems ſkirted with a wild uncultivated 
heath; which, like well diſpoſed ſhades in painting, 
throws an additional luſtre on the more ornamented parts 
of the landſcape. Nor is it's uſefulneſs, like that of 'a 
foil, relative only, but real. There, ſeveral valuable 
creatures are produced, and accommodated ; without 
any expence, or care of ours. There, likewiſe, ſpring 
abundance of thoſe herbs, which aſſwage the ſinart of 


> wounds, and allay the fiery tumults of the. fever. 
Wl Which impart floridity to our circulating fluids ; add a 


more vigorous tone to our active ſolids ; and, thereby, 
repair the decays of our enfeebled conſtitutions. 


Nearer the houſes, we perceive-an ample ſpread of 
branches ; not ſo ſtately as the oaks, but more amiable” 
for their annual ſervices. A little while ago, I beheld 
them; and all was one beauteous, boundleſs waſte of 
bleſoms, The eye marvelled, at the lovely ſight ; and 
the heart rejoiced, in the proſpect of autumnal plenty. 
But now, the blooming maid is reſigned, for the uſeful 
matron, The flower is fallen, and the fruit ſwells out 
on every twig.— Breathe ſoft, ye winds! O, ſpare the 
tender fraitage, ye ſurly blaſts ! Let the pear-rree ſuckle 
der juicy progeny ; till they drop into our hands, and 
liffolve in our mouths. Let the p/umb hang unmoleſted 
pon her boughs ; till ſhe fatten her delicious fleſh, and 
loud her poliſhed ſkin with blue. And as for the ap. 
la, that ſtaple commodity of our orchards, let no inju- 

1 rios 
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rious ſhocks precipitate them immaturely to the groynd, 
till revolving ſuns, have. tinged them: with a rudd 
complexion, and concocted them into an exquiſite ff. 
vour. Then, what copious hoards, of what burniſhe 
rinds, and what delightful reliſhes, will repleniſh the 
ſtore- room! Some, to preſent us with an early enter. 
tainment, and refreſh our palates amidſt the ſultry heat 
Some, to borrow ripeneſs from the falling ſnows, and 
earry autumn into the depths of winter. Some, to x 
dorn the falver, make a part of the deſſert, and give a 
agreeable * cloſe to our feaſts. Others, to fill our va 
with a foaming flood ; which, mellowed by age, my 
Sparkle in the glaſs, with a livelineſs and delicacy, litt 
Inferior to the blood of the grape. 


J obſerve ſeveral ſmall iacleſures, which ſeem to he 
apprehenſive of ſome hoſtile yiſit from the north ; and, 
therefore, are defended, on that quarter, by a thick 
wood, or a lofty wall. At the ſame time, they culti 
vate an uninterrupted correſpondence with the ſouth; 
and throw open their whole dimenſions, to it's friend- 
ly warmth. One, in particular, lies within the reaci 
of a diſtinguiſhing view; and proves to be a 4c 
. garden. It looks, methinks, like a plain and frugal ' 
republic. Whatever may reſemble the pomp of court, 
or the enſigns of royalty, is baniſhed from this hum 
community. None of the productions of the olitorll : 
affect finery ; but all are habited with the very perfect 
of decency. Here, thoſe celebrated qualities are em. 

| 


nently united, the utmoſt ſimplicity with the exadtk 
neatneſs +.,—A ſkilful hand has parcelled out the whole 
ground, into narrow beds, and intervening alleys. Ti 
ſame diſcreet management has aſſigned to each verdan 
family, a peculiar and diſtin abode. $0 that there 


no confuſion, amidſt the greateſt multiplicity ; becaul 
P : ever) 


* 


2 Ab YO _. 
Ujque ad mala Hor. 
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every individual knows it's proper home, and all the 
tribes are ranged with perfect regularity.—If it be 
pleaſing to behold their orderly ſituation, and their - 
modeſt beauties.; how much more delightful, to conſider 
the advantages, they yield! What a fund of choice ac- 
ummedations is here! What a ſource of wholeſome dain- 
ties! And all, for the enjoyment of man. Why does. 
the parſley, with her frizzled locks, ſhag; the border; or 
why the celery, with her whitening arms, perforate the 
mold ; but to render his ſoops ſavoury ? The aſparagus 
ſhoots it's tapering ſtems, to offer him the firſt-fruits of 
the ſeaſon ; and the artichoke ſpreads it's turgid top, to 
give him a treat of vegetable marrow. The tendrils of 
the ® cucumber creep into the ſun ; and, though baſking 
in it's hotteſt rays, they ſecrete for their maſter, and 
barrel up for his uſe, the moſt cooling juices of the. 
ſoil, The bean, ſtand firm, like files of embattled. 
troops; the peas reſt upon their props, like ſg many 
companies of invalids ; while both repleniſh their pods 
vith the fatneſs of the earth, on purpoſe to pour it on 
their owner's table. —Not one ſpecies, among all this 
variety of herbs, is a cumberer of the ground. Not a 
ſingle plant, but is good for food, or ſome way ſalutary. 
With ſo beneficent an œconompy, are the ſeveral periods 
of their miniſtration ſettled ; that no portion of the 
year is left deſtitute of nouriſhing eſculents. What is 
ſtill more obliging, every portion of the year affords 
fuch eſculents, as are beſt ſuited to the temperature of 
the air, and the ſtate of our bodies. Why then ſhould 
the 70 Sor of ſo valuable a ſpot, envy the — 
| I 2 | 1 


* Virgil oh great concileneſs, and equal propriety, deſcribes 


cuCumb cr 


—Tortuſque fer herbam 
Creſceret in ventrem CuCumit—— Georg. IV. 
Miten has (if we admit Dr. Bentley's alteration, which is, I 
think, in his place, unqueſtionably juſt) al moſt 3 che Latin 
poet, j 
— — Forth crept 
The fcoelling gourd Per. Lf, B. VII. L 320. 
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of kings“? Since he may daily walk amidſt rows of 
peaceable and obſequious, though mute ſubjects. Eve. 
ry one of which tenders him ſome agreeable preſent, 
and pays him a willing tribute. Such as is moſt hay. 
pily adapted, both to ſupply his wants, and to regale 
his taſte : to furniſh him, at once, with plenty and with 
pleaſure. 


At a diſtance, one deſcries the mighty hills, They 
heave their huge ridges among the clouds; and look 
hke the barriers of kingdoms; or the boundaries of na- 
ture. Bare and deformed as their ſurface may appear; 
their bowels are fraught with inward treaſures ! Trea- 
ſares, lodged faſt in the guarries, or ſunk deep in the 
mines. From thence, induſtry may draw her imple. 
ments, to plow the ſoil ; to reap the grain ; and procure 
every neceſſary convenience. From thence, art may 
fetch her materials, to rear the dome ; to fwell the or- 
gan; and form the nobleſt ornaments of politer life. 


On another ſide, the great deep terminates the view, 
There go the ſhips : there is that leviathan : And there, 
in that world of waters, an inconceivable number of 
animals have their habiration.—This is the capacious 
 ciftern of the univerſe ;/ which admits, as into a recep- 
facle ; and diſtributes, as from a reſervoir ; whatever 
waters the whole globe. There's not a fountain, that 
guſhes in the unfrequented deſart; nor a rivulet, that 
flows in the remoteſt continent ; nor a cloud, that ſwims 
in the higheſt regions of the firmament ; but is fed by 
this all-repleniſhing ſource. —The ocean is the grand 
vehicle of trade, and the uniter of diſtant nations. To 
us it is peculiarly kind, not only as it wafts into our 
ports, the harveſt of every climate; and m— 


* Hic rarum tamen in dumis olus, albague circum 
Lilia, verbenaſgue premens, weſcumgne fafaver, 
Regum æquabat opes animis: ſerague revertens 
Nee domum, dapibus menſas onerabat inemptis. 


Vi&s. Georg. IV 0 
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and the centre of traffic; but alſo as it ſecures us 
from foreign invaſions, by a ſort of impregnable en- 
trenchment “. | : 
Methinks, the view of this profuſe munificence in- 
ſpires a ſecret delight, and kindles a difinterefled good-will.. 
— While the little hills clap their hands,“ and the 
luxuriant ** vallies laugh and ſing ;** who-can forbear 
catching the general joy? Who is not touched, with: 
lively ſenſations. of pleaſure ?—While the everlaſting. 
Father, is ſcattering bleſſings through his whole family, 
and crowning the year with his goodneſs ; who does 
not feel his breaſt overflowing, with a diffuſive bene- 
volence ?—My heart, ] muſt confeſs, beats high with 
fatisfation ; and breathes. out congratu/atory wiſhes, upon 
all the tenants of theſe rural abodes : peace be within 


« your walls, as well. as plenteoufneſs around your 
« dwellings.” Live, ye highly favoured ; live ſenſible * 


of your benefits,. and thankful to your benefaQor.. 
Look round upon theſe prodigiouſly large incomes of 
the fruitful ſoil, and call them (for you-have free leave) 
all your. own.—Only let me remind you of one-very 
important truth, Let me ſuggeſt, and may you never: 


forget ;. that your are ed/iged to CHAIS Jesus, for e- 


very one: of theſe accommodations, which ſpring from 
the. teeming earth, and the ſmiling ſkies, 7 


I 3 | 1. CuyrIsT” 
* JVhoſe rampart was the ſea. Nahum iii. 8. 
I hope, this little excurſion into the country, will not be looked 


upon as a departure from my ſubject. Becauſe, a rural view, though. - 


no eſſential part of a garden, is yet a deſirable appendage, and ne- 


Cellary to complete it's beauty. As uſefulneſs is the moſt valuable 


property, which can attend any production; is is the circumſtance, 
chiefly touched. upon in the ſurvey of the landſcape. Though every: 
piece of this extenſive and .diverbfied ſcene,. is caſt in the moſt ele- 
gant mould; yet nothing is calculated merely for ſhew and parade. 
You ſee nothing formed in the taſte of the oſtentatious obeliſk, or in- 
benificant pomp of the pyramid. No ſuch idle expences were ad- 
mitted into that conſummate plan, which regulated the ſtructure of 
the univerſe. All the decorations of nature are no leſs advantageous, 
than :rnamental ; ſuch as ſpeak, the MAKER infigutely — 
vel as incomparably magnificent, , a 


* 
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1. CynisT* made them, when they were not. —Hs 
fetched them up from utter darkneſs ; and gave them 
both their being and their beauty. He created the ma. 
terials, of which they are compoſed ; and moulded them 
into this endleſs multiplicity, of amiable forms, ' and 
uſeful ſubſtances. He arrayed the heavens, with a vel. 
ture of the mildeſt blue; and cloathed the earth, in x 
tivery of the gayeſt green. His pencil ſtreaked, and his 
breath perfumed, whatever is beautiful or fragrant i 
the univerſe. His ſtrength ſet faſt the mountains; his 
goodneſs garniſhed the vales ; and the ſame touch which 
healed the /eper, wrought the whole viſible em into 
this complete perfection. 

2. ChrisT recovered them, when they were forfeit. 
ed,—By Adam's fin, we loſt our right to the comfort 
of life, and fruits of the ground. His diſobedience 
was the moſt impious and horrid reaſon, againſt the 
Kix G of Kings. Conſequently, his whole patrimony 
became confiſcated : as well the portion of temporal good 
things, ſettled upon the human race during their mino- 


rity ; 
When I aſcribe the work of creation to the Son, I would by n 
means be ſuppoſed, to withhold the ſame honour, from the Eterml 
FATHER, and Lver-bleſſed Sy1x1T. The acts of thoſe inconceivadly 
glorious perſons are, like their eſſence, undivided and one. But! 
chooſe to ſtate the point in this manner, becauſe this is the manifet 
doctrine of the New I eſtament; is the expreſs belief of our church; 
and a moſt noble peculiarity of the goſpel revelation. I chooſe it allo, 
* becauſe I would take every opportunity of inculcating, and cele- 
brating, the Divinity of the RxvzEMBR, A truth, which impart 
an _unutterable dignity to Chriſtianity : a truth, which lays an im- 
moveable foundation, for all the comfortable hopes of a Chriſtian: 1 
truth, which will render the myſtery of our redemption, the wonder 
and delight of eternity: and with this truth, every one will obſene, 
my aſſertion is inſeparably connected. | 
If any one queſtions, whether this be the doctrine of our church 
Jet the creed, which we repeat in our moſt ſolemn devotions, d&tt- 
mine his doubt: I believe,” ſays that form of ſound words, 
& one Lon p Iss CnpisT, very God of very Gop, by whom © 
« things were made.” — If it be tarther inquired, from whence Ut 
Nicens Fathers derives this article of their faith? I anſwer, from da 
writings of the beloved Diſciple, who lay on the Saviour's bolonj 
and of that great Apoſtle, who had been caught up inte the 
heaven. Jain i. 3. Col. i. 16. 
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rity ; as that everlaſting heritage reſerved for their en- 
joyment, when they ſhould come to full age. But the 
« ſecd of the woman,“ inſtantly interpoſing, took off 
the attainder, and redeemed the alienated inheritance. 
The firit Adam being diſinherited, the ſecond Adam 
was appointed. heir of all things, viſible as well as invi- 
ſible. And we hold our poſſeſſion of the former; we 
expect an inſtatement in the latter; purely by virtue 
of our alliance to him, and our union with him. 


f z. CMA upholds them, which would otherwiſe 
b WH tumble into ruin.— By him, ſays the oracle of inſpira- 
0 WY tion, a/! things confi/t+. His finger rolls the ſeaſons 
round, and preſides over all the celeſtial revolutions. 
His finger winds up the wheels, and impels every ſpring, 
of vegetative nature. In a word, the whole weight 
of the creation, reſts upon his mighty arm ; and re- 
ceives the whole harmony of it's mation, from his un- 


erring 


* Heb. i. 2.-In this ſenſe at leaſt, Cux Is T is the Savicur of all 
mer, The former and latter rain; the precious fruits of the earth; 
food to eat, and raiment to put on all theſe he purchaſed, even for 
his irreclaimable enemies. They eat of his bread, wno lift up their 
heel agiinft Him. 

We learn from hence, in what a peculiar and endearing light, the 
Chriſtian is to contemplate the things that are ſeen. Heathens might 
diſcover an eternal Power, and infinite Wiſdom, in the ſtructure of 
the univerſe ; Heathens might acknowledge a moſt ſtupendous libe- 
rity, in the unreſerved grant of the whole fabric, irh all it's fur- 
niture, to the ſervice of man. But the Chriſtian ſhould ever keep 
in mind his forfeiture of them, and the price paid to redeem them. 
He ſhould receive the gifts of indulgent Providence, as the Iſraelites 
received their law, from the hand of a Mediatar. Or rather, to him 
they ſaould come, not only iſſuing from rhe ftores of an unbounded 
bounty, but ſwimming (as it were) in that crimſan tide, which 
ſtreamed from IMmMANvEL's veins. | ; 

+ Cl. i. 17.—I beg leave to ſubjoin St. CAryſoſtom's pertinent and 
beautiful note, upon the paſſage ; by which it will appear, that the 
ſentiment of theſe ſections, is not merely a private opinion, but the 
wowed belief of the primitive Church. Telerw, lays the eloquent 
Father, eig adler ra. » r uαοονν & joroy αᷣ - aylc 
Po ru un o- eg To eat Wapnſaſt, a xa wi ale 
aße 101" end iv m FROM. Th; GUIs wgooag, a XA 
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erring eye.— This habitable globe, with all it's rich 
appendages, and fine machinery, could no more conti. 
nue, than they could create themſelves. Start they 
would into inſtant confufion ; or drop into their primi. 
tive nothing; did not his power ſupport, and his wil. 
dom regulate them, every moment. In conformity ta 
his will; they ſubſiſt ſtedfaſt and invariable in their or. 
ders; and wait only for his ſovereign nod, to“ fall a, 
way like water, that runneth apace.” 


4. CrrnsT®* adtuates them, which would otherwiſe 
be lifeleſs and inſignificant. Penſioners they are, con- 
ſtant penſioners, on his bounty; and borrow their al 
from his fulneſs. He only has life; and whatever ope- 
rates, operates by an emanation from his all-ſufficiency, 
Does the grape refreſh you, with it's enlivening juices} 
It is by a warrant received, and virtue derived, from 
the Redeemer. Does bread ſtrengthen your heart, and 
prove the ſtaff of your life ? Remember, that it is by 
the Saviour's appointment, and through the efficacy of 
his operation, You are charmed with hi melody, 
when the time of the ſinging of birds is come, and 
«« the voice of the nightingale is heard in your land.“ 
You taſte his goodneſs in the luſcious fig, the melting 
peach, and the muſky flavour of the apricot. You 
ſmell his ſweetneſs in the opening. 2 and 
every odoriferous ſhrub, 


Could theſe creatures ſpeak for themſelves, they 
would, doubtleſs, diſclaim all ſufficiency. of their own, 
and aſcribe the whole honour. to their Maker.—“ We 
« are ſervants,” would they ſay, of Him, who died 
« for you. Cifterns ouly, dry. ciſterns.in ourſelves, we 
© tranſmit 

* John v. 17. My Father worketh hitherto, and I werd; dl 
exert that unremitting and unwearied energy, which is the life of the 
creation. Thus the words are — by a maſterly expolito 
| who has illuſtrated the life of our bleſſed Lox p, in the moſt clegt 
taſte of criticiſms with the moſt amiable ſpirit of devotion ; 2 


without any mixture of the malignant leaven, or low N 
of a party. See the Family Expoſitor, Vol. I. Sect. 47. 
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« any ability of our own, we furniſh you, with aſſiſt- 
« ance, or adminiſter to your comfort. *Tis the di- 
vine energy, the divine energy alone, that works in 
© us, and does you good. We ſerve you, O ye ſons of 
men, that you may love him, who placed us in theſe 
« ſtations. O! love the Lon p, therefore, all ye who 
are ſupported by our miniſtry; or elſe we ſhall 
* groan *, with indignation and regret, at your abuſe 
« of our ſervices.-Uſe us, and welcome; for we are 
yours, if ye are CyR18T's, Crop our choiceſt beau- 
ties; rifle all our treaſures ; accommodate yourſelves 
* with our moſt valuable qualities: only let us be in- 
© centives to your gratitude, and motives to your obe- 
dience.“ 


und the inferior creation; 'tis time to deſcend from 
his eminence, and confine my attention to the beautifal 
ot below Here nature, always pleaſing, every-where 
pvely, appears with peculiar attractions. Yonder, ſhe 
ems dreſſed in her diſhabille ; grand, but irregular. 
lere, ſhe calls in her hand-maid art; and ſhines in all 
e delicate ornaments, which the niceſt cultivation is 
dle to convey. The, are her common apartments, 
here ſhe lodges her ordinary gueſts ; this, is her cabi- 
et of curioſities, where ſhe entertains her intimate ac- 
uaintance.— My eye ſhall often expatiatez over thoſe 


ſh through the thicket, or traverſe the lawn, or 
role along the foreſt glade: but to this delightful re- 
at, ſhall be my chief refort. Thither, will I mate 
cant; but here, will 1 dave/!. 


lf, from my low procedure, I may form an alluſion 


c0fy the moſt exalted practices; I would obſerve, upon 
"WF" occaſion ; that the celebrated Era/mus, and our ju- 
| 1 dicious - 


* Rom. viii. 22. 


« tranſmit to mortals no more, than the uncreated _ 
Fountain transfuſes into us. Think not, that, from 


Having ſurveyed the ſpacious ſky 8 and ſent a glance 


enes of univerſal fertility : my feet ſhall ſometimes 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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dicious Locke, having trod the circle of the ſciencies, and 
ranged through the whole extent of human literature, at 
length betook themſelves ſolely to the 4ib/e. Leaving 
the ſages of antiquity, they ſat inceſſantly at the feet of 
Jesus. Wiſely they withdrew, from that immen( 
multiplicity of learning; from thoſe endleſs tracts d 
amuſing erudition ; where, noxious weeds are mixe , 
with wholſome herbs ; where, is generally a much larg. . 
er growth of prickly ſhrubs, than of fruitful boughs, . 
They ſpent their moſt mature hours, in thoſe hallove , 
gardens, which Gop's own wiſdom planted ; which r 
Gop's own Spirit watereth ; and in which Gop's om 9 
Son is continually walking. Where, he meeteth tha 
that ſeek him; and revealeth to them the glories of his; 
perſon, and the riches of his goodneſs. a 
Thus would I finiſh the remainder of my dun 
Having juſt taſted (what they call) the politer ſtudies; 
I would-now devote my whole application to the lively 
oracles. From other purſuits, I might glean, perhaps, 
a few ſcattered fragments of low, of lean, of unſati 
factory inſtruction. From this, I truſt to. reap a har 
veſt of the ſublimeſt truths ; the nobleſt improvements; 
and the pureſt joys *—Waft me then, O! waft ny 
mind to Sien's conſecrated bowers- Let my though 
perpetually rove, through the awfully-pleaſing w 
of inſpiration. Here, grow thoſe heaven-born plant 
the trees of /;fe and knowledge 5 whoſe ambroſial fruit 
we now may take, and eat, and live for ever.“ He 
flow thoſe precious ſtreams of grace and righteou/u/! 
whoſe living waters ©* whoſoever drinks, ſhall thirſt 
„% more.” And, what can the fables of Grecian ſony 
or the fineſt pages of Roman eloquence—what can th 
exhibit, in any degree comparable to theſe match 
prerogatives of revelation ?—'Therefore, though | (hou 


not diſlike to pay a vi/it now-and-then to ny 
nafh 
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 ® Quequid dxetur, veritas; quicquid frecipitur, bouitas; 7 45 
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maſters, I would Jive with the prophets and apoſtles. 
With thoſe, I would carry on ſome occaſional corre- 


inſeparable fre * my delight, and my coun- 
ſeltors,*? 


What /eveets are theſe, which ſo agreeably ſalute wy 
noſtrils? They are the breath of the flowers ; the in- 
cenſe of the garden: How liberally does the jeſſamine 
diſpenſe her odoriferous riches ? How deliciouſly has the 
woodbine embalmed this morning walk ? The air is all 
perfume.—And is not this, another moſt engaging ar- 
gument, to forſake the bed of e? Who would lie diſ- 
ſolved in ſenſcleſs ſlumbers; while ſo many breathin 
ſweets, invite him to a feaſt of fragrancy ? Eſpecially 
conſidering, that the advancing day will exhale the vo- 
Iatile dainties. A fugitive treat they are, prepared only 
for the wakeful and induſtrious. Whereas, when the 
ſuggard lifts his heavy eyes, the flowers will droop ; 
their fine ſcents be diſſipated ; ; and, inſtead of this re- 
freſhing humidity, the air will become a kind of liquid 
fre. 


With this very motive, heightened by a repreſenta- 
tion of the moſt charming pieces of morning ſcenery, 
the parent of mankind awakes his lovely conſort. There 


is ſuch a delicacy in the choice, and ſo much life in the 


deſcription of theſe rural images; that I cannot excuſe 
myſelf, without repeating the whole paſſage. —Whiſper 
it, ſome friendly genius, in the ear of every one, who is 
now ſunk in en * 0 to þ all theſe. refined gratifi- 


cations ! 


Awake : the morning ſhines, and the freſh field 

Calls you : ye loſe the prime, to mark how ſpring 

The tended plants, how, blows the citron grove ; 

What * the W and what the balmy reed; 
How 


* 


ſpondence: but theſe ſhould be my boſom- friends; ; my 


. 
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- - How nature paints her colours ; how the bee 
Sits on the bloom, extracting liquid ſweets “. 


How delightful is this fragrance ! It is diſtributed i 
the niceſt proportion ; neither ſo ſtrong, as to oppreſs the 
organs; nor ſo faint, as to elude them. We are fon 
cloyed at a ſumptuous banquet ; but this pleaſure new 
loſes it's poignancy, never palls the appetite. —Herg, 
luxury itſelf is innocent ; or rather, in this caſe, indul. 
gence is incapable of exceſs. —This balmy entertain. 
ment, not only regales the ſenſe, but + chears the very 
and, inſtead of clogging; elates it's powers. It puts m 
in mind of that ever memorable ſacrifice, which ws 
once made in behalf of offending mortals. I mean the 
facrifice of the bleſed Ixs us; when he offered up himſelf 
to Go, ** for a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour.” Such th 
Holy Spirit ſtiles that wonderful oblation : as if u 
image, in the whole ſenſible creation, was ſo proper i 
give us an idea of the in:fable /atisfation ; which the 
Father of mercies conceived, from that unparalleled z 
tonement ; as the pleaſing /en/ations, which ſuch rich per 
fumes are capable of raiſing. *©* Thouſands of rams, 
*« and ten thouſands of rivers of oil, from an apoſtate 
world; the moſt ſubmiſhve acknowledgments, added u 
the moſt coſtly offerings, from men of defiled hands, and 
unclean lips; what could they have effected? A prophet 
repreſents the high and lofty One, that inhabitet 
«« eternity,“ turning himſelf away from ſuch filthy rag; 
turning himſelf away, with a diſdainful abhorrencet,s 
from the noiſome ſteams of adunghill.—But in Cx 8157 
immaculate holineſs; in Car1sT's conſummate obe- 
dience; in CarisT's moſt precious blood-ſhedding; 
with what unimaginable complacency, does juſtice rel 
ſatisfied, and vengeance acquieſce All thy work, 0 
thou Surety-for ruined ſinners ! all thy /uferings, O 15 

Navet- 


* MIT r. Par. Loſt, B. V. I. 20. 
+ Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart. Prov. xxvii. 9. 
1 Amos v. 21, 22. 
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faughtered Lamb of Gop ! as well as all thy garmenzs, 
O thou bridegroom of thy church! nell of myrrb, a- 
les, and caſſia®* ! They are infinitely more grateful to 
the eternal Godhead, than the choiceſt exhalations of 
the garden, than all the odours of the ſpicy Eaſt, can 
be to the human noſtrils. 


As the altar of old ſanQified the gift; ſo this is the 
WE great propitiation, which recommends the obnoxious 
"WT perſons, and unprofitable ſervices of the believing world. 
In this, may my ſoul be intereſted ! By zhis, may it be 
WE reconciled to the Father !—There is ſuch a leprous de- 
pravity cleaving to my nature, as pollutes whatever I 1 
perform. My. moſt profound adorations, and ſincereſt 
acts of religion, muſt not preſume to challenge a reward, 
but hambly implore forgiveneſs f. Renouncing, there- 
eB fore, myſelf in every inſtance of duty; diſclaiming all 
v8 ſhadow of confidence t in any deeds of my own; may 
u I now, and evermore, be accepted through the beloved /! 


What colours, what charming colours, are here! 
BY theſe, ſo nobly bold; and thoſe, ſo delicately languid. 
"I What a glow is enkindled in ſome ! what a gloſs ſhines 
1 | | K upon 
te | 

fo * Pſal. xlv. $. 


nd + A writer of diſtinguiſhed ſuperiority, A addreſſes the great Oh. 
ſerver of Actions, and Searcher of Hearts; and vindicates ny ſenti- 
ai ments, while he ſo juſtly and beautifully utters his own: 


Look down, great Gop, with pity's ſofteſt eye, 


4 On a poor breathing particle in duſt. 

1 His crimes forgive; forgive his virtues too, 

L Thoſe jmaller faults, half converts to the right. 

T5 Night-Thoughts, No. IX. 


de. Sec page 44 and 45, in the ſecond edition of a moſt candid and evax. 

7 yelical little treatiſe, called CHRISTIANITY the Great ORNA. 

of MENT of Human Life.-** If Chriſtians happily avoid the danger- 
* 215 extreme, and too often fatal rock, of a dead fruitleſs faith on 

ONS © the one hand, he [i. e. Satan] will endeavour, by all kind of plau- 

100 * fible infinuations, to ſplit them on the oppoſite, viz. ſpiritual pride, 

rn * oſtentation, and dependence on their works, as if THESE were the 
* meritoriaus or procuring cauſe of all true peace, hope, conſolation, 
* and divine acceptance. Now this ſelf--elependence may be ranked 
among the m dangerous of the infernal politics, becauſe the fatal 
* poiſon lies deep, and too often undiſcerned.” mY 
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upon others I In one, methinks, I ſee the ruby with ber 
bleeding radiance ; in another, the ſapptüre wirn her 
ſxy- tinctured blue; in all, ſuch an exquiſite Tichnef of 
dyes, as no other ſet of paintings in the univerſe tat 
boaſt v. With what a maſterly ill, is every one of the 
varying tints di/po/ed! Here, they feem to be thtown on 
with an 'eafy dath, of ſecurity and freedom ; there, they 
are adjuſted by the niceſt touches, of art and-Accuracy, 
Thoſe which form the ground, are always ſo ju 
choſen, as to heighten the luſtre of the ſuperadded fi- 
gures; while the verdure of the impalement, or the 
| ſhadings of the foliage impart new livelineſs to the whole. 
Indeed; whether they are blended, or arranged; fof: 
tened, or contraſted ; they are manifeſtly under the con- 
duct of a taſte, that never miſtakes ; a felicity, that ne-. 
ver falls ſhort of; the very perfection of elegance. Fine, 
inimitably fine, is the texture of the web; on which 
theſe ſhining treaſures are diſplayed. What are the 
labours of the Perfian looms, or the boaſted commodi- 
ties of Brafſels, compared with theſe curious manufac- 
tures of nature? Compared with tHeſe, the moſt ad- 
mired chintſes loſe their reputation; even ſuperfine cam- 
bricks, appear coarſe as canvaſs in their preſence. 


What a chearing argument does our Saviour derive 
from hence, to ſtrengthen our affance in Gov ! He di- 
rects us to learn n teflon of heaven-depending faith, 
from every bird, that wings the air; and from every 
flower, that bloſſoms in the field. - If providence, with 
unremitted care, ſupports thoſe inferior creatures; and 
arrays theſe inſenſible beings, with ſo much ſplendor; 
* he will in no- wiſe, „ wich- hl from his 6 
f 1 


* — — — Who can paint 
Like nature P Can i imagination boaſt, 
Amid his gay creation, hues like theſe? _ 
And can he mix them with that matchleſs ſkill, 
And lay hoes on ſo delicately fine, | 
And loſe t in each other, as appears N 
1a every bud that blows ?= Tuons. rig. 


15 
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dren, * bread to eat, and raiment to put on. — 
faithful. followers of the Lamb, diſmiſs every low-amxis- 
9, relating to the needful /uffenance of 2 He that- 
feeds the ravens, from an inexhauſtible magazine ;. he 
that paints the plants, with ſuch forpaſſing elegance z. 
in ſhort, he that provides fo liberally, both for the anĩ- 
mal and vegetable parts of his creation ; will not, ean- 
not, neglect his own people.—Fear not, little flock, ye 
peculiar objects of almighty love I it is your Fatben' "Ay 
pleaſure, r e And, if he freely gives 
you, an everlaſting kingdom hereafter ; is it poſſible 
to ſuppoſe, that he . will deny you any” ne 
encies here? 

One cannot fordear ellen In this ls,” on MEL 
too prevailing humour, of being fond and oſtentatious of 
es +, What an abjed and miſtaken ambition is this ! 
How On the Po GR MM ans 


bad. Wi tk; W 

+ Mr. o has. a fins retnark on a ee valchraws 
by Vir He obſerves, that with all her other great qualities, this 
rie foible mingled itſelf. Becauſe, as the poet relates, an intempe- 
rate fs for a rich and ſplendid ſuit of armour, betrayed her into 
ruin. In this circumſtance, our critic diſcovers a moral concealed ; 
this he admires, as à neat, though oblique ſatire, on that-trifling paſ- 
fron. — Spe. Vol I No. 15. 

I would refer is to the judicious reader, whether: there is not 
beauty of the ſame kind, but touched with a more maſterly hand, 4 10 
the ſong of | — Speaking of Siſerah*s mother, the facred eu- 
chariſt ode repreſents her, as anticipating, in her fond fans y, tha 
victory of her ſong and indulging the following loliloguy—r Have 
they not ſped # — CC ———— To Siſera a of of die 
vers colours, a. prey of divers colours of needlz-wovork; of colours 
of needie-wark on both fides ; meet for nde necks of: them that. take the, 
Oy ay” by op ek beg net 
wou to his . dangerous an inſu 
She never reflects on the T acclamations, the future advance- 
ment, and the eterngh renown. which are the. tribute uſually paid to 
a conquergr” s merit, e can conceive, it ſeems, nothing greater, 
than to be clad in an embroidered veſture; and to trail along the 
ground, a robe of the richeſt dyes. This is, in 4er imagination, the 
moſt !ordly „ he can win; the moſt ſtately trophy, ho can erect. 
It is alſo reable, how ſhe dis upon the trivial circumſtance ; 


rciterating it again and again. It. has fo charmed her ignoble * 
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of rational beings ! Eſpecially, ſince theſe little prodne. 

tions of the earth, have indiſputably the pre-eminence, 
in ſuch outward embelliſhments.—Go ; cloathe thyſelf 
with purple, and fine linen; trick thyſelf up in all the 
gay attire, which the ſhuttle or the needle can furniſh, 
Yet know, to the mortification of thy vanity, that the 
native elegance of a common daiſy “, eclipſes all this 
elaborate finery.Nay, wert thou decked like ſome illuf- 
trious princeſs, on her coronation- day, in all the ſplen- 
dor of royal apparel ; couldſt thou equal even Solomon, 
in the height of his magnificence and glory ; yet would 
the meaneſt among the. fowery populace outſhine thee, 
Every diſcerning eye, would give the preference, to 
theſe beauties of the + ground.—Scorn then to borrow 
thy recommendations, from a neat diſpoſition of threads, 
and a curious arrangement of colours, Aſſume a be- 
coming greatneſs of temper. Let thy endowments be 
of the immortal kind. Study to be all-glorious within, 
Be cloathed with humility, Wear the ornament of a 
meek and. quiet ſpiritt. To fay all in a word; put 


the 


ſo intirely ingroſſed her little views; that the can rink of nothing 
clſe ; ſpeak of nothing elſe; and can hardly ever deſiſ# from the dar- 
ling topic.ls not this a keen, though delicately couched cenſ 
on that poor, contemptible, groveling taſte ; which is enamou 
with flken finery,- and makes the attributes of a butterfly che ide! of 
It's affections Y E 

How conſpicuous, is the elevated and magpificent ſpirit of that ve- 
nerable Mother in Jrael; when viewed in compariſon with the low, 
the deſpicable turn of this Canaanitiſi lady Such ſtrong and beauy- 
fut contraſts are, I think, ſome of the moſt ſtriking excellencies of 
-poetic painting : and in no book are they more frequently uſed, or ex- 
prefled with greater life, than in the ſacred volumes of inſpiration 


Peaceful and lewly in their native ſoil, 
They neither know to ſpin, nor care to toil ; 
Yet with confeſs'd magnificence deride g 
Our mean attire, and impotence of pride, P10. 
| + Mr. Cowley, with his uſual brilliancy of imagination, ſtiles them 
Stars of earth. | | ; 
1 Ho beautifully does the prophet deſcribe the furniture of a re- 
newed andþheavenly mind; under the ſimilitude of a rich and com- 
plete ſuit of apparel! Twill greatly rejoice in the Lon v; my ſoul 11 
5 5 j 
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„ Loxd jesus Cunizr*: let his Ses be ſprinkled — 
upon thy conſcience, and it ſhalt be whiter than the 
virgin ſnows. Let his righteouſneſs, like a ſpotleſs robe,” 
adorn thy inner man; and thou ſhalt be amiable, even 
in the moſt diſtinguiſhing eye of Gop. Let his bleſ- 
ſed Spirit dwell in thy heart; and under his ſanRify-' 
ing operations, thou ſhalt be made partaker of a divine 
nature N t ud 4 1 4 * 8 a ? . 
Theſe are real excellencies ; truly noble accompliſh- 
ments theſe. _ In this manner be arrayed, be beaurified ; 
and thou wilt not find a rival, in the feathers of a pen 
cock, or the foliation of a tulip. Theſe will exalt thee, 
far above the Jow. pretenſions of lace and embroidery. 
Theſe will prepare thee to ſtand in the beatific preſence. 
and to take thy ſeat among the angels of light. 
What an enchanting tuation is this! One can fearce * 
be melancholy within the atmoſphere of flowers. Such 
lively hues and delicious odours, not only addreſs them- 
elves agreeably to the ſenſes j but touch, with a ſurpri- _ 
ling delicacy, the ſweeteſt movements of the mind. 


— — To the heart inſpicing 2 
Vernal + delight and joy. Mitt. B. IV. 
| 3 63 Ho 


fil in my Gow; for he hath clathed mg with the gatmputs of ſal 2 * | 

ie hath covered me with the robe of righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom deck- 

* if with ornaments, and as a bride adorveth her, * with her 
® Rom: xili. 4. 


* would have my reader endeavour to MORALIZE this na- 
* tural pleaſure of the ſoul, and to improve this werzal delight, as 
„Milton calls it, into a chriſtian virtue, When we find ourſelves 

" inſpired with this pleaſing inſtinct, this ſecret fatisfaRion and 
complacency ariſing from the beauties of the creation, let us con- 
ber, to cem we ſtand indebted for all theſe entertainments of 
, ſenſe; and to it is, that thus o his hand, and fills the world 
: with good. Such an habitual liGeftion of mind conjecrates every 
i feld and wood ; turns an ordinary <valk into a morning or evening 
ſacrifice; and will ors thoſe tranſient gleams, which naturally 
brighten up and the ſoul on ſuch occafions, into an invi- 
ous of bliſs and happineſs.” Sei Vol. V. 
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jected ſpitit! I cannot wonder, that kings deſcend from 
their hene, to walk amidſt blooming ivory and gold: 


uoith the more refined ſweets of the garden. I cannot 


of glory.— But, when this corruptible, hath put on in- 


Ho often have I felt them diſſipate the g/cm of 
thought, and transfuſe a ſudden gaiety through the de. 


or retire from the moſt ſumptuous feaſt, to be recreated 


wonder, that queeas forego, fora while, the compliments 
of a nation, to receive the tribute of the parterre ; or 
withdraw from all the glitter of a court, to be attended 
with the more ſplendid equipage of a bed of flowers. —But, 
if this be ſo pleaſing ; what tranſporting pleaſure muſt 
ariſe, from the fruition of uncreated excellency! O! what 
unknown delight, to enter into thy immediate preſence, 
moſt bleſſed Loxp GOD! To ſee thee “, thou King of 
heaven, and Lord of glory, no longer through x 
«*« glaſs darkly, but face to face! To have all thy good- 
neſs, all thy greatneſs, ſhine before us ; and be made 
glad for ever with the brighteſt diſcovery of thy perfec- 
tions, with the ineffable joy of thy countenance! 


This we cannot bear, in our preſent imperfe& ſtate, 
The effulgence of unveiled divinity, would dazzle a mor. 
tal ſight. - Our feeble faculties, would be over 
with ſuch a fulneſt of ſuper- abundant bliſs, and muſt le 
eppreſſed, under ſuch an exceeding great, eternal weight 


corruption, the powers of the ſoul will be greatly invi- 
gorated ; and theſe earthly tabernacles, will be tranſ- 
formed into the likeneſs of Cx r1sT's glorious body. 


Then, though «© the moon ſhall be confounded, and 
| | ce the 


* T/aiah repreſents the felicity of the righteous, in the everlaſting 
world, by this elegant and amiable image; Thine eyes hall ſee the King 
in his beauty. Milton touches the ſame ſubject, with wonderful ele- 
vation and majeſty of thought : | 

© — — — They walk with God, 
High in ſatvation, ard the climes of Bliſs. 


Words, which, like the fiery car, almoſt. tranſport our affections to 
thyſe glor.oas abodes, Ie. XxxIli. 17. Mir r. B. XI. v. 77 
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« the ſun aſhamed *,” when the Lox p of Hoſts is re- 
vealed from heaven ; yet, ſhall his faithful people be 
enabled to /ee him as he is r. * 

Here, then, my wiſhes, here be fixed. Be thit your 
determined and invariable aim.— Here, my affections, 
here give a looſe to your whole ardor. Cry out, in the 
language of inſpiration; This one thing have I defired of 
| the Lox b, which, with inceſſant earneſtnefs, 7 wwill re- 
bre; that I may dwell in the celeſtial houſe of the Lon b, 
; all the days of my future life ; to behold the fair beauty of 

the Lox D, and to contemplate with wonder and ado- 
| ration—with unſpeakable and everlaſting rapture—all 
the attributes of the incomprehenſible Godhead. 


f Solomon, a moſt penetrating judge of human nature, 


knowing how highly mankind is charmed, with the 


fige qualities of flowers; has ' figured out the. bleſſed 
Jesvs, that ** faireſt among ten thouſahd,”- by theſe 
lovely repreſentatives. He ftiles him $ The Ro/e of Sha- 


ron, and The Lily of the Vallies ; like the firſt, full of 


delights and communicable graces ; like the laſt, exalt- 
ed in majeſty, and complete in beauty. In that ſacred 
| WH paſtoral, he ranges the creation; borrows it's moſt fi- 
© WW "iſhed forms; and dips his pencil in it's choiceſt dyes, 
t to preſent us with a ſketch of the amiablenefs of his 
berſon. His amiableneſs, who is the light of the world; 


* 
. the 
| = 
*Ifa. xxiv. a2. T ohn iii. a. 

. * In 
F 2 Pal. xxvii. 4. F Cant. ii. 1. 
Malus ut arboribus decori eft, ut vitibus uve, 
e Ligue roſæ campis, ut lilia vallibus alba, 

Sic CHn18TUs decus omne fuis.— 
2 | By the /ily of tie wallies, I apprehend, is meant, not the flower _ 
* which commonly paſſes under that denomination, and is comparative- 


V mean; but the grand, majeſtic, garden lily; growing in a rich 
uriguous ſoil, where it flouriſhes in the moſt ample manner, and ar- 
mes at the higheſt perfection. The circumſtance of the vallies, 


«ded by the ſacred writer, is fignificant not of the ſpecies, but of the 


flace.This is by far the nobleſt interpretation, and moſt exactly 


to ſuitable to the ſpiritual ſenſe; which intimates, that the bleſſed Jz- + 


zus delights to dwell, by the communications of his Spirit, in humbls 
tarts, =» Eomikum uu. Lilium vallibus gaudens, * 
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the glory of his church; the only hope, the fovereign 
canſolation of fianers : and exalted, infinitely exalted, 
not only above the ſublimeſt .compariſon, but even 
<* above all bleſſing and praiſe.” May I alfo make the! 
ſame heavenly uſe, of all fubJunary enzoyments ! What- 
ever is pleaſurable, or charming ble; let it raiſe my 
deſire. to thoſe delectable objects, which are. aber. 
Which will yield, not partial, but perfect felicity-; not 
trauſient, but never ending, ſatis faction and joy. — Yes, 
my ſoul, let theſe beauties in miniature, always remind 
thee of that glorious. perſon ; in whom «+ dwells all the 
«« fulneſs of the Godhead bodily.” Let theſe little ema- 
nations, teach thee to thirſt after the eternal fountain. 
O! may the creatures, be thy conſtant elue to- the 
Creator! for this is a certain truth, and deſerves thy 
frequent recollection, demands thy moſt attentive con- 
ſideration; that the whole compaſs of finite perfection, 
is only a faint * ray ſhot from that immenſe ſource —is 
only a ſmall dre, derived from that W ocean 
What a ſurpriſing uariety is re among the 
flowery tribes ! How has the bountifut hand of provi- 
dence, diverſified theſe niceſt pieces of his workmanſhip! + 
added the charms of an endleſs novelty, to all their other 
perfections ! A conſtaut uniformity would ſoon render 
the entertainment tireſome, or inſipid; therefore, every 
| ſpecies is formed on a ſeparate plan, and exhibits ſome- 
| thing entirely zew. The faſhion ſpreads not from family 
to family ; but every one has a mode of it's own, which 
| is truly original. The meſt curfory glance, perceiyes an 
| apparent difference, as well as a peculiar delicacy, in 
the airs and habits, the attitude aud lineawents, of every 
2 1 | Is 
e 


® — Thou fitt't above all heav'ns, 
To us inviſible, or dimly ſeen 


In theſe thy loweſt works; yet theſe declare 


* , beyond thou and pow' divine. 
: I e . Mur. Book V. 
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| tome rear their heads, with a majeſtic mien; and over- 
look, like /overeigns or nobles, the whole parterre. O- 


thers ſeem more moderate in their aims, and advance 


only to the middle ſtations ; a genius turned for herald- 
ry, might term them, the gentry of the border. While 
others, free from all aſpiring views, creep unambitiouſ- 
ly on the ground, and look like the commonalty of the 
kind. Some are interſected with elegant fripes, or ſtud- 
ded with radiant /pozs, Some affect to be genteelly poxw- 
'red, or neatly fringed ; while others are plain in their 
pet, unaffected in their dreſs, and content to pleaſe 
with a naked Amplicity. Some aſſume the monarch's- 


but black, doleful black, has no admittance into the 
wardrobe of ſpring. The weeds of mourning would be 


feſtival. She would, now, inſpire none but delightful 
teas; and therefore always makes her appearance in 
ome * amiable ſuit.— Here, fands a warrior, clad with 
gimſon ; there, fits a magiſtrate, robed in ſcarler ; and 
yonder, fruts a pretty fellow, that ſeems to have dipped 
his plumes in the rainbow, and glitters in all the gay 
olours of that reſplendent arch. Some ri into a cu- 
lous cup, or Fall into a ſet of beautiful bells. Some 
read themſelves in a ſwelling tuft, or croud into a deli- 
lous cluſter, In ſome, the predominant ſtain, ſoftens 
by the gentleſt Jiminations ; till it has even ſtole away 
om itſelf, The eye is amuſed at the agreeable delu- 
fon; and we wonder to find ourſelves inſenfibly decoy- 


„ ww L — ——_ w 


tink, the fine tinges were emulous of pre-eminence. 
Diſdaining to mingle, they confront one another, with 
be reſolution of rivals, determined to diſpute the prize 
if deauty 3 while each is improved, by the oppoſition, 
ito the higheſt vivacity of complexion. 3 

* a | aw 


s mm Nunc formofiſſmus ann. vis, 
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1urple ; ſome look moſt becoming in the virgin's white ; 


a manifeſt indecorum, when nature holds an univerſal 


, into a quite different luſtre. In others, you would 
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How manifold: are thy works *, O:Loxn-! Multiple 
even to à prodigy. Vet in au, confurnmate wiſdom, 
haſt thou mud t hem all .»How-I admire the-waſtne/s of the 
contrivance, and the xa of the execution ! Man, 
feeble- man, with difficulty accompliſhes a fingle work, 
- Hardly, and: after many efforts, does he arrive at a t6- 
lerable imitation of ſome one production of nature . 
But, the almighty Artiſt ſpoke millions of ſubſtancs, . 
into inſtantaneous being; the whole collection wonder. 1 
fully various, and each individual completely perfe.-WW. 
Repeated experiments generally, I might ſay, alway 
C 
J 
t 


diſcover errors or defects, in our happieſt inventions. 
Nay, what wins our approbation, at the preſent: hour, 

ar in this particular place, is very-probably, in ſome res 
mote period or ſome diſtant elime, treated with cos; 
tempt, Whereas, the/e fine ſtructures have pleaſed ere. 
ry taſte, ip every country, for almoſt ſix thouſand yea Wl; 
Nor has any + fault been detected in the original pla 
nor any room left for the leaſt improvement upon deo 
firſt model.—All our performances, the more minweh 
they are ſcanned, the more imhenſra they appear. With 
regard to theſe delicate objects, the more we {earch into 
their properties, the more we are raviſhed; with tber; 
graces. They are ſure to diſcloſe freſh ſtrokes of they. 
moſt maſterly {kill ; in proportion to the attention, with 
which they are examiued. . 

Nor is the /implicity of the operation leſs aſtopiſhing, 
than the accuracy of the workmanſhip, ar the.inbnitvs 
af the effects. Should you aſk ; «4+ Where, aud what a 
the materials which beautify the bleoming world 
„What rich tints; what ſplendid dyes ; what ſtores 0 
«« ſhining crions ; ſtand by the heavenly Limner, whe! 
the. paints the robe of nature? Tis anfwered, 
powerful pencil needs no ſuch coſtly apparatus. A fm. 


ry | ® Pſalm G0. 4 . 
+ Eceleſ. ili. 14. I know, that whatſoever God doth, it fall 
for ever; nothing can be put to it, ner any thing taken from its =» 
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fe principle, under his conducting hand, branches out 
into an immenſity of the moſt varied, and moſt finiſhed 
orms. The moiftere of the earth, and of the circum- 
ambient air, paſſed through proper trainers, and diſ- 
poſed in a range of pellucid tubes: this performs all the 
wonders, and produces all the beauties of vegetation. 
This creeps along the fibres of the low - ſpread moſs ; and 
climbs to the very tops of the lofty waving cedars. This, 
attracted by the root, and circulating through inviſible 
canals ; this burſts into gems; expands itſelf intu leaves; 
and cloaths the foreſt with all it's verdant honours. 
"WT 1'6is one“, plain and fmple, cauſe gives birth to all the 
„ charms; which deck the youth, and maturity, of the 
bear. This be, in the early hepatica; and flames, in 
"BY the late advancing, poppy. This reddens into blood, in 
the veins of the mulberry ; and attenuates itſelf into leafen 
gold, to create a covering for the quince. This breathes 
in all the fragrant gales of our garden; and wweeps odo- 
rous gum, in the groves of Arabia.— So + wonderful ts 
our Creator in coun/el, and ſo excellent in working ! 
In a grove of tulips, or a knot of pinks, one perceives 
a difference in almoſt every individual. Scarce any 
two, are turned, and tinctured, exactly alike. Each al- 
lows himſelf a little particularity in his dre/s, though all 
belong to one family : ſo that they are various, and yet 
the ſame. —A pretty emblem this, of the /maller differen- 
c between proteſtant chriſtians. There are modes in 
religion, which admit of variation, without prejudice to 
ſound faith, or real holineſs. Juſt as the drapery, on 
theſe pictures of the ſpring, may be formed after a va- 
28 * riety 
When every ſeveral effect has a particular ſeparate cauſe. his 
* gives no pleaſure to the ſpectator, as not diſcovering contrivance. 
But that work is beheld with admiration and delight, as the reſult 
* of deep counſel, which is complicated in it's parts, and ee 
"M's openations, Where a great variety of effects are ſeen to ariſe 


* from one principle operating unifermly.” ABERNETHY en the 
Attributes, Bey ; g 2 
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riety of patterns, without blemiſhing their beauty, oil 
tering their nature.— Be it ſo then, that, in ſome point 
of ineonſiderable conſequence, ſeveral of our brethr 
difſent : yet, let us all live amicably and ſociably togel 
ther; for we harmonize in principles, though we vary i 
punilios, Let us join in converſation, and intermingk 
intereſts; diſcover no eſtrangement of behaviour, and 
cheriſn no alienation of affection. If any ſtrife ſubſiſt, 
let it be to follow our divine Mafter moſt cloſely, in hy. 
mility of heart, and unblameableneſs of life. Let it he 
to ſerve one another moſt readily, in all the kind offics 
of a cordial friendſhip. Thus ſhall we be united, though 
diftinguiſhed ; united in the ſame grand fundamentals, 
though diſtinguiſhed by ſome ſmall circumſtantials; u. 
nited in one important bond of brotherly love, though 
diſtinguiſhed by ſome ſlighter peculiarities of ſentiment, 


Between chriſtians, whoſe judgments diſagree only 
about a form of prayer, or manner of worſhip, I appre- 
hend, there is no more e/ential difference, than between 
flowers which bloom from the ſame kind of ſeed, but 
happen to be ſomewhat diverſified in the mixture of 
their colours. —Whereas, if ane denies the divinity of our 
Lob Jesus CHRIST, and degrades the incarnate God 
to the meanneſs of a mere creature; if another cries up 
the worthineſs of human works, and depreciates the 
alone-meritoriaus righteouſneſs of the glorious Medi. 
tor; if a third addreſſes the incommunicable honours to 
a finite being, and bows to the image, or prays to the 
ſaint—theſe are errors, extremely derogatory to the Ri. 
DEEMER'S dignity, and not a little prejudicial to the 
comfort of his people. -Againſt theſe to remonſtrate; a. 
gainſt theſe to urge every argument, and uſe every di. 
ſuaſive ; beſpeaks not the cenſorious bigot, but the 
friend of truth, and the lover of mankind. — Whereas, c 
- ſtand neuter and ſilent, while ſuch principles are pro- 
pagated, would be an inſtance of criminal remiſſnel 
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rather than of chriſtian moderation. —For the perſons, 
we will not fail to maintain a tender compaſſion : we 
will not ceaſe to put up earneſt interceſſions : we will 

ao acknowledge and love, whatever is excellent and 
amiable in their character. Vet, we dare not ſubſeribe 
their creed; we cannot remit our aſſiduous, but kind en- 
deavours ; if by any means we may reconcile them to a 
more /cripteral belief, and a purer worſhip“. i 
Another circumſtance, recommending and endearing 
the flowery creation, is their regular _/ucceſion. The: 
make not their appearance all at once, but in an orderl 
rotation, While a proper number of theſe obliging re- 
tainers are in waiting, the others abſcond ; but hold 
themſelves in a poſture of ſervice, ready to take their 
turn, and fill each his reſpective ſtation, the inſtant it 
becomes vacant.—The /zowwdrop, foremoſt of the lovely 
train, breaks her way through the frozen foil, in order 
to preſent her early compliments to her lord. Preſſed 
in the robe of innocency, ſhe ſteps forth, fearleſs of dan- 
ger; long before the trees have ventured to unfold their- 
leaves, even while the icicles, are pendent on our houſes, - 
—Next, peeps out the crocu; but cautiouſly, and with 
an air of timidity. She hears the howling blaſts, and 
kulks cloſe to her low ſituation. Afraid, ſhe ſeems, to 
make large excurſions from her root ; while ſo- many 
ruffian winds are abroad, and ſcouring along the æther. 
Nor is the violet laſt, in this ſhining embaſſy of the year. 
Which, with all the embelliſhments, that would grace 
: L _—_Y 
Ia ſome former editions, I expreſſed myſelf, on this: point, un- 
warily and har/hly, But my meaning, and real ſentiments, were no 
other than thoſe repreſented above. The reader, from ſuch unguard- 
ed intimations, might too naturally be led to conclude, That the au- 
thor avows, and would ſtir up, a ſpirit of perſecution. But, this is a 
method of dealing with opponents in religious doctrines, which he 
Uſclaims, as abſurd z and abhors, as iniquitous. He is for no 2 
but that of rational conviction; for no conſtraint, but that of 
wont perſuaſion. Thusy if you pleaſe, compel them to come in, Luke 


a, 23. 
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a royal garden, condeſcends to line our hedges, and prox 


at the feet of briers. Freely, and without any ſolicits 
tion, ſhe diſtributes the bounty of her emiſſive ſweets: 


while herſelf, with an exemplary humility, retires fron 
Might ; ; ſeeking rather to adminiſter pleaſure, than to 
win admiration *. Emblem, expreſſive emblem, of thoſe 
nodeft virtues, which delight to bloom in obſcurity: 
which extend a chearing influence to multitudes, who 
are ſcarce acquainted with the ſource of their comforts! 
Motive, engaging motive to that ver- active beneh. 
cence ;, which ſtays not for the importunity of the dif. 
| treſſed, but anticipates their ſuit, and prevents then 
with the bleſſings of it's goodneſs !—The poor polyanthy, 
that lately adorned the border with her ſparkling beau. 
ties ; and, tranſplanted into our windows, gave us 1 
Freſh entertainment ; ; is now no more. I ſaw her com. 
plexion fade; I perceived her breath decay; till at 
length ſhe expired, and dropt into her grave.—Scarce 
have we ſuſtained this loſs, but in comes the auricula, 
and more than retrieves it. Arrayed ſhe comes, in a 
ſplendid variety of amiable forms; with an eye of cry{- 
tal, and garments of the moſt gloſſy ſattin; exhaling 
perfume, and powdered with ſilver. A very diſtinguiſh- 
ed proceſſion this! The favourite care of the floriſt! 
Scarce one among them, but is dignified with a charac- 
ter of renown ; or has the honour to repreſent, ſome 
celebrated toaſt. But theſe alſo, notwithſtanding their 
illuſtrious titles, have exhauſted their whole ſtock af 
fragrance, and are mingled with the meaneſt duſt,- 
Who could forbear grieving at their departure, did not 
the tulips begin to raife themſelves on their fine wands, 
or ſtately ſtalks ?- They fluſh the parterre with one of 
the gayeſt dreſſes, that blooming nature wears. Did 
ever beau or belle make ſo gaudy an appearance, in 4 
birth-night ſuit ? Here, one may behold the innocent 
n of Ro: Here, ſhe a * 


* Prede oe 7 quam conſid, 
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freaks, and ſports herſelf in the moſt charming diver- 
ſity of colours. Yet, 1 ſhould wrong her, were to calk 
her a coguet; becauſe ſhe plays her lovely changes, not 
tw enkindle difſolute affections, but to diſplay her Crea- 
tor's glory. — Soon ariſes the anemone; incircled at the 
bottom, with a ſpreading robe; and rounded, at the 
top, into a heautiful dome. In it's looſely-flowing 
mantle, you may obſerve a noble negligence; in it's 
gently-bending tufts, the niceſt ſymmetry. I would 
term it, the fine gentleman of the garden;  hecauſe, it 
ſeems to have learnt the ſingular addreſs, of uniting- 
ſimplicity with refinement, of reconciling art and eaſe, 
—The ſame month has the merit of producing the ra- 
1nnculus, All bold and graceful, it expands the riches: 
of it's foliage; and acquires, by degrees, the lovelieſt. 
enamel in the world. As perſons of intrinſic worth,; 
diſdain the ſuperficial arts of recommendation, practiſ- 
ed by  fops ; ſo, this lordly flower ſcorns to borrow any 
of it's excellence, from powders and eſſences, It needs. 
no ſuch attractives, to render it the darlipg of the cu- 
rious ; being ſufficiently engaging from the elegance of 
it's gure, the radiant variety of it's tinges, and a cer- 
tain ſuperior dignity of aſpect.— Methinks, nature im- 
proves in her operations. Her lateſt ſtrokes are moſt 
maſterly. To crown the collection, ſhe introduces the 
carnation. Which captivates every. eye, with a noble 
ſpread of graces; and charms another ſenſe, with a pro- 
fuſion of exquiſite odours. This ſingle flower, has cen- 
tered in itſelf, the perfections of all the preceding. The 
moment it appears, it ſo commands our attention, that 
we ſcarce regret the abſence of the reſt.— The gilly- 
fower, like a real friend, attends you through all the 
viciſſitudes and alterations of the ſeaſon. While others 
make a tranſient viſit only, this is rather an inhabitant, 
than a gueſt i in your gardens ; adds fidelity to complaiſance. 

It is in vain to attempt a catalogue of theſe amiable. 
gifts, There is an endleſs r in their Charac-' 
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ters; yet an ĩnvariable order in their approaches. Every 
month, almoſt every week, has it's peculiar ornaments; 
not ſervilely copying the works of it's predeceſſor, but 
forming, ſtill forming, and ſtil executing ſome ney 
defign. So laviſh is the fancy, yet ſo exact is the pro. 
ceſs, of nature 15 1 
Here, let me ſtand a while, to contemplate this di 
tribution of flowers, through'the ſeveral periods of the 
year. Were they all to bloſſom together; there would 
be at once a promiſcuous throng, and at once a total 
frivation. We ſhould fſearce have an opportunity, of 
adverting to the dainty qualities of half; and muſt ſoon 
loſe the agreeable company of them all. But now, 
ſince every ſpecies has a ſeparate poſt to occupy ; anda 
diſtinct interval for appearing ; we can take a leiſurely 
3nd minute ſurvey of each ſucceeding ſet. We can view 
and review their forms; enter into a more intimate ac. 
aintance with their charming accompliſhments ; and 
receive all thoſe pleaſing ſervices, which they are com- 
miſſioned to yield. This remarkable piece of econo- 
my, is productive of another very valuable effect. It 
not only places, in the moſt advantageous light, every 
particular community; but is alſo a ſure proviſionary 
reſdurce, againſt the frailty of the whole nation. Or, 
to ſpeak more truly, it renders the flowery tribes a fort 
of * immortal corps. For, though fome are continually 
dropping ; yet, by this expedient, athers are as continu- 
ally riſing, to beautify our borders, and prolong the en- 
tertainment. 1 
What goodneſs is this, to provide ſuch a ſeries of 
gratifications for mankind ! Beth to diverſify, and per- 
petuate, the fine collation ! To take care, that our paths 
mould be, in a manner, iueeſſantly ſtrewed with f 
ers 


„In alluſion to the celebrated practice of the Perſan Kings 
« who maintained, for their life - guard, a body of troops called In. 
«.zortal; becauſe jt perpetually ſubſiſted: far as ſoon as any af the 
„men died, another was immediately put into his place.” Revs 
L's Antient Hiftory, Vol. U. | 
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ers And what wiſdom, to bid every one of theſe in- 
ſenſible beings, know the preciſe juncture for their com 
ing forth ! Inſomuch that no actor on a ſtage, can be 
more exact in performing his part; can make à more 
regular entry, or a more punctual exit. 3 
Who imboldens the daſſodil, to venture abroad in Fe- 
bruary ; and to truſt her lowering gold, with inclement 
and treacherous ſkies ? Who informs the various tribes + 
of fruit-bearing bloſſoms ; that vernal ſuns, and a-wore 
genial warmth, are fitteſt for their delicate texture? 
Who teaches the clove to ſtay ; till hotter beams are pre: 
pared, to infuſe a ſpicy richneſs into her odours, and 
tindture her complexion with the deepeſt crimſon? 
Who diſpoſes theſe beautiful troops, into ſuck orderty 
bodies; retarding ſome, and accelerating others? Who has 
inſtructed them to file of, with ſuch perfect regularity ; 
as ſoon as the duty of their reſpective ſtation is over t 
And, when one detachment retires, who gives the ſig- 
nal, for another immediately to advance? Who, but 
that unerring Providence, which, from the higheſt 
thrones of angels, to the very loweſt degrees of exiſtence, 
orders all things in number, weight, and meaſure! 
Theſe, O my ſoul, are the regulations of that moſt 
adorable, that moſt beneficent Being, who bowed the 
heavens ; came down to dwell on earth; and united the 
frailty of thy mortal nature, to all the glories of his God- 
head, All the honour of this admirable eſtabliſhment, 
belongs to thy Ranſom, thy Surety, thy Saviour. To 
RIM it belongs, who ſuſtained the vengeance, which thou 
hadſt deſerved, and waſt doomed to ſuffer ; who fulfilled 
the obedience, which thou waſt obliged, but unable, to 
perform; and who humbled himſelf (ſtupendous, ineffa- 
ble loving-kindneſs) humbled himſelf to death, even the 
death of the croſs. H formed this vaſt machine, and 
adjuſted it's nice dependencies. The pillars, that ſup- 
port it ; the embelliſhments, that adorn it; and the laws, 
that govern it; are the reſult of his unſearchable coun 
L 3 ſels, 
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ſels. O! the heights of his majeſty, and the il of 


His abaſement ! | 


Which ſhall we admire moſt, his eſſential _greatnef,, 
or his free grace He created the exalted ſeraph, that 
ſings in glory; and every the minuteſt inſect, that flut. 
ters ia air, or crawls in duſt. He marks out a path, for 
all thoſe globes of light, which travel the circuit of the 
Kies ; and diſdains not to rear the violet from it's lowly 
bed, or to plait the daiſy which dreſſes our plains. 80 
grand are his operations; yet ſo condeſcending his re. 
_ gards I—If ſummer, like a ſparkling bride, is brilliant 
and glorious in her apparel ; what is this, but a. feeble 
reflection on his uncreated efulgence ? If autumn, like a 
munificent hoſt, opens her ſtores, and gives us all things 
richly to enjoy ; what is this but a little taſte of his in- 
exhauſtible /zberality ? If thunders. roar, you hear the 
found of his trumpet ; If lightnings glare, you ſee the 
launching of his glittering ſpear : If the perpetual 
* hills be ſcattered, and the everlaſting mountains bow. 
ed,“ you behold a di/þlay—No, ſays the prophet, you 
have rather ® The biding of his power. So immenſe is 
his power; fo uncontroulable and inconceivable ; that 
all theſe mighty works are but a fetch, in which more 
is concealed than diſcovered. | 

Thus, 


az. iii. 4. Notting can be more magnificently conceived, than 
the imagery of this whole chapter; and upon the foot of our inter- 
pretation, nothing was ever more delicately and nobly turned, that 
ſentiment of this clauſe. Other ſenſes of the paſſage, I acknow- 
age, may be aſſigned with equal propriety. But none, I think, 
can be imagined ſo majeftic and ſublime. As the original will fairly 
admit of it; as it carries no. diſagreement with the context; and ex- 
reſſes a moſt important, as well as undoubted truth; 1 hope, I ma 
be permitted to uſe it, at leaſt by way of accommodation. —Eſpecial- 
ly, as it ſuggeſts one of the fineſt mottos imaginable z wherewith b 
inſcribe all the vifible productions of the Creator's hand. When, 
ruck with aſtoniſhment, we conſider their grandeur, beauty, 1 
conſummate perfections; let us, in juſtice to their Author, apply the 
exalted reflection of this ſacred ode + ** In all theſe is the hiding, n- 
a cher than an adequate diſplay, lis matchleſs power, Though BY 
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Thus, I think, we ſhould always view the viſible: 
fyſtem ; with an evangelical zele/cope (if I may be al- 
lowed the expreſſion), and with an evangelical micro- 
ape. Regarding CHRIsY JESvs, as the great pro- 
jector and architect; who planned, and executed, the 


amazing ſcheme. Whatever is magnificent or valuable ;. 
tremendous or amiable ; ſhould ever be aſcribed to the 


Redeemer. This, is the chriftian's natural philoſophy, 


With. regard to this method of conſidering the things 
that are ſeen z we have an inſpired apoſtle, for our pre- 
ceptor and precedent. Speaking of Cxr18T, he ſays ; 
« Thou, Lok o, in the beginning, haſt laid the foun- 
« dation of the earth; and the heavens are the work of 
« thy hands.” Did we carefully attend to this leadin 
principle, in all our examinations of nature; it would, 
doubtleſs, be a moft powerful means of exkind/ing our 
love, and * frengthening our faith. When I look round 
upon millions of noble ſubſtances, and carry with me this. 
| tranſ- 


ory we 1 and- ſurpaſs. our comprehenſion ; yet they are 
« by no means the utmoſt exertions, but rather ſome lighter eifays, 
& of omnipotent {kill.” Milton, relating the overthrow of the fal- 
ten angels, introduces a grand circumſtance, not much unlike the 
preceding. Meſſiah, unaided and alone, had routed an innumerable 
hoſt of apoſtate ſpirits, This was great and marvellous. But ta 
create a juſter idea of the illuſtrious Conqueror, our poet beautifully 
adds; 
Vet half his ftrengti he put not forth. 
If we forget to make the ſame remark, when we contemplate Gop 
in his works; we muſt neceſſarily form very ſcanty conceptions of 
that SuyREuR BEING, before whom all nations are as a drop of 
% bucket, and are counted as the ſmall duſt of the balance.” | 


od The apoſtles, I obſerve, delight to uſe this method, of diſplaying 
the honoyrs of the Redeemer, and eſtabliſhing the faith of his people. 
he beloved diſciple, teaching that moſ precious doctrine, of 2 
* Lamb ſlain to take away the ſins of the world;“ in order to evince 
the ſufficiency of Calis xs ſacyifice for this bleſſed parrot, affirms, 

That Al things were made by Him: and without Him was not 
Ag, no, not ſo much as one fingle being, made, John i. 3.—St, 
Pad, preaching the ſame glad tidings to the and expreſily 
nantaining, That we have redemption through his blood; ſeems to 
'meſee an objeRion of this kind. T9. expiate tranſgreſſions againt 
| 57 
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tranſporting reflection, The Maker of them all, ex. 
« piredon a croſs for me; how can I remain any long 
indifferent? Muſt not the colae heart, begin to gloy 
with gratitude ?—When I ſurvey an immenſity of the 
fineſt productions imaginable ; and remember, that the 
author of them all, is my righteouſneſs and my re: 
% demption; how can I chooſe but repoſe the moſt 
chearful confidence, in ſuch a Mediator ? 


Let me add one more remark, upon the admirable a. 
Juſtment of every particular, relating to theſe fine colo. 
nies planted in the parterre.— With ſuch accuracy and 
correctneſs, is their ſtructure finiſhed ; that any the leaſt 

| conceivable alteration, would very much impair their per- 
: fection. Should you ſee, for inſtance, the nice diſpoſ. 

[4 tion of the zu/zp's attire fly abroad, diſorderly and irre- 

gular, like the flaunting woodbine : ſhould the /in 

rear her diminutive head, on thoſe grand columns which 
ſupport the ho//;heck : ſhould the erect and manly aſpet 

of the piony, hang down with a penſive air, like the flex- 

ile bells of the hyacinth : ſhould that noble plainneſs; 

which diſtinguiſhes the /ly, be exchanged for the glit- 
tering fringes, which edge the pin; or the gaudy ſtains, 

f | which 


© an infinite Majeſty, is a moſt prodigious at. It muſt coſt vaſtly 
& more than any common ſurety can pay, to redeem a finful world: 
4 What reaſon have we to believe, thas J=svs is equal to this 
« mighty undertaking?” All poſſible reaſon, replies the apoſtle, 
from the dignity of his perſon ;. for He is the image of the inviſible 
Gop; and from the greatneſs of his works, for by Him all thin 
were made. Conſider the operations of His hands, and you cannet 
doubt the atoning efficacy of His death, Col. i. 15, 16.— he author 
of the epiſtle to the Hebrews, falls exactly into the ſame train of ar- 
guing. Declaring, that CuxIS 1 Jz8vs purged our fins, by the 
ſacrifice of Himſelf; he proves His ample ability for this tremendous 
office, from His eſſential excellence, becauſe He is the. brightneſs of 
his Father's glory; and from his admirable works, becauſe He mai 
the worlds, and upholdeth all things by the-word CA his power, Heb. 
i. 2, 3.— Which truth, as it is ſo important in itſelf; of ſuch fig 
comfort to chriſtians ; and ſo particularly inſiſted on, by the inſpired 
writers; I hope, I ſhall need no apology, for an attempt to illuſtrate 
and enforce it, in a kind of evangelical Deſcant upon Creation, . 
nexed to theſe Reflections. 
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which bedrop the iris : ſhould thoſe tapering pillars, 
which ariſe in the middle of it's vaſe, and, tipt with 
golden pendants, give ſuch a luſtre to the ſurrounding 
pannels of alabaſter—ſhould. thoſe fink and diſappear, 
like the chives. which. cover the heart of the anemone :=— 
In many of theſe caſes, would not the tranſpoſition be 
fantaſtical and aukward ? In all, to the apparent preju- 
dice of every individual ? | 

Again; with regard to the time of their appearing : 
this circumſtance is ſettled, by a remarkable foreſight 
and precaution. What would become of the /ailor ; if, 
in very ſtormy weather, he ſhould raiſe a lofty maſt, and. 
croud it with all his canvaſs ! Such would be the ill ef- 
ect; if the moſt ſtately ſpecies of flowers, ſhould pre- 
ſume to come abroad, in the bluſtering months. Ah! 
bow would they rue the imprudent boldneſs l There- 
fore, thoſe only that ſhoot the ſhorteſt ſtems, and diſplay, 
the ſmalleſt ſpread of leaves, or (if you pleaſe) carry the 
leaſt ſail, are launched amidſt the blowing ſeaſons. —How 
njudiciouſly would the perfumer act; if he ſhould unſeat 
his fineſt eſſences, and expofe them to the northern winds. 
or wintry rains! Our blooming artiſts of the aromatic 
profeſſion, at leaſt the moſt delicate among them, ſeem 
perfectly aware of the conſequences of ſuch a procedure. 
Accordingly, they poſtpone the opening of their odorife- 
yous treaſures. ; till a ſerener air, and more - unclouded 
ies, grant a proteQion to their amiable traffic : till they 
are under no more apprebenſions, of having their ſpicy 
cells rifled by rude blaſts, or drawned in inceſſant 


lowers, 
What 


* Caſimir, in a very poetical manner, addreſſes himſelf to the dor - 
want roſe; and moſt prettily invites her to venture abroad, by tha 
dendon of theſe two circumſtances : bi 

Siderum ſacros imitata vultus, 
ay lates dudum, . roſa ? Deſicatum 
er e terrii caput, O tepentis ö 
__ Filia cli. 
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What a ſtriking argument is here for. re/ignation ; uns 
feigned-reſignation, to all the diſpoſals of providence ! 
Too often are our diſſatisfied thoughts apt to find fault 
with divine diſpenſations. We tacitly arraign our Mz. 
| ker's conduct, or queſtion his kindneſs with regard ty 
ourſelves. We fancy our lot, not ſo commodiouſly f. 
tuated ; or our condition, not ſo happily circumſtanced; 
as if we had been placed in ſome other ſtation of life. 
But, let us behold this exquiſitely nice regulation of the 
minuteſt plants; and be aſhamed of our repining folly. 
Could any fibre in their compoſition, be altered ; orone 
line in their features, be tranſpoſed ; without clouding 
fome of their beauties ? Could any fold in their veſt- 
ments, be varied ; or anylink in their orderly ſuccefſion, 
be broken; without injuring ſome delicate property? 
Ant does not that all-feeing eye, which preſerves ſo ex- 
act a harmony, among theſe pretty toys ; maintain us 
watchful a care, over his rational creatures? Does he 
chooſe the propereſt ſeaſon, for the cowſlip to ariſe, and 
drink the dews? And can he negle& the concerns, or 
misjudge the conveniencies, of his ſons and daughters? 
he, who has ſo completely diſpoſed, whatever pertains to 
the vegetable ceconomy ; that the leaſt diminution or ad. 
dition, would certainly hurt the 1 ſcheme; = 

"with 


Jam tibi nubes fugiunt ela 1 
Quas. fugant albis Zephyri quadrigis ; 
Jam tibi mulcet Boream jocantis 

a . Aura Favoad. 


Child of the 8 charming roſe, 
No longer in confinement lie; 

Ariſe to light; thy form diſcloſe; 
Rival the ſpangles of the ſky. 


| The rains are gone; the ſtorms are oer; 

a Winter retires to make thee way: | 

Come then, thou ſweetly bluſhing flow's 3 
Come, lovely ſtranger, come away. 


The fun is dreſs'd in beaming ſmiles, 
ms To give thy beauties to the day: 
8 Young Zephyrs wait, with gentleſt gal, 
ng _ To fan thy boſom, as they play. | 


* 
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over the intereſts of his own people. 5 
Be ſtill, then, thou uneaſy mortal * ; know, that Gov 
is unerringly wiſe ; and be aſſured, that, amidſt the 
greateſt multiplicity of beings, he does not overlook 
mee. Thy Saviour has given me authority to aſſert, 
that thou art of far ſuperior value, in the eſtimate of 
omnipotence, than all the herbage of the field.—lIf his 
facred will, ordains /ic4ne/s for thy portion; never dare 
to imagine, that uninterrupted health would be more 
advantageous. If he pleaſes to with-hold, or take away, 
children ; never preſume to conclude, that thy happi- 
nefs is blaſted, becauſe thy hopes of an increaſing family 
ire diſappointed. He, that marſhals all the ſtarry hoſt, 
and ſo accurately arranges every the meaneſt ſpecies of 
herbs ; HE orders all the peculiarities, all the changes of 
thy ſtate, with a vigilance, that nathing. can elude; 


ba hd % 


4 therefore, in humble acquieſcence. Reſt ſatisfied, that 
whatever is, by the appointment of heaven + , is right, 


Mt 7 on 
a Among 
* Permittas iffis expendere meminibus, quid =T 
| Conveniat 2255 rebuſque fit utile 2 
$, Nam fro jucundis aptiſſima puæęue dabunt dii; 
* Carior eft illis homo, quam ſibi.— Jur. 
Since all the downward tracts of time 


Gop's watchful eye ſurveys ; 
O! who ſo wiſe to chooſe our lot, 
And regulate our ways? 


Since none can doubt his equal love, 
Unmeaſurably kind; ; 
To his wnerring, gracious will, 
Be ev*ry wiſh reſign'd. 
Good when he gives, ſupremely good; 
Nor leſs, when he denies ; | 
Ev'n croſſes, from his ſov'reign hand, 
Are bleflings in diſguiſe. 
. Whatever is, is right.—1f Mr. Pete underſtands the maxim, ac- 
cording to the /imitation ſuggeſted above, he ſpeaks a moſt undeniable 
u glorious truth. But if that great poet includes whatever co 


: to 


without all peradventure, preſide, with equal attention, | 


— — pampe__um———__T_—__—_____——w—— een eas — —— NQ 7 —— 


inn a goodneſs, that endureth for ever.—Bow thy head, 


| 
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Among all the productions of the third creating-dy, 
this of flowers ſeems to be peculiarly deſigned for man, 
Man has the monopoly of this favour : it is conferred c 
him, by a ſort of excluſive charter. See the inge 
crown, ſplendid and beautifully grand! See the uber, 
delicate and languiſhingly fair! See all the pomp and 
glory of the parterre; where paint and perfume do won. 
ders. Yet the inferior animals are neither ſmit with theit 
beauties, nor regaled with their odours. ' The horſe ne. 
ver ſtands ſtill, to gaze upon their charms ; nor does the 
ox turn aſide, to browſe upon their ſweets. Senſes they 
have, to diſcern theſe curious vbjeQs in the gro/+ ; but ng 
taſte, to diſtinguiſb or reliſh their fine accompliſhments, 
— Juſt ſo, carnal and unenlightened men, may under- 
ſtand the literal meaning of ſcripture'; may comprehend 
the evidences of it's divine inſpiration. - Yet have 10 
ardent longing for the ſpiritual bleſſings, it offers; ſee 
« no form or tomelineſs*”* in the Saviour, it deſcribes, 
ſo as to render him the /upreme defire of their ſouls. . 


The chief end of theſe beautiful appearances, philo- 
ſophers ſay, is to enfold and cheriſh the embryo ſeed; 


or to ſwathe the tender body, during it's infant ſtate. 
But, 


to paſs, through the wild and extravagant paſſions of men; ſurely u 
thinking perſon, at leaſt: no Chriſtlan, can accede to his opinion. 
What Gop orders, is «viſe, beyond all poſſibility of correction; ut 
goods above all that we can aſk or think. His decrees, are the r- 

ult of infinite diſcernment ; and his diſpenſations, the iſſues of un- 
bounded benevolence. — But man, fallen man, is hurried away, by 
his luſts, into a thouſand irregularities ; which are deplorably evil i 
themſelves, and attended with conſequences, manifeſtly pernicious u 
ſociety.—Let the ſentiment, therefore, be reſtrained to the diſpoſal 
of Heaven, and I moſt readily ſubſcribe it. But, if it be extendel 
to the conduct of men, and the effects of their folly ;-I think myſel 
obliged, to enter my proteſt againſt it. For, whatever kindles tht 
divinẽ indignation—is cauſe of final ruin to the author —is ſtridh 
forbidden by Gop's holy word — is contrary to the whole deſign d 
his revealed will, and the very reverſe of his eſſential attribute 
This, cannot poſſibly be right. This, is moſt undoubtedly wrong 
Omnipotence, indeed, can over-rule'it, and educe good from it. Bit 
the very notion of over-ruling, ſuppoſes it to be abſolutely ur u 
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dot, whatever is the chief end of nature ;. tis certain, ſhe 
never departs from the deſign, of adminiſtering delight 
to mankind . This is inſeparably connected with her 
other views. Were it only te ſecure a reproductive 
principle, what need of ſuch elegant complications P, Why 
b much art employed, and ſo many decorations added? 
us, hould veſtments be prepared, richer than brocades ;, 
core delicate than lawns ;.and of a finer glow, than the 
WE moſt admired velvets ? If the great mother had. no o- 
der aim, than barely to accommodate her little off- 
ſpring; warm flannel, or homely fuſtian, would have 
ſerved her turn. Served ity full as well as the moſt ſumpe 
tuous tiſſues, or all the furniture of the mercer's ſhop. 
Evident then it is, that flowers were endued with ſuch: 
enchanting graces, for the pleaſure of man. In purſu : 
ance of this original intention, they have always paid 
their court to the human race; they ſtill ſeem particu+ 
larly ſolicitous of recommending themſelves to our re- 
gard. The fineſt of each ſpecies croud about our habi- 
tations; and are rarely to be ſeen, at a diſtance from our 
BY abodes. They rbrive under our cultivating hand, and 
; Wi obſerving eye; but degenerate, and pine away; if un- 
— WY regarded by their lord. To win his attention, and deck 
„na retreats, they hide their deformities under ground 
„ud diſplay nothing but the moſt graceful forms, and en- 
-ein colours to his ſight.— To merit a farther 
ol Wh of his eſteem, the generality of them diſpenſe a delight 
„nul perfume. What is ſtill more obliging, they + reſerve 
their rieche exhalations, to embalm his morning and 
\ M evening 
WY + « we 6 8 | BT 
UF thoſe 1 82 — rol . are WAS 
al «hit th eve races of lara nes e oa] cone 
4 and which are s lodged in flowers or bloſſoma. Nature ſeemy 
1 * be TN induſtrious * making the 
1 , While 
+ 1 r — 
But OR e flow'rs, | ** 
That open nowp their choice boſom'd ſmella, * 
Reſerr'd from pight, and leger thee in for, = MU 
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evening walks . Becauſe he uſually chooſes thoſe cool 
hours, to recreate himſelf among their blooming ranks; 
therefore, at thoſe hours, they are moſt laviſh of their 
fragrance, and breathe out their choiceſt ſpirits. . 
O man, greatly beloved by thy Creator! The darling 
of providence! Thou art diſtinguiſhed by bis grodnej;; 
diſtinguiſh thyſelf alſo by thy gratitude, Be it thy one 
undivided aim, to glorify him ; who has been at ſo much 
expence, to gratify thee 1—While all theſe inferior crea. 
tures, in filent ** Ae declare the glory of Gov ; do 
thou lend them thy tongue. Be thou the high-prie 
of the mute creation. Let their praiſes become vocal in 
thy fongs.—Adore the ſupreme BenefaQtor, for the ble. 
ſings he ſhowers down, upon every order of beings, 4. 
dore him for numberleſs mercies, which are appropriated 
to thyſelf. But, above all, adore him, for that noble 
gift of a rational, and immortal ſoul.— This conſtitutes 
us maſters of the globe, and gives us the real enjoyment 
of it's riches. This diſcovers. ten thouſand beauties, 
which otherwiſe had been loſt ; and renders them both 
a ſource of delight, and a nurſery of devotion, —PBy vir. 
tue of this exalted principle, we are qualified to admire 
our Maker's works, and capable of bearing his illuſtrious 
image: bearing his illuſtrious image, not only when theſe 
ornaments of the ground, have reſigned their honours; 
but, when the great origin of day, is extinguiſhed in 
theſkies ; and all the flaming orbs on high, are put out 
in obſcure darkneſs. Then to ſurvive ; to_ ſurvive the 
ruins of one world, and to enjoy Gop—to reſemble Gov 
to be filled with all the fulneſs of Gop, in ano- 
ther—What a happineſs, what an ineſtimable happi- 
neſs; is this! Yet, this is thy privilege, (barter it not, 
for trifles of an hour oy ns thy glorious prerogative, 


man! 
0: 0! th 
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e The twining jaſwine, and the bluſhing roſe, 
With laviſh grace their morning ſcents diſcloſe z 
The ſmellin{ tub'roſe and Jonquil declare | 
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ol the goodneſs, the exuberant goodneſs, of our Gov! 
I cannot forbeat celebrating it once more, before I paſs to 
another conſideration. Ho much ſhould we think our- 
ſelves obliged, to a generous friend; who ſhould S a 
fately edifice e, purely for our abode ! But, how greatly 
would the obligation be increaſed ; if the hand that built, 
ſhould alſo Furniſp it! And not only furniſh it, with all 

| ag ES ii; 55 v that 


„ 
— 


yond proper bounds, when carried to this pitch. It is my ſtedfaſt 
opinion, That the world, at leaſt this lower world, with it's various 
zppurtenances, was intended purely for man; that it is appropriated 
to him; and that he (in ſubordination to Gop's glory) is the end of 
ids creation. Other animals, tis true, partake of the Creator's be- 
refits : but then, tney partake under the notion of man's domeſticks, 
or on the foot of retainers to him; as creatures, which bear ſome 
relation to his ſervice, and ſome way or other cantribute to his good. 
So that ſtill he is the centre of the whole; or, as our incomparable 
Mltor, equally maſter of poetry and divinity, expreſſes himſelf z {£7 
tungs live for man. Par. Loft, B. XI. 161. 48 
Mr. Poe, in his ethic epiſtles, is pleaſed to explode this tenet, as 
the height of pride, and a groſs abſurdity.—For my part, I fee ne 
rexſon for ſuch a charge. With all ſubmiſſion to ſo ſuperior a genius, 
it ſeerns very remote from pride, to be duly ſenſible of favours vouch- 
lated: to contemplate them in all the extent of their munificence, and 
acknowledge them accordingly. . I ſhould rather imagine, that w 
contrat their fize, when they are immenſely large; to ſtint their num- 
ber, when they are altogether innumerable 3 that ſuch a procedure 
ſavours more of injenſibility,. than our hypotheſis of preſumption; and 
has more in it of ingratitude, than that of arrogance. . | 
And how can it be deemed an abſurdity, to maintain that Gow 
tue us a 2orld, for our poſſeſſion; when it is our duty to believe, 
that he gave us his only Son, for our propitiation ? Sure. it can he 
xcither difficult, nor extravagant to ſuppoſe, that he deſigned the ha- 
bitable globe, with it's whole furniture, for our preſent uſe; Gnce 
de with-held not his holy child Ixsus, but freely delivered him upp 
for our final ſalvation. | > 
Upon the whole; I cannot but.conclude, That the attempt of our 
famous pet is neither kind, with regard to his fellow creatures 
tor gratefu/, with regard to his Creator — neither is his ſcheme, in 
fact, rue. The attempt not kind, with regard ta man; becauſe, it 
robs him of one of the moſt delightful and raviſhing contemplations 
imaginable, To conſider the great Author of exiſtefice as having 
ne in his eye, when he farmed univerſal nature; as contriving all 
things, with an immediate view, to the exigencies of my particular 
ſate; and making them all in ſuch a manner, as might be moſt con- 
Wire o my particular ad vantage; this muſt occaſion the ſtrongeſt 


* I cannot perfuade myſelf, that the compariſon is retched be- 


l 
| 
| 
| 
| 


rkhat is commodious and comfortable; but „* is 


flowers of every hue.— The /n, like a golden lamp, it 


_ juſtly add; Neither is the ſcheme, in fact, true. For, not to men- 
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alſo, with whatever is fpleadid and delightful ! Fs, ba 
our moſt indulgent Creator done; in a manner infinite. 
ly ſurpaſſing, all we could wiſh, or imagine. 

The earth is aſſigned us for a dwelling.— The ſkies are 
ſtretehed over us like a magnificent canopy, dyed in the 
pureſt azure; and. beautified, now with pictures of 
floating filver, now with colourings of reflected crimfon, 
— The gra/s is ſpread under us, as a fpacious carpet; 
wove with filken threads of green, and damaſked with 


dung out in the ethereal vault; and pours his efful. 
gence, all the day, to lighten our paths. When night 
| | approaches, 


fatisfations, whenever I caſt a glance on the objects that ſurround 
me. Not grateful with regard to Gop; becauſe it has the moſt di- 
xe to diminiſh our ſenſe of his kindneſs, and by that 
means, to throw a damp upon our gratitude. It teaches us to look 
upon ourſelves, as almoſt loſt among a croud of other beings, or re- 
garded only with an occaſional and incidental beneficence. Which 
muſt certainly weaken the diſpoſition, and indeed flacken the ties, to 
the moſt adoring thank fulneſs.— To which, I apprehend, we may 


tion what might be urged from the ſure word of revelation, this one 
argument appears ſufficiently conclufivez The world began with 
man; the world myſt ceaſe with man; confequently, the grand uſe, 
the principal end of the world, is, to ſubſerve the intereſt of man. 
It js on all fides agreed, that the edifice was erected, when man 
was to be furniſhed with an habitation z and that it will be demoliſh- 
ed, when man has no farther need of it's accommodations. When 
he enters into the houſe not made with bands, eternal in the hea- 
vens, the earth, and all the works that are therein, ſhall be burnt 
Sup.“ From which it ſeems a very obvious and fair deduQion, 
That man is the fra cauſe of this inferior creation, 

So that I think my readers and wyſelf, 8 (not to lay 05 
the principles of gratitude, ob/iged) to uſe thoſe lovely lines of ov 
author, with a propriety and truth, equal / to their elegance and beauty; 

For me kind nature wakes her genial pow” 
Suckles each herb, and ſpreads out ev'ry flow'r! 
Annual, for me, the grape, the raſe renew 
The juice. nectareous, and the halmy dew z 
For me, the mine a thouſand treaſures brings; 
Far we, health guſhes from a thouſand ſprings. 
; | Eh, Ep. I. ver. 129 
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approaches, the moon takes up the friendly office; and 
the ars are kindled in twinkling myriads, to chear the 
darkneſs with their milder luſtre, not diſturb our repoſe 
by too intenſe a glare.— The clouds, beſides the rich 
paintings they hang around the heavens, act the part of 
a ſhifting ſcreen ; and defend us, by their ſeaſonable in- 
terpoſition, from the ſcorching beams of ſummer, May 
we not alſo regard them, as the great watering-pots of 
the globe? which, wafted on the wings of the wind, dif- 
penſe their moiſture ® evenly through the univerſal gar- 
den; and fructify, with their ſhowers, whatever our hand 

plants. — The felds are our exhauſtleſs granary. —The 
| ocean is our vaſt reſervoir.— The animals ſpend their 
ſtrength, to diſpatch our buſineſs ;' reſign their cloath« 
ing, to repleniſh our wardrobe; and. ſurrender their 
very lives, to provide for our tables.— In fhort, every 
dement is a ſtore-houſe of conveniencies; every ſeaſon 
brings us the choiceſt productions; all zature is our ca- 
terer. — And, which is a moſt endearing recommenda- 
tion of theſe favours, they are all as lovely, as they are 
uſeful. Vou obſerve nothing mean or inelegant. All 
s clad in beauty's faireſt robe, and regulated by propor- 
M 3 2 tion 8 
This circumſtance, amidſt abundance of other delicate and edi- 
fying remarks upon the wonders of nature, is finely touched in the 
þloſophical_tranjattions recorded in the book of Fob, chap. xxxviii. 
der. 15.—Tole leſkethep melen m lo hath divided a wwater-courſe . 4 
the ve flaꝛving of waters — "The Hebrew is ſo pregnant and rick 
vith ſenſe, that no tranſlation can do it juſtice. - The following para- 
phraſe, perhaps, may repreſent the ptincipal ideas 6omprehended in 
the expreſſive original.-Who has branched out, and. with admirable 
judgment, diſpoſed a variety of agueducts; for that immenſe colles- 
don of waters, which float in the ſky? Who difributes thoſe pet 
dulous floods, through all the borders of the earth; Diſtributes them, 
not in dreadful cataracts, or promiſcuous gluts of rain; but in kindly 
drops, and refreſhing ſhowers; with as much regularity and arconom 
if they were conveyed by piper from a conduit Fﬀ—To Won ſhall 
ve aſcribe that niceneſs of contrivance, which now emits; now re- 
rains them: ſometimes drives their humid train to one place, fome- 
umts to another: diſpenſes them to this ſoil in larger, to that in 
_ communications: and, in a word, ſo manages the mighty 
ua, that every ſpot is ſupplied, in exact proportion» to it'y WIN. 
done deſtroyed, 1 "Fs dC" #4 5 
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thee, with unnumbered benefits; and follows thee, with 


been & neſt for ſerpents, and the horrid haunt of veno- 
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ton's niceſt rule. The whole ſcene exhibits, a fund 
of pleaſures to the i imagination, at the fame time, that 
it more than ſupplies all our wants +. 


Therefore thou art inexcu/ab/e, O man, whoſoever 
thou art, that rebelleft againſt thy Maker. He furrounds 


an effuſion of the richeſt, nobleſt gifts. He courts thy 
affections; he ſolicits thy gratitude ; by liberalities 
which are never intermitted, by a bounty which knows 
no limits. Moſt bleſſed Loa p, let this thy goodneſß, 
thy unwearied goodneſs, lead us to repentance. /i 
us to thyſelf, thou Fountain of felicity, by theſe fect 
inducements. Draw us to our duty, thou Gop of out 
ſalvation, by theſe ** cords of love.“ 


What a living picture is here, of the beneficial effects 
of induftry / By induſtry and cultivation, this neat ſpot 
is an image of Eden. Here, is all that can entertain 
the eye, or 1 regale the ſmell. Whereas, without cul. 
givation, this ſweet garden had been a deſolate wilder- 
neſs, Vile thiſtles had made it loathſome, and tangling 
briers inacceflible. Without cultivation, it might * 


mous creatures. But, the ſpade and pruning-knife in 


tbe hand of induſtry, have improved it into a ſort of 
terreſtrial paradiſe. 


How naturally, does this lead our contemplation, to 
the advantages which flow from a virtuous education; and 
the miſeries which enſue from the $ #«g/e2 of it !—Th: Wil 


perhaps, it was from ſuch an obſervation, that the Greeks, that 
eritical and refined judges of things, append the mundaze Iten by4 
ay which y a beauty - 

1 * Thoſe ſeveral living creatures, which made for our fe- 
4 * or ſuſtenance, at the ſame time either fill the woods with theit 
e muſic, furniſh us with game, or raiſe pleaßing ideas in us by the &- 
«© lightfulneſs of their appearance. Fountains, lakes, and rivers, ® 
<< as refreſhing to the i imagination, as to the ſoil through which u 
* paſs.” Sekt. Vol. V. No. 387. 


Omni copia narium. Hon. 
Neglect i urexda "flix innofſcitur agrs, Hon, 
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mind, without early inſtruction, will, in all probability, 
decome like the ** vineyard of the luggard.” If left to 
the propenſities of it's own depraved will; what can we 
expect, but the moſt luxuriant growth of unruly appe- 
tites ; which, in time, will break forth into all manner 
of ſcandalous irregularities > What ?—but that anger, 
like a prickly thorn, arm the temper with an untracta- 
ble moroſeneſs : perewifone/s, like a ſtinging nettle, render 
the converſation irkſome and forbidding : awarice, like 
ſome choaking weed, teach the fingers to gripe, and the 
hands to oppreſs: revenge, like ſome poiſonous plant, 
replete with baneful juices, rankle in the breaſt, and me- 
ditate miſchief to it's neighbour : while unbridled 4/8, 
like ſwarms of noiſome iniects, taint each riſing thought; 
and render every imagination of the heart, only evil 
% continually. Suech, are the-ufual products of ſavage 
nature! Such, the furniture of the uncultivated ſoul! 


Whereas, let the mind be put under the nurture 
and admonition of the Loan: let holy diſcipline 
clear the foil : let ſacred inſtructions ſow it with the beſt 
ſed : let (kill and vigilance dreſs the riſing ſhoots ; di- 
rect the young ideas, how to ſpread ; the wayward paſ- 
ſions, how to move. Then, what a different ſtate of the 
inner man, will quickly take place | Charity will breathe 
her ſweets, and hope expand her bloſſoms ; the perſonal 
victues difplay their graces, and the facial ones their 
fruits : the ſentiments become generous ! the carriage 
endearing ; the life hanourable and uſeful +. a2. 


* This transformation of the heart, and renewal of the life, ws. 
repreſented in ſcripture, by fimilitudes very nearly allied to the images 
vied above. —Gop, by his ſanctifying Spirit, will make the foul as a 
watered garden. Under the operation of this divine principle, The 
deſart Hall rejoice, and bloſſom as the roſe. Wheze-ever it exerts the 
- l eee of the thorn, Hall came up the 
. * inſtead of the brier, the myrilertree, Jer. xxx. 12. Ia. 
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, O! that governors of families, and maſters of /cbu, 
would watch, with a conſcientious ſolicitude, oyer the 
_ morals of their tender charge! What pity it is, that the 
advancing generation ſhould loſe theſe invaluable en. 
dowments, through any ſupineneſs in their inſtructon 
—See! with what affiduity, the curious floriſt attends 
his little nurſery! He viſits them early and late ; fur. 
niſhes them with the propereſt mold; ſupplies then 
with ſeaſonable moiſture ; guards them from the rays 
ges of inſets ; ſcreens them from the injuries of the 
weather; marks their ſpringing buds ; obſerves then 
attentively, through their whole progreſs ; and never 
intermits his anxiety, till he beholds them blown into 
Full perfection.— And ſhall a range of painted leave 
which flouriſh to-day, and to-morrow fall to the ground 
——ſhall theſe be tended, with more zealous application, 
than the exalted faculties of an immortal ſoul! 


Yet truſt not in cultivation alone. It is the bleſſing 
of the almighty huſbandman, which imparts /ucceſs to 
ſuch labours of love. If Gop “ feal up the bottles of 
«« heaven, and command the clouds to with-hold their 
fatneſs, the beſt manured plot becomes a barren deſart, 
And if HE reſtrain the dew of bis heavenly benedi&i- 
on, all human endeavours miſcarry ; the rational plan. 
tation languiſhes; our moſt pregnant hopes, from 
youths of the moſt promiſing genius, prove ' abortive, 
Their root will be as rottenneſs, and their bloſſom awill yo 1 
as duft . Therefore let parents plant; let tutors water; 
but let both look up to the KN of Spirits, for the 
deſired increaſe. : 


" On 


peinefples we imbibe, and the habits we contract, in our early yeary 
are not matters of ſmall moment, but of the utmoſt conſequence imagina- 
ble. They not only give a tranſient or ſuperficial tinQure, to our 
ft appearance in life; but moſt commonly ſtamp the form, of out 
N * conduct, and even of our eternal ſtate, 
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On every ſide, J eſpy ſeveral budding flowers. As yet, 
they are like bales of cloth from the packer's warehouſe. 
Each is wrapt within a ſtrong encloſure, and it's con- 
tents are tied together by the firmeſt bandages. 80 
that all their beauties lie concealed, and all their ſweets 
are locked up. Juſt ſuch is the aiggaruly wretch ; whoſe 
aims are all turned inward, and meanly terminated up- 
on him/elf, Who makes his own private intereſts, ar 
perſonal pleaſures, the ſole centre of his deſigns, and 
the ſcanty circumference of his actions. | 
Ere long, the ſearching beams will open theſe filken 
folds, and draw them into a graceful expanſion. Then, 
what a lovely bluſh will glow in their cheeks ; and whax - 
a balmy odour exhale from their boſoms !—=So, when 
divine grace ſhines upon the mind, even the churl b. 
comes bountiful, The heart of ſtone is taken away ; and 
heart of fleſh, a heart ſuſceptible of the ſofteſt, moſt 
compaſſionate emotions, is introdueed in it's ſtead. Ol 
dow ſweetly do the ſocial affections dilate themſelves, 
under ſo benign an influence ! Juſt like theſe diſcloſing 
zems, under the powerful eye of day. The tender 
regards, are no longer confined to a ſingle object; but 
tend themſelves into .a generous concern for man- 
ind, and ſhed liberal refreſhments on all within their 
' each ©, | 
Ariſe then, thou Sun of Tighteouſneſs ; arife, with 
dealing under thy wings; and transfuſe thy gentle, but 
- 1 | ; | F 
* The prophet, deferibing the charieble temper, very beautifully 
ys ; If tleu draw aut thy foul to the hungry ! — This, I think, may 
pot improperly be illuſtrated by the circumſtances obſerved above. 
de opening of thoſe buds into a large and extenſive ſpread, is a pret- 
| pourtrait of the amplitude of a generous heart; which cannot ſhut 
Ip it': compaſſion, or remain unconcerned at any human calamity. 
be freeneſs and copiouſneſs, with which the expanded flowers are 
ntinually pouring out their choiceſt eſſences, may repreſent the 
ious acts of an unwearied liberality; together with thoſe endear- . 
bg words, and that cordial affection, which embalm, as it were, a 
pit; double it's value; and conſtitute what the ſacred penman ſtyles, 


Pawing out the foul, =o» Nep/hi au- Depron ſeris ann tvam. Ia. 
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i ray, through all our intellectual power, 
Inlarge every zarrow diſpoſition, and fill us with a 4% 
F#five benevolence. Make room in our breaſts, for the 


+pineſs ; but feel their miſeries as our own, and, withz 
" brother's ſympathy, haſten to relieve them 


ſtrong and Parely falks. They ſtand like towers, alon 
amidſt the group of houſes. They part, at the top, in 


a form, which conſtitutes a perfect circle ; Jpread wid 


_ tinged with the colour, which! is ſo peculiarly cap 


| Fondneſs for the ſun. When the evening. ſhades t. 


like ſome forlorn lover, baniſhed from the object of his 


| n and it's nn tenants, are fo many live 


a 


whole human race; and teach us to love all our fellow. 
creatures, for their amiable Creator's ſake. May we hx 
Pleaſed with their excellencies, and rejoice in their hay. 


Diſpoſed at proper diſtances, I obſerve a range 
the walls of a fortified city; or riſe like lofty ſpire, 


to ſeveral penſile ſpiky pods. From each of which, ne 
ſhall ſoon ſee a fine figure diſplaying itſelf : rounded inty 


open, into the moſt frank and communicative air; ; a 


ing to the miſer's eye. 
But the property I chiefly admire, is it's be 


place, the poor flower droops, and folds up it's leaves 
It mourns all the long night, and pines amidſt the gloom, 


affections. No ſooner does providence open * the eye 
«« lids of the morning,” but it meets “ and welcome 
the returning light; courts and careſſes it, all the day 
nor ever loſes ſight of the refulgent charmer, ſo long a 
he continues above the horizon !—In the morning, yd 
may perceive it, preſenting a golden boſom to the eal 
at noon, it points upward, to the middle ſky ; in tht 
evening, follows the fame attractive influence to ti 
weſt. | 

Surely, nature is a book, and eyery page rich wit 
facred hints. To an attentive mind, the garde» tum 
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rmons. What an engaging pattern, and what an ex- 
llent leſſon, have we here !—So, let the redeemed ot 
e Lord /cok unte JESUS“, and be conformed to their 
teloved. Let us all be beliorropes (if I may uſe the ex- 
reſſion) to the Sun rigbreouſneſt. Let our paſſions” 
iſe and fall; take this courſe or that; as his word de- 
-rmines, as his holy example guides. Let us be fo ac- 
mmodated both to his commanding and providential 
jill, as the wax is turned to the imprinted ſeal ; or, as 
he aſpect of this enamoured flower, to the ſplendid ſtar, 
ich creates our day. | 5 
In every enjoyment, O thou watchful chriſtian, look 
nto Jes us; receive it as proceeding from his love, 
nd purchaſed by his agonies +.—In every tribulation 
zok unto JesUs 3 mark his gracious hand, managing 
he ſcourge or mingling the bitter cup ; attempering it 
oa proper degree of ſeverity ; adjuſting the time of it's 
ontinuance; and ready to make theſe ſeeming diſaſters 
productive of real good. —In every infirmity and fail- 
g. look unto Jesvs, thy merciful high-prieſt ; plead- 
ve his atoning blood, and making interceſſion for tranſ- 
<«Wrcllors.—In every prayer look unto ]zs vs, thy prevail- 
mg advocate; recommending thy devotions, and bear- 
ing the iniquity of thy holy things 1: -in every temp- 
ion look unto Jesus, the author of thy ſtrength, 
d Captain of thy ſalvation ; who alone is able to lift 
p the hands which hang down, to invigorate the enfee- 
led knees, and make thee more than conqueror over all 
ly enemies, But eſpecially, when the hour of thy de- 


ii urg approaches; when * thy fleſh and thy — 
an;“ when all the {prings of life are irreparably 
% breaking 3 
, * Heb. xii. 2. : 
7 + He ſunk beneath our heavy woes, 
m 5 To raiſe us to his throne : 
ve There's not a gift his hand beſtows, 
Nut W a groan. _—_ 


t Exod. xxvili. 38. 
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breaking; ben look unto Jzsvs with a. believing eyed 
Like expiring Stephen, behald him ſtanding at the right. 
hand of God, on purpoſe to ſuccour his people, in thi 
their laſt extremity. Yes, my chriſtian friend; whe 
thy journey through life is finiſhed, and thou art arm 
ed on the very verge of mortality; when thou art ju 
launching out into. the inviſible world, and all befors 
thee is vaſt eternity; then, O then, be ſure to look ſted. 
faſtly unto ]zsvs! See by faith the Loa y's CRE. 
View him, as the only. way +, to the everlaſting ma. 
" ſions; as the only door t, to the abodes of bliſs. 

Vonder tree, which faces the ſouth, has ſomething 
too remarkable to paſs without obſervation. —Like the 
fruitful, though feeble vine, ſhe brings forth a largs 
family of branches : but, unable to ſupport them her. 
ſelf, commits them to the tuition of a ſunny wall, A 
yet, the tender twigs have ſcarce gemmed their futun 
bloſſoms. However, I may anticipate the well-knom 
productions; ; and picture to myſelf the palſion- rum 
Which will, in due time, with a long and copious | ſuc- 
ceſſion, adorn the boughs. 


I have read, in a /atin author, of flowers inſcribel 
with the names of kings 5: but here is one, emblaz- 
oned with the marks of the bleeding Prince of Life. 
read, in the inſpired writings, of apoſtolic men; vis 
bore. about in their bodies, the dying. of the Lon 
Jesvs||: but here is a. blooming religio/o, that cam 
apparent memorials of the ſame tremendous and fatal 
taſtrophe.— Who would have expected to find „ 
tragedy of woe, exhibited in a collection of the mol 
delicate delights ?—Or, to ſee Calvary's horrid. — 
pourtrayed on the ſofteſt ornaments of the garden ?- 

nati 


® Lock unto ME, and be ye ſaved, all the. ends of the varts 1 


ald. 22. 
+ John xiv. 6. f John x. 9. 
Dic, ibus in terris inſcripti nomina regum 
3 Naſeantur flore — VII o. 
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uture then actuated by the noble ambition, of paying 
unnemorati ve honours to her agonizing Sovereign? Is 
the kindly officious to remind forgetful mortals, of that 
miracle of mercy ; which it is their duty to contemplate, 
and their happineſs to believe ?—Or, is a /portive ima- 
gination my interpreter ; and all the ſuppoſed re. 
blance, no more than the precarious gloſs of fan 

Be it ſoz yet even fancy has her merit, when ſhe a 
forth, in ſuch pleaſing imagery, the crucified Igsus. 
Nor ſhall I refuſe a willing regard, to imagination her- 
ſelf ; whea the employs her creative powers, to revive the 
ſenſe of ſuch unparalleled love, and —_— my ow 
tude to ſo divine a friend. 

That /piral rendril, ariſing from the bottom of "Y 
ſtalK; is it a repreſentation of the ſcourge, which laſhed 
the Redeemer's unſpotted fleſh; and inflicted thoſe 
ſtripes, by which our ſouls are healed ? Or, is it twiſted 
for the cord, which bound his hands in painful and ig- 
nominious confinement : thoſe beneficent hands, whick, 
mere incefſantly ſtretched out to unlooſe the heavy bur- 
lens, and to impart bleſſings of every choice kind? 
Behold the nails, which were drenched in his ſacred 
reins, and riveted his feet to the accurſed tree: thoſe - 
beautiful“ feet, which always went about doing good; 
and travelled far and near, to ſpread the glad tidings of 
rerlaſting ſalvation.—See the hammer, ponderous and 
maſſy, which drove the rugged irons through the ſhi- 
ering nerves; and forced a paſſage for thoſe dreadful - 
edges, between the diſlocated bones. View the horns, 
hich incircled our royal Maſter's brow, and ſhot their 
n — points into his bleſſed head. O the 
the racking ſmart! when, inſtead of the tri- 
hal laurel, or the odoriferous garland, that pungent 
ae — wreath, was ur on the meek Meſſiah's 
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forchead ! When violent and barbarqus blows of the 
ſtrong eaſtern cane“, ſtruck the prickly crown, and fxe 
every thorn deep in his throbbing temples + !=Then 
ſand the 4;/ciples, ranged in the green impalement ; ay 
forming a circle, round the inſtruments of their greu 
Commander's death. - They appear like ſo many faith, 
ful adherents, who breathe a gallant reſolution, either 
of defending their Logs v to the laſt extremity, or 
dropping honourably by his ſide. | But did they give 
ſuch proofs of zeal and fidelity in their conduR, as thei 
ſteady poſture, and determined aſpect, ſeem to promiſe} 
Alas! what is all human firmneſs, when deſtitute of ſuc, 
cours from above, but an expiring vapour, What f 
every ſaint, if unſupported by powerful grace, but an: 
bandoned 7raiter — Obſerve the glery, delineated in 
double rays, grand with imperial purple, and rich with 
ethereal blue. But ah! how incapable are threads, tho 
ſpun by ſummer's fineſt hand; though dyed in ſnows, 
or dipped in heaven; to diſplay the immaculate excel. 
lency of his human, or the ineffable majeſty of his d. 
vine nature! Compared with theſe ſublime perfeQons 
the moſt vivid aſſemblage of colours, fades into an u- 
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| * They took the reed, ſays the ſacred hiſtorian, and ſinote him on ti 
| head; „ and ſo, as it were, nailed down the, thorns into his for- 
« head and temples, and occaſioned thereby exquiſite pain, as well 8 
« 2 great effuſion of blood. Family Expoſitor, Vol. II. ſect. 188. 
<c It is moſt probable,” adds the ſame judicious critic, this was a walk 
44 ing-ſtaff, which they put into his hand as a ſceptre; for a % 
«« with a flight reed would ſcarce have been felt, or have deſerved 
% mention in a detail of ſuch dreadful Tufferings.” +7 


. 

+ The ſmart, attending this unparalleled piece of contempt and b 
barity, muſt be inexpreſſibly ſevere: not only, on account of the ma 
painful punctures made in the fleſh ; but principally,” becauſe the ft 
riſteum, an exquiſitely ſenſible tegument of the bones; lying, in (00% 
parts, very near the 2 ſkin, muſt receive a multitude of terridl 

* wounds. The anguiſh of which, could not fall of being inſlamel 
an exceſs of rage, by the continuance of To many thorny lancety 
that extremely tender membrane; which, in ſuch a caſe, 
trembling alive all o'er, $0 

- Muſt ſmart and agonize at ev'ry pore, 


* 
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meaning flatneſs; the moſt charming. effects of light and 


blank. 4 
Among all the beauties, which ſhine in ſunny robes, 
and ſip the ſilver dews ; this, I think, has the noble im- 


aſſigned to this amiable candidate; which has ſo emi- 
bearing ſuch a remarkable reſemblance tothe righ- 
« teous Branch; the Plant of rehown .“ While others 
appoint it a place in the parterre ; I would tranſplant 
cancy, to my heart. There let it bloom, both in ſum- 


raters, and with an undecaying luſtre. That I may 
alſo wear wear on my very ſoul; the traces of Imma- 


fons. That I alſo may be crucified with Cuaisr +; at 
leaſt in penitential remorſe, and affeQionate ſympathy. 
That I may 4#rowv the felloeauſbip of his ſufferingst ; and 
mortified by his death. 


which, on account of it's very uncommon qualities, de- 


that ſhe dares not venture herſelf abroad in the open 


lives Cloiſtered in the cells of a green-houſe. But, the 


2 2 the 
* do the bleſſed Ixus is deſcribed, Fer, xxill. 5. Brel, xxxiv. g. 


t Gal: il, 20, L Phil. ili. 10. 


ſhade, are not only mere daublings, but an abſolute 


pert, if not the fineft preſence. Were they all to paſs in 
review, and expect the award of ſuperiority from my 
deciſion ; I ſhould not hefitate a moment. Be the prize 


rently diſtinguiſhed, and fo highly dignified herſelf, by 


the paſſion- flower, or rather transfer it's ſacred ſigniſi- 


mer and in winter; bloom, in the moſt impreſſive cha- 


xVEL ; pierced for my fins, and bruiſed for my tranſgreſ- 


feel all my evil affections, wounded by his agonies, 
There is another fubject of the verdant kingdom, 


maids my particular notice. One, ſo extremely diffi= 
dent in her diſpoſition, and delicate in her conſtitution ; 


ar: but is nurſed up in the warmth of a hor-bed, and 


moſt curious peculiarity is, that, of all her kindred ſpecies, 

he alone partakes of perceptive life ; at leaſt advances 
neareſt to this moſt, exalted ſtate of being; and may be 
looked upon as the link, which connects the animal and 
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the vegetable world. A ſtranger, obſerving her mot. 
ons, would almoſt be induced to ſuſpect, that ſhe is endy. 
ed with ſome inferior degrees of conſciouſneſs and ciu, 
tion. For, if you offer to handle this /en/itive-plan, 
ſhe immediately takes an alarm; haſtily contracts her 
fibres; and, like a perſon under apprehenſions of vo- 
lence, withdraws from your finger, in a kind of preei- 
pitate di/order. Perhaps the beauty of her aſpect might 
be ſullied, or the niceneſs of her texture diſcompoſed, 
by tite human touch. Therefore, like a coy virgin, ſhe 


Tecedes from all becoming, familiarities ; and will ad. 


mit no ſuch improper, if not pernicious freedoms, 


Whatever be the cauſe of this unuſual effect; it ſug. 
geſts an inſtructive admonition to the chriſtian. Such 
ſhould be our apprehenſive timorous care, with regard 
to fin; and all, even the moſt diitant, approaches of 
vice. So ſhould we avoid the very appearance of evil, 
and ſtand aloof from every occaſion of falling. —If ſin- 
ners entice ; if forbidden pleaſures tempt ; or if op- 
portunity beckon, with the gain of injuſtice in her hand: 
O!] turn from the gilded ſnare ; touch not the beauteous 
bane ; but fly, fly with haſte, flv without any delay, 
from the bewitching ruin.— Does anger draw near with 
her lighted torch, to kindle the flame of reſentment in 
our breaſts? Does flatter ply our ears, with her enchant- 
ing and intoxicating whiſpers ? Would di iſcontent lay her 
leaden hand upon our temper, and mould into our 
minds her four leven ; in order to make us a burden to 
ourſelves, and unamiable to others? Inſtantly let us di- 
vert our attention from the dangerous objects; and not 
ſo much endeavour to antidote, as to Sun, the moral con- 
tagion. Let us revolve in our meditations, that wonder- 
ful meet ueſi of our diſtreſſed Maſter ; which, amidſt the 
moſt abuſive and provoking ioſults, maintained an uni- 
form tenour of unſhaken ſerenity. Let us contemplate 
that prodigious humiliation ; which brought him, from 
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an infinite height above all worlds, to make his bed in | 
the duſt of death. Let us ſooth our jarring, our uneaſy | 
paſſions, with the remembr ance of that chearfulneſs and 
r:fienation ; which rendered him, in the deepeſt poverty, 
unfeignedly thankful ; and under the heavieſt tribula- 
tions, moſt ſubmiſlively patient. | 
Harbour not, on any conſideration, the betrayer of 
your virtue. Be deaf, inflexibly deaf, to'every beguil- 
ing ſolicitation, If it obtrude into the unguarded heart; 


give it entertainment, no, not for a moment. To par- 9 


ley with the enemy, is to open a door for deſtruction. 
Our ſafety conſiſts in flight: and, in this caſe, ſſpi- 
cion is the trueſt prudence ; fear, the greateſt bravery. 
Play not on the brink of the precipice. Flutter not 
round the edges of the flame. Dally not with the 
ſtings of death. But reject, with a becoming mixture 
of ſolicitude and abhorrence, the very firſt inſinuations 
of iniquity : as cautiouſly, as the /marting /ore ſhrinks 
even from the ſofteſt hand; as conſtantly, as this jealous 
flant recoils at the approaching touch“. 3 96 
| N 3 Not 
* The prophet Jſaiah, in an elegant and lively deſcription of che 
wright man, ſays, He fhaketh his hands from —Y bribes 3 and, I 


may add, from\praftifing any kind of iniquity. e image, exceed 
ngly beautiful, and equally expreſſive, both illuſtrates and enforces , 


the doctrine of this whole ſection.— Stateth his hands; juſt as a per- 
ic ſon would do, who happens to have burning coals fall into his lap, or 
0 ſome venomous creature aſtening upon his fleſh. In ſuch a caſe, none 


would ſtand a moment to conſider, or to debate with himſelf the en- 
pediency of the thing. He would inſtantly fling off the pgrnicidus 
ncumbrance ; inſtantly ' endeavour to diſengage himſelf, from the 
clinging miſchief.— Ila. xxxiii. 15. | 
[ have repreſented the danger, of not extinguiſhing immediately 
tte very ft ſparks of temptation, in a variety of views. Becauſe, a 
oper behaviour, in this conjuncture, is of ſuch vaſt importance to 
de purity, the ſafety, and the comfort of our minds. — Becauſe, I 
the royal moraliſt in my eye; who, deterring his pupils from the 
Rd of the wicked, cries; with an air of deep concern, and in, the 
unge of vehemen: importunity ; tries, Avoid it; paſs not by it; 
wn jrom it; and paſs away. How ſtrongly is the counſel urged, b 
lo frequently repeated ; in ſuch a remarkable aiverſiry of concith 
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Co conſequently forcible and prefling admonitions ! Prov, 
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A fairer red ſtands bluſhing in the roſe, 
* 
N 
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bloom of celeſtial beauty, Exalted, refined, and lor. 
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Not long ago, theſe curious productions of the ſpring, 
were coar/e and miſ-ſhapen roots. Had we opened-the 
earth, and beheld them in their feed; how uncouth ahd 
contemptible had their appearance been !—But: now 
they are the boaſt of nature; the delight of the fon of 


men ; finiſhed patterns for enamelling and embroidery; 


outſhining even the happieſt ſtrokes of the pencil. They 
are taught to bloom, but with a very inferior luſtre“, 
in the richeſt tapeſtries, and moſt magnificent ſilks, 
Art never attempts to equal their incomparable elegan- 
cies ; but places all her merit, in copying after theſe de. 
licate originals, Even thoſe, who glitter in ſilver, or 
whoſe cloathing is of wrought gold; are deſirous to 
borrow additional ornaments, from a ſprig of jeſſamine, 
or a little aſſemblage of pinks. * 

What a fine idea may we form, from TRey of the 
reſurrectien of the juft, and the ſtate of their re- animated 
bodies! As the roots even of our choiceſt flowers, when 
depoſited in the ground, are rude and ungraceful ; but, 
when they ſpring up into blooming life, are moſt ele- 
gant and ſplendid ; ſo, the fleſh of a ſaint, when com- 
mitted to the duſt, alas! what. is it? A heap of corrupti- 
on; a maſs of putreſying clay. But, when it obeys the 
great archangel's call, and ſtarts into a new exiſtence; 
what an aſtoniſhing change enſues ! What a moſt en- 
nobling improvement takes place — That which ws 
ſown in weakneſs, is raiſed in all the vivacity of peu. 
That which was ſown in deformity,/\s raiſed in the 


fied, it will ſhine „as the brightneſs of the firmament, 


when it darts the inimitable blue, through the fleeces= 


the ſnowy fleeces of ſome cleaving cloud. | 
| Fear 


The cowſlip ſmiles in brighter yellow dreſt, 
Than that which veils the nubile virgin's breaſt: 


Than that which on tae bridegroom” s veſiments flows. 
_ TTY. 
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the appointed time, to deſcend into the tomb; Thy 
ful thou mayſt truſt with thy omnipotent Redeemer, 
whois Lok D of the unſeen world; * who has the keys 
« of hell, and of death.“ ' Moſt ſafely mayſt thou truſt 
thy better part, in thoſe beneficent hands, which were 
pierced with nails, and faſtened to the ignominious tree, 
for thy ſalvation.— With regard to thy earthly taberna- 


built upon a diviner plan, and in a more heavenly form. 
If it retires into the ſhadow of death, and lies immured 
in the gloom of the grave; it is only to return, from a 
ſhort confinement, to endleſs liberty. If it falls into 
diffolution, it is in order to riſe more illuſtrious from 
it's ruins ; and wear an infinitely brighter face of per- 
fection, and of glory. | 


up a /amentation, for theſe lovelieſt productions of the ve- 
getable world. For, I foreſee their approaching doom. 
Yet a little while, and all theſe pleaſing ſcenes vaniſh. 
Yet a little while, and all the ſweets of the breathing, 
all the beauties of the blooming ſpring, are no more. 
Every one of theſe amiable forms, muſt be ſhriveled to 
deformity, and trodden to the earth.—Significant re- 
ſemblance this, of all created beauty. Al! fieſ is graſt; 
like the green herbage, liable and prone to fade. Nay, 


what the world generally admires, 7s as the flower of the 
feld® ; which loſes it's gloſs, decays and periſnhes, more 
ſpeedily than the graſs itſelf. —Behold then, ye brighteſt 
among the daughters of Eve; behold yourſelves, in this 
glas. See the charms of your perſen eclipſed, by the 
luſtre of theſe little flowers; and the frailty of your 
fate repreſented t, by their tranſient glories. A fever 
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Fear not, then, thou faithful chriſtian ; fear not, at 


de, be not diſmayed. - It is taken down, only to be re- 


Having, now, made my paneg yric ; let me, next, take 


all the geodlineſs thereof, it's fineſt accompliſhments and 
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an er ons in death ho will you ſuſtain the 
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may. ſcorch thoſe poliſhed- veins ;. a conſumption may 
emaciate the dimpling cheeks ; and a load of unexpetted 
ſorrows, depreſs thoſe lively ſpirits, Or ſhould thele 
diſaſters, in pity, ſpare the tender frame; yet age, in 

exorable age and wrinkles, will aſſuredly come at laſt; 
will wither all the fine features, and blaſt oy ſprigh 


if grace. 4 


Then, ye fair, when thoſe ſparkling eyes are dark. 
ened, and ſink in their orbs ; when they are rolling in 


afflic. 
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The reader will excuſe me, if I imitate, rather than tranſlate, theſe 
lines from Theocritus. If I vary one image, add another, and give a 
new turn to the whole. 


. {11-4 When ſnows'deſcend, and robe the fields 
In avinter's bright array; 
'- Touch'd by the ſun, the luſtre fades, 
And weeps itſelf away. 
When * appears; when violets blow, 
hed a rich perfume; 
How © ſoon the fragrance breathes it's Jak! 
How ſhort-liv'd is the bloom 


Freſh in the morn, the ſummer roſe 
Hangs withering ere tis noon 3 
We ſcazce enjoy the balmy gift, 
But mourn the pleaſure gone. 
Wich gliding fire, an evening ftar 
Streaks the autumnal ſkies; 
Shook from the gy Bro it darts away, 
And, in an inſtant,, dies. 
Susi are the charms, TED 
1 2 And ſparkle in the ey 
&, from the lovely finih'd form 
The trankent graces ff. 
To this the ſeaſons, as they roll, 
Their atteſtation bring : 
+ 'They warn the fair; their ey'ry round 
> Confirms on truth I ang. 
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afition ? How will you repair the loſs Apply your 
thoughts to religion. Attend to the one thing needful. 
Believe in, and imitate the bleſſed Jesus. Then ſhall 
your ſouls mount up to the realms of happineſs ; ; when 
the well proportioned clay, is mingling with it's mean 
original, The light of Gop's countenance will irradi- 
ate, with matchleſs and conſummate perfection, all their 
exalted faculties. Cleanſed intirely from every dreg of 
corruption, Tike Tome unſullied mirror, they will reflect 
the complete image of their Creator's holineſs.—O ! 
that you would thus dreſs your minds, and prepare for 


ellow-creatures on earth; you ſhall be tranſlated, to 
ſhine around the throne of 8 Then, from bein g the 
ſweeteners of our life, and the delight of our eyes, here 
below; you ſhall paſs, by af eaſy tranſition, into angels 
pf light ; and become an everlaſting excellency, the 
joy of all generations. 


Ter; ye fiowery nations, ye muſt all dicey,—Yookes 
ly, that looks like the queen of the gay creation—See, 
bow gracefully it erects it's majeſtic head! What an air 


ated mien, as well as for incomparable luſtre, juſtly 
ay it be preferred to the magnificent monarch of the 
alt“. But, all ſtately and charming as it is, it will 
adly ſurvive a few more days. That unſpotted white- 
eſs, muſt quickly be tarniſhed ; and ths ſnowy form, 
filed in the duſt. | 


As the lily pleaſes, with the noble ſimplicity of it's 
ppearance ; the tulip is admired for the gaiety and 


anted, or enamelled with ſuch a profuſion of dyes. 
's tinges are ſo glowing ; it's contraſts ſo ſtrong ; and 
earrangement of them both, ſo elegant and artful ! 
Twas lately the pride of the border, and the reign». 


ing 
® Matt. vi. 29. 


the immortal ſtate ! Then, from ſhining among your 


f dignity and grandeur ennobles it's aſpect! For ele- 


utiplicity of it's colours. Never was cup, either 


* 
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ing beauty of the delightful ſeaſon. As exquiſitely fag 
as the rainbow, and almoft as extremely tranſient, I 
ſpread, for a little moment, it's glittering plumage; 
but has, now, laid all it's variegated and ſuperior bo- 
nours down. Thoſe radiant ſtripes are blended, ala! 
rudely blended with common mold, 
Io a graceful ſhape, and blooming complexion, the 
roſe adds the moſt agreeable perfume. Our noſtrils 
make it repeated viſits, and are never weary of drinking 
in it's ſweets. A fragrance, ſo peculiarly rich and n. 
viving, tranſpires from it's opening tufts ; that ever 
one covets it's acquaintance. How have I ſeen even the 
accompliſhed Chariſſa, for whom ſo many votaries lan. 
guiſh, fondly carefling this little flower! That lorch 
boſom, which is the ſeat of innocence and virtue; whoſe 
leaſt excellency it is, to rival the delicacy of the purel 
ſhows; among a thouſand-charms of it's own, thinks 
it poſſible to adopt another from the damaſk roſe-bud, 
— Yet, even this univerſal favourite muſt fail. It's m. 
tive baim eannot preſerve it from putrefaGion. Soon, 
ſoon, muſt it reſign all thoſe endearing qualities ; and 
hang negleQed on it's ſtem, or drop deſpiſed to the 
ground. | 

One could wiſh, methinks, theſe moſt amiable of the 
inanimate race, a longer exiſtence: but in yain. They 
Fade, almoſt as ſoon as they flouriſh, Within leſs than 
month, their glories are extinct. Let the ſun take af 
more journeys through the ſky ; then viſit this inchant 
ing walk; and you will find nothing, but a wretcle« 
wilderneſs of ragged or naked ſtalks. —But (my ſe 
exults in the thought) the garment of celeſtial gl 
which ſhall ere long array the re- animated body, . 
never wax old, The illuſtrious robes of a Saviour's cht 
ſummate righteouſneſs, which even now adorn the juſtine 
ſpirit; are incorruptible and immortal. No moth ci 
corrode their texture; no number of ages ſully the 
brightneſs. The light of day may be quenched, . 


- 
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all the ſtars ſink in obſcurity ; but, the honours of · juſt 
«men made perfect,“ are ſubjet to no diminution, 
[nextinguiſhable and unfading, is the luſtre of their 
crown. | | N ; | | 
Ye ; ye flowery nations, ye muſt all decay. Winter, 
like ſome enraged and irreſiſtible conqueror, that carries 
fire and ſword, where-ever he advances: that demoliſhes 
towns; depopulates countries; ſpreads flaughter and 
deſolation, on every ſide—So, juſt ſo, will avinter, with 
his ſavage and unrelenting blaſts, invade this beautiful 
proſpet. The ſtorms are gathering, and the tempeſts 
muſtering their rage, to fall upon the vegetable king- 
dams. They will ravage through the dominions of na- 
ture; and plunder her riches, and lay waſte her charms. 
Then, ye trees, muſt ye ſtand ſtript of your verdant ap- 
parel; and, ye fields,. be ſpoiled of your waving trea- 
ſures. Then, the earth, diſrobed of all her gay attire, 
muſt fit in ſables, like a diſconſolate widow. The ſun 
too, who now rides in triumph round the world, and 
ſcatters gaiety from his radiant eye, /will:then look faint- 
ly from the windows of the ſouth ;/ and, caſting a ſhort 
glance on our dejected world, will leave us to the un- 
comfortable gloom of tedious nights. Then, theſe pret- 
ty choriſters of the air, will chant no more to the gentle 
pales, The lark, the linnet, and all the feathered 
longſters, abandon their notes, and indulge their woes. 
The harmony of the woods is at an end; and filence 
lunleſs it be interrupted by howling winds) à ſullen fi- 
lence ſits brooding upon the -boughs ; which are now 
made vocal, by a thouſand warbling throats. 

But (ſweet recollection! raviſhing expeRation !) the 
ng: of /aints in light, never admit a pauſe for ſadneſs. 
All heaven will reſound with the melody of their grati- 

de; and all eternity echo to their triumphant acclama- 
tions. The hallelujahs of that world; and the harmo- 
ous joy of it's inhabitants; will be as — the 
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divine perfeQions, they celebrate. —Come then, hd 
love, and tune my heart; deſcend, celeſtial fire, 1 
touch my tongue; that I may ſtand ready to ſtrike up, aui 
bear my part, in that great hoſanna, that everlaſting 
l „ e eee 
u; yer; ge (flowery mations, ye muſt all decay, 
And, indeed, could you add the ſtrength of an oak, v 
| the ſtability of a/pyramid®, to all the delicacy of you 
texture; yet ſhort, exceeding ſhort, even then, would 
your duration be. For I ee, that all things come ts a 
end. The pillars of nature are tottering. The foun. 
dations of the round: world are falling away. “ The 
«© heavens themſelves wax old like a garment.” —But, 
amidſt theſe views of general ruin, here is our refuge; 
this is our conſolation ; we &now, that our Redeemer liv- 
| eth. Thy years, bleſſed Jes us, ſhall not fail. From 
| everlaſting to everlaſting, thou art ſtill the ſame : the 
fame moſt excellent and adorable perſon; the ſame omi. 
potent and faithful friend; the ſame all- ſufficient and in- 
eſtimable portion. O] may we but partake of thy me. 
rits; be ſanctified by thy grace; and received into thy 
glory — Then periſh, if ye will, all inferior delights, 
Let all that is lendid in the ſkies, expire; and all that 


— —— — * — 


—— — 


— 
—̃ — 


—— 


” —— — 


r — — 
—— — — 4 ate. „% = . TP c«% ]i r? yer ST 4 
— — * — — — —ũ—ĩ— — — — — 
— — — — - 


_— —— ——— —C— 
— r ̃ r è - ] eee 
>. 1 — 


ah r A oa ao 


== =! 


I know not any performance, in which the r of 
theſe moſt durable monuments of human grandeur, is hinted with 
ſuch a modeſt air of inſtructionz or their hideous ruin deſcribed, i 
ſuch a pomp of pleafing horror; as in a ſmall, but ſolemn, picture 
que, and . majeſtic poem, intitled — THz Ruins or Roux, inn 
by the Rev. Mr. Dyzz. Whom the reader (if he has the pleaſun 
of peruſing that beautiful piece) will eaſily ,perceive, to have take c 
his draughts from the origina/s themſelves; as nothing but the 
fight of thoſe magnificent remains, could: have inſpired his lines with 
ſuch vivacity.-As a ſpecimen of the work, and a confirmation d 
— remark ſuggeſted above, 1 take leave to tranſcribe the follow 
N age: * b Tt, , 


: — — — he pilgrim oft, g „ ˖ 
At dead of night, mid his oraiſon hears 
Aghaſt the voice of time, diſparting tow rt, 
Tumbling all precipitate down daſhed, 

Rattling around, loud thund'ring to the moon. 
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\ n/able in nature, tie expunged. Let the whole ex- 


ble void; one univerſal blank. Let, if God be ou 
ve ſhall have cnongb. If Gop be ours, we ſhall have 
ind abound . AU that our circumſtances can want, of 
zur wiſhes crave, to make ug inconceivably bleſſed and 
appy. Bleſſed and happy, not only through this little 
interval of time, but wn the unmeaſurable oven 
tions of eternity. 


The ſum is, now, come forth in | his frengih ! und 

beats fiercely, upon my throbbing pulſe.— Let me retire 
to yonder inviting arbor. There, the woodbines retain 
he lucid drop; there, the jeſſamines, which line the 
verdant alc6ve, are ſtill impearled, and deliciouſly wet 
with dews. Welcome, ye refreſhing ſhades ! I feel, I 
feel, your chearing influence. My languid ſpirits re- 
vive; the ſlackened ſinews are new ſtrung ; and life 
bounds briſker, through all her crimſon channels, 


Reclined on this moſſy couch; and ſurrounded by this 
fragrant coldneſs ; let me renew my aſpirations, to the 
rer-preſent Deity. Here, let me remember, and imi- 
tate, the pious Auguſtine, and his mother Monica. Who, 
ing engaged in diſcourſe on the beauties of the viſible 
creation; roſe, by theſe ladders, to the glories of the 
inviſible ſtate. Till they were inſpired with the moſt af- 
ding ſenſe, of their ſuper-eminent excelleney; and ac- 
tuated with the moſt ardent breathings, after their full 
noyment. Inſomuch, that they were almoſt wrapt up 
into the bliſs, they contemplated ; and ſcarce knew. 
vhether they were in the body, or out of the body.“ 
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if diſtreſs, are heard from the bellowing deep; and me- 
ancholy tokens of ſhipwreck, come floating on the 
jaming ſurge; then, how delightful to ſtand ſafe on 
0 „ . . —_— 

» His hand th gel rand abu l 48. 


And a .nor feels the idle whirl. 
* 3 No. IV. * 


tent of creation, be turned again into one undiſfinguiſu—- 


When zempefts toſs the ocean; when plaintive ſignals 


— 


more, and hug one's ſelf in conſcious ſecurity · .—Whea 


, pleaſing !—-Such, methinks;' is my. preſent fituatinn 
For, now, the fun blazes from on high : the air glow 


| beneath the defence of the Met High," and abide ances 
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a glut of waters, burſts from ſome mighty torrent; rub, 
s headlong over all the neighbouring plains:; ſweey 
away the helpleſs cattle; and drives the affrighted ſhy. 
Herd from his hut: then, from the top of a diſtant en. 
nence, to deſery the danger, we need not fear; hoy 


with his fire: the fields are rent with chinks : the 
roads are ſcorched to duſt : the woods ſeem to contra 
a ſickly aſpect, and a ruſſet huc : the traveller, broiled 
As he rides, haſtens to his inn, and intermits his jour 
ney.: the labourer, bathed in ſweat, drops the ſcytbe 
and deſiſts from his work : the cattle flee to ſome ſhady 
covert, or elſe pant and toſs under the burning nook, 
Even the ſtubborn rock, ſmit with the piercing beams 
is ready to cleave. All things languiſs, beneath the 
dazzling deluge—while I ſhall. enjoy a, cel hour, an 
calm reflection; amidit the gloom of this bowery 
which ſcarce admits one ſpeck of ſunſhine. . 


Thus, may both the flock, and tbeir ſhepherd, 4 


* — — Y — — 


— — — — } 


fade of the Almighty,+, Then, though f the pefilas 
walketh in darkneſs, and the /fiekne/s deſtroyeth at no- 
day; though thouſands fall beſide us, and ten th 
ſands at our right-hand; we need fear no evil. Eithe 
the deſtroying angel ſhall paſs over our houſes; or ell 
he ſhall diſpenſe the corrections of a: friend, not ti 
I of an mae ; mo def hurting us, {bu 


5 
9714 y 


3 271 


* As Lucretius gave the hint for theſe obſervations ; ſo he — 
- the reaſon of the pleaſure ſpecified. ' It ariſes, not from the cor 
ation of another"s miſery; this wopld argue the rankeſt — 
but from the agreeable, 5 of our own perſona | 7 
* Which, while we view ä „ that are perhicious to on! 
but farmlefs to ourſelves, is not a little heightened be the cont! 
Suave Mari gro, &c. | 
+ Pſalm xci. * 
1 This was weitten,: 4 infectious and Dort die- 
exged in the 9 
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ork for our good. — Then, though preſuneneſi and in- 
lig, far more malignant evils; breathe deadly conta- 
gion, and taint the morals of multitudes around us 4 
yet, if the great Father of ſpirits'** hide us in the hollow 
« of his hand, we ſhalt hold inſt our Tee Fad bs 
faithful unto death. 1103 71473 f 


Let then, deareſt LozD, O! let thy ſervant, and the 
ple committed to his care, be received into thy pro- 
tection. Let us take fanctuary under that ee of Lift, 
erected in thy ignominious eroſs. Let us fly for ſafety te 
that city of refuge, opened in 151 bleeding wounds. 
Theſe ſhall be a ſacred hiding-place; net to be pierced 
by the flames of divine wrath, or the fiery darts of temp. 
tatioßß Thy dying merits, and perfect obedience; ſhalt 
be td our ſouls, as rivers of water in & dry plate, * as 
the ud of a great rock in a weary n OY cf 


But moſt of all, in chat 4% ti emendous. day, when the _ 
heavens are rent aſunder, and wra ped up like A ſeroll : : 
when thy almighty : arm ſhall arreſt che fun in his ca- 
reer, and daſh to pieces the "firuAure of the univerſe ;-. 
when the dead, both. ſmall and great, alf be gather! 
before the throne of thy glocy ; aud the fites of all 
mankind, hang on the very point of a final irreverſible 
deciſion:— Then, bleffed JEsvs, let us be owned by 
thee, and we ſhall not be ah; defended by thee, 
and we ſhall not be 274. O! may we, at that awful, 
that unutterably important junckurs, be covered with 
the wings of thy redeeming love; and we ſhall behold 
all the horrible rere of expiring nature, with 
compoſure, with comfort! We ſhall even welcome the 
lifſolution of all things, as the times of” refreting fron 
the preſence of the Lon +. 

There are, Ix erceive, who aun attend the flowers ; : 
ind, in defiance of the ſun, ply their work on every | 
nay bloſſom. The bes I mean, Ther nation of 


. 1 


* If, XXIII. 2. t 19. 
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chymiſts! to whom nature has communicated the ra 


and valuable fecret, of enriching themſelves, without in. 
poveriſhing others. Who extract the moſt delicious ſy. 
rup, from every fragrant herb; without wounding ir 


 fubſtance, or diminiſhing it's odours.—-I take the more 
notice of theſe ingenious operators; becauſe, I would yil. 


lingly make them my pattern . While the gay butterfy, 


flutters her painted wings; and ſips a little fantaſtic de. 


light, only for the preſent moment, While the gloomy 


ſpider, worſe than idly buſied, is preparing his inſidious 


nets for deſtruQion or fucking venom, even from. the 
moſt wholeſome plants. This frugal community, at 
wiſely employed in providing for futurity; and colleRing 
2 copious ſtock of the moſt balmy treaſures.— And 0! 
might theſe meditations fink into my ſoul ! Would the 
Gos, who ſuggeſted each heavenly thought; vouchſaſe 
to convert it,.-into an effabliſbed principle; to determine 
all my inclinations, and regulate my whole condu! [ 
ſhould, then, gather advantages from the ſame blooming 
objects; more precious than your golden ſtores, ye in- 
duſtrious artiſts. .I alſo ſhould go home, laden with the 
richeſt ſweets, and the nobleft ſpoils 5; though I crop nota 
leaf, nor call a ſingle flower my own. 

Here I behold, aſſembled in one wiew, almoſt all the 


various beauties, which have been ſeverally entertaining 


my imagination. The wj#as, ſtruck through an ancient 
wood, or formed by rows of. venerable elms; condud- 
ing the ſpectator's obſervation, to ſome remarkable ob- 
je& ; or leading the traveller's footſteps, to this delight. 
ful ſeat :>the walls, enriched with fruit-trees, and 
faced with a covering of their leafy extentions ; I ſhould 
rather have faid, hung with different pieces of nature's 


nobleſt tapeſtry :— the walks, neatly ſhorn, and lined 


with verdure ; or finely ſmoothed, and coated with 10 
Ego apis mating 


More modogue | 
Grata-carventis thyma, . Hows 
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noon-tide repoſe ; or thrown open for the free acceſſion 


each beautiful compartment, and it's ſplendid figutes : 
—the ſhapely evergreens s and fowering forubs ; which 
ſtrike the eye, and appear with, peculiar dignity, in this 
diſtant ſituation :—the . ba/on, with, it's cryſtal” fount, 
floating in the centre; and diffuſing an agreeable freſb- 
neſs, through the whole: — the waters, falling from a re- 
mote caſcade ; and gently. murmuring, as they flow along 


the pebbles :—1he/e, added to the reſt ; and all. ſo dif. 


poſed, that each recommends, and endears each; render 
the »vbole, a, moſt ſweet, rayiſhing ſeene, of order and 
variety, of elegance and magnificence. ; , 
From ſo many lovely proſpects, cluſtering upon the 
ſight, it is impoſſible not to be reminded of beaver. 

That world of bliſs; thoſe regions of light; where the 

WHY Lamb that was lain manifeſts his beatific preſence, and 
his ſaints live for evermore.—But. O] what peneil can 
ketch out a draught of that goodly land! What co- 
lours, or what ſtyle, can exprets the ſplendors of Lum A- 
xvEL's kingdom! Would ſome celeſtial hand draw aſide 
* WY the veil, but for one moment; and permit us to throw 
> WY x fingle glance on thoſe divine abodes ; how would all 


grow flat upon our taſte! A glimpſe, a tranſient 
glimpſe of, thoſe unutterable beatitudes, would capti- 


elf, after ſuch a viſion, would appear a chearleſs dart; 
and all earthly charms, intolerable deformity, 


Gop . Volumes have been written, and thoſe by in- 
ſpired men, to diſplay the wonders of thy perfections. 
All that is rich and reſplendent in the viſible creation, 
has been called in to aid our conceptions, and elevate 

O 3 our 
* Pſalm Ixxxvil. 2. ; 


lth alleys, arched with ſhades, to embower out 


of air, to invite us to out evening tecreation: the de · 
cent edgings of box, which, incloſe, like a plain ſelvage, 


ſublunary poſſeſſions, become tarniſhed in our eyes, and 
vate our ſouls, and engroſs all their faculties. Eden it- 


Very excellent things are ſpoken of thee, thou city of | 


— 


do a ſpeedy end; and there remaineth a reſt, a bliſsful 


never be too fondly | attached, to any preſent ſatisfadl 
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out ideas. But, Indeed, no tongue can utter; no pr 
tan deſcribe; no fancy can imagine; what Gov, of his 
unbounded runiicenee, has prepared for them that loys 
him —Seeing then, that all terreſtrial things muſt come 


and everlaſting reſt, for the people of Gov ; let me 


ons. Weaned from whatever is temporal, may I main. 
tain a ſuperior indifference, for ſuch tranſitory enjoy. 
ments; but long, long earneſtly, for the manſions that 
are above; the paradiſe © which the Lox p hath plant. 
«© ed, and not man.“ Thither, may I tranſmit the chief 
of my converſation ; and from thence expect the whole 
of my happine/s. Be that the ſacred, powerfal magnet, 
which ever influences my heart; ever attracts my affec. 
tions. There, are fuch tranſcendent glories, as eye has 
not ſeen: there, are ſuch tranſporting pleaſures, as ear 
Has not heard; zhere, is ſuch a fulneſs of Joy, as the 
thought of man cannot conceive. 


Into that conſummate felicity ; thoſe eternal fruitions; 
permit me, Madam, to wiſh you, in due time, an abun- 
dant entrance + and to aſſure you, that this with is breath- 
ed with the ſame ſincerity and ardor, for my honoured 
correſpondent, as it is, MaDan, for 


Your moſt obedient, ec. 


J. Hxxwir. 


F the reader pleaſes to look back on page 118; 


RA 
I |Þ he will find me engaged by a promiſſory note, 
to ſubjoin a DESCANT upon CREATION. 


To know the love of CHAISsTRH; to have ſuch a deep 
apprehenſion of his unſpeakable kindneſs, as may pro- 
duce in our hearts an adoring g ratitude, and an un- 
feigned faith; this, according to St. Paul's eſtimate,'is 
the higheſt and happieſt attainment in the facred ſci. 
ence of chriſtianity ®, Whar follows, is an attempt to 
afiſt the attentive mind, in learning a line or two of 
that beſt and greateſt leſſon. It introduces the moſt 
conſpicuous parts of the viſible ſyſtem, as ſo many promp- 
err to our dull affections; each ſuggeſting a hint adapt- 
ed to the important oecaſron, aud ſuited to wh __— 
we ra, 3 


» | 8 


#7 9 Eph. ii. 29. 


— 


in nature, will ſtrike a ſpark into the ſoul; and the 


or more effectually confirm his faith in the crucified Ii. 


_ HOVAH 3 as he is revealed in the books of Mee and 


and delightful train of thinking. 
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Can there be à more powerful incentive to "der 
gratitude ; than to conſider the magnificent and delicat 
ſcenes of the univerſe, with a particular reference i 
Cnr1srT, as the Creator? Every object, viewed in this 
light, will ſurely adminiſter inceſſant recruits, to the 
languiſhing lamp of divine love. Every productio 


whole creation concur, to raiſe the ſmoaking flax i into t 
flame. 


Can any thing impart a ſtronger joy to the believer; 


sus; than to behold the heavens declaring his glory 
and the firmament ſhewing his handy-work ? Surely, it 
muſt be matter of inexpreſſible conſolation, to the por 
ſinner ; to obſerye the honours of his Redeemer, writ 
ten with ſun-beams, over all the face of the world. 


We delight to read an account of our incarnate n. 


the prophets, as he is diſplayed in the writings of the 
evangeliſts and apoſtles. Let us alfo endeavour to ſe 
a ſketch of his perfections; as they ſtand delineated in 
that ſtately volume, where every leaf, is a ſpacious plain 
—every line, a * brook—every Aerts, a lofty 
-mountain. 


Should any of my readers be unexerciſed in ſuch ſpe. 
culations, I beg leave (in purſuance of my promiſe) u 
preſent them with a ſpecimen : or to offer a clue, which 
may poſſibly lead their minds into this moſt i impromi ing 


Should any be inclined to ſuſpect the ſolidity of the 
following obſervations; or to condemn them, as the 
voice of rant, and the lawleſs flight of fancy; I mul 
intreat ſuch perſons to recollect, that the grand de 
trine, the hinge on which they all turn, is warranted i 
eſtabliſhed by the unanimous teſtimony of the inſpire 
Pepmen, Who frequently celebrate ne 
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CHRIST JESUS,” as the great almighty cauſe of all: 
affuring us, that all things were created by him, and for © 
him; and that in him all things con/ift *. / | 

On ſuch a ſubje& what is wondertul, is far from be- 
ing extravagant, To be wonderful, is the inſeparable 
characteriſtic of God and his works; eſpecially, of that 
oft diſtinguiſhed and glorious even of the divine works, 
REDEMPTION. So glorious, that all the miracles 
in Egypt, and the marvellous acts in the field of 
Zan; all that the Jewiſb annals have recorded, or 
he human ear has heard; all dwindle into trivial 
ents, are ſcarce worthy to be remembered t, in com- 
ariſon of this infinitely grand and infinitely gracious 
tanſaction.— Kindled, therefore, into pleaſing aſtoniſn- 
zent, by ſuch a ſurvey, let me give full ſcope to my 
neditations. Let me pour out my whole ſoul on the 
boundleſs ſubject; not much regarding the limits, which 
ld criticiſm, or colder unbelief, might preſcribe, --. 
O ye angels, that ſurround the throne ; ye princes of 
eaven, ** that excel in ſtrength,” and are cloathed 
th tranſcendent brightneſs ;* he, who placed you in 
boſe ſtations of exalted honour, and dignified your na- 
ure with ſuch illuſtrious endowments; he, whom you 
| obey, and all adore : HE took not on him the an- 
lie form, but was made fleſh,” and found in faſhion 
a man. Like us wretched mortals, he was ſubie& 
d wearineſs, pain, and every infirmity, fin only except - 
.— That we might, one day, be raiſed to your ſublime 
dodes; be adopted into your blifsful ſociety ; and join 
ith your tranſported choir, in giving glory to HIM 
lat ſitteth upon the throne, and to the LAM for e- 
and ever t. 


e 


O ye 
a | 


— 


ce. i. 16, 17. Before my reader e the 
Katt, he is defired to peruſe the note, p- 92. 
+ Ifa. Klin. 18. f Rev. v. 13. 
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8 O ye heavens; whoſe azure arches riſe immenſech 
= high, and ſtretch unmeaſurably wide. Stupendous n, 

phitheatre ! amidſt whoſe vaſt expanſive circuit; orbs d 
the moſt dreadful grandeur are perpetually running thei 
amazing races. Unfathomable depths of æther! where 
worlds unnumbered float ; and, to our limited fight 

+ worlds unnumbered are loſt. — He, who adjuſted your 
dimenſions with his ſpan, and formed the magnificent 
ſtructure with his word; HE was once wrapt in ſwad- 
dling cloaths, and laid in a manger.— That the benefit 
accruing to his people, through his moſt meritorious hy. 
miliation, might have no other meaſure of their yalue 
than immenſity 3 n run ER" in Aer duration, 
with eternity. 


Ve fars ; that beat with Aua ei drilling 
through the midnight ſły. Oceans of flame, and cen. 
tres of worlds, though ſeemingly little points of light! 
— He, who ſhone, with eſſential effulgence, innumer- 
ble ages, before your twinkling tapers were . kindled; 
and will ſhine with everlaſting majeſty and beauty, whe 
your places in the firmament ſhall be known no me 
HE was involved, for many years, in the deepeſt o 
ſcurity ; lay concealed in the contemptible city Na 
reth ; lay diſguiſed, under the mean habit of a carpet 
ter's ſon.— That he might plant the heavens “, 8 ö 
were, with new conſtellations; and array theſe clods d x 
earth, theſe houſes of clay, with a radiancy, far ſuperid 
to yours. A radiancy, which will adorn the v1} 
heaven of heavens, when you ſhall vaniſh away | 
ſmoke +; or expire, as 22 yous from ti 
ſmitten ſteel. - 


Comets 


* Ifa. li. 16. 
th 8 which is, I think, grand 
Uevated beyond all compariſon. Lift up your eyes to the heaven © 
look ufon 2 cart / beneath : for the heavens ſhall wanijh away like jw 
and the earth hail wax old like a garment, and they that it dell th 
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Comets ; that ſometimes ſhoot. into the illimitable 
tracts of ether, farther than the diſcernment of our eye 
is able to follow; ſometimes, return from the long, long 
excurſion, and ſweep our affrighted hemiſphere with 
your enormous fiery train. That ſometimes make near 
approaches to the ſun, and burn almoſt in his immedi - 

te beams; ſometimes, retire. to the remoteſt diſtance, 
WW and freeze, for ages, in the exceſſive rigours of winter. 
He, who at his ſovereign pleaſure, withdraws the blaz- 


ing wonder: or leads forth the portentous ſtranger, to 


a ſhake terror over guilty kingdoms. HE was overwhelm- 
ed with the moſt ſhocking amazement, and plunged in- 


„ss the deepeſt anxiety ; was chilled with apprehenſions 


of fear, and ſcorched by the flames of avenging wrath. 
—That I, and other depraved rebellious, creatures, 
might not be eternally agitated, with the extremes of 
jarring paſſions ; oppoſite, yet, on either fide, torment- 
ing. Far more tormenting to the ſoul, than the ſever- 


Ye planets ; that, winged with unimaginable ſpeed, 
traverſe the regions of the '{ky. Sometimes climbin 
millions and millions of miles above, ſotrletimes Jeſcerid. 


that are ſo minutely faithful, to the viciſſitudes of day 
and night; ſo exactly punctual, in bringing on the 
changes of your reſpective ſeaſons. —He; who launched 
you, at firſt, from his mighty arm; who continually 
impels you, with ſuch wonderful rapidity ; and guides 
you, with ſuch perfect regularity. Who fixes f* the ha- 
* bitation, of his holineſs and. his glory,“ infinite 
heights, above your ſcanty rounds. HE once became 
a helpleſs infant; ſojourned in our inferior world; fled 
fall die 1 a: but my righteouſnsſs all be for eve 

bl he the Bly ae bat my rol ger 
Furinga, I tranſlate the words Ken Kemu, not, in like manner ; but, 


ſenſe more emp 


: is more agreeable to the genius of the ſa- 
wed original, j and 4 ag Sen 


elt degrees of your heat and cold to the human ſenſe. 


ing as far below, the great axle of your motions. Ve, 


lite the feeble ie, Which renders the period more complete; the 
ical 


| Hire, ſneddeſt day through a thouſand realms ; and, ng 


table tribes! So beautiful in thyſelf, ſo beneficial in thy 
effects, that erring heathens addreſſed thee with adora 


' outcaſt of the people; that by this manifeſtation of hi 


our fallen nature, with the honours of that magnificent 


.the ſun, in the kingdom of their Father. 


and, in thy lucid appearance, art ſuperior to them il 
Fair ruler. of the night! Sometimes, half-reſtoringt 


to dimneſs, and ſcarcely ſcattering the nocturnal gloom 
: fometimes, covered with ſackcloth, and alarming ti 


a;8 A DESCANT UPON CREATION. 
from the perſecutor's ſword ; and wandered as a Vague 
bond in a foreign land.—That he might lead our fee 
into the way of peace; that he might bring us aliey 
near to God, bring us exiles home to heaven. 

Thou ſan; inexhauſted ſource of light, and heat, 
and comfort! Who, without the aſſiſtance of any other 


confining thy munificence to realms only, extendeſt thy 
enlightening influences to ſurrounding worlds. Prime 
chearer of the animal, and great enlivener of the 


3 Fra — 2 — — 


tions, and miſtook thee for thy Maker !—He, who fillet 
thy orb with a profuſion of luſtre ;' before whom thy 
meridian ſplendors are but a ſhade, — HE diveſted him- 
ſelf of his all- tranſcending diſtinctions, and drew a ve 
.over the effulgence of his divinity ; that, by ſpeakin 
to us, face to face, as a-man ſpeaketh unto his friend, 
he might diſpel our intellectual darkneſs. His ** viſage 
% was marred “,“ and he became the ſcorn of men, thi 


unutterably tender regard for our welfare, he might 
diffuſe many a gleam of joy through our dejected mind 
That in another ſtate of things, he might clothe em 


luminary; and give all the righteous to ſhine forth 8 


Thou 22022 ; that walkeſt among the hoſt of ſt 


day, with thy waxing brightneſs ; ſometimes, waning is 


gazing nations.—He, who dreſſes. thy opake globe, it 
beaming, but borrowed ſilver; he, whoſe diguity i 


IIa m. 
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xchangeable,- underived, and all his own ; he vouch- 
fed to wear a body of clay. HE was content to ap- 
pear as in a bloody eclipſe, ſhorn of his reſplendent 
heams, and ſurrounded with a night of horror, which 
new not one reviving ray.—Thus, has he impowered 
his church, and all believers, to tread the moon under 
their feet *. Hence, inſpired with the hope of brighter 
glory, and of more enduring bliſs, are they enabled to 
triumph over all the vain anxieties; and-vainer amulſe- 
nents, of this ſublunary, precarious, mutable world. 
Ye Hundert; that, awfully grumbling in the diſtant 
ouds, ſeem to meditate indignation, and form the firſt 
ſays of a far more frightful peal; or, ſuddenly burſting ' 
wer our heads, rend the vault above, and ſhake the 
"round below, with the hideous, horrid crack. Ye, 
hat ſend your tremendous vollies from pole to pole, 
ſtartling the ſavage herds +, and aſtoniſhing the human 
ce, He, who permits terror to ſound her trumpet, 
in your deep, prolonged, inlarging, aggravated roar : 
E uttered a feeble infantile cryin the ſtable, and ſtrong: 
wiring groans on the accurſed tree,—That he might, 
in the gentleſt accents, whiſper peace to our ſouls; and, 
it length, tune our voices to the melody of heaven. 
O ye /ightnings z that brood, and lie couchant, in the 
uphureous vapours ; that glance, with. forked fury, 
om the angry gloom, ſwifter and fiercer than the lion 
ſhes from his den; or open into vaſt expanſive ſheets 
f fame, ſublimely waved over the proſtrate world, and 
rarfully lingering in the affrighted ſkies. Ye, that for- 
derly laid in aſhes the licentious abodes of luſt and vi- 
dence ; that will, ere long, ſet on fire the elements, 
| co-operate in the conflagration of the globe.—He,. 
bo kindles your flaſh, and directs you when to ſally, 
id where to ſtrike ; he, who commiſſions your whirl. 
Ig bolts, whom to kill, and whom to ſpare: HE re- 
ned his ſacred perſon to the moſt barbarous indigni. 
LM des 
Rev. xii. 1. 7 Pfal. xxix. 8. EEE 
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A not, on'this occafion, at leaſt, act the God? Why aces He nat d. 


venting his rage. But who, amidſt ſuch unſufferable provocation 


ties; ſubmitted his beneficent hands to the pondergy 
hammer, and the piercing nail; yea, with-held not 
Heart, his very heart, from the ſtab of the execlitionery 
ſpear. And, inſtead of flaſhing confufton on his og: 
rageous tormentors ; inſtead of plunging them to th 
depths of hell with his frown ; he cried—in his la 
moments, and with his agonizing lips, he cried ; I., 
THER, FORGIVE THEM; FOR THEY K NOW NOT WAI 
THEY d0!—O! what a pattern of patience for his ſaints 
What an object of admiration for angels! What a con. 
ſtellation of every mild, amiable, and benign virtue; 
ſhining, in this hour of darkneſs, with ineffable ple. 
dor and beauty * !—Hence, hence it is, that we are nd 


trembling 


e One can hardly forbear animadverting upon the d iſingenusus tem- 
per, and perverſe taſte of Celſus; who attempts to turn, this mol 
diſtinguiſhing and ornamental part of our Lorp's life, into ridicule 
and reproach. Having ſpoken of Cir1sT, as deſpitefully uſed, and 
arrayed in a purple robe; - crowned with thorns ; and holding, by 
way of mock majeſty, a reed inſtead of a ſceptre (for he enters im 
all theſe circumſtznces, which is a teſtimony to their truth even fun 
che mouth of an enemy) he adds— Ts ux, e wn pol, ua 
wy tee Deze Tr el lat; ray T1; Wo Xurrs Teng alu 
puilas, xa T&es vEpriarias £5 c TE ®& To alga Axa; 
Orig. contra CELs. p. 81. i. e. Why, in the name of wonder, in 


liver himſelf from this ſhocking ignominy; or execute ſome ſignal vn. 
geance, on the authors of juch injurious and abuſtve infults, both of Hm 
yelf and his Father ? = Why, Celſus? Becauſe, HE was meekaz 
and gentleneſs itſelf: Whereas your deities were flaves to their om 
turbulent and reſentful paſſions. Becauſe, they were little better tha 
Lavages in human ſhape ; who too often made a merit of ſlaughtt, 
and took a horrid pride in fpilling blood. While Cnz1sT was t 
Prince of Peace, and came not to deftroy men's lives, but to ſar 
Becauſe, any madman on earth, or fury from hell, is capable 6 


t *I Umm aa a . =» _ co 


And barbarities; who, having in his on hand, the power to reſcu 
Hmſelf, the power to avenge himſelf; could ſubmit to all, with a 
unruffled ſerenity of patience ; and not only not be exaſperated, bil 
everceme, in ſo triumphant a manner, evil <vith good None but 
Cur1sT ! None but Cua1s T! This was compaſſion worthy of 2 Go0j 
clemency and charity truly divine. | 


Therefore, the calumny raiſed by the ſame virulent objector, | 


tnother place, carries it's own confutation: or rather, falls with 
; ff Weigh 


e Cn © +. - © ©ww 
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trembling under the lightnings of mount Sinai; that we 


on * 

e not blaſted by the flames of divine vengeance; or 
n (oomed to dwell with everlaſting burnings. 

ut Ye frowning <wintry clouds; oceans pendent in the air, 


and burdening the winds. He, in whoſe hand, you 
lt are an overflowing ſcourge; or, by whoſe appointment. 
„ arſenal * of warlike ſtores. He, who opens your 
ar duices, and a flood guſhes forth; to deſtroy the fruits 
td of the earth, and drown the huſbandman's hopes: who 
0. moulds you into frozen balls, and you are ſhot, linked, 
e with death , on the troops of his enemies. HE, in- 
en ſead of diſcharging the furiouſaefs of his wrath upon 
ot WY this guilty head; poured out his prayers; poured out his 


igds; poured out his very ſoul: for me and my fellow 
tranſgreſſors. «That, by virtue of his ineſtimable propi - 
| P 2 T4. tiation, 


weight of infamy on his dunghill deities z while it bears a moſt ho-, 
nurable teſtimony, to the majeſtic and invincible meeleneſs of our $a- * 
riour.— Lu ne, ſays he ta the Chriſtian, r ayarudly ror N 


or navy rac, os avier tys rer Atoruoos 1 Tor Hf wWaporle 
u Dordopno a, un a i N ae Tor t For Oe, 
Taporla xalaltworris xa xaacuilic, u ob Tala beagails; 

2170194719, ibid. p. 404. i. e. You, indeed, take upon you, to derids. 
de images of our deities; but if Bacchus himſelf, or Hercules had been” 
cent, you would not kifoe dared to © al! an affront; or if you had” ' 
e /o preſumptuous, would hawe ſeverely ſmarted for your inſolente.. 

1. Wiereas, they who tormented the very perſon of your Gon, and even. 
ended him with mortal agony an the craſi, ſuffered no effetts of his diſ- 
* Nea ure. , . 
a _ * J-venal ſeems to conſider the clouds, under this ſame charactetz 
the la that beautiful line, ; R X | . 
Ruicquid habent telorum armamentaria cœli. ; 


f Job has informed us, for what the magazines of the 
firmament are ſtocked with hail. That they may be ready, againſt 
the day of battle and war, 4 23. — Jaa has recorded, 
what terrible Naughter has made, by thoſe miſſive weapens of 
the Almighty, Fohh. x. 11. — Modern hiſtorians relate, that, when 
Edward III. invaded France, a ſhower of hailſtones deſcended, of ſuch 
a prodigious ſize, that fix -thouſznd horſes, and one thouſand men, 
vere ſtruck dead inſtantaneouſly.— But, the moſt dreadful defcription, 
of this grow ordnaxce of the heavens, is given us in Rev. xvi. 21. 
There fell upon men a great hail out of heave, every ſtone aboat the, 
Wight of a talent. : 


from the briny deep; bids you leave every diſtaſteful 
_ quality behind; and become floating fountains of ſweet. 
"eſt waters. He, who diſſolves you into gentle rain, and 


were burnt up like a firebrand, had not one drop of 


and, at his exit, wore the gorgeous garment of con- 


 wvretch, from whom every one, diſdaining ſuch a character, and dil 
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tiation, the overflowings of divine good-will might be 
extended to ſinful men; that the ſkies might pour dom 
righteouſneſs ; and peace on her downy wings; peace 
with her balmy bleſſings, deſcend to dwell on earth. 

Ye wernal clouds; furls of finer air, folds of ſofter 
moiſture, He, who draws you in copious exhalations, 


by 


diſmiſſes you in fruitful ſhowers; who kindly commiſfi. 
ons you, to drop down fatneſs, as you fall, and to ſcat- 
ter flowers over the field. HE, in the unutterable bit. 
terneſs of his ſpirit, was without any comforting ſenſe 
of his almighty Father's preſence. He, when his bones 


that ſacred conſolation, which, on many of his afflicted 
fervants, has been diſtilled as the evening dews, and has 
given ſongs in the night”? of diſtreſs. —That, from 
this unallayed and inconſolable anguiſh of our all-gra- 
cious maſter, we, as from a well of ſalvation, might de- 
rive large draughts of ſpiritual refreſhment. | 

Thou grand ethereal bow ; whoſe beauties fluſh the 
Armament, and charm every ſpectator. He, who paints 
thee on the fluid ſkirts of the ſky ; who decks thee with 
all the pride of colours ; and bends thee into that grace- 
ful and majeſtic figure. At whoſe command, thy vivid 
ſtreaks ſweetly riſe, or ſwiftly fade. —HE, through all 
his life, was arrayed in the humble garb. of poverty; 


tempt. Inſomuch, that even his own familiar friends, 
aſhamed or afraid to own him, hid as it were their 
« faces from him *,”—To teach us a becoming dil- 


daiu, for the uaſubſtantial and tranſitory glitter of all 
, . - worldy 


Ja. liii. 3. penim kemſter==Fuit tanguam aliquis, a qu 
Me Hon — He cas as ſome flagitious and abandonai 


elaiming ſuch an acquaintance, ſtudiouſly hid his face. 
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1dly vanities. To introduce us, in robes brighrer 
han the tinges of thy reſplendent arch; even in the 
obes of his own immaculate righteouſheſs, to introduee 
s before that auguſt and venerable throne, which the 
xaceful rainbow ſurrounds. Surrounds, as a pledge of 
zviolable fidelity, and infinite mercy. e £& 
Ye forms and tempeſts, which vex the continent, and 
ofs the ſeas ; which daſh navies on the rocks, and drive 
oreſts from their roots. He, whoſe breath rouſes you 
ato ſuch reſiſtleſs fury, and-whoſe nod controuls you in 
our wildeſt career. He, who holds the rapid and rag- 
ng hurricane, in ſtreightened reins ; and walks, dread-, 
ully ſerene, on the very wings of the wind. HE went, 
llmeek and gentle, like a lamb to the ſlaughter for us; 
1nd, as a ſheep before her ſhearers is dumb, fo he opened 
ot his mouth. Thus, are we inſtructed to beat, with 
ecent magnanimity, the various aſſaults of adverſity; 
nd to paſs, with a becoming tranquillity of temper, 
hrough all the rude blaſts of injurious treatment. 

Thus, are we delivered from the unutterable fiercer 
orms, of incenſed and inexorable juſtice ; from the 
' fire, the brimſtone, and the horrible tempeſt, which 
' will be the final portion of the ungodly.“ 8 
Thou pe/ilence, that ſcattereſt ten łhonſand poiſons 
om thy baleful wings; tainting the air, and infecting 
he nations. Under whoſe malignant influence, joy is 
laſted, and nature ſickens; mighty regions are depo- 
ulated, and once crouded cities are left without inha- 
itants. He, who arms thee with inevitable deſtruction, 
| bids thee march before ꝰ his angry: countenafice z to 
read deſolation among the tents of the wicked, and 
e the forerunner of far more fearful indignation. HE, 
his holy humanity, was arraigned as a criminal y and, 
hough innocence itſelf, yea, the very pattern of perfees . 

on, was condemned to die, like the mgſt exectable miſ- 
# creant, 


* Before kim went the peſtilence, Hab. iii. 5. 
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creant. As a nuifance to ſociety, and the very bane 9 
the public happineſs, he was hurried away to executigy, 
and hammered to the gibbet. That by his blood, he 
might prepare a ſovereign medicine, to cure us of x 
more fatal diſtemper, than the peſtilence which walketh 
in darkneſs, or the ſickneſs which deſtroyeth at noon- 
day. That he might himſelf ſay to our laſt eneny, 
O death, I will be thy plague ; O grave, I will bethy 
«« deſtruction *.”* | 


Heat ; whoſe burning influence parches the Lihn 
wilds ; tans into ſoot, the Erhiopian's complexion ; and 
makes every ſpecies of life pant, and droop, and lan- 
guiſh. Cold, whoſe icy breath glazes yearly the Ruſſa 
feas ; often glues the frozen ſailor to the cordage ; and 
ſtiffens the traveller i into a ſtatue of rigid fleſh.—HE, 
who ſometimes blends you both, and produces the moſt 
agreeable temperature; ſometimes, ſuffers you to ad 
ſeparately, and rage with intolerable ſeverity. That 
King of heaven, and controuler of univerſal nature, 
when dwelling in a tabernacle of clay, was expoſed t 
chilling damps, and ſmitten with ſultry beams. The 
ſtars, in their midnight watches, heard him pray; ad 
the ſun, in his meridian fervours, ſaw him toil.— Hence 
are our frozen hearts diſſolved, into a mingled flow 0 
wonder, love and joy : being conſcious of a deliverance 
from thoſe inſufferable flames, which, kindled by divine 
indignation, burn to the loweſt hell, 


Thou ocean, vaſt world of waters! He, who ſunk that 
capacious bed for thy reception, and poured the liquic 
element into unfathomable channels ; before whom, 
all thy foaming billows, and floating mountains, are: 
the ſmall drop of a bucket. Who, by the leaſt intim 
tion of his will, ſwells thy fluid kingdoms, in wild con- 
fuſion, to mingle with the clouds; or reduces them, i 


calm compoſure, to lumber. on the ſhores. He, ue 
i: | SW: onc 
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once gave thee a warrant to overwhelm the whole earth, 

and bury all it's degenerate inhabitants in a watry grave, 
but has, now, laid an everlaſting embargo on thy boiſ- 
terous waves; and bound thee, all fierce and madding 
az thou art, in chains ſtronger than adamant, yet formed 
of deſpicable ſand. —All the waves of vengeance and 
wrath, of tribulation and anguiſh, paſſed over HIS 
crucified body, and HIS agonizing ſoul. That we 
might emerge from thoſe depths of miſery, from that 
abyſs of guilt, into which we were plunged by Adam's 
fall, and more irretrievably ſunk by our own tranſgref- 
ſions. That, at the laſt, we might be reſtored to that 
happy world, which is repreſented, in the viſion of Gop, 
as having no ſea “; to denote it's perpetual * 
ty, and undiſturbed ſerenity. 


Ye mountains, that overlook the clouds, and pris 
a ſhade into diſtant provinces. Everlaſting pyramids of 
nature, not to be ſhaken by confliting elements; not 
to be ſhattered by the bolts of thunder; nor impaired 
even by the ravages of time.— He, who bid your ridges 
riſe ſo high, and your foundations ſtand ſo faſt, He, in 
whoſe ſcale, you are lighter than duſt ; in whoſe eye, 
you are leſs than nothing.—HE ſunk beneath a load of 
woes; WOES inſupportable, but not his own ; when he 
took our iniquities upon himſelf, and heaved the more 
than mountainous burden from a guilty world, 


Ye verdant avood's, that crown our hills, and are crown- 
ed yourſelves with leafy honours, Ve humble rule, 
adorned, in ſpring, with opening bloſſoms ; and fanned, 
in ſummer, by gentle gales. Ve, that in diſtant climes, 
or in cultivated gardens, breathe out ſpicy odours, and_ 
embalm the air with delightful perfumes,—Your all- 
glorious and ever-blefſed Creator's head, was incircled 
vith the thorny wreath ; his face was defiled with con- - 
—_— and his body bathed in a 2 

weat. 


® Rev. 2k 
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_ ſweat. That we might wear the crown, the crown of 
glory, which fadeth not away; and live for evermote, 
ſurrounded with delights, as much ſurpaſſing yours, ag 
yours exceed the rugged defolations of winter. 


Thou mantling vine; he who hangs on thy flender 
ſhoots, the rich, "tranſparent, weighty cluſter. Who, 
under thy unornamented foliage, and amidſt the pores 
of thy otherwiſe worthleſs bough, prepares the liquor 
the refined and exalted liquor, which chears the nations, 
and fills the cup of joy. Trees, whoſe branches are ele. 
vated and waving in air; or diffuſed, in eaſy confine- 
ment, along a ſunny wall. He, who bends you with a 
lovely burden of delicious fruits; whoſe genial warmth 
beautifies their rind, and mellows their taſte. —HF, 
when voluntarily ſubject to our wants, inſtead of being 
refreſhed with your generous juices, or regaled with your 
luſcious pulp; had a loathſome potion of vinegar, ming- 
led with gall, addreſſed to his lips, —That we might 
fit under the ſhadow of his merits, with great tranquil- 
lity and-the utmoſt complacency. That, ere long, being 
admitted into the paradife of Gop, we might eat of the 
tree of life “; and drink new wine with m in his Fa- 
ther's kingdom. | | 

Ye luxuriant meadows ; he 25 without the ſeedſ⸗ 
man's induſtry, repleniſhes your irriguous lap, with 
never-failing crops of herbage ; and enamels their chear- 
ful green, with flowers of every hive. Ye fertile field; 
he, who bleſſes the labours of the haſbandman ; en- 
riches your well-tilled plains with waving harveſts, and 
calls forth the ſtaff of life from your furrows. He, who 
cauſes both meadows and fields to laugh and ſing, for 
the abundance of plenty.—HE was no ſtranger to cor- 
; roding hunger, and parching thirſt. He, alas! eat 

the bitter bread of woe, and had “ plenteouſneſs of 


tears to drink,” That we might partake of riebet 
dain· 


5 Ree, f 5. 
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iinties, than thoſe which are produced by the dew of 
eaven, and proceed from the fatneſs of the earth. 
hat we might feed on ** the hidden manna,” and ext 
he bread which giveth life, eternal life, unto the world. 
Ye mines, rich in yellow ore, or bright with veins of 
ver ; that diſtribute your ſhining treaſures, as far as 
nds can waft the veſſel of commerce; that beſtow 
our alms on monarchs, and have princes for your pen- 
joners.— Ve beds of gems, toy-ſhops of nature! Which 
orm, in dark retirement, the glittering ſtone. Diamonds, 
at ſparkle with a brilliant water; rubies, that glow 
ith a crimſon flame : emeralds, dipped in the freſheſt 
erdure of ſpring z /apphires, decked with the faireſt 
rapery of the ſky : topaz, emblazed with a golden 
leam ;_ amethyſt, impurpled with the bluſhes of the 
jorning. He, who tinctures the metallic duſt, and 
nſolidates the lucid drop; HE, when ſojourning on 
arth, had no riches, but the riches of difintereſted be- 
evolence ; had no ornament, hut the ornament of un- 
potted purity, Poor he was in his circumſtances, and 
an in all his accommodations; that WE might be 
Ich in grace, and ** obtain falvation with eternal glo- 
ry.” That we might inhabit the new Feru/alem e 
at ſplendid city ! Whoſe ſtreets are paved with gold; 
hoſe gates are formed of pearl ; and the walls gens 
| with all manner of precious ſtones *. 


Yeguſhing fountains, that trickle potable ſilver So | 
e matted graſs. Ye fine tranſparent freams, that glide, 
cryſtal waves, along your fringed banks. Ye deep 
(ſtately rivers, that wind and wander in your courſe, 
pread your favours wider; that gladden kingdoms in 
ur progreſs, and augment the ſea with your tribute. 
who ſupplies all your currents, from his .own -. 
flowing and inexhauſtible liberality : HE, when 
dnerves were racked with exquilite pain, and his blood. 
| inflamed 


Rev. xxi, 19, 21. 
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inflamed by a raging fever, cried, ITHIRSTH; and u 
denied (unparalleled hardſhip !) in this his great 
tremity, was denied the poor refreſhment of a ſing 
drop of water.— That we, having all- ſufficiency in i 
things, might abound to every good work ; might 
filled with the fulneſs of fpiritual bleſſings here, 
hereafter be ſatisfied with that fulneſs of joy, which j 
at God's right hand for evermore. 


Ye birds, chearful tenants of the bough, gaily dreſt 
in glofly plumage ; who wake the morn, and ſolace th 
groves, with your artleſs lays. Inimitable architect 
who, without rule of line, build your penſile ftruQur 
with all the nicety of proportion. You have each l 
commodious neſt, roofed with ſhades, and lined nit 
warmth, to protect and cheriſh the callow brood, —h 
he, who tuned your throats to harmony, and taught y 

that curious ſkill; HE was a man of forrows, and hi 
not where to lay his head. Had not where to lay hi 
head, till he felt the pangs of diffotation, and was li 
in the filent grave. That we, dwelling under the wing 
of Omnipotence, and reſting in the boſom of infini 
love, might ſpend an harmonious eternity, in ſingin 
« the ſong of Moyes and of the LAMB.” 


Bees, induſtrious workmen ! That ſweep, with bu 
wing, the flowery garden; and ſearch the bloom 
heath; and ſip the mellifluous dews. Strangers to idk 
neſs ! That ply, with inceſſant affiduity, your plea 
taſk ; and ſuffer no opening bloſſom to pafs unexplore 
no ſunny gleam to flip away unimproved. Mot ing 
nious artificers ! That cling to the fragrant buds ; dt 
them of their treaſured ſweets ; and extract (if I m 
; ſpeak) even the odoriferous fouls of herbs, and plan 
and flowers,—You, when you have compleated yt 
work; have collected, refined, and fecurely lodged 
ambroſial ſtores: when you might reaſonably expedt 
peaceful fruition of your acquiſitions ; ; you, alas: 


- om 
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arbarouſly deſtroyed, and leave your hoarded delicacies . 
others : leave them to be enjoyed by your very mur- 
erers. I cannot but pity your hard deſtiny !—How 
hen ſhould my bowels melt with ſympathy, and my eyes 
ow with tears; when I remember, that thun, thus it 
red with your and our incarnate Maker! After a life 
f the moſt exemplary and exalted piety; a life, filled 
ith offices of beneficence, and labours of love; HE 
23, by wicked hands, cructhed and flain. He left the 
oney of his toil, the balm of his blood, and the riches 
f his obedience, to be ſhared: among others: to be 
ared even among thoſe, who too often n. * 
reſh, and put him to open ſhame. 


Shall 1 mention the animal +, which /pins her ſoft, 
er ſhining, her exquiſitely fine fern thread? Whoſe 
atchleſs manufactures lend an. ornament to grandeur, 
nd make royalty itſelf more magnificent. Shall I take 
tice of the cell, in which, when the gaiety and buſi. 
e& of life are over, the little recluſe immures herſelf, 
rd ſpends the remainder of her days in retirement? 
ball I rather obſerve the ſepulchre, , when cloyed 
\ with 


* Can't thou, ungrate ful man, his torments ſee, + 
Nor drop a tear for HIM, who 2 N his Se, for Thee? 


PiTT's Poems. 
1 No one, I 1 will be offended at my introducing, on ſuch an 


takion, creatures of ſo low a rank: ſince, even the volumes of in- 
ration ſeem to lend me the ſanction of their ſacred authority. As 
diſdain not to compare the bleſſed Ixs Vs to a door, a lig, 8c. 
d, perhaps, all compariſons, which reſpect a being of infinite dig · 
, are not only mean, but equaly mean and unworthy. » 

lam ſenſible, likewiſe, that in this paragraph, and ſome others, 
i the circumſtances are not completely ent. But if, in 
* particulars, the reddition anſwers to the deſeription; this, 
|, will be ſuflicieat-for my purpoſe, and ſatisfactory to my rea- 
Perhaps, it would be no miſtaken caution, to apply the ſame 
. ation to many of the beautiful ſimilitudes, parables, and alle- 
4, uſed by our Loab: ſuch as the brazen ſerpent, the unjuſt 
u, the thie in the night, Cc. Which, if crupulouſſy ſifted, 
igerouſly ſt » for an intire coincidence in every circum- 
t 2 5 to great diſadvantage, and_lead into palpable in- 


* 
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with pleaſure, and weary of the world, ſhe prepare 
her own interment? Or how, when a ſtated period 
elapſed, ſhe wakes from a death-like inactivity ; break 
the incloſure of her tomb; throws off the duſky ſhroud; 
aſſumes a new form; puts on a more ſumptuous am 
and, from an inſet creeping on the ground, becomes 
winged inhabitant of the air ?— No: this is a poor n 
tile; and therefore unworthy to ſerve as an illuſtrati 
when any character of the Son of Gop comes un 
conſideration. But let me correct myſelf. Was nd 
Cunts (to uſe the language of his own bleſſed Spirit 
a worm, and no man / In appearance ſuch, and treatel 
as ſuch.— Did he not alſo bequeath the fine linen of hi 
own moſt perfect righteouſneſs, to compoſe the mar 
riage-garment + for our diſarrayed and defiled fouk} 


Did he not, before his fleſh ſaw corruption, emerge ti 
umpnan 


- 


* Pſalm xxii. 6. 


+ This, and ſeveral other hints, interſperſed in this work, u 
to the ative and paſſive righteouſneſs of CuRAISs T, imputed to | 
lievers, fer their juſtification. Which, in the opinion of may 
great expoſitors, is the myſtical and the moſt ſublime meaning of t 
ꝛoedding garment, ſo emphatically and forcibly recommended by the 
teacher ſent from Gop, Mart. xxii. 11. A doctrine, which fon 
of thoſe, who honour my Meditations with a peruſal, probably n 
not receive with much, if any, approbation. I hope, the ki 
performance will not be caſhiered, for ore difference in ſentimen 
And I beg, that the ſentiment itſelf may not haſtily be rejected, with 
out a ſerious hearing. For, I have the pleafure of being intim 
acquainted with a gentleman of good lea ning, and diſtinguiſhed fer 
who had once as ſtrong prepoſſeſſions againſt this tenet, as can 
be imagined. Yet now, he not only admits it, as.a truth; but en 
braces it, as the joy of his heart; and cleaves to it, as the rock of i 
hopes. | 
. A clear and cogent treatiſe, inticled Submiſſion to the Rightemſne/ 
Gop, was the inſtrument of removing his prejudices, and reduc 
him to a better judgment.— In which he has been happily confirms 
by the authority of the moſt i/luſfricus names, and the works of tl 
moſt eminent pens, that have ever adorned our church and nat 
In this number are—Biſhop Fezve!, one of our great reformers; 4 
the other venerable compilers of our Homilies —Archbiſhop US" 
that oracle of univerſal learning — Biſhop Hall, the devout 4 
ſprightly orator of his age—the copious and fervent Biſhop Heli 
the fingularly good and unaffected Biſhop Beveridge that cv 


8 
. 
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vmphant from the grave; and not only mount the lower 
ſrmament, but aſcend the heaven of heavens ; taking 
poſſeſſion of thoſe ſublime abodes, in our name, and as 
our forerunner? © eee 

Ye cattle, that 1eſt in your incloſed paſtures; ye beafts, 
that range the unlimited foreſt; ye i, that rove through 
trackleſs paths of the ſea. Sheep, clad in garments, which 
when left by you, are wore by kings. Kine, who feed on 
verdure, which, tranſmuted in your bodies, and ſtrained. 
from your udders, furniſhes a repaſt for queens. Lions, 
roaring after your prey; Leviathan, taking your paſtime 
in the great deep; with all that wing the firmament, or 
tread the ſoil, or ſwim the wave. He, who ſpreads his 
ever-hoſpitable board; who admits you all to be his con- 
tinual gueſts ; and ſuffers you to want no manner of 
thing that is good. HE was deſtitute, afflicted, tor- 
nented: he endured all that was miſerable and reproach- 


our of the bench of judicature, Lord Chief Juftice Halex—the 
tervous, florid, and perſuaſive Dean Stankope——the practical and per- 
picuous Mr. Burtit —and, ta ſummon no other evidence, that match- 
ls genius Milton; who, in various parts of his divine poem, incul- 
ates this comfortable truth z and, in one paſſage, repreſents it under the - 
very ſame image, which is made uſe of above, Book X. I. 222. _ 
| had almoſt forgot to mention that the treatiſe intitled Submiſſion, 
&. was written by Mr. Benjamin Fenks.—Whoſe Book of Devotions 
las deſervedly paſſed through eleven editions; is truly admirable fot 
the ſublimity, ſpirituality, and propriety of the ſentiments ; as well as 
for the conciſe form, and pathetic turn of the expreſſion. Whoſe 
Book of Meditations, though no leſs worthy of general acceptance, 
bas, for a conſiderable time, been almoſt unknown and extinct. But 
Ws now revived, and is lately republiſhed, in two octavo volumes, 
Mr. James Rivington. For which ſervice, he has my thanks: I flate 
r myſelf, he will have the thanks of the public: as Lam perſuaded, 
uld religion and virtue ſpeak, he would have their acknowledg. - 
hents alſo. Since few treatiſes are more happily calculated, to re- 
preſent religion in it's native beauty, and to promote the intereſts of 
qnvine virtue. On which account, I truſt, the candid will excufe 
te, and the judicious will not condemn me, even though the recom- 
endation of thoſe Devotions and of theſe Meditations, may appear 
o be a digreflion from my ſubject. 728 i 


2s 3727 reader of inclined to examine the afore-nientioned te- 
b de will find it ſtatad, diſcuſſed, and applied to it's due improvemgt, 
« piece intitled TRERQN and ASH As — FO 
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ſeats of diſtinguiſhed and immortal honour; in order tg 
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Into mildneſs the ſavage diſpoſition; and bids the vol 
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ful; in order to exalt a degenerate race, who had debal. 
ed themſelves to a level with the beaſts that periſh, un 


introduce the ſlaves of ſin, and heirs of hell, into man. 
ſions of conſummate and everlaſting bliſs. 


Surely, the contemplation of ſuch a ſubje&, and the 
diſtant anticipation of ſuch a hope, may almoſt turn earth 
into heaven, and make even inanimate nature vocal 
with praiſe. Let it, then, break forth from every 
creature. Let the neaneſ feel the inſpiring impulſe; 
let the greateſt acknowledge themſelves unable, worthi 
ly to expreſs the ſtupendous goodneſs. 


Praiſe HIM, ye inſeds that crawl on the ground; 
who, though high above all height, humbled himſelf u 
dwell in duſt. Birdi of the air, waft on your wings, 
and warble in your notes HIS praiſe ; who, though 
Lok of the celeſtial abodes, while ſojourning on earth, 
wanted a ſhelter commodious as your neſts.— Ve rougher 
world of 6rutes, join with the gentle ſongſters of the 
fade, and how! to HIM your hoarſe applauſe ; who 
breaks the jaw-bones of the infernal lion ; who ſoftens 


lie down, in amicable agreement, with the lamb. Bl 
out, ye hills; let broader leur be reſponſive from the 
yales ; ye foreſts catch, and ye rocks retain, the inart. 
culate hymn ; becauſe Mess1an the Prince feed: li 
Hoch, like. a Hep herd. He gathers. the lambs with bi 
arm; he carries them in his boſom ; and gently leads thil 
zhat are with young . Wave, ye ſtately cedars, in lg 
of worſhip, wave your branching heads to HIM; whv 
meekly bowed his own, on the accurſed tree. Pleafing 
proſpects, ſcenes of beauty, where niceſt art conſpire 
with laviſh nature, to form a paradiſe below; lay fort 
all your charms, and in all your charms confels your- 


ſelves a mere blank; compared with his amiableneh 


1 Ifa. xL 37. 
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who is * faireſt among ten thouſand, and altogether 
lorely. Drop down, ye ſhowers; and teſtify, as you 
fall; teſtify of HIS grace, which deſcends more copi- 
ouſly than the rain, diſtils more ſweetly than the dew. 
Let ſighing gales breathe, and murmuring rivulets flow: 
breathe and flow, in harmonious conſonance to HIM ; 
whoſe Spirit is far more reviving, than the cooling 
breeze; who is himſelf the Fountain of living waters. 


Ye lightnings, blaze HIS honour ; ye thunder, found 
HIS praiſe z while reverherating cloud return the roar, 
and bellowing oceans propagate the tremendous anthem. 
—Mutcft of creatures, add your ſilent oratory, and dif. 
play the triumphs of HIS meekneſs; who, though he 
maketh the clouds his chariot, and freadeth upon tlie 
waves of the ſea ; though the thunder is his voice, and 
the lightning his ſword of juſtice ; yet, amidſt the moſt 
abuſive and cruel injuries, was ſubmiſſive and lifted not 
his hard, was dumb and opened not his mouth,” 
Great ſource of day, addreſs thy radiant homage to a fat 
ſublimer Sun. Write, in all thy ample round, with 
every lucid beam, O! write a feſtimony to HIM, who 
i the brightneſs of his Father's glory. Who is the Sun 
df righteouſneſs to a ſinful world; and is riſen, never 
to go down; is riſen, to be our everlaſting light, Shine 
Clear, ye Ries; look gay, thou earth ; let the foods clap 
their hands, and let very creature wear a ſmile : for he 

ometh, the CR BA Ton himſelf cometh, to be manifeſted 

in the fleſh ; and with him eomes pardon, peace, and 
Joy ; every virtue and all felicity comes in his train. 
Angels and archanyels, let your ſongs be of JESUS, and 
each the very heavens to echo with his adored and ma- 

eſtic name. Ye beheld him, with greater tranſportg 
if admiration, when you attended his agony in the gar- 
len, and ſa him proſtrãte on the ground; than when 
you beheld univerſal nature riſing at his call, and ſaw 
de wonders of his creating might. Tune to loftieſt 

tes your golden harps, and waken raptures, unknown 

Q.2 - before 
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before even in heavenly breaſts : while all that has brig 
ſwells the concert of harmony; and all that has bring 
unites in the tribute of praiſe. 1 


Chiefly, let man exalt his voice; let man, with diſt 


guiſhed hoſannas, hail the RD EEUEN. For man, | 


was ſtretched on the racking croſs ; for man, he ws 
conſigned to the gloomy ſepulchre; for man, he pro 
cured grace unmeaſurable, and bliſs inconceivable, 


However different, therefore, in your age, or more dif. 


ferent in your circumſtances, be unanimous, O Men, it 
magnifying. a Saviour, who is no reſpecter of perſons; 
who gave himſelf a ranſom for all.—Bend, ye king, 
from your thrones of ivory and gold; in your robes« 
imperial purple, fall proſtrate at HIS feet; who forſodk 
a nobler throne, and laid aſide more illuſtrious enſign 
of majeſty ; that you might reign with God for ew 
and ever.——Chilaren of poverty, meaneſt of mortals (i 
any can be called poor, who are thus enriched ; if a 
can be accounted mean, who are thus ennobled) ; rejoice, 
greatly rejoice, in Geb your Saviour. Who choſe tobe 
indigent, was willing to be contemned ; that you mig 
be iatitled to the treaſures, and be numbered with tt 
princes, of heaven.— Sons of affliction, though haraſſe 
with pain, and inured to anguiſh, O! change your 
groans into ſongs of gratitude. Let no complainin 
voice, no jarring ſtring be heard, in the univerſal ſyn 
Phony ; but g/orify the LAMB even in the fires*. Wii 
himſelf, bore greater torment, than you feel ; and ha 
promiſed you a ſhare in the joy, which he inherits : wit 
has made your ſufferings ſhort, and will make your rel 
eternal..-Mez of hoary locks, bending beneath a weight 
of years, and tottering on the brink of the grave; 


*Cxr138T be your ſupport, under all infirmities ; le 


upon Car1sT, as the rock of your ſalvation. Let lu 
name, his precious name, form the laſt accents, wa 


quiver on your pale expiring lips.— And let this be th 


® Iſa. xxiv. 15. 
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feſt, that liſps on your tongues, ye tender infants. Re- 
member your ReDeeMeR, in your earlieſt moments. 
Devote the choice of your hours, to the learning of hls 
vill; and the Chief of your ſtrength, to the glorifying 
of HIS name. Who, in the perfection of health, and 
the very prime of manhood, was content to become a 
motionleſs and ghaſtly corpſe ; that you might be girt 
with the vigour, and cloathed with the bloom, of eternal 
youth, 5 7 
Ye ſpirits of juſt men made perfch, who are releaſed 
from the burden of the fleſh; and freed from all the 
vexatious ſolicitations of corruption in yourſelves ; de- 
livered from all the injurious effects of iniquity in others. 
Who ſojourn no longer in the tents of ſtrife, or the ter- 
ritories of diſorder ; but are received into that pure, har- 
monious, holy ſociety, © where every one acts up to his 
amiable and exalted character; where Gop himfelf is 
pleaſed graciorfly and immediately to preſide. Von finds 
not without pleaſing aſtoniſhment, your hopes improved 
into actual enjoyment, and your faith ſuperſeded. by the 
beatific viſion. You feel all your former ſhyneſs of be- 
haviour, happily loſt in the overflowings of unbounded : 
love : and all your little differences of opinion, intirely 
bore down by tides of invariable truth. Bleſs, theres 
fore, with all your inlarged powers, bleſs his infinitely 
larger goodneſs ; who, when he had overcome the ſharp- 
neſs of death, opened the gates of paradiſe, opened the 
kingdom of heaven to all generations, and to every de- 
domination of the faithful. 


Ye men of holy converſation, and humble tempers, 
think of HIM, who loved you, and waſbed you from your 
in his own blood. Think of him, on your ſilent 
couch ; talk of him, in every ſocial interview. Glory 
i his excellencies ; make your boaſt of his obedience 3 
and add, till continue to add, the incenſe of a dutiful 
lie, to all the oblations of a grateful tongue. —Weakef 
bf believers, who go mourning under a ſenſe of guilt, . 
Q 3 and 
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mighty to help. Becauſe, he is touched with the ten. 


and he lives, ever lives, to be your advocate with the 


commiſſioned from above; lift, every one, his voice like 


Teach every ſacred roof, to reſound with his fame; and 


and conflicting with the ceaſeleſs aſſaults of tempu⸗ 
tion; put off your ſack- cloth, and be girded with glad. 
nels, Becauſe ]zsvs, is as merciful to hear, as he is 


dereſt ſympathizing concern, for all your diſtreſs; 


FATHER. /-Why then ſhould uneaſy doubts ſadden 
your countenances ? Why ſhould deſponding fears op. 
preſs your ſouls? Turn, turn thoſe diſconſolate ſigh 
into chearful hymns ; ſince you have his powerful inter 
ceffien, and his ingſtimable merits, to be your anchor in 
all tribulations, to be your paſſport into eternal blef. 

Moſt of all, ye minifers of the ſanctuary; herald 


a trumpet, and loudly proclaim the RevzeMEr, Get 
ye up, ye ambaſſadors of peace, get ye up into the high 
mountains; and ſpread far and wide the honour cf 
the LAMB, << that was ſlain, but is alive for evermore.” 


every human heart to glow with his love, Declare, a 
far as the force of words will go, declare the inexhauſti 
ble fulneſs of that great atonement 3 whoſe merits an 
commenſurate with the glories of the Divinity, 
Tell the ſinful wretch, what pity yearns in Ima anv- 

. Els 


* If in this place and others, I have ſpoken magnificently of ü 
blood of Cunis r, and it's inſuperable efficacy to expiate guilt; | 
thiak, it is no more than is expreſſed, in a very celebrated Hymnj 
written by one of the greateſt suits, who had alſo been one of tit 
greateſt — and afterwards commenced one of the moſt u 
markable feritents, in France. A Hymn, which even Mr. Bayt, 
confeſſes to be a wery fine one; which another great critic calls an ads 
mirable one; and which, a genius ſuperior to them both, recommen 
as'a noble one. (See Spe. Vol. VII. No. 513.) 

The author, having acknowledged his crimes to be, beyond me 
ſure heinous, and almoſt beyond forgiveneſs provoking: ſo p" 
voking, as to render tears from ſuch eyes offenſive, and prayers fru 
. ſuch lips abominable: — compoſes himſelf to ſubmit, without the leak 
repiging ſentiment ; to ſubmit, even with praiſe and adoration, ©" 
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1's bowels ; what blood he has ſpilt, what agonies he: 
as endured, what wonders he has wrought, for the ſal- 
ation of his enemies. Invite the indigent, to become 
ich; intreat the guilty, to accept of pardon ; becauſe, 
ith the crucified JIxs us is plenteous redemption, and 
U. ſufficiency to fave.—While you, placed in conſpicu- 
us ſtations, pour the joyful ſound ; may I, as I ſteal 
hrough the vale of humble life, catch the pleaſing ac- 
ents! For me, the Author of all bleſſings became a curſe : 
or ne, his bones were diſlocated, and his fleſh was torn : 
e hung, with ſtreaming veins, and an agonizing ſoul, 
n the croſs for me. O! may I, in my little ſphere, 
nd amidſt the ſcanty circle of my acquaintance, at leaſt 
hiſper theſe glad tranſporting tidings ; whiſper them 
rom my own heart, that they may ſurely reach, and 
veetly penetrate theirs. - 
But, when men and angels raiſe the grand hymn ;: 
hen all worlds, and all beings, add their collectve ac- 
amations ; this full, fervent, and univerſal chorus, will 
ſo inferior to the riches of the ReozemER's grace; 
d diſproportionate to the magnificence of his glory; that 
will ſeem hut to deba/e the unutterable ſubject, it at- 
empts to exalt. The loud hallelujah will die away, in 
de folemn mental eloquence of proſtrate, rapturous, 
adoration, | 


0 goodneſs infinite! Goodneſs immenſe ! 

And love that paſſeth knowledge !\—Words are vain ; 
Language is loſt in wonders ſo divine. 

come then, expreſſive S1LExNCE, muſe his praiſe.” 


jſt dreadful doom. Accordingly, he. ſtands in reſigned expectation 
being inſtantly truck by the bolts of vengeance: but—with a turn 
bought equally ſurpriſing and ſprightly ; with a faith properly 
jaced, and happily firm; he adds, 


Yet where! O where! can ev'n thy thunders fall ! 
CiR15 7's blood o'er{preads and ſhields me fm them all. 


CONTEMPLATIONS 


ON THE 


NIGHT. 


Night is fair virtue's immemorial friend / 
The conſcious. moon, through ev ry diftant ** 
Has held a lamp to wiſdom, | 


Night Thoughts, Ne. V. 


0 clexx 1 


THE FRONTISPIECE ©, 


Exhibits a view of the nocturnal heavens.— On the top of x 
OssERvATOR , two perſous examine the celeſtial bodies vi 
their teleſcopes: inſtruments which gave riſe to the moſt imp 
tant improvements in the ſcience of Aſtronomy,» 


An aged philoſopher is repreſented, inftrufting his pupil 
He deſcribes, with his compaſſes, the order and courſes of the 
planets ; according to the Newtonian hypotheſis, intimated | 
a book bearing that great author's name;—The whole tenour 
the lecture, in concert with the whole ſtrufture and ceconomy 
the ſkies, EN ARRANT GLORIA DEI, profeſſedly « de 
& the glory of GOD“ .- Behind the philoſopher ſtands one of li 
ſcholars, with an air of cloſe attention, computing on his fing 
the diſtances, the magnitudes, the velocities of the planetary or 
Another at his right-hand, attending to the deſcription of i 
ſtupendous ſyſtem, is ſtruck with ſurprize, and impreſſed wit 
awe. —A third, with conſcious humiliation in his countenancy 
holds a ſcroll, inſcribed with a diagram; expreſſing the joint 
tion of the centrifugal and centripetal forces. As by the one 
the planets are continually endeavouring to fly off; but byt 
other, are perpetually drawn towards the centre of their motion 
Sic GRATIA DEI, “Such is the operation of divine grace: 
correcting the irregular impulſe of our natural depravity ; dem 
mining our deſires to the centre of happineſs ; and direQing a 
goings in the circle of duty..—A youth on the left, overwhelm: 
with veneration for the Almighty Maker, in a tranſport of gu 
tude, and a poſture of adoration, pours out his ſoul in thole en 
phatical words; When I conſider thy\ heavens, the work ofth 
« fingers, the moon and the ſtars which thou haſt ordained: 
4% Lok p, what is man, that thou art mindful of him; and 

- © ſor of man, that thou viſiteſt him?“ P/al, viii, 3, 4+ 


CON 


To. | | 
PAUL ORCHARD, TY 


9 


Stole-Asbey. in Devonſtire 


Dear SIR, 


A 5 your honoured. father was pleaſed to make 
choice of me, to anſwer in your name at the 
nt, and to exerciſe a ſort of guardianſhip over your 
iritual intereſts ; permit me, by putting theſe lit- 
treatiſes into your hand, to fulſil ſome part of 
ut ſolemn obligation. 
Gratitude for many ſignal favours, and a conſei- 
atious regard to my facred engagement, have long 
inſpired my breaſt with the warmeſt wiſhes, both 
Ir your true dignity, and real happineſs., Nor can 
think of a more endearing, or a more effectual 
ay, of advancing either the one or the other, than 
ſet before you a ſketch of your excellent father's 
aratter.—Illuftrious examples are the moſt win- 
g incitements to virtue. And none ean come 
tended with ſuch particular recommendations to 
Ov, Sir, as the pattern of that worthy perſon, 
m whom you derive your very being. 
A moſt cordial, and reverential eſteem for the 
ine word, was one of his remarkable qualities. 
* oracles of heaven were his principal delight, 
| his inſeparable companions. Your gardens, 
Ar ſolitary walks, and the hedges of your fields 
: can 
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can witneſs *, with what an nweatied afſiduiy 
exerciſed himſelf in the law of the Lox. ' Fr, 
Hence, he fetched his maxims of wiſdom, and fom 
ed his judgment of things. The ſacred pre 
were the model of his temper, and the guide of i 
life; while the precious promiſes, were the j Joy of 
heart, and his portion for ever. 


Improving company was another of his moſt relif 
ing pleaſures. Few gentlemen were better fumil 
ed, either with richneſs of fancy, or copiouſnels ( 
expreſſion, to bear a ſhining part in converſatia 
With theſe talents, he always endeavoured to g; 

ſome v/eful, generally ſome religious, turn to thed 
courſe. Nor did he ever reflect, with greater cot 
placency, on his ſocial hours, than when they ten 
ed to glorify the Eternal Majeſty ;-and to awake 
In himſelf and others, a more lively * of « 
tion. 


To project for the good of en, was his ff 
quent Audy; and to carry thoſe benevolent cont 
vances into execution, his favourite employ. WU 
viſited by the young perſons of the neighbourhoc 
far from taking an ungraceful pride to initiate the 
in a debauchery, or confirm them in a riotous h 
bit; it was his inceſſant aim, by finely- adapted pt 
ſuaſives, to encourage them in induſtry, and eſtabli 
them in a courſe of ſobriety ; to guard them agi 
the allurements of vice, and animate them with tl 
principles of piety. A noble kind of hoſpital it 

* this! Which will probably tranſmit it's benefit 
jnfluence to their earthly poſſeſſions ; to their fut 
families; and even to their everlaſting ſtate. 


— . <Y — — —— Fay nnn 1 — 1 


„ Joh. xxiv. 27. ® 


DEDfTCATION. celcxxñi 
A conviction of human indigence, and a thorough 
perſuaſion of the divine all-ſufficiency, induced him 
to be frequent in prayer. To proſtrate himſelf, in 
profound adoration, before that irifinitely exalted 
Being, who dwells in light inacceſſible, was bis glo- 
7; to implore the contmuance of the ne fa 
your, and the increaſe of all chriſtian graces, was his 
rain, In thoſe moments, no doubt, he remember- 
ed You, Sir, with a particular earneſtneſs; and 
lodged many an ardent petition in the court of hea- 
ven; for his infant ſon. Ceaſe not to ſecond them 
vith your own devout ſupplications, that they may 
deſcend upon your head, © in the fulnefs of the 
« bleſſings of the goſpel of peace.“ 


To give their genuine luſtre to all his other en- 
dowments, he was careful to maintain an Humble 
nind. Though his friends might admire his ſupe - 
nor abilities, or his acquaintance applaud liis exem- 
plary behaviour, he ſaw how far he ell bart of the 
mark of his high calling : ſaw, and lamented his 
lefects: ſaw, and renounced himſelf: relying, for 
nal acceptance, 'and endleſs felicity, on a better 
righteouſneſs than his own ; even on the tranſcend- 
ntly perfect righteouſneſs, and inconceivably pre- 
cious death, of J=zsUs the Redeemer. This was 
whe rock of his hope, and the _ crown of his re- 


joicing, 


Theſe, Sir, are PIR of the d: — PENS 
teriſtics of your deceaſed parent. As you had the 
nisfortune to loſe ſo valuable a relative, before you 
vas capable of forming any acquaintance with his 
perſon ; J flatter myſelf, you will the more atten- 
rely obſerve his picture. This his moral picture; 


fhgned, not to be ſet in gold, ann | 
R 


but to breathe in your ſpirit, and to live in all yoy 
conduct. Which, though it be intirely your ow, 
calculated purely for yourſelf, may poſſibly (like fi. 
mily pieces in your parlour, that glance an eye upon 
zs many as enter the room) make ſome plægſing and 
»/eful impreſſion on every beholder. —May every 
one, charmed with the beautiful image, catch it! 
reſemblance; and each, in his reſpeCtive ſphere, 
go and do likewiſe.” | 
Fut You, Sir, are peculiarly concerned to copy 
th- amiable original. As the order of an indulgent 
providence, has made you heir of the affluent circun- 
ances ; let not a gay and thoughtleſs inadvertence, 
cut you off from the richer inheritance of theſe noble 
qualifications.— Theſe will be your ſecurity, amid 
all the glittering dangers ; which are inſeparable 
from blooming years, and an elevated ſituation in 
life. Theſe are your path, your ſure and only path, 
to true greatneſs, and ſolid happineſs. Tread in 
| theſe ſteps, and you cannot fail to be the darling of 
your friends, and the favourite of heaven. Tread 
in theſe ſteps, and you will give inexpreſſible joy to 
one of the beſt of mothers z you will become a 
extenſive bleſſing to your fellow-creatures ; and 
which, after ſuch moſt engaging motives, is ſcarce 
worthy to be mentioned, you will be the delight, 
the honour, and the boaſt of, 


. Dear $I R, 
Your very affeftionate godfather, 


8 * And mot faithful bumble ſervant, 


Northampto ; | 
July 14, 1747. JAuxs HAV. 


— 
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PREFACE, 


WE have already exerciſed our ſpeculations, on the 
tmbs and flowers, ſurveying nature, covered with the 
dupeſl horrors, and arrayed in the richeſt beauties. 
Allegory taught many of the objects, to ſpeak the lan- 
guage of virtue; while imagination lent her colouring, 


view of imitating that divine in/trufor ; who commiſ- 
funed the lily *, in her filver ſuit, to remon/trate in the 
rar of unbelieving reafon : who ſent his diſciples (men 
ordained to teach the univerſe) to learn maxims of the 


wander through the paths of the air; from the very 
meaneſt herbs , that are ſcattered over the face of the 


ground t. 
R 2 Tn. 


Matt. vi. 26, 28, 29, 30. 

+ Celebrated writers, as Demoſthenes and Cicero, -Thucydides- and 
Ley, are obſerved to have a ftile peculiar to themſelvẽs.— Now, 
whoever confiders the diſcourſes of Ciriſt, will find him diſtingyiſh« 
ing himſelf by a ſtile, which may properly be called HIS OWN. 
Myjeſtic, yet familiar; happily uniting di with condeſcenſion 3 
it conſiſts, in teaching his followers the ſublimeſt truths, by ſplritv- 
alizing on the moſt common occurrences. Which, befides it's 
level to the loweſt apprehenfions ; and admirably adapted to teal into 
the moſt inattentive heart; is accompanied with this very fingular ad- 
vantage, That it turns even the ſphere of buſineſs into a ſchool of in 
ifion; and renders the moſt ordinary objects a ſet of monitors, evas 
laliciting our regard, becauſe ever preſent. to our ſenſes.—80 that, 1 
delieve, it may be ſaid of this amiable method, in which our Lox 
conveyed ; as well as of that powerful energy, which attended bis 
GQrines, That never man 2 this man.— The Aar vg approach - 
wg, he reminds his diſciples of a — . > 
V. 35- Matt, xiii. 39. when immortal beings ſhall be reaped from 
the grave, and gathered in from all the quarters 6f the earth: when 
ty human creature ſhall ſuſtain the charatter of valuable der, 

; | ar 


\ 
* 
2 _ 
8 * 


to give the leſſons an engaging air. — And this with 4 


loft importance, from the moſt inſignificant birds e, that 


. | 
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' Embeldened by the kind acceptance of the Preceding 
ſretches, I beg leave to confide in the ſame benevolent 
of taſte, for the protection and ſupport of the tw n. 
maining eſſays ; which exhibit a proſpect of till life, 
and grand operation : which moralize on the moſt cm. 
poſed, and meſt magnificent, appearances of things, — 
In which fancy is again ſuffered to. introduce her ins- 
gery; but only as the handmaid of truth: in order 1 
dreſs her perſon, and diſplay her charms ; to engage th 
attention, and win the love, even of the gay, and of th 
faſhionable. J/hich is more likely to be. effected, by 
forming agreeable pictures of nature, and deriving in- 

Aructive obſervations ; than by the laborious methad if 
long-deduced arguments, or cloſe- connected reqſoningi.— 
The contemplation of the heavens and the earth, of thir 
admirable properties and beneficial changes, bas alway 
efforded the moſt exalted gratification to the human mind, 
In compliance with this prevailing taſte, I have draus 
my ſerious admonitions from the ſtupendous theatre, and 
variegated ſcenery, of the univerſe. That the reader muy 
learn his duty, from his very pleaſures—may gather 
wiſdom, mingled with virtue, from the moſt refine 

entertainments, and noble delights.  ,'- 


The evening, drawing her ſables over the world 
and gently darkening into night, is a ſeaſon peculiary 
proper for ſedate conſideration. All circumſtances cs 


er deſpicable rares ; and accordingly be lodged in manſions of evet- 
laſting ſecurity, or conſigned over to the rage of unquenchable fite.— 
In his charge to fiermen, when, they are commencing preach 
Matt. iv. 19. He exhorts them, conformably to the nature of thei 
late occupation, to uſe the ſame affiduity and addreſs in winning „ 
as they were wont to exerciſe, in catching the finny prey. —kof : 
Farther illuſtration of this no leſs uſeful, than curious ſubjedt, 

would refer my reader to a valuable note, in Sir Jſaac Newton 5 Obs 
ſervations on the Prophecies ; p. 148. 4to edition. 


| Ca 
PREFACE. chenxvil 
ar, to huſh our paſſions, and ſooth our cares; to tempt 


our fleps abroad, and prompt our aboughts to ferious re 
Pe 


| — — — Then is the time, 

. For thoſe, whom wiſdom, and whom nature charm, 
To ſteal themſelves from the degenꝰ rate croud, 

. And ſoar above this little ſcene of things; _ 

To tread low-thoughted vice beneath their feet; 
To ſooth the throbbing paſſions 3 into peace; 

And woo lone quiet in her ſilent walks*, 


The favour I wonld folicit for the firſt of the follow 
ing compoſitions, is, that it may be permitted to attend, 
in ſuch retired and contemplative excurſions, To a- 
tend, if not under the charatter of a friend; at leaſt, 
in the humble capacity of a ſervant, or a page =as 4 
ſervant, to open the door of meditation, and remou e- 


d. 
h very impediment to thoſe beſt exerciſes of the mind 
JW hich blend advantage with amuſement, and improves 


while they delight :—as @ page, to gather up the un/la- 
ble, fuctuating train of fancy; and colleł her fickle 
powers, into a conſi/tent, * and uſeful _ of 
thinking, 


The other, converſant among the ſtarry regions, 
would lead the imagination through thoſe beautiful tract 
ef unclouded azure ; and point out to the judgment ſome 
ef thoſe aſtoniſhing particulars, which ſo eminently ſig- 
nalize the celeflial worlds. A proſpeci this, to which 
curioſity attracti our eyes, and to which ſcripture itſelf 
Men directs our fludy. A proſpett beyond all others. 
19. excellently calculated; to enlarge the foul, and eno- 
ble it conceptions z—to give the grandeſ} 3 

R 3 it 
3 * Tnourt. Autumn, 1. 973 · laſt edit. 


choxxviid © PREFACE. » | 
of the everlaſting GOD, and create ſentiments of te 
coming fuperiority, with relation to all tranſitory int. 
' reſt; —in a word, to furniſh faith with the ſureſt four- 
dation, for a fleady affiance,. and trus magnanimity if 
ſpirit ; to afford piety the fronge/t motives, both for 
s lively gratitude, and profound veneration. 


While Galilæo lifts his tube, and diſcovers the pri- 
digious magnitude of thoſe radiant orbs;—while Neu- 
ton meaſures their amazing diſtances, and- unites the 
whole ſyſtem, in harmonious order, by the ſubtle influ- 
ences of attrattion :—T would only, like the berald be- 
fore that illuſtrious Hebrew“, proclaim at every turn, 
© Bow the knee, and. adore the Almighty Mater; 
« magnify his eternal name, and make his praiſe, 
. < like all his works, to be glorious,” 


* Gen. ZM. 43. 
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CONTEMPLATIONS © 


aN. 


WIHE NI O E x. 


T) ſultry heats abated, invited me to the recre- 
9 5 ation of a walk. A walk, in one of the N 
ft receſſes of the country; and in ane of the moſt plea-. 
at evenings, which the ſummer-ſeaſon produced. 


The limes. and elms, uniting their branches over my 
d, formed a werdant canopy, and caſt a moſt refreſh, 
g ſhade. Under my feet lay a carpet of. nature's. wel. 
xt; graſs intermingled with moſs, and embroidered 
ith flowers. Jeſſamines, in conjunction with wood- 
ines, twined around the trees; diſplaying their. art/e/ 
eauties. to- the eye, and diffuſing their delicious frveets 
rough the air. On either. ſide, the boughs, rounded 
ito a ſet of regular arches, opened a view into the di/- 
x felds, and. preſented me with a proſpect of the bend- 
* flies, The little birds, all joyous and grateful for 
he favours of the light, were paying their acknowledg- 
ents in a tribute of harmony, and ſoothing themſelves 
- | 5 ey 1 | ; Ta | 5 5 1 


I HE buſineſs of the day diſpatched; and tlie 


J 
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to reſt with fongs. While a French-horn, fron 
neighbouring ſeat, ſent it's melodious accents, ſoftens 
by the length of their paſſage, to complete the nd 
of the grove. | 
Roving in this agreeable manner, my thoughts ven 
exercifed on a ſubjeR, ſtill more agreeable than the ſa 
ſon, or the ſcene. I mean, our late fignal victory, 
the united forces of inteſtine treaſon, and foreign i 
vaſion. A victory, which pours joy through the preſeg 
age, and will tranſmit it's influence to generations y 
unborn.— Are not all the bleſſings, which can enden 
ſociety, or render life itſelf deſirable, centred in ou 
| preſent happy conſtitution, and auſpicious government! 
Were they not all ſtruck at, by that impious and her 
rid blow, meditated at Rome; levelled by France; an 
ſeconded by factious ſpirits at home Who then can be 
ſufficiently thankful, for the gracious interpoſition d 
providence ; which has not only averted the impending 
ruin, but turned it, with aggravated confuſion, ont! 
authors of our troubles ? | 
. Methinks, every thing valuable, which I poſleh 
every thing charming, which I behold ; conſpire to et 
hance this ever-memorable event. To this it is owing 
that I can ramble unmoleſted along the vale of privat 
life, and taſte all the innocent ſatisfactions of a co 
plative retirement. Had rebellion * facceeded in he 
deteſtable defigns ; inſtead of walking with ſecurityan 
complacence in theſe flowery paths, I might have me 
the a/affin with his dagger: or have been obliged t 
abandon my habitation, and embrace the rock fort 
«« ſhelter.” —PFarewel then, ye fragrant ſhades ; ſeats 
meditation, and calm repoſe ! I ſhould have been drive! 
from your loved retreats, to make way for ſome bard 


. - 


= to. che ,rebellion, fe on foot in the year 1745 
hich, for ſeveral _— made a — _ _ in d 

orth—but was hap extinguiſhed glorious ll 
victory at Culloden. 7 | 
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rous, ſome inſulting victor. — Farewel then, ye pleaſing 
toils, and wholeſome amuſements of my rural hours! 
I ſhould no more have reared the tender flower to the 
ſun; no more have taught the eſpalier to expand her 
boughs ; nor have fetched, any longer, from my kitch- 
en-garden, the pureſt ſupplies of health. | 


Had rebellion ſucceeded in her deteſtable deſigns; 
nſtead of being regaled with the u of the wwoeds, I 
ght have been alarmed with the ſound of the trumpet; 
and all the thunder of war. Inſtead of being entertain- 
d with this beautiful landſcape, 1 might have beheld ous 
houſes ranſacked, and our villages plundered ; I might 
are beheld our fenced cities encompaſſed with armies, 
nd our fruitful fields“ cloathed with deſolation; or 
ave been ſhocked with the more frightful images of 
garments rolled in blood,” and of a ruffian's blade 
ecking from a brother's heart. Inſtead of peace, with 
r chearing olives, ſheltering our abodes; inſtead of 
uſtice, with her impartial ſcale, ſecuring our goods 
r/ecution had brandiſhed her ſword, and /avery clank 


er chains. 1 


Nor are theſe miſeries imaginary only, or the crea- 
ures of a groundleſs panic. There are, in a neighbour- 
ng kingdom, who very lately experienced them in all 
eir rigour *, And, if the malignant ſpitit of popery 
id forced itſelf into our church; if an abjured pretender, 
id Cut his way to our throne; we could have no rea- 
dn to expect a mitigation of their ſeveriry, on our be- 
f,—But, ſuppoſing the tender mercies of a bigotted. 
ſurper, to have been ſomewhat leſs cruel. Where, 
s! would have been the encouragement, to cultivate 
Ur little portion; or what pleaſure could ariſe, from an 

| N. | improved 
b Se a FI PI | ; Fo. . * 
E e pear,” and ee ending ley ff 
red by the Proteſtants, in the ſouthern parts of France; and cloſes. 


Ith a moſt ſeaſdnable, alarming, and ſpirited addreſs to the inhahi- 
a of Great-Britgin. Printed 1746. Price 8d. 


2— — — — —— . OOO — 


' tering circumſtance would ſpoil their reliſh ; and by re 
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improved ſpot ; if both the one and the other lay, e 
ry moment, at the mercy of /aw/e/5 power ? This imbit 


dering them a precarious, would render them a joyle; 
quiſition.— In vain, might the vine ſpread her puryl 
cluſters ; in vain, be laviſh of her generous juices; i 
tyranny, like a ravenous harpy, ſhould be always hoyer 
ing over the bowl, and ready to ſnatch it from the lj 
of induſtry, or to reſt it from the hand of liberty, 


Liberty, that deareſt of names ; and property, that bel 
of charters; give an additional, an inexpreſſible chan 
to every delightful objet.—See, how the declining fu 
has beautified the wefern clouds; has arrayed them! 
crimſon, and ſkirted them with gold. Such a refine 
ment of our domeſtic bliſs, is property ; ſuch an in 
provement of our public privileges, is liberty.—-When'ti 
lamp of day ſhall withdraw his beams, there will {i 
remain the ſame collection of floating vapours; but 0 
how changed, how gloomy ! The carnation-ſtreaks# 
faded; the golden edgings are wore away; and all tl 
lovely tinges are loſt; in a leaden coloured louring ſadnel 
Such would be the aſpect, of all theſe ſcenes of beau 
and all theſe abodes of pleaſure ; if expoſed contin 
to the caprice of arbitrary ſway, or he | in a ſtate 
abje& and cringing dependence. 


The ſun has almoſt finiſhed his daily r race, and hah 
tens to the goal. He deſcends lower and lower; till l 
chariot-wheels ſeem to hover on the utmoſt verge 
the ſky. What is ſomewhat remarkable, the orb 
Fght, upon the point of ſetting, grows conſideral 
broader. The ſhadows of objects, juſt before Soy 
come blended in undiſtinguiſhable darkneſs, are 
ceedingly lengthened®.,—Like bleſſings, little pri : 
while poeed but highly eſteemed, the very ini 


| © Mojoreſyue cadunt altis. de Montibus Umbraes Vu 
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by 


hen once they are gone, and to be ſeen no more. 

The radiant globe is, now, half-immerſed beneath 
e duſky earth. Or, as the ancient poets ſpeak, is 
booting into the ocean, and ſinks in the weſtern ſea. 
d could I view the ſea, at this juncture, it would 
eld a moſt amuſing and curious ſpectacle. The rays, 
friking horizontally on the liquid element, give it the 
ppearance of floating glaſs ; or, reflected in many a 
ifferent direction, form a beautiful multiplicity of co- 
urs —A ſtranger, as he walks along the ſandy beach; 
Wd, loſt in penſive attention, liſtens to the murmurings 
iche reſtleſs flood; is agreeably alarmed by the gay de- 
e ation of the ſurface. With entertainment, and with 
Wonder, he ſees the curling waves, here gliſtering with 
hite, there glowing with purple; in one place, wear- 
jg an azure tincture; in another, glancing a caſt of 
ndulating green; in the whole, exhibiting a piece of 
ud ſcenery, that may vie with yonder penſile tapeſtries, 


though wrought in the'loom, and tinged with the dies 


heaven. 


While I am tranſported by fancy to the ſhores of the 
n, the great luminary is ſunk beneath the horizon, 
* id totally diſappears. The whole face of the ground 
overſpread with ſhades ; or with, what one of the fi- 
eſt painters of nature calls, a dun ob/curity, Only a 


very ſuperior eminences are tipt with ſtreaming ſil- 
err. The tops of groves, and lofty towers, catch the 
D/ of day“; are ſtill irradiated by the departing 


ams.-But, O! how tranſient is the diſtinction! how 


ei enjoy below, it is gone, almoſt as ſoon as granted. 
zee! how languiſhingly it trembles on the leafy ſpire ; 


* See this remarkable appearance delicately deſcribed, and wroughe 
02 compariſon, which, in my opinion, is one of the moſt juſt, 
atiful, and noble pieces of imagery, to be found in modern poe- 
i Night-Thoughts, No. II. p. 42. Ato. edit. 


hey are preparing for their flight: bitterly regretted; 


mentary the gift! Like all the bleſſings, which mor- 


and 
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and glimmers, with a dying faintneſs, on the mountain 
brow. . The little vivacity, that remains, decays ey 
moment. It can no longer hold it's ſtation. While 
Tpeak, it expires ; and reſigns the world to the grad 
NN of night. ; 


AO WT 


Now rwilight grey 
Has in her ſober liv'ry all things clad *. , 


Every object, a little while ago, glared with light 
but now, all appears under a-more qualified luſtre. : The 
animals harmonize with the inſenſible creation; 

what was gay in thoſe, as well as glittering in this, gi 

place to an univerſal gravity. In the meadows, all w 

jocund and ſportive: but now the gameſome lambs, : 

grown weary of their frolicks ; and the tired ſhepherl 

has impoſed ſilence on his pipe. In the branches, a 

was ſprightlineſs and ſong : but now the lively green 

| is wrapt in the deſcending glooms ; and no tuneful ai 

areheard, only the plaintive ſtock-dove, cooing mo 

fully through the grove.— Should 1 now be vain a 

trifling, the heavens and the earth would rebuke n 

unſeaſonable levity: Therefore, be theſe moments de 

| voted to thoughts, ſedate as the cloſing day; ſolemn, a 

| the face of things. And, indeed, however my { 

| hours are enlivened with innocent pleaſantry; let ev 

t evening, in her ſable habit, toll the bell to ſerious con 

| fideration. Nothing can be more proper, for a perſa 

| who walks on the borders of eternity, and is haſting con 

tinually to his final audit; nothing more proper, thi 

daily to flip away from the circle of amuſements, an 

frequently to relinquiſh the hurry of buſineſs, in orie 

to conſider and adjuſt the —_ that ny to hu 
peace. 

Since the ſun is departed, n 1 can it pn 

ceed, that I am not involved in pitchy darkneſs ? When 

theſe remainders of diminiſhed brightnej; ? Which, thou 


„ Mil r. Par. Left, B. IV. 1. 598. 
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rcely form ing a refulgence, ſoften and ſoth the hor· 
ors of night. I fee not the ſhining ruler, yet am chear- 
d with a real, though faint communication of his ſplen - 
or. Does he remember us, in his progreſs through 
her-climes ? Does he ſend a detachment of his rays, 
> eart us during his perſonal abſence z or to cover (if 
may uſe the military term) our retreat from the ſcene - 
action? Has he bequeathed us a dividend of his 
eams, ſufficient to render dur circumſtances eaſy, and 
ur ſituation agreeable ? Till fleep pours it's ſoft op- 
Wceffion on the organs of ſenſe ; till ſleep ſuſpends all 
oe operations of our hands; and entirely ſuperſedes 
oy farther occaſion for the light. 

No: it is ill-judged and unreaſonable, to aſcribe this 
eneficent conduct to the ſun, Not unto him; not 
nto him y but unto his Almighty Maker we are obliged, 
Ir this — attendant, this valuable legacy. The 
racious Author of our being, has ſo diſpoſed the col- 
tion of circumambient air, as to make it productive 
f this fine and wonderful effect. The ſun-beams, fall. 
vg on the higher parts of the acreal fluid, inſtead of 
afling on in ſtrait lines, are bent inwards and conducted 
dour ſight. Their natural courſe is over-ruled, and 
are bidden to wheel about; on purpoſe to favour us 
ih a welcome and ſalutary viſit—By which means, the 
leſſing of light, and the ſeaſon of buſineſs, are conſi - 
rably prolonged. And, what is a very endearing cir- 
unſtance, prolonged moſt conſiderably ; when the ve- 
ment heats of ſummer, incline the fudent to poſtpone 
i walk, till the temperate evening prevails ; when the 
nn labours of the harveſt, call the . 
l, before the day is fully riſen. 


Afe all the ardors of the fultry day, how reviving 
this coo[ne/s /——This gives new verdure to the fading 
its; new vivacity to the withering flowers; and a 
ore exquiſite fragrance to their mingled — 

. "6 „ 
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this, the air alſo receives a new force, and is qualife 
to exert itſelf with greater activity. Qualified to bra 
our limbs ; to heave our lungs ; and co-operate, with 
. © briſker impulſe, in perpetuating the circulation of ov 
blood. —This I might call the grand alembic of nature 
which diſtils her moſt ſovereign cordial, the refreſhing 
deu. Inceſſant heat, would rob us of their benefiig 
agency; and oblige them to evaporate, in impercepti 
ble exhalations. Turbulent winds, or even the gentle 
motions of Aurera's fan, would diſſipate the riſing u 
pours, and not ſuffer them to form a coalition. But 
favoured by the ſtilneſs, and condenſed by the coolne 
of the night; they unite in pearly drops, and create th; 
Hnely-tempered humidity, which chears the vegetab 
world, as ſleep exhilarates the animal. | 


Not unlike to theſe, are the advantages of „e. 
The world is a troubled ocean; and who can ere fiat 
| purpoſes, on it's fluctuating waves? The world is 
ſchool of wrong ; and who does not feel himſelf warping 
to it's pernicious influences“? On this ſea of glakf 
' how inſenſibly we ſlide from our own ſtedfaſtneſs! Son 
ſacred trutb, which was ſtruck in lively characters 
our ſouls, is obſcured, if not obliterated. Some wort 
: reſolution, which heaven had wrought in our breaſts, i 
ſhaken; if not overthrown. Some inticing warty, whi 
we had folemnly renounced, again practiſes it's wiles, 
again captivates our affections. How often has an u 
wary glance, kindled a fever of irregular deſire in a 
hearts? How often has a word of applauſe, dropt lulc 
ous poiſon into our ears; or ſome diſreſpectful expreſſi 
raiſed a guſt of paſſion in our boſoms? Our innocence 
of ſo tender a conſtitution, that it ſuffers in the prom 
cuous croud. Our purity is of ſo delicate a complexid 


| 


; 


1 


* Nunguam a turba mores, quos extuli, refero. Aliquid, er 0 
eum poſui, turbatur : aliquid, ex his que fugaviy redit. Inimica ef 
ſirum converſatio. SENEC. 


+ Rev. xv. 2. 
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hat it ſcarce touches on the world, without contracting 
ſtain, We ſee, we hear, with peril. 3 
But here ſafety dwells, Every meddling and intruſive 
L-ocation, is ſecluded. Silence holds the door againſt 
he ſtrife of tongues, and all the impertinencies of idle 
onverſation. The buſy ſwarm of vain images, and ca- 
oling temptations ; which beſet us, with a buzzing im- 
portunity, amidſt the gaieties of life; are chaſed by 
heſe thickening ſhades.—Here I may, without diſtur- 
hance, commune with my own heart; and learn that 
beſt of ſciences, . to 4now my/e/f, Here, the foul may 
ly her diſſipated powers, and grace recover it's native 
nergy,—This is the opportunity, to rectify every evil 
mpreſſion ; to expel the poiſon, and guard againſt the. 
ontagion, of corrupting examples, This is the place, 
here I may, with advantage, apply myſelf to ſubdue 
he rebel auitbin; and be maſter, not of a ſceptre, but of 

ſelf. —_Throng then, ye ambitious, the levees of the 
powerful ; 1 will be punctual in my aſſignations with ſo- 
tude. T'o a mind intent upon it's own improvement, 
dlitude has charms incomparably more engaging,.than 
he entertainments preſented in the theatre; or the ho- 
ur: conferred in the drawing-room. 


I faid, ſolitude.— Am 1 then alone ?—"Tis. true, my 
cquaintance are at a diſtance, I have ſtole away from 
ompany, and. am remote from all human obſer vation. 
ut that is an alarmihg thought, 


Millions of /piritual creatures walk the earth, = 
Unſeen, both when we wake, and when we ſleep s. 


Perhaps, there may be numbers of thoſe invifble ber 
, patrolling this ſame retreat; and joining with meg 
contemplating the Creator's works. Perhaps, thoſe 
m/ring ſpirits, who rejoice at the converſion of a ſin- 
Kr, and hold up the goings of the righteous, may fol- 
W us to the lonely receſs ; and, even in our moſt 

S 2 ſolitary 
* MII r. Par. Left, B. IV. I. 677. 


| 
| 
i 
; 


. pleaſing awe is awakened, by ſuch a reflection! Hoy 


alted intelligences exerciſe their watch ! 


let me feel no ambition, but ta pleaſe him; nor covet u 
happineſs, but to enjoy him. X 


ray, I paſs to the oppoſite regions of the weſt, and 
main in the uttermaſt parts of the ſea * : ſhall I, in 
h di 
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ſolitary moments, be our conſtant artendants,—Why , 


venerable it renders my retired walks! I am ſtruck wit 
reverence, as under the roof of ſome ſacred edifice; i 
in the preſence- chamber of ſome mighty monarch.—0 
may | never bring any pride of imagination, nor indulge 
the leaſt diſſolute affection; where ſuch refined and ei 


— __ — * — _ 


22 


- *Tis poſſible, that J am encompaſſed with fuch a cloud 
of witneſſes ; but it is certain, that Gop, the infai 
eternal God, is now and ever with me. The great j: 
HOVAH, before whom all the angelic armies bow thei 
heads, and veil their faces, ſurrounds me ; ſupports me 
pervades me. * In Him, I live, niove, and haven 
being. — The whole world is his auguſt temple 
and, in the moſt ſequeſtered corner, I appear before hi 
adorable majeſty, no leſs than when I worſhip in hi 
houſe, or kneel at his altar. In every place, therefore 
let me pay him the homage of a heart, cleanſed fro 
idols, and devoted to his ſervice, In every circumſtance 


How ſublime is the deſcription, and how ſtriking th 
fentiment, in that noble paſſage of the pſalms ! Whit 
fall I go from thy Spirit, or whither ſhall I flee from i 
preſence ? II climb up into the heights of heaven, ! 
art there inthroned in light. VI go down to the depti 
of the grave, thou art there alſo in thy pavilion of dar 
neſs, /I retire to the remoteſt eaſtern climes, l 
the morning firſt takes aving: if, ſwifter than the dartil 


„ Pſalm cxxxix. 7, 8, 9. There is, I think, an additional fe 
and beauty in the thought; if, with the learned Mr. Mugs, 
ſuppoſe an antitheſis between the two clauſes of the laſt verſe, as te 
evidently is between thoſe of the preceding; and that they eg 
in a peetical tile, the extremities of the Eaſt and the He. 


— 


jiſtant ſituation, be beyond thy reach; or by this ſud- 
den tranſition, eſcape thy notice! So far from it; that 
ould I, with one glance of thought, tranſport myſelf 
beyond all the bounds of creation; I ſhould ſtill be in- 

reed with the immenſity of thy efſence ; ; or rather, ſtill 
de incloſed in the hollow of thy hand. —Awful, yet de- 
Jghtful truth! Let it be interwoven with every thought :? 
and become one with the very conſciouſneſs of my ex- 
tence ! That I may continually walk with GOD ; and 
conduct myſelf, in every ſtep of my behaviour, “e as tte 
ing HIM that is inviſible. 


They are the happy perſons ; felicity, true felicity, i is 
all their own ; who live under an habitual ſenſe of God's 


If dangers threaten, their impregnable defence is at 
hand. Nothing can be ſo near to terrify, as their Al- 
mighty Guardian to ſecure them. To theſe, the hours 
an never be tedious ; and it is impoſſible, for. them, to 
be alone, Do they ſtep aſide from the occupations of 


their attention. They addreſs themſelves, in all the- 
nrious acts of devotion, to their heavenly Father; b 
how /ees in ſecret, and will hereafter reward them openly. 
They ſpread all their wants, before his indulgent eye; 
and diſburden all their forrows, into his compaſſionate 
boſom. Do they withdraw from human ſociety? They 
find themſelves under the more immediate regards of 
their Maker. If they reſign the ſatisfactions of ſocial 
Intercourſe ; it is to cultivate a correſpondence with the 
endeſcending Dir v, and taſte the pleaſures of divine 
Inendſhip,—W hat is ſuch a fate, but the very ſuburbs 
heaven? What is ſuch a condud}, but an — of 
ernal bleſſedneſs ? 


Now, my ſoul, the day is ended, The 1 all 
ed. They are fled to the ſupreme Judge, and have 
piven in heir evidence. An evidence, regiſtered in hea, 


3521 15 . 
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mnipreſence, and a ſweet perſuaſion of his ſpecial loves - 


wimal life? A more exalted ſet of employments engage 
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Eareer “; and whirls our weeks, and months, and years 


patches of the laſt importance, with unremitted ſpeed 


| dehind her, while ſhe cleaves the air, and darts upot 
Her prey +. | 


ven! and to be produced, at the great audit.—Hz 
they! whoſe improvement has kept pace with the fleeting 
minutes. Who have ſeized the important fugitives, 
and engaged them in the purſuit of wwi/dox, or devoted 
them to the ſervice of virtue. 


Fugitives indeed they are. Our moments flip aua 
ſilently and inſenſibly. The thief ſteals not more un. 
perceived from the pillaged houſe. —And will the rum. 
gates never ſtop? No: where-ever we are, however em- 
ployed, time purſues his inceſſant courſe. Though 
we are liſtleſs and dilatory ; the great meaſurer of our 
days preſſes on; till preſſes on, in his unweariel 


— * Femme — — 2 8 


away. — Is it not then ſurpriſingly ſtrange, to hen 
people complain of the zediou/ne/s of their time, and hoy 
beavy it hangs upon their hands? To ſee them con- 
trive a variety of amuſing artifices, to accelerate its 
flight, and get rid of it's burden ?— Ah! thoughtlef 
mortals! Why need you urge the headlong torrent? 
Your days are ſwifter than a peft ; which, carrying dil. 


cours the road. They paſs away like the nimble „pu 
which have the wind in their wings, and ſkim along the 
Hatry plain. They haſten to their deſtined period, with 
the rapidity of an eagle; which leaves the ſtormy blaſt 


Now the day is gone, how ſhore it appears! When 
wy fond eye beheld it in perſpedti ve, it ſeemed a ven 
con; 


Rapidius tamen adin 


contexta. Om 
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onſderable ſpace. Minutes, crowded upon minutes; 
und hours, ranged behind hours; exhibited an exten- 
five draught, and flattered me with a long progreſſion of 
(8 pleaſures. But, upon a retreſpective view, how wonder- 
fully is the ſcene altered! The landſcape, large and 
yi ſpacious, which a warm fancy drew ; brought to the teſt 
of cool experience, ſhrinks into a ſpan. Juſt as the 
\ WJ fhores vaniſh, and mountains dwindle to a ſpot ; when 
1 {Ml the ſailor, ſurrounded by ſkies and ocean, throws his 
aft look on his native land. —How clearly do I now dif- 
cover the cheat! May it never impoſe upon my ugwary 
FF imagination again! I find there is nothing abiding on 
mis fide eternity. A long duration, in a ſtate of finite 
ar exiſtence, is mere illuſion. - 
OW Perhaps, the healthy, and the gay, may not readily 
n- credit the ſerious truth; eſpecially from a young pen, 
ti and new to it's employ. Let us then refer ourſelves to 
eſs the deciſion of the antient. Aſk ſome venerable old per- 
ti fon, who is juſt marching off the mortal ſtage ; How 
iſ. mary have been the days of the years of thy life* It 
was a monarch's queſtion ; and therefore can want no 


how he ſhakes his hoary locks, and from a deep- felt con- 
vition replies; / Foxr/core years have finiſhed their 
* rounds, to furrow theſe cheeks, and cloath this head 
«in ſnow. Such a term may ſeem long and large, to 
« inconſiderate youth. But Ol how ſhort, how ſcanty, 
to one that has made the experiment ! Short, as a 
* gleam of tranſient ſunſhine ; ſcanty, as the ſhadow 
* that departeth. Methinks, it was but yeſterday, that 
* I exchanged my childiſh ſports, for manly exerciſes ; 
* and now, I am reſigning them both, for the fleep of 
„death. As ſoon as we are born, we begin to draw to 
"our end; and how ſimall is the interval, between the 


822 


arr. 


amony of matufe age ! May every evening bring it, 
4 with 
ö c ii. 8. Heb, Bib. 


* . 


recommendation to the faſhionable world. —Obferve, -- 


"cradle and the tomb!“ -O! may we believe this teſ- 


— -— — - 


# 
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with clearer evidence, to our minds! And may we form 
ſuch an eſtimate of the little pittance, while it is ug. 
on the advancing hand, as we ſhall certainly make when 
the ſands are all run down! 


Let me add one reflection on the work to be din, 
while this ſhuttle is flying through the loom“. A work 
of no ſmall difficulty, yet of the utmoſt conſequence 
—Haſt thou not ſeen, haſt thou not known, the excel. 
lent of the earth ; who were living images of their Mz. 

ker? His divine lileneſi was transfuſed into their hearts, 
and beamed forth in all their conduct. Beamed forth 

in meekneſs of wiſdom, and purity of affection; in all 
the tender offices of love, and all the noble efforts of 
zeal. To be ſtampt with the ſame beautiful ſignature, 
and to be followers of them, as they were of Caxrisr; 
this, this is thy buſineſs. On the. accompliſhment of 

this, thy eternal all depends. And, will an affair of 
ſuch unſpeakable weight, admit of a moment's delay, 
or conſiſt with the leaſt remiſfſneſs ?—Eſpecially, ſince 
much of thy appointed time is already elapſed ; and the 

remainder is all uncertainty, ſave only that it is in the 
very act to fly.— Or ſuppoſe, thou hadſt made a core. 
nant with the grave, and waſt aſſured of reaching the 
age of Methu/elah ; how ſoon would even ſuch a leaſe 
expire Extend it, if you pleaſe, ſtill farther, and let 
it be co-exiſtent with nature itſelf, How inconſiderable 
is the addition! For, yet a very little while, and the 
commiſſioned archangel lifts up his hand to heaven, 
and ſwears by the Almighty Name, That time ſpall be 
no longer r. Then, abu/ed opportunities, will never te. 
| 14 ; turn; 

* My days are fwifter than a weaver*s Auttle, Job vil. 6. 


: 4 | 

+ This alludes to the beginning of Revelations the xth; which 
abſtraQed from it's ſpiritual meaning, and conſidered only as a ſtately 
piece of machinery, well deſerves our attention; and, I will venture 
to ſay, has not it's ſuperior, perhaps not it's equal, in any of th 
moſt celebrated maſters of Greece and Rome.—All that is gioomy ef 
beautiful in the atmoſphere, all that is ſtriking or magnificent n 


ever 
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rn; and ey opportunities will never more be offered. 


thrown back from the opening eternity; thouſands of 
worlds would not be able to procure the grant. 


WY Shall I, now, be induſtrious to ſhorten, what is no 
| Wlonger than a ſpan ; or to quicken the pace of what is 
er on the wing? Shall I ſquander away what is anutter- 
i h important, while it laſts; and, when once departed, is 
„( gelber irrevocable! O! my ſoul, forbear the folly; for- 
bear the deſperate extravagance. Wilt thou chide as a 
11M loiterer, the arrow that boundeth from the ſtring ; or 
of Wiſveep away diamonds, as the refuſe of thy houſe ?— 
„ Throw time away! Aſtoniſhing, ruinous, irreparable 
1 8 ; pi pros 


W ls element, is taken to heighten the idea. Yet nothing is dif- 
proportionate 3 but an uniform air of ineffable majeſty greatens, 


„alte, ennobles the whole.—Be pleaſed to obſerve the afpe# of this 


e nuſt perſonage. All the brightneſs of tbe ſun, ſhines in his coun- 
* tenance 3 and all the rage of the fire, burns in his feet.— See his 

apparel, The clouds compoſe his robe, and the drapery of the ſky 
e foats upon his ſhoulders. The rainbow forms his diadem; and that 
e. ich “ compaſſeth the heaven with a glorious circle,” is the or- 

nament of his head. Behold his attitude. One foot ſtands on the 
he ocean, the other reſts on the land. The wide extended earth, and 
ſe e world of waters, ſerve as pedeſtals for thoſe mighty columns... 
Conſider the action. His hand is lifted up to the height of the ſtars. 


le cents, as the midnight deſart reſounds with the lion's roar, The 
heb "iulery of the ſkies is diſcharged at the fignal; a peal of ſevenfold 
thunder ſpreads the alarm; and prepares the univerſe to receive his 
"fders,-To finiſh all; and give the higheſt grandeur, as well as the 
utmoſt ſolemnity, to the repreſentation 3 hear the decree that iſſues 
from bis mouth—He froears by Him that liveth for ever and ever. 
In whatever manner, ſo majeſtic a perſon had expreſſed himſelf; He 
could not fail of commanding univerſal attention. But when he con- 
irms his ſpeech, by a moſt ſacred and inviolable oath; we are not 
only wrapt in ſilent ſaſpenſe, but overwhelmed with the profoundeſt 
awe.—He ſwears, That time ſhall be no longer, Was ever voice fo full 
of terror; ſo big with wonder? It proclaims, not the fall of empires, 
but the final period of things. It ſtrikes off the wheels of nature; 
bids ages and generations ceaſe to roll; and with one potent word, 
tnſgns a whole world over to difſoluticn.—This is one among 2 
tultitude of very ſublime and maſterly ftrokes, to be found in that tos 
Buch neglected book —the Biz . 


% 


Then, ſhould negligent mortals wiſh—wiſk ever ſo paſ- 
fonately—for a few hours - a few moments only—to be- 


He ſpeaks; and the regions of the firmament echo with the mighty | 
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profuſeneſs ! Throw empires away, and be blameleg 
But Ol be parſimonious of thy days; huſband thy p 
cious hours. They go connected, indiſſolubly connes 
ed, with heaven or hell“. Improved, they are a ſur 
pledge of everlaſting glory; waffed, they are a fad pre 
face to never-ending confuſion and anguiſh. 

What a profound filence has compoſed the world! 5 
profound is the ſilence, that my very breath ſeems 
noiſe ; the ticking of my watch is diſtinctly heard; i 
J do but ſtir, it creates a diſturbance. There is, noy 
none of that confuſed din, from the tumultuous city 
no. voice of jovial ruſtics, from the neighbouring me: 
dow : no chirping melody from the ſhady thicket, 
Every lip is ſealed. Not the leaſt whifper, invades the 
air; not the leaſt motion, ruſtles among the boughs 
Echo herſelf ſleeps unmoleſted. The expanded ear 
though all attention, catches no found but the liqui 
lapſe of a diſtant murmuring-ſtream. 


All things are huſh'd, as nature's ſelf lay dead, 


If, in the midſt of this deep and univerſal compoſure 
ten thouſand bellowing thunders ſhould burſt over 
head; and rend the ſkies, with their united vollies 
how ſhould I bear ſo unexpected a ſhock ? It would ſtu 
my. ſenſes, and confound my thoughts. I ſhoulk 
ſhudder in every limb; perhaps, ſink to the eartl 
with terror.—Conſider then, O mortals ! conſider t 
much more prodigious and amazing call, which _ 

« 

* I remember to have ſeen upon a ſun-dial in a phyſician's garde 

at Northampton, the following inſcription 3 which, I think, is the my 


proper motto for the inſtrument, that meaſures our time; and the m 
Ariting admonition, t hat can poflibly be prefented to every eye. 


AB Hoc MouzN Tro PENDET ZETERNITAS. ' 


The weighty ſenſe of which, I know not how to expreſs in Eng 
more happily than in thoſe words of Dr. Watts ; 


Good God! on what a ſlender thread 
[Or, on what a moment of time] 
Hang everlaſting things ! 


* 
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ng, alarm your ſleeping bones. When the tenants 
the tomb have ſlumbered, in the moſt undiſturbed re- 
oſe, for a multitude of ages; what an inconceivable 
onſternation muſt the Hout of the archangel, and the 
np of Go, occafion ! Will it not wound the ear of 
he ungodly ; and affright, even to diſtraction, the im- 
xnitentſinner? The ſtupendous peal will ſound through 
he yaſt of heaven; will ſhake the foundations of na- 
ure; and pierce even the deepeſt receſſes of the grave. 
ind how—O! how will the priſoners of divine juſtice, 
e able to endure that tremendous ſummons, to a far more 
remendous tribunal ?Do thou, my ſoul, liſten to the 
jill voice of the goſpel. Attend, in this thy day, to 

he gracious invitations of thy Saviour, Then, ſhall 
hat great midnight cry loſe it's horror, and be mufic in 
by ears. It ſhall be welcome to thy reviving clay, as 
be tidings of liberty, to the dungeon captive ; as the 
ear of jubilee to the haraſſed ſlave. This, this ſhall 
e it's charming import ; ©* Awake, and fing, ye that 
' dwell in duſt *."? 

What a general ce//ation of affairs, has this duſky _ 
ur introduced! A little while ago, all was hurry, 
urry. Life and activity exerted themſelves in a thou- 
and buſy forms. _T'he city ſwarmed, with paſſing and 
paſing multitudes. All the country was ſweat and 
luſt, The air fidated in perpetual agitation, by the 
| ting birds, and humming bees. Art fat prying with 
er piercing eyes; while induſtry plied her reſtleſs 
ands,—But ſee ; how all this fervent, and impetuous 
buſtle, is fled with the ſetting ſun. The beaſts are 
unk to their graſſy couch; and the winged people are 
tired, to their downy neſts. The hammer has reſign- 
it's ſonnding taſk, and the file ceaſes to repeat it's 
hing touches, Shut is the well-frequented ſhop, and 
5 threſhold no longer worn by the feet of numerous 
cuſtom- 


gl 


#* Iſaiah xxvi. 19. 
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cuſtomers. The village ſwain lies drowned in ſlumbem 
and even his truſty dog, who, for a conſiderable tin 
ſtood centry at the door, is extended at his eaſe, ; 

ſmores with his maſter.— In every place roi reclines he 
head, and application folds her arms. All intereſts foe 
to be forgot; all purſuits are ſuſpended ; all employ 
ment is ſunk away; ſunk away with thoſe flutterin 
myriads, which lately ſported in the ſun's departiy 
rays.—'Tis like the ſabbath of univerſal nature; ort 
though the pulſe of life ſtood ſtill. 


Thus will it be with our infinitely momentous cor 
cerns ; when once the ſhadows of the evening, (that long 
evening, which follows the footſteps of death!) « 
ftretched over us, The dead cannot ſeek unto Gon 
the living, the living alone, are poſſeſſed of this ineſf 
mable opportunity. There is no work or device 
«© no repentance or amendment, in the grave+, whi 
* ther we are all haſting.” Wherr once that clofing [en 
is advanced, we ſhall have no other part to act on thi 

earth! 


* Behold ! New is the acrepted time. Behold ! Now is the daj 


Aaluation. 2 Cor. vi. 2. 
Haſte, hafte, He lies in wait, He's at the door, 
Infidious death] Should his ſtrong hand arreſt, 
No compoſition ſets the pris'ner free. 


-» 

+ They who are gone down to the grave, are repreſented [Ii 
XXXYViii. 11.) by the phraſe — Fufkebi hedel=rendered by Yitring 
Thoſe that inhabit the land of 3 or cęſſation.— Which prevent 
all appearance of tautology in the ſentence; and is, I think, a vas 
able improvement of the tranſlation: as it conveys an idea, not ot 
diſtin from the preceding, but of a very poetical and very afflici 
nature; ſuch as was perfectly natural for the royal finger, and rojt 
ſufferer to dwell upon, in his deſponding moments.—Thus interprett 
the ſenſe will run; 7 fall ſee man no more; I ſhall be cut off frod 
4 the chearful ways of men, and al! the ſweets of human ſociety 
&« And, what is a farther aggravation of the threatened ftroke, I 
« by it's taking place, be numbered with thoſe, that inherit the lord 
« ceſſation and inactivity. Where there will be no more pofkbi 
«« of contributing to the happineſs of my kingdom; no more oppo 
« tunity of advancing my Creator's glory; or of making my on 
46 nal ſalvation ſure.” —A ſentiment like this, is grand, importu 
and full of benevolence; removes all ſuſpicion of unbecoming 75 
lonimity, and does the higheſt honour to the monarch's character. 
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by theatre. Then, the ſluggard, who has flumbered 
way "fe in a criminal inactivity, muſt lie down in 
peleſs diſtreſs, and everlaſting forrow. Then, that 
11 doom will take place, <* He that is holy, let him 
de holy Kill; and he hat i. nnn 
ſor ever.“ ä 

s it ſo, my ſoul? Is this the only, only time allotted; 
or obtaining the great reward, and making thy falva- 
on ſure? And art thou lulled in a vain ſecurity; of 
jreaming in a ſupine #nadvertency Start, O! ſtart from 
trance. Gird up the loins of thy mind, and work 
hile it is day. Improve the preſent ſeed- time, that 
ternity may yield a joyful harveſt.—-We eſpecially, who 
re watchmen in /reel, and miniſters of the glorious 
oſpel ; may aue be awakened, by this conſideration, 
all aſſiduity in our holy office. Some or other of cu, 
ahb, are ever and anon departing into the inviſible 
ute; all our friends; are making inceſſant approaches 
their long home; and we our/elves, ſhall very ſhortly 
e tranſmitted to the confinement ef the tomb. This is 
e favourable juncture, wherein alone we can contri- 
ute to their endleſs welfare. This is the crifis, the 
important criſis, of their final felicity. Inſtantly, 
derefore, let us pour in our wholeſome inſtructions; 
ſtantly, let us ply them with our earneſt exhortations. 
moment's delay, may be an irreparable loſs : may 
e irretrievable ruin. While we procraſtinate, a fatal 
oke may intervene ; and place ws, beyond the power 
f adminiitering or place them, beyond all Pont | 
I receiving any ſpiritual good “. 

T How 


„dee (caſe, re ented by the et (x Kings ſeems 
ay edi dn this dy the proph thy See here 
ul thre, he was gone, 80, while we are either remiſs in our func- 
a, or laying ourſelves out upon inferior cares, the people of our 
de may be gone ;—gone beyond the influence of our counſels; 
Nl IN reach of our prayery e into the e e and 


2 


- 
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- How frequently is the face of nature changed]! uy 
by changing, made more agreeable /—The 'long-con 
nued glitter of the day, renders the ſoothing ſhades 
the evening doubly welcome. Nor does the morn en 
purple the Eaſt with ſo engaging a luſtre, as after ti 
gloom of a dark and diſmal night.— At preſent, a; 
of tranquillity is ſpread througli the univerſe, 
weary winds have forgot to blow. The gentle gal 
have fanned themſelves aſleep, Not ſo much as a H 
gle leaf nods. Even the quiveribg aſpin refts, 4 
not one breath curls der the ftream. Sometimes, on th . 
contrary, the tempeſt ſummons all the forces of the air . 
and pours itſelf, with reſiſtleſs fury, from the a 
North. The whole atmoſphere is toſſed into tumult N 
ous confuſion, and the watry world is heaved to tl 1 
clouds. The aſtoniſhed mariner, and his ſtraining ve F 
ſel, now ſcale the rolling mountain, and hang dreadful; 
ly viſible on the broken ſurge : now ſhoot, with bea. 
long impetudlity, into the yawning gulf; and neithe . 
hulk, nor maſt, is ſeen. The ſtorm ſweeps over ... 
continent: raves along the city-{treets: ſtruggles thru 
the foreſt boughs ; and terrifies the ſavage nations vi 7 
a howl, more wildly horrid than their own. The knd 
. ty oaks bend before the blaſt ; their iron trunks grow 
and their ſtubborn limbs are daſhed, to the ground 
The lofty dome rocks ; and even the ſolid tower tottc 
en it's baſs. ob nh 7 roles nn 
Such variations are kindly contrived, and with Wi: 
evident condeſcenſion to the ficklenefs of our taſty 
Becauſe, a perpetual repetition of the an obe 
- would create ſatiety and diguft ; therefore, the inc 
gent Father of our race has diverſified the univerſal ſcene 
and bid every appearance bring with it the charm « 
novelty. This circumſtance is beneficial, as well as oi: 
tertaining. Providence, ever 1 to mortals; e, 
intent upon promoting our felicity ; has taken cart rn 
+» mingle in the conſtitution of things, what is pleaing 


©, 


0 
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ur imagination, with what js ſerviceable to our intereſts. 
he piercing winds, and rugged aſpeR of winter, render 
he balmy gales, and flowery ſcenes of ſpring, peculi- 
ly delightful, At the ſame time, the keen froſts mel- 
b the ſoil, and prepare it for the hand of induſtry. 
he ruſhing rains impregnate the glebe, and fit 1t to 
become a magazine of plenty. The earth is a great la- 
ratory ; and December's cold colleQs the groſs materials, 
wich are /ublimated by the refining warmth of May. 
he air is à pure elaſtic fluid; and were it always to re- 
main in 2bir motionleſs ſerenity, it would loſe much of 
tis ative ſpring ; was it never agitated by :-o/e nvholeſome 
mncufſions, it. would contract a noiſome, perhaps, a peſ- 
lential taint. . In which caſes, our reſpiration, iaſtead 
f purifying, would corrupt the vital juices : inſtead of 
pplying us with refteſhment, would be a ſource of 
liſeaſes; or every gaſp we draw, might he unayoidable 
leath “. How then ſhould we admire, how ſhould we 
adore, that happy union of benignity and wiſdom ; 
ich, from a warzety of diſpenſations, produces an aui- 
«nity of good Produces a perpetual ſucceſſion of de- 
ghts, and an uninterrupted ſeries of advantages 
The darkde/s is now at it's height; and I cannot but 
admire the obliging manner of it's taking place. It 
mes not with: a blunt and abrupt inciviſity, but makes 
Ws E ggob eri: if 8 gentle 
* Confidering the immenſe quantity of - coals, and other combuſ.. 
Idle materials Which are daily conſumed, and evaporate into the air. 
dalidering the numberleſs teams, and clouds of ſmoke, which al- 
volt continually overwhelm populous cities the noiſome exhala- 
ions, which ariſe from thronged infirmaries, and loathſome jails ; 
dm ſtagnating lakes, and putrid fens;—the variety of offenſive and 
hole ſome efflyvia, which proceed from other cauſes; —it is a 
remarkable inftance of a Providence, at once tenderly kind, and 
junitely powerful, chat manlciod is not ſuffocated with Rtench ; that 
Re air is not c,, with filth.— The air is the common ſewer, into 
wich ten thovfand fimes ten thouſand nuiſances are inceſſantly diſ- 
Qarged; yet it is preſerved fo thoroughly clear, as to afford the moſt 
tranſparent medium for vifion ; ſo delicately undulatory, as to tranſmit, 


do be the-conftant rofiner of the fluids, in every animal that 


with all imaginable diffinctnefs, 3 of found, ſo perfe#ly 


. 


nightly rounds.—Unfortunate the traveller, who i 
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gentle and reſpectful advances, A precipitate tranſition 
from the ſplendors of day, toall the horrors of midnight 
would be inconvenient and fri ghtful. It would bewild 
the traveller in his journey; it would ſtrike the creation 
with amazement ; and, perhaps, be pernicious to the 
organs of fight, Therefore the gloom ruſhes not uyai 
us inſtantaneouſly, but increaſes by flow degrees ; and 
ſending light before as it's harbinger, decently adver 
tiſes us of it's approach. By this means, we are neithe 
alarmed, nor incommoded, by the change; but are able 
to take all ſuitable and timely meaſures, for it's recey 
tion.— Thus graciouſly has providence regulated, 50 
only the grand wici/itudes of the ſeaſons, but allo thi 
common interchanges of light and darkneſs, with an appa 
rent reference to our comfort. | 


Now the fierce inhabitants of the fore forſake the 
dens. . A thouſand grim forms, a thouſand growling 


monſters, pace the deſart. Death is in their jaws, while 
ſtun g with hunger, and athirſt for blood, they roam thei 


— 1 —— _ 


overtaken by the night, in thoſe diſmal wilds"! Ho 
muſt he ſtand aghaſt, at the mingled yell of ravenou: 
throats, and lions roaring after their prey! Defend him 
propitious. heaven ! or elſe he muſt ſee his endearing 
ſpouſe, and hail his native home, no more — Now, the 
prowling wolf, like a murderous ruffian, dogs the be 
herd's footſteps, and beſets his bleating charge. 
fox, like a crafty felon, ſteals to the thatched bog 
and carries off the feathered booty. 


Happy for the world, were theſe the only deſtro) 
that walk in darkneſs. But, alas ! there are ſavages i 
human ſhape ; who, muffled in ſhades, infeſt the abode 
of civilized life. The ons of wiolence make choice o 


this ſeaſon ®, to perpetrate the moſt ee acts o 
Wrong 8 

„ — When night 
Darkens the ſtreets, then wander forth the ſons 
Of Belia!, flown —_ inſolence and wine. Mir r. 
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wrong and robbery. The adulterer waiteth for the twi- 
lebt; and, baſer than the villain. on the. highway, be- 
rays the honour of his boſom- friend. Now, faction 
forms her cloſe. cabals, and whiſpers her traiterous inſi- 
nuations. Now, rebellias plans her accurſed plots, and 
repares the train to blow a nation into ruin. Now, 

imes, which hide their odious heads in the day, haunt 
he ſeats of ſociety, and ſtalk. through the gloom with 
wdacious front. Now, the vermin of the fews crawl 
om their lurking holes, to wallow in fin, and ſpread 
ontagion through the night. Each ſoothing himſelf 
ith the fond notion, that all is ſafe; that no eye 


Are they then concealed ? Prepoſterous madmen ! 
No draw the curtain between their infamous practices, 
d a little ſet of mortals; but lay them open, to all 
ee chaſte and wwakeful eyes: of heaven“! As though 
he moon and ſtars were made, to light men to their 
dels, and not to GOD. — Are they then concealed ? 
„truly. Was every one of theſe vigilant luminaries 
aſed; an eye derner than the lightning's flaſh, an eye 
luer than ten thouſand ſuns, beholds their every mo- 
0, Their thickeſt ſhades are beaming day , to the 
ulous inſpector, and ſupreme judge of human actions. 
Deluded creatures! have ye not heard, have ye not 
ad, “ That clouds and darkneſs are:HIS majeſtic re- 
idence f?“ In that very gloom, to which you fly 
covert, he erects his throne, What you reckon your 
en, is the bar of his tribunal. -O !-remember this ! 
ad in awe, and fin not. Remember, that the great 
8 T3 N and 
n | 
yaa pid wy 1 1 8 . „ 
This is „ and ibly, expreſſed by iſt :., 
oe Pn —— mm 
% day. Or, as it may be rendered famewhat — \0r 
IT; Even the night :be broad daylight ail ground me, Plalgn 
liz. 20, | 


23 Pſalm. xevii. 2. 
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and terrible Gop is about your path *, when you tits 
your midnight range; is about your bed, when you in. 
dulge the looſe defire ; and ſpiel out all your way; | 
they ever ſo ſecretly conducted, or artfully diſguiſed. 
Some minutes ago, a paſſenger croſſed along the road; 
His horſe's foot ſtruck the ground, and fetched f 
from a flint. My eye, though at a diſtance, catched the 
view; and ſaw, with great clearne/5, the tranſient ſpar. 
kles : of which, had I been ever ſo near, I ſhould no 
have diſcerned the lea glimp/e, under the blaze of day; 
—So+, when ſickneſs has drawn a veil'over the gaiety 
of our hearts; when misfortunes have eclipſed the ſplen- 
dor of our outward circumſtances ; how many importan 
corviions preſent themſelves, with the brighteſt er. 
dence! Under the ſunſhine of proſperity, they lay un 
diſcovered ; but, when fome intervening cloud 
darkened the ſcene, they emerge from their obſcurity 
and even glitter upon our minds. Then, the world, that 
deluſive cheat, confeſſes her emptineſs: but Jesu. 
the bright and morning-ſtar, beams forth with inimi 
table luſtre. Then, vice loſes all her fallacious al 
lurements; that painted ſtrumpet is horrible, a 
the hags of hell: but virtue, deſpiſed virtue, gait 
lovelineſs from a louring providence, and treads the 
ſhad 
. ® The original words are much ftronger than the tranſlation. Ze 
and Mentie, fignify, Thou Ae my path, and art intimately 
quainted with all my un by e former, I apprehend, denoting ti 
exaF cognizance, which the Almighty taketh ; the latter imply 
the copſtant inſpection, which he exerciſeth ; over all the circun 
Kances of our conduct. Fal. cxxxix. 2. oy 
+ I beg leave to inform the young Gentleman, whoſe name digi 
my dedication 3 That cis was a remark of his honoured Father, wht 
we rode together, and converſed in a duſky evening. I mention th 
circumſtance, partly, to ſecure the paragraph from contempt ; partly 
to give him, and the world, an idea of that eminently ſerious tal 
which diftinguiſhed my deceaſed Friend.— The leſs obvidus the reflec 
Von, the more clearly it diſcovery a turn of mind, remarkably f 
ritual; which would ſuffer nothing to eſcape, without yielding fon 
religious improvement. The meaner the incident, the more admiru 
yyas that fertility of imagination, which could deduce the 
truths, from the moſt trivial occurrences. 
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dtades with more than mortal charms. - May this re- 
„ coacile me, and all the /n, of /orrow, to our appointed 
are of . If tribulation tend to diſſjpate the 
Winward darkneſs, and pour heavenly day upon our 
minds; welcome diſtreſs ; welcome diſappointment ; 
welcome whatever our froward fleth, or peeviſh paſſions, 
would mi/cal calamities. hee light affittions, which are 
but for a moment, ſhall ſit eaſy upon our ſpirits ; ſince 
they befriend our knowledge; promote our faith; and 
ſo, ** wuork out for us, a far more exceeding and eternal 
« weight glory“. 
How has this darkneſs ſnatched every ſplendid and 
eraceful object from my ſight! It has daſhed the ſponge 
over the pictures of ſpring, and deſtroyed all the delicate 
iifintions of things. Where are now the fine tinges, 
which ſo lately charmed me from the glowing parterre ? 
The bluſh is ſtruck out, from the cheeks of the roſe ; 
nd the ſnowy hue is dropt from the lily. I caſt my 
yes toward a magnificent ſeat ; but the aſpiring co- 
umns, and fair-expanded front, are mingled in rude 
confuſion. Without the ſun, all the elegance of the 
blooming world is a mere dlank ; all the ſymmetry of 
architeFure, is a ſhapeleſs heap. | 
Is not this an expreſſive emblem of the lovelineſs, 
hich the Sun of Righteouſneſs transfuſes into all that is 
uniable? Was it not for Iss us, and his merits, I 
| ſhould” 


* 2 Cor. iv. 17. The great Stephens, that oracle of Grecian learn. 
ing, tranſlates x urige, Quo. nikil majus dici aut fingi potef. 
but how does the ſenſe riſe! How is the idea inlarged, under two * 
lch forcible expreflions ! x uTrghoAny 15 e . The whole 
terſe is à maſter · piece of the beautiful antitigſu, thy lively deſcription, 
ad the nervous diction, It is one of thoſe exquilite paſlages in the 
aſpired writings, which, like ſome rich aromatic plants, cannot be 
trasferred from their own generous and native ſoil, without being 
pared in their vivacity, and loſing much of their delicacy. Per- 
ps, the following verhon may be ſomewhat leſs injurious to the 
«red original, than the common tranſlation ; Our very light afflic- 
«, which is but juſt for the preſent moment, wworketh out a far more c- 
une, an incomparably great, and eternal weight of glory, 
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ſhould figh with anguiſh of ſpirit : even while I row 
through ranks of the moſt beautiful flowers, or breaths 

amidſt a wilderneſs of ſweets. Was it not for Jus. 
and his merits ; I ſhould roam like ſome diſconſolate ſee 
tre, even through the ſmiles of creation, and the cateſſ 
of fortune: My converfationin this world, though drek 
ſed in the moſt engaging forms of external pleaſure 
would be like the paſſage of a condemned maſa 
through enamelled meadows, and bowers af bliſs, to be 
broke upon the wheel, or to expire on the rack. dt 
daily reflection, on the Lams's atoning blood; a com 


fortable truſt, that my ſoul is reconciled through thi 


divine expiation ; this is the ay, the golden Tay, whid 
irradiates the face of the univerſe. This is the oil d 
beauty, which makes all things wear a chearful aſped; 
and the ci of gladneſs, which diſpoſes the ſpeclator tt 
behold them with delight *. This, this is the ſecret 

charm, which teaches nature, in all her roſpecds and 

all her productions, ſo exquiſitely to pleale. 


Man goeth forth to his work, and to his labour 


till the evening.” But then his ſtrength fails; hi 


ſpirits flag; and he ſtands i in need, not only of ſome 
reſpite from toil, but of ſome kindly and ſovereign re 
freſhments.—What an admirable proviſign for this pur 
poſe, is ſleep / Sleep introduces a moſt welcome vacation 
both for the ſoul and body. The exerciſes of the brain 


all 


* Thus applied, that fine piece of flattery, addrefled to mi 
Emperor, is ftritly and literally trye. 
— — tus bi tus 
Afﬀulſit populo, gratior it dies, 
Ft ale nitent. Hon Ar. 
Which I would eaſt in a Chriftian mould, and thus tranſlate 3 
When faith preſents the Saviour's death, 
And whiſpers, „This is thinez” 
- "Sweetly my rifing hours advance, 
And peacefully decline. 
While ſuch my views, the radiant fu 
Sheds a more ſprightly ray; 
Each object ſmiles; all nature charm 2 
I ing my Cares away, 
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nd the labours of the hand, are at once diſcontinued. 
zo that the weary limbs repair their exhauſted vigour ; 
hile the penſive thoughts drop their load of ſorrows, 
nd the 3% ones reſt from the fatigue of application. 
Moſt reviving cordial ! Equally beneficial to our ani- 
pal and intellectual powers. It ſupplies the fleſhly ma- 
hine, and keeps all it's nice movements in a proper 
oſture for eaſy play. It animates the thinking facul- 
ies with freſh alacrity, and rekindles their ardor for the 
dies of the dawn. Without theſe enlivening recruits, 
o ſoon would the moſt robuſt conſtitution, be waſted . 
ito a walking ſeeleton ; and the moſt learned ſage, de- 
nerate into a gary idiot /——Some time ago, I beheld, 
ith ſurprize, poor Florio, His air was wild; his coun- 
nance meagre ; his thoughts roving, and ſpeech diſ- 
bacerted, Inquiring the cauſe of this ſtrange altera- 
jon, I was informed, that for ſeveral nights he had not 
oled his eyes in fleep. For want of which noble reſto- 
tive, that ſprightly youth, (who was once the life of 
e diſcourſe; and the darling of the company) is be- 
me a ſpectacle of miſery and horror. 


How many of my fellow-creatures are, at this very 
ſtant, confined to the bed of languiſhing ; and com- 
ning, with that illuſtrious ſufferer of old, Weari/ome 
pots are appointed to me *! Inſtead of indulging ſoft re- 
e, they are counting the tedious hours; telling every 
nking clock ; or meaſuring the very moments, by their 
tobbing pulſe. How many, haraſſed with pain, moſt 
Wonately long to make ſome little truce with their 
jones, in peaceful ſlumbers! How many, ſick with 
quetude, and reſtleſs even on their downy pillows, 
ud purchaſe this tranſient oblivion of their woes, al- 
It at any rate !-—That, which wealth cannot pro- 
re; which multitudes ſigh for in vain ; thy Gop has 
lowed on thee, times out of number. The welcome 


' oiſntant, 


® Job vii. 3. 
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viſitant, pundtual at the needed hour, has. entered th 
chamber, and poured his poppies round thy couch 
Has gently cloſed thy eye-lids, and ſhed his ſlumber 
dews over all thy ſenſes. . 


Since ſleep is ſo abſolutely neceſſary ; ; ſo ineſtimabh 
valuable; obſerve, what a fine apparatus Almighty gool 
neſs has made, to accommodate us with the baln 
bleſſing. With how kind a precaution, he remon 

whatever might obſtruct it's acceſs, or impede it's i 
fluence! He draws around us the curtain of darin 
which inclines us to a drowſy indolence, and conc 
every object, that might too ſtrongly agitate the ſenk 
He conveys peace into our apartments z and impoſes | 
lence, on the whole creation. Every animal is bid: 
to tread ſoftly, or rather to ceaſe from it's motin 
when man is retiring to his repoſe. May we not d 
cern, in this gracious diſpoſition of things, the ten 
cares of a nung - mother; who huſhes every noiſe, 
ſecludes every diſturbance, , when ſhe has laid the d 
of her love to reſt ? So, by ſuch ſoothing circumſt 
and TINY opiates, HE n to bis 


* dena! inſtance of a benden intent 1 

our welfare, is, that we are preſerved /aft in the hc 

of ſlumber. How are we then loſt to all apprehenſion 
danger; even though the murderer be at our bed. fc 

or his naked ſword at our breaſt ! Deſtitute of all ce 

cern for ourſelves, we are unable to think of, much mt 

to provide for, our own ſecurity. At theſe momet 
therefore, we lie open to innumerable perils : ane f 

l the reſiſtleſs rage of flames: perils, from the i 
artifices of thieves, or the outrageous violence of 

dem: perils from the irregular workings + of — 

thoug 


* Pſal: cxxvii. 2. 


+ T think, it is referable only to a ſuperintending, and * 
Providence, that we are not hurried into the maſt perniciow 
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oughts, and eſpecially from the incurſions of our ſpi- 

tual enemy. _ | | 41 
What dreadful miſchief might that reſtleſs, that im- 

cable ad verſary of mankind work, was there not an 

viſible hand to controul his rage, and protect poor 
ortals! What ſcenes of horror might he repreſent to 
r imaginations, and ** ſcare'us with dreams, or ter- 

rify us with viſions * !”* But the Keeper of 1/rael, who 

er flumbers nor ſleeps, interpoſes in our behalf; at 

ice to cheriſh us under his wings, and to defend us as 
ith a ſhield.—It is ſaid of Solomon, ** That threeſcore 
| _ * valiant 


en our imagination is heated, and our reaſon ftupefied by dreams. 
We have ſometimes heard of unfortunate perſons, who,. walking 
their ſleep, have thrown themſelves headlong from a window, and 
daſhed to death on the pebbles. And whence is it, that ſuch 
trous accidents are only related as pieces of news, not exferienced 
ourſelves, or our families? Were owr minds more ſober in their 
nations, or more circumſpe& in their regards? No, verily: No- 
ing could be more wild, than their excutſions; and none could be 
t inattentive to their own welfare. Therefore, if ve have laid 
iron, and ſlept in peace; it was, becauſe the LORD. vouchſafed 
the ſweet refreſhment : if <ve roſe again in ſafety ; it was, becauſe 

LORD ſaſtained us with his unremitted protection. ö 
Will the candid reader excuſe me, if I add a ſhort ſtory; or rather 
tr of fact, ſuitable to the preceding remark ? — wo perſons, 
o had been hunting together in the day, flept together the follow- 
night. One of them was renewing the putſuit in his dream; 
having run the whole circle of the chaee, came, at laſt; to the 
of the ſtag. Upon this, he cries out, with a determined ardor, 
| Ell kim: I kill Aim: and immediately feels for the knife, which 
extied in his pocket, His companion happening to be awake, and 
ring what paſſed, leaped from the bed. Being ſecure from dan- 
and the moon ſhining into the room, he ſtood to view the event. 
en, to his inexpreflible ſurprize, the infatuated ſportſman gave 
td deadly ſtabs, in the very place, where, a moment before, the 
at and the life of his friend lay.— This I mention, as a proot, 
nothing hinders us, even from being aſfafſins of others, or mur- 
* of our/e/©es,/ amidſt the mad (allies of ſleep; only the preventing 

of our venly Father. > Fae | 1. +4 * 
What a complete maſter that malignant ſpirit is, in exhibiting 
wry — — — a from his conduct towards CinisT, 
de high mountain: dh he is too ready, if not reſtrained by 
cr. ruling Power, to employ his dexterity in affifting mankind, is 

at from his remnant of Fob, See Lale iv. 5. Jeb vii. 14. 
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5 valiant men were about his bed; all expert in wy 
« every one with his ſword upon his thigh, becay 
of fear in the night®.” But one greater th; 
Solomon; one mightier than myriads of armed hoſk 
even the great JeHovan, in whom is everlaſting 
ſtrength; he vouchſafes to excamp about our houſes ; 
watch over our ſleeping minutes, and to ſtop all f 
avenues of iH.—O ! the unwearied and condeſcendi 
goodneſs of our Creator! who /ulls us to our rf, b 
bringing on the ſilent ſhades ; and plants his own erg 
watchful eye as our centinel, while we enjoy the needh 
repoſe. I? Thy 

Reaſon, now, reſigns her ſedate office; and fany 
extravagant fancy, leads the mind through a maze « 
vanity. The head is crouded with falſe images, a 
tantalized with the moſt ridiculous miſapprehenſia 
of things. Some, are expatiating amidſt fairy fell 
and gathering garlands of viſionary bliſs; while the 
bodies are ſtretched on a wiſp of ſtraw, and ſheltered | 
the cobwebs of a barn. Others, quite inſenſible 
their rooms of ſtate, are mourning in a doleful Junge 
or ſtruggling with the raging billows. Perhaps, vit 
haſty ſteps, they climb the craggy cliff; and, with re 
anxiety, fly from the imaginary danger, Or elf 
benumbed with ſudden fear, and finding themſel 
unable to eſcape, they give up at once their hop 
and their efforts; and, though reclined on a couch 
ivory, are ſinking, all helpleſs and diſtreſſed, in ti 
furious whirlpeol. So unaccountable are the waga 
of the brain, while ſleep maintains it's dominion 0 
the limbs | 

But is this the only ſeaſon, when abſurd and incol 
rent irregularities play their magic on our minds? 
there not thoſe who dream, even in their <vating i 
ments ?—Some pride themſelves in a notion of ſupe 
_ excellency, becauſe the royal favour has 4 | 

14. xo # 14.2 


» Cant. li, 7, 8. 
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Jendid titles to their names; or becauſe the dying 
worm has bequeathed her fineſt threads, to cover 
heir nakedneſs.—Others congratulate their own ſignal 
wpineſs, becauſe loads of golden lumber are amaſſed 
wether in their coffers 3 or promiſe themſelves a moſt: 
uperlative felicity indeed, when ſome thouſands more 
re added to the uſeleſs heap.— Nor are there wanting 
hers, who gape after /«bantial ſatisfaction from airy 
ylauſe ; and flatter themſelves with, J know not 
hat, immortality in the momentary buz of renown.— 
re any of theſe a whit more reaſonable in their opini- 
ns, than the poor ragged wretch in his reveries ; who, 
bile. ſnoring under a hedge, exults in the poſſeſſion of 
is ſtately palace, and ſumptuous furmiture? — If per- 
ons, who are very waſals to their own domineering pal. 
ons, and Jed captive by numberleſs temptations : if 
eſe perſons pique themſelves with a conceit of their 
Iberty, and fancy themſelves the generous and gallant 
irits of the age: where is the difference between 
heirs, and the madman's frenzy; who, though chained: 
the floor, is throned in thought, and wielding an- 
mginary ſceptre ?—-In' a word; as many as borrow” 
ber dignity from a plume of feathers, or the gaudy 
rippings of fortune; as many as ſend their ſouls to 


ing ſhort of the divine favour, and a well-grounded 
pe of the incorruptible inheritance ; what are they, 
ut dreamers with their eyes open; deliriour, though 
b health ? ? 

Would you ſee their picture, drawn to the very life f 
nd the ſucceſs of their ſchemes, calculated with the 
moſt exactheſs; caſt your eye upon that fine repre - 
tation, exhibited by the prophet : 7r ball be even af 
en a hungry man dreameth, and behold, he eateth z Bu 
owaketh, and his foul is empty or as when a thirty 
» dreameth, and _— arinketh ; but he awaketh, 


and 
® Theſe give a ſacred, and home-felt delight, 
A ſober certginty of waking bliſs Mir r. C 


k for bliſs in the blandiſhments of ſenſe, or in any 
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and behold, he is faint, and his foul hath appetite . Such 
is the race, and ſuch the prize, of all thoſe candida 
for honour and joy; who run wide from the mark d 
the high calling of Goo, in Cnaisr Jesvs. They 
lie in vanity, and die in woe.—Awaken us, mercifa 
Lord, from thoſe noon-tide trance] Awaken us, while 
conviction may turn to our advantage, and not ſer 
only to increaſe our torment. O! let our * eyes he 
*« enlightened, to diſcern the things that are excellent; 
and no longer be impoſed upon by fantaſtic appearance, 
which, however pompous they may ſeem, will prove more 
empty than the viſions of the night, more tranſient than 
the dream that is ſorgotten. 


Having mentioned fleep and dreams, let me once. 
gain conſider thoſe remarkable incidents of our frame: 
fo very remarkable, that I may venture to call them, 
Kind of experimental myfery, and little leſs than 
ſtanding miracle.—Behold the moſt wigorous conflitutim, 
when ſtretched on the bed of eaſe, and totally reſigned 
to the ſlumbers of the night. It's activity is oppreſſe 
with fetters of indolence; it's ſtrength is conſignet 
over to a temporary annihilation ; ; the nerves are liks 
a bow unſtrung, and the whole animal ſyſtem is like 
motionleſs log. Behold a perſon of the moſt lic 

ſenſations , and lid diſpoſitions. His eyes, thoug! 
thrown wide open, admit not the viſual ray; at leaf 
diſtinguiſh not objects. His ears, with the organ 
unimpaired, and articulate accents beating upon the 
drum, perceive not the ſound ; at leaſt, apprehenc 
not the meaning. The ſenſes, and their exquiſite) 
fine feelings, are overwhelmed with an unaccountabk 
ſtupefaction. You call him a /ecial creature; but when 
are his ſocial affections? He knows not the father 
that begat him; and takes no notice of the friend 
that is as his own ſoul, The wife of his boſom ma 
1 expire by his ſide, and he lie more unconcerned A 
t a bat 
® Ifa, xxix. 8. 
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4 barbarian. The children of his body, may be tor- 
tured with the ſevereſt pangs; and he, even in the 
ame chamber, remain untouched with the leaſt com- 
miſcration.—Behold the moſt ingenious ſcholar : whoſe 
judgment is piercing, and able to trace the moſt intri- 
ate difficulties of ſcience ; his taſte refined, and quick 
to reliſh all the beauties of ſentiment and compoſition. 
MI !et, at this juncture, the thinking faculties are unhing- 
„ed, and the intellectual economy quite diſconcerted. 
Inſtead of cloſe- connected reaſonings, nothing but a 
djointed huddle of abſurd ideas: inſtead of well - di- 
geſted principles, nothing but a diſorderly jumble of 
crude conceptions. The moſt palpable deluſions, im- 
poſe upon his imagination. The whole night paſſes, 
and he frequently miſtakes it for a fingle minute: is 
ot ſenſible of the tranſition, hardly ſenſible of any du- 
ation. | | | 


Yet, no ſooner does the morning dawn, and day- 
icht enter the room; but this ſtrange inchantment 
nniſhes. The man awakes, and finds himſelf pee 
of all the valuable, endowments ; which, for ſeyerak 
hours, were ſuſpended, or loſt. His ſinews are braced, 
and fit for action. His ſenſes are alert and keen. The 
romantic viſionary brightens into the maſter of reaſon. 
The frozen or benumbed affections, melt with tender- 
bels, and glow with benevolence ; and, what is beyond 
meaſure ſurpriſing, the intoxicated mind works itſef 
oder, not by ow degrees; but, in the twinkling of an 
eye, recovers from it's perturbation.—Why does not 
tte ſtupor, which deadens all the nice operations of the 
animal powers, hold -faſt it's poſſeſſion? When the 
thoughts are once diſadjuſted, why are they not always 
n confuſion ? How is it, that they are rallied in a 
Moment ; and, from the wildeſt irregularity, reduced 
the moſt orderly array? — From an inaQtivity, re- 
mbling death; how is the body ſo /«ddenly reſtored, 
w vigour and agility ? From extravagancies, border- 

| * ing 
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ing upon madneſs; how is the underſtanding i»fang, 
zeouſly re-eſtabliſhed, in ſedateneſs and harmony? 
Surely, „this is the Lox 0's doing, and it ſhould |} 
*« marvellous in our eyes :” ſhould awaken our grat 
tude, and infpirit our praiſe. 

This is the time, in which gh9/s are ſuppoſed u 
make their appearance. Now, the timorous imaginalin 


teems with phantoms, and creates numberleſs terron 


to itſelf, Now dreary forms, in ſullen ſtate, ſtalk along 
the gloom ; or, ſwifter than lightning, glide aerob 
the ſhades. Now, voices more than mortal“ are hear 
from the echoing vaults, and groans ifſue from th 

hollow tombs. Now, melancholy ſpectres viſit the ru. 
ins of antient monaſteries, and frequent the ſolitan 
dwellings of the dead. They paſs and repaſs, in unſub- 
ſtantial images, along the forſaken galleries; or take 
their determined ſtand, over ſome lamented. grave. 
How often has the ſchool-boy fetched a leng circuit, 
and trudged many a needleſs ſtep, in order to avoid th 
haunted church-yard ? or, if neceſſity, ſad neceſlity, 
has obliged him to croſs the. ſpot ; where human full 
are lodged below, and the baleful yews ſhed ſupernume. 
rary horrors.aboye ; a thouſand hideous ſtories ruſh in. 
to his memory. Fear adds wings to his feet; he ſcarcy 
touches the ground ; dares not once look behind him; 
and bleſſes his good fortune, if no frightful ſound 


purred at his heels, if no ghaſtly ſhape bolted upon bis 


fight. 

'Tis ſtrange, to obſerve the exceſſive timidity, which 
poſſeſſes many people's minds, on this fanciful occaſm 
while they are void of all concern, on others of the mol 
tremendous import. Thoſe, who are ſtartled, in any dark 
and lonely walk, at the very apprebenfion of a ſingle 


Ipectre; are nevertheleſs unimprefled at the ſure pry 
| | — 


Vox guogue per lucos vulgo exaudita ſilentes 
Ingens, & ſimulacra moais failentia miris ? 
V ja ſub objcurum noctis.— VII o. 
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4:4, of entering into a whole world of diſembodied be- 
ings. Nay, are without any emotions of awe, though 
they know themſelves to be haſtening into the preſence 
of the great, infinite, and eternal Spirit. —Should ſome 
pale meſſenger from the regions of the dead, draw back 
our curtains at the hour of midnight ; and, appointing 
ſome particular place, ſay, as the horrid apparition 
to Brutus, I'll meet thee there * I believe, the boldeſt 
heart would feel ſomething like a panic; would ſeriouſ- 
y think upon the adventure, and be in pain for the 
event., But, when a voice from heaven cries, in the 
awakening language of the prophet, Prepare to meet thy 
Cd, O Iſrael T; how little is the warning regarded! 
How ſoon is it forgot! Prepoſterous ſtupidity ! to be 
utterly unconcerned, where it is the trueſt wiſdom to take 
the alarm; and to be all trepidation, where there is 
nothing really terrible Do thou, my ſoul, remember 
thy Saviour's admonition z. ** 7 auill forewars you whon 
« z0u ſhall fear. Fear not theſe imaginary horrors of 
* the night. But fear that awful Being; whoſe reve- 
„lation of himſelf, though with expreſſions of peculiar 
' mercy, made Moſes, his favourite ſervant, tremble: 
exceedingly. Whoſe manifeſtation, when he appears 
'with purpoſes of inexorable vengeance, will make 
* mighty conquerors 3 who were familiar with dangers, 
and eſtranged to diſmay ; call upon the mountains to 
* fall on them, and the rocks to cover them. The 
' menace of whoſe. majeſtic eye, when he comes at- 
tended with thouſand thouſands of his immortal 
' hoſts, will make the very-heavens cleave aſunder, and- 
' the earth flee away.—O! dread nis diſpleaſure ; 
cure. 1s favour; and then thou may ſt commit all 
0 U3 | 060 thy 
„M. def Muse, and. his evil Geaize, ls well known Mg 
it be denied, that the preciſe words of the ſpectre to the hero- 


dre, Pl! meet thee at Philippi, But, as this would not anfwer my 
65 1 was obliged to make an alteration, in the cireumſtages ob 


1 Amos ir. 22. l 


| 
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and _ was muſing upon fublime and heavenly 


'S 


thy other anxieties to the wind. Thou way'ſt I 
c at every other fear.“ | 


This brings to my mind a memorable and amazir 
occurrence, recorded in the book of Job. Which z 
I think, no inconſiderable proof of che rea einn 
2 pparitions +, on ſome very extraordinary emergencies; 
while it diſcountenances thoſe legions of idle tals, 
which ſuperſtition has raiſed, and credulity received, 
Since it teaches us, that if, at any time, thoſe viſitant 
from the unknown world, render themſelves percein. 
ble by mortals, it is not upon any errand of frivolou 
conſequence ; but, to convey intelligences of the ut. 
moſt moment, or to wor# impre/ions of the higheſt ad 
vantage. | 


*T'was in the dead of night. All nature lay ſhronded 
in darkneſs. Every creature was buried in ſſeep. Th 
moſt profound ſilence reigned through the univerſe 
In theſe folema moments, E/iphaz alone, all wakefil 


ſubjects 


l 
* Tob iv. 12, 14, &c. 


Is a froef of the real exiſtence of apfaritions. — If the ſenſe, u 
which I have always underſtood this paſſage, be true—E!ip4az, | 
apprehend, was neither in a trance, nor in a dream, but perfect) 
Wake hough he ſpeaks of ſleep ; he ſpeaks of. it, as fallen not 
upon himſelf, but upon other men. He does not mention dream 
though feln, ſomria, would have ſuited.the verſe (if the book bg 
in metre} altogether as well as hezinuth, viſiones.— It could not, ſurely 
he a wind, as ſome tranſlate the word. rue. Becauſe, the circum 
$ance of flanding ftill, is not ſo compatible. with the nature of 
wind; and.a wind would have paſſed above him, all around him, 2 
well as before him. Not to add, how low a remark it is, and be 
unworthy of à place in © auguſt a deſcription, that he could not df 
cern the form of a wind.—It ſeems, therefore, to have been 4 * 
ſpirit ; either engelical, as were thoſe, which preſented themlelve 
to Abrakem, reſting at the door of his tent, and to Lot, fitting in th 
gate of Sdem; or elſe, the ſpirit of ſome departed ſaint, as in the en 
of Semuel's apparition, or the famous appearance of Moſes and E 7 
on the Mount of 'Trans5guration.—A ſpirit, aſſuming ſome v 
in order to become vifible to the human eye. Which, according! 
Ei laa ſaw, exhibiting itſelf as an object of ſight. But ſaw ſo obicure! 
and indiſtinctly, that he was not able, either to deſeribe it's 4 
er to deſcern c it reſembled. 
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bjects. When, lo! an awful being, from the invi- 
e realms, burſt into his apartment *. A ſpirit paſſed” 
fore bis face. Aſtoniſhment ſeized the beholder. His 
ones ſhivered within him; his fleſh*trembled all over 
im; and the hair of his head ſtood erect with horror. 
adden and unexpected, was the appearance of the- 
hantom ; not ſuch it's departure. It food fill, to pre- 
ent itſelf more fully, to his view. It made a ſolemm 
pauſe, to prepare his mind for ſome momentous meſ- 
ape, — After which, a voice was heard. A voice, for 
the importance of it's. meaning, worthy to be had in 
xerlaſting remembrance ; for the ſolemnity of it's de- 
livery, enough to alarm a heart of. ſtone. It ſpoke. 
and this was the purport of it's words; —““ Shall man, 
fail man, be juſt before the mighty GOD ? Shall even. 
« the moſt accompliſhed of mortals be pure in the fight of his 
Mater + ? Beheld, and conſider it: attentively. He 
* put no ſuch truſt. in bis moſt exalted ſervants, as ſhould. 
beſpeak them incapable of defect. Aud his very an- 


gels, 


] have given this ſolemn picture a modern dteſs, rather for the 
fike of variety and illuſtration, than from any apprehenſion of im- 
proving the admirable original. Such an attempt, I. am ſenfibley 
2, WA would be more abſurdly vain, than to lacquer gold, or paint the di- 
ond. The deſcription, in. Eliphaz's own language, is awful and 
non decting to the laſt degree. A night picce, dreſſed in all' the circum- 
m taoces of the deepeſt horror. I queſtion, whether. Shakeſpeare bim- 
e, though ſo peculiarly happy for his great command of terrifying 
mages, has any thing ſuperior or comparable to this. The judges. 
of fine compoſition ſee the maſterly ſtrokes ; and, I believe, the moſt 
ordinary reader feels them, chilling his blood, and awakening emo- 


tions of dread in his mind. 


} There ſeems to be. a ſignificant. and beautiful gradation in the 
Hebrew words Anu/h and geber, which I have endeavoured to ꝓreſerve, 
by a fort of paraphraſtic verfion. =» The reader will obſerve a new 
urn given to the ſentiment; preferable, I think, to that which our 
E19/14 tranſlation exhibits. Not, Hall man be more juſt than GOD? 
but, Aal man be juſt lefore, or in the. ſight of GOD? The paſlage, 
dus rendered; ſpeaks.a truth incomparably more weighty, and need- 
aus de inculcated. A truth, exactly parallel to that humbling 
Wl © icflion of the prophet, We are all as an unclean thing; and to that 
2 blmn declaration of the Pſalmiſt, Ia thy fight fall us mam living be 


el. 


«higheſt perfection of their holineſs, infinitely benes 


the righteouſneſs of the incarnate Gop.—'To inculcats 


tation of ſpirits.— Whatever then we neglect; let us 
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« gelt, he charged with folly ; as ſinking, even in 


his tranſcendent glories ; as falling, even in all i 
fidelity of their obedience, inexpreſſibly ſhort of f 
* homage due to his adorable Majeſty. If angelic wid" 
„ tures muſt not preſume to juſtify, either themſelyg 
© or their ſervices, before uncreated purity ; how nu 
*« more abſurd is ſuch a notion, how much more imp 
*© ous ſuch an attempt, in them that dwell in hoſes 
* clay; whoſe original is from the duſt, and wh, 
« ſtate is all imperfection!ꝰ | 


J would obſerve from hence, the very ſingular : 
ceſſity of that poverty of ſpirit, which intirely rena 
it's own attainments ; and moſt thankfully /bmits t 


this leſſon, the Son of the Blefſed came down frou 
heaven; and preſſed no other principle, with fo Wi 
peated * an importunity, on his hearers. To inſtil the 
fame doctrine, the Hol Y Gaosr touched the lip 
of the Apoſtles with ſacred eloquence ;. and made it an 
eminent part of their commiſſion, * to demoliſh eve 

„ high imagination.” That no expedient might be 
wanting, to give it a deep and laſting efficacy on the hu- 
man mind; a phantom ariſes from the valley of the 
ſhadow of death, or a teacher deſcends from the habi- 


not negle& to cultivate his grace, which has been { 
variouſly taught, ſo powerfully enforced... 


Hark! a doleful voice. with ſudden ftarts, and hi- 
deous ſcreams, it diſturbs the ſilence of the peaceful 


night, 


It is well worthy. of our obfervation, fays an excellent com- 
mentator, That no one ſentence uttered by our Lon n, is ſo fit- 
% quently repeated as this; Wheſoever all exalt himſelf, ſhall be 
© abaſed; and he that all humble himſelf, /iall be exalted.” Which 
often occurs in the Evangeliits ; but is never duly accompliſhed in uy 
till we diſclaim all pretenſion to merit and righteouſneſs of our own, 
—— them only in the atonement and obedience of I 

HELST\, | | 
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obt, 'Tis the /creech owl, ſometimes in frantic, 
metimes in diſconſolate accents, uttering her woes “. 
e flies the vocal grove, and ſnuns the ſociety of all 
feathered choir. The blooming gardens, and 
wery meads, have no charms for her. Obſcene 
ades, ragged ruins, and walls overgrown with ivy, 
e her favourite haunts. Above, the mouldering pre- 
ice nods, and threatens a fall: below, the toad 
rawls, or the poiſonous adder hiſſes. The ſprightly 
orning, which awakens other animals into joy, ad- 
iniſters no pleaſure to this gloomy recluſe. Even the 
ling face of day, is her averſion ; and all it's lovely 
enes, create nothing but uneaſineſs. 


So, juſt ſo, would it fare with the «ngodly ; were it 
oſſible to ſuppoſe their admiſſion, into the chaſte and 
right abodes of endleſs felicity. They would find no- 
ning but diſappointment and ſhame, even at the 
puntain-head of happineſs and honour.— For how 
ould the tongue, habituated to profanene/s, tafte any 
cight in the harmonious adorations of heaven? How 
ould the lips, cankered with ander, reliſh the rap- 
ures of everlaſting praiſe ? Where would be the ſatis- 
tion of the wain beauty, or the ſupercilious grandee? 
dince, in the temple of the ſkies, no incenſe of flat- 
ry would be addreſſed to the former; nor any obſe- 
vous homage paid to the latter.— The ſpotleſs and 
conceivable purity of the bleſſed Gop, would fas 
oatuſion on the laſcivious eye. The envious mind, 
nuſt be on a rack of ſelf-tormenting paſfons ; to ob- 
ere millions of happy beings, ſhining in all the per- 
ions of glory, and ſolacing themſelves in the ful- 
els of joy.—In ſhort ; the unſanRified ſoul, amidſt 

holy 
* Solaque culminibus forali carmine bubo 
Sefe queri, longaſque in fletum ducere woces. 


ws ſung that charming genius, that prince of the antient poets, 
kat moſt conſummate maſter of elegance and accuracy; all whoſe 
"ments are nature, whoſe every deſcription is a picture, whoſe whole 


guare is muſics VIA GLL, 
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holy and triumphant ſpirits ; even in the refined 
ons of bliſs and immortality ; would be like thin 
lancholy bird, diſſodged from her darkſome retiren 
and impriſoned under the beams of day“. 

The voice of this creature ſcreaming at our winds 
or of the raven croaking over our houſes, is, they f 
a toten of approaching death . There are perfons; w 
would regard ſuch an incident, with no ſmall dep 
of ſolicitude. Trivial as it is; it would damp the 
Ipirits, perhaps, break their reſt.-One cannot ht 

wonder, that people ſhould ſuffer themſelves to | 
affrighted at ſuch fantafricel, and yet be quite unatke 
ed with real, preſages of their diſſolution. Real, pr 
ſages of this awful event, addreſs us from every qt 
ter. What are theſe incumbent glooms, which 0 
whelm the world, but a kind of pa/l provided for nature 
and an image of that long night, which will quick 
cover the inhabitants of the whole earth ? What 
affinity has the fleep+, which will very ſoon wei 
down my drowſy eye-lids, with that ſtate of intire ce 
fation, in which all my ſenſes muſt be laid afide! T 
ſilent chamber, and the bed of ſlumber, are a very lg 
nificant repreſentation of the land, where all things a 
huſhed ; all things are forgotten.ä— What meant th 
deep death-bell note, which, the other evening, ſaddet 


— — —__— —ů — — * 
—— —_—_—_ _— — LS”; - - 


— — On 
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| 
| 
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I would beg of the reader to obſerve, with what emphoſis u 
frepriety our Lex p touches this important point, in his memorable u 
ply to Nicodemus. Verily, werily, I Jay unto thee, Except a * 
born again, he CANNOT enter into the kingdom of feaven; 24 
4% wave the authority of the Supreme Judge, and ſpeak = ine 
4% deſcenſion of a teacher in 1jrael. Though I might, without — 
4 liable to the leaſt controul, paſs it into a ſovereign decree; 

& unrenewed mortals, who are ſlaves to corrupt appetite, — 
4 enter the habitations of the juſt; I rather chooſe to repre 5 
« it, as a caſe utterly impeſſible; and charge the calamuty, = - 
6 divine ſeverity, but upon human folly. Such perſons, | : * 
6c very nature of things, preclude themſelves; they ** qe 
« gwn minds; and contrarieties muſt be reconciled, before 22 

„their unregenerate condition, cas be partakers of thoſe ple 
& and ſublime delights.” 7 iii. 3. 


1 Et conjanguineus Leiki ſopor, VIIõ. 
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the air? Laden with heavieſt accents, it ſtruck 
ears, and ſeemed to knock at the door of our 
arts. Surely, it brought a meſſage to ſurviving 
tals, and thus the tidings ran: Mortals, thg 
deſtroyer of your race is on his way. The laſt ene- 
my has begun the purſuit ; and is gaining ground 
upon you, every moment. His paths are ſtrewed 
with heaps of ſlain. Even now his javelin has laid 
one of your neighbours in the duſt ; and will ſoon, 
rery ſoon, aim the inevitable blow at each of your 
» a lives.” 

We need not go down to the charnel-houſe, nor cars 
our ſearch into the repoſitories of the dead ; in or- 
r to find memorials of our impending doom. Amul- 
ude of theſe remembrancers are planted in all our 
ure hs, and point the heedleſs paſſengers to their long 
me, I can hardly enter a conſiderable town, but I 
t the funeral proceſſion, or the mourners going 
out the ſtreets. The hatchment ſuſpended on the 
cee, or the crape ſtreaming in the air, are filent ig- 
mations ; that both rich and poor have been emptying 
ir houſes, and repleniſhing their ſepnlchres. I can 
sure join in any converſation, but mention is made 
ſome that are given over by the phyſician, and ho- 
ing on the confines of eternity; of others, that have 
it dropt their clay amidſt weeping friends, and are 
ne to appear before the Judge of all the Earth. 
WW bere's not a news-paper comes to my hand; but amidſt 
ies entertaining narrations, reads ſeveral ſerious 
uu of mortality. What elſe are the repeated ac- 
unts—of age, worn out by ſlow- conſuming ſickneſſes 
aur youth, daſhed to pieces by ſome ſudden ſtroke of 
alualty—of patriots, exchanging their ſeats in the 
Wa for a lodging in the tomb—of miſers, reſign- 
js their breath, and (O relentleſs deſtiny !) leaving 
ir very riches for others? Even the vehicles of our 
auſement, are regiſters of the deceaſed ; and the 
volce 
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voice of fame ſeldom ſounds, but in concert wit 
Snell. 


Theſe monitors croud every place; not ſo mu 
ag the ſcenes of our diverſion excepted. What are$ 
decorations of our public buildings, and the moſt c 
gant furniture of our parlours ; but the imagery 
death, and trophies of the tomb ? That marble buf 
and thoſe gilded pictures; how ſolemnly they rec 
the fate of others, and ſpeakingly remind us of our on 
I ſee, I hear, and O! I feel this great truth. Itj 
interwoven with my conſtitution. Ihe frequent & 
cays of the ſtructure foretel it's final ruin. What 1 
all the pains, that have been darted through my limhs 
what every diſeaſe, that has aſſaulted my health; be 
the advanced guards of the foe ? What are the lango 
and wearineſs, that attend the labours of each revoly 
day; but the more /ecret practices of the adverlan 
flowly undermining the earthly tabernacle ? 


Amidſt ſo many notices, ſhall we go on thoughtle 
and unconcerned? Can none of theſe prognoſtic 
which are ſure as oracles,. awaken our attention, 20 
engage our circumſpection? Noah, *tis written, bri 
warned of GOD, prepared an ark, Imitate, my foul 
imitate this excellent example. Admoniſhed by fuc 
a cloud of witneſſes, be continually putting thyſelf 1 
a readineſs for the laſt change. Let not that day, « 
which thou haſt ſo many infallible ſigns, come upd 
thee unawares,—Get the ivy untwined, and thy affe 
tions diſentangled from this inchanting world ; thi 
thou may'ſt be able to quit it, without reluQance 
Get the dreadful hand-writing cancelled, and all thy lin 
blotted: out; that thou may'ſt depart in peace, al 
have nothing to fear at the deciſive tribunal. Get, 0 
get thyſelf intereſted in the Redeemer's merits, i 
transformed into his ſacred image; then, ſhalt thou" 
meet for the inheritance of Saints in light, and may! 
even deſire to be diſſolved, and to be with CHRIST. 


Sometim 


ON- THE NIGHT. * 


Sometimes, in my evening walk, I have heard, | 


—  'Fhe wakefal bird - 
Sing darkliog, and, in ſhadieſt covert wid, 
Tune her noctur nal note *. 


ow different the airs of this charming 3 from 
hoſe harſh and boding outcries ! The little creature 4 
through all the variations of muſic ; and ſhewed herſelf 
miſtreſs of every grace, which conſtitutes or embelliſhes | 
harmony,—Sometimes, ſhe ſwells a manly throat, and 
her ſong kindles into ardor. The tone is ſo held, and, 
rikes with ſuch energy, you would i imagine the ſpright- 
y ſerenader in the very next thicket. Anon, the ſtrain, 
anguiſbes, and the mournful warbler melts into tender- 
eſs. The melancholy notes Juſt ſteal upon. the ſhades, 
nd faintly touch your ear; or, in ſoft and fadly- 
eaſing accents, they ſeem to die along the diſtantvale. 
ilence is pleaſed, and night! liſtens to the trilling tale. 
What an invitation is this, to flip away from the 
hronged city! This coy and modeſt minſtrel, eyter- 
ins only the lowers of retirement, Thoſe, who are ca- 
uſing over their bowls, or ranting at the riotous club, 
ſe this feaſt of harmony.— In like manner, the plea- 
res of religion, and the joy of reconciliation” with 
oo; the ſatisfactions ariſing, from an eſtabliſhed in- 
reſt in Ca R187, and from the proſpeR of a bliſsful im. 
ortality ; theſe are all loſt to the mind, that is ever ix 
r croud ; and dares not, or delights not, to retire inta 
elf. Are we charmed with the nightingale's ſong ? 
o we wiſh to have it nearer, and hear it oftener ? Let . 
ſeek a renewed heart, and a reſigned will; a conſis: 
ce that whiſpers peace, and paſſions that are tuned 
gtace. Then, ſhall we never want a melody in our 
n breaſts, far more ally pleqſing, than Greer Phi- 
la's ſweeteſt ſtrains. 


„ 
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As different as the voices of theſe birds, are the ©. 
cumſtances of thoſe few perſons, who continue awake,— 
Some are ſquandering, pearls ſhall I fay, or Kingdoms! 
No; but what is unſpeakably more precious, time, 
Squandering this ineſtimable talent, with the moſt ſenſe. 
leſs and wanton prodigality. Not content with allowing 
a few ſpare minutes, for the purpoſe of neceſſary recres. 
tion; they laviſh many hours, devote whole nights ; to 
that idle diverſion of ſhuffling, ranging, and detaching 
a ſet of painted paſteboards.— Others, inſtead of this 
buſy trifling, a& the part of their own tormentor, 
They even piquet themſelves *, and call it amuſement; 
they are torn by wild horſes, yet, term it a ſport. What 
elſe is the gameſter's practice ? His mind is ſtretched on 
the tenter-hooks of anxious ſuſpenſe, and agitated by 
the fierceſt extremes of hope and fear ? While the dice 
are rattling, his heart is throbbing ; his fortune is tot- 
tering z ; and, poſſibly, at the very next throw, the cne 
ſinks in the gulf of ruin, the other is hurried into the 


rage of diſtraction. 


Some, ſnatched from the bloom of health, and the 
lap of plenty, are confined to the chamber of fictiſſ. 
Where they are conſtrained, either ro plunge into the 
everlaſting world, in an unprepared condition, or elſe, 
(fad alternative !) to think over all the follies of a hecd- 
leſs life, and all the bitterneſs of approaching death. 
The diſeafe rages ; it baffles the force of medicine; and 
urges the reluctant wretch, to the brink of the precipice. 
While furies rouſe the conſcience, and point at the bot- 
tomleſs pit below.—Perhaps, his drooping mother, de 
prived long ago of the huſband of her boſom, and bere 


of all her other * 3 is, even now, — - 


a w[ = PP ee _ a +a -> «a 


* Alluding to a very painful puniſhment inflicted on 
Among the ſoldlery. * : + , 
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Wow which conſummates her calamities *. In vain, ſhe 
tries to aſſwage the ſorrows of a beloved fon; in vain, | 
he attempts, with her tender offices, to prolong à life, 
dearer than her own.” He faints in her arms; he bows 
his head; he-ſinks. in death. Fatal, doubly fatal, that 
aſt expiring pang! While it diſlodges the uowilling 
foul, it rends an only child, from the yearning embraces 
of a parent; and tears away the ſuppott of her age, 
from a diſconſolate widow, | 345 


While boſe long for a reprieve; ether invltd the 
ſtroke. Quite weary of the world, with a reſheſi im- 
patience, they ſigh for diſſolution. Some, pining away 
under the tedious decays of an incurable conſumption g 
or gaſping for breath, and almoſt ſuffocated by an inun- 
dation of drop/ical waters. On ſome, a relentleſs cancer 
has faſtened it's envenomed teeth; and is gnawing them, 
though in the midſt of bodily - vigour, in the midſt of 
pitying friends, gradually to death. Others are on a 
rack of agonies, by convulſive fits of the fone.: O! 
how the pain writhes their limbs; how: the fweat be- 
dews their fleſhz and their eye-balls wildly roll! 
Methinks, the night condoles with theſe her diſtreſſed 

| n X 2 s chi- 


* This brings to my mind one of the deepeſt maurning- fieceq ex- 
tint in the production: of the pen. The facred hiftorian paints it, in 
all the fimplicity of ſtile, yet with all the ſtrength of colouging.— 
When JESUS came nigh to the gate of the city, behold! there yuas 4 
dead man carried out, the only ſen of his mother, and e was a wido- 
What a gradation is here | How pathetically beautiful! Every freſh 
circumſtance, widens the wound; aggravates the calamity z till 
ceſcription is worked up into the moſt finiſhed picture of exquiſite 
and inconſolable diſtreſs. —He was a yung man: cut off in the flower 
ef life, amidſt a thouſand gay expectations, and ſmiling hopes. 3A 
ln; an o ſon; the afflicted mother's-all. So that none remained 
to preſerve che name, or perpetuate the family. What rendered the 
ceſe ſtill more deplorable, e tat a widow : left intirely defolate; a- 
dandoned to her woes; Without any to ſhare her ſorrows, or to com- 
fort ber under the irreparable loſs.— Is not this a fine ſketch of 2 
im; aſſoned and pictire ue Who can conſider the narrative, with at 
attention, and not feel his heart penetratsd; with a tender comn 
wan? Luke vii. 12. * ; 
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children: and ſheds dewy tears, over their ſorrowſd 
'abodes.—But of all mortals, they are the moſt exqii. 
'fitely miſerable, who groan beneath the preſſure of a ne. 
| Tancholy mind; or ſmart under the laſhes of a re/erifal 
conſcience. Though robed in ermine ; or covered with 
Jewels ; the ſtate of a ſlave chained to the gallies, or of 
an exile condemned to the mines, is a perfect paradiſe 
'compared with theirs. | | | 

O! that the wotaries of mirth ; whoſe life is a conti. 
nued round of merriment and whim ; would beſtow one 
ferious reflection, on this variety of human sweet! It 
might teach them to be leſs enamoured, with the fey 
languid ſweets; that are thinly ſcattered through this 
vale of tears, and environed with ſach a multitude of 
Tagged thorns. It might teach them, no longer to 
dance away their years, with a giddy rambling impulſe; 
but to. aſpire, with a determined aim, after thoſe hap. 
Py regions, where delights, abundant and unembitter- 
ed, flow. | 5 c f 

Can there be circumſtances, which a man of wiſdom 
would more earneſtly deprecate, than theſe ſeveral in- 
ſtances of grievaus tribulation ? There are; and, what i 
very aſteniſhing, they are frequently the deſire, and the 
choice of thoſe, who fancy themſelves the ſole heirs of 
happineſs. Thoſe I mean, who are launching out into 
the depths of extravagance, and running exceſlive 
lengths of riot: who are proſtituting their reputation, 
and ſacrificing their peace, to the gratification of their 
luſts ; ſapping the foundation of their health, in de. 
baucheries; or ſhipwrecking the intereſts of their fami- 
lies, in their bowls. And, what is worſe, are forfeiting 
the joys of an eternal heaven, for the ſerdid ſatisfactions 
of the beaſt ; for the zranffrory ſenſations of an hour. — 
Ve ſlaves of appetite, how far am I from envying you 
groſs ſenſualities, and voluptuous revels ! Little, ah! 
Pede arc you ſenſible ; that, while indulgence _— 
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ber roſes, and luxury diffuſes her odours ; they ſcatter 
ſolſns alſo, and ſhed unheeded bane *, Beile, incom· 
parably more malignant, than the wormwood and gall 
of the ſharpeſt affliction.— Since death is in the drunk- 
ard's cup; and worſe than pornards in the harlot's em- 
brace ; may it ever be the privilege of the man whom I 
love, to go without his ſhare of theſe peftilent ſweets +4 

Abundance of living ſparks glitter in the lanes, and 
twinkle under the hedges: 1 fuppoſe,. they are the 
HH glow-wnorms ; which have lighted their little lamps, and 
WH obtained leave, through the abſence of the ſun, to play 
. feeble beam. A faint glimmer, juſt ſerves to render 
them perceivable; without tending: at all to diſſipate 
e ſhades, or making any amends for the departed day; 
should ſome weather-beaten traveller, dropping with 
wet, and ſhivering with cold, hover round this mimicry 
„ot „re; in order to dry his garments, and warm his be 
„ rumbed limbs. Should ſome bewildered traveller; 

groping for his way, in a ſtarleſs night and trackleſs- 
n aeſart; take one of theſe languid tapers, as a light to 
„Los feet, and a lantern to his paths. Ho certainly 
vould both the one, and the other, be fruſtrated of their 
expectation ? And are they more likely fo ſucceed, who, 
neglecting that ſovereign balm, . which diſtilled from the 
croſs ; apply any carnal diverſion, to heal the anxie 
of the mind? Who, deaf to the infallible deciſions of 
revelation.;z.reſign themlelves over to the erroneous con- 
jedures of reaſun, in order to find the way that leadeth 
unto life ?. Or laſtly, who have recourſe to the froth of 
this vain world, fora ſatisfactory Portion, and a n 


X „rie b tial 


Ves; in the flow" rs that wreathe the ſparkling bowl, 
Fell adders hiſs, and-pois'nous ſerpents roll. 


F Quam ſuave eff itatibus iſtis.carere! Was St. n 
exclamation. The ſubſtance of which Mr. Pope has —_— wick 
nore fimplieity, and with no leſs dig nit: | 


Count all th advantage. proſp'rous vice attains, 
"Tis but what virtue flies from, and diſdhins, 
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tial happineſs ? Their condũct is in no degree wiſt; 
their diſappointment equally ſure; and their miſcarriage 
infinitely more difaftrous.. Fo. peak in the delicate lan. 
guage of a ſacred writer,“ they ſow the wind, and vil 
reap the whirlwind “.“ 2 2 | | 
To ſpeak” more plainly ; the pleaſures of the world, 
which we are all ſo prone to doat upon; and the powers 
bf fallen reaſon, which foe are fo apt to idolize ; are 
not only vain, but treacherous. Not only a painted 
flame, like theſe ſparkling animals; but much like 
thoſe unctuous exhalations, which ariſe from the marſhy 
ground, and often dance before the eyes of the benight. 
ed way - faring man, Kindled into a ſort of fire, they 
perſonate a guide, and ſeem to offer their ſervice: but, 
blazing with de/u/rve light, miflead their follower into 
hidden pits, headlong precipices, and unfathomable 
gulfs. Where, far from his beloved friends, far from 
all hopes of ſuccour, the unhappy wanderer is ſwalloy- 
ed up, and loft. A-1 | 


Not long ago, we obſerved a very furprifing appear- 


_ ance in the weſtern ſky. A prodigibus far: took it's 


7 Hoff viii. 7. 
+ hope, it will be obſerved, That I am far from gecrying that 
noble faculty of reaſon, when exerted in her proper ſphere; when 
acting in a deferential ſubordination to the revealed will of heaven 
While ſhe exerciſes her powers, within theſe appointed limits, ſhe! 
unſpealcably ſerviceable ; and cannot be too induftrivuſly cultivated. But, 
when ſhe ſets up herſelf in proud contradiſtinfion to 2 oracle 
when, all- arrogant and ſelf-ſufficient, ſhe ſays to the word of ſcripture, 
F have no need of thee : ſhe is they, I muſt be bold to maintain; hot only 
a glow-worm, but an ignis fatuus ; not only a bubble, but a ſnare. 
May not this remark, with the ſtricteſt propriety ; and without i 
leaft limitation ; be applied to the generality of our modern romances 
novels, and theatrical entertainments? Theſe are commonly calcu 
lated, to inflame a wanton fancy. Ov, if conducted with ſo much mo- 
deſty, as not to debauch the affections; they pervert the judgment, 
and bewilder the taſte. By their incredible adventures; their extra: 
vagant parade of gallantry; and their. characters, widely differen 
from truth and nature; they inſpire fooliſh 'conceits ;- beget idle ex 
peQations : introduce a diſguſt of genuine hiſtory z and indiſpoſe th 
admirers, to acquieſce in the dettnt” ci Vlitles, or to 181d die N 
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faming route through thoſe coaſts ;- and trailed, as it 
paſſed, a tremendous length of fire, almoſt over half 
the heavens. Some, I imagine, viewed the portentous 
ranger, with much the fame anxious amazement ;- as 
Bilpazzar | beheld the handwriting - upon the wall. 
dome looked upon it as a Son, * fag; hung out by di- 
nine reſentment, over a guilty world. Some read, in 


8 

es glariog viſage, the fate of nations, and the fall of 

{ Whingdoms +. To others, it ſhook, or ſeemed to ſhake 

e ilence and wwar from it's horrid hair. — For my part, 
am not ſo ſuperſtitious as to regard, what every aſtro- 


loger has to prognoſticate ; upon the acceſſion of a comer, 
xr the projection of it's huge wapoury train. Nothing 
in be more precarious and unjuſtifiable, than to draw 
uch concluſions fram ſuch events: Since they neither 
re preternatural effects, nor do they throw the frame of 
dings into any diſorder. I would rather adore that om- 

potent being, who rolled thoſe ſtupendous orbs from 
is ereating hand; and leads them, by his providential 
e, through unmeaſurable tracts of zther. Who bids 
dem, now; approach the ſun, and glow with unſuffera- 
le ardors f; now, retreat to the utmoſt bounds of our 
lanetary ſyſtem and make their entry among othe 

orlds. 7 

They are harmlefs viſitants. I acquit them from the 
harge of cauſing, or being acceflary to, deſolating 
plagues, Wauld to GoD, there were no other more 
vmidable indications, of - qpproarhing judgmentsy0r im- 


ang ruin { But, alas! -whenrvice becomes predomi- 
. A f M mant, 
tt * Liuida fi quando nee comete : | 
— — f rubent.— VII o. 

cu z 


+ — — Crinemgue timendi TT 
Sideris, & terris mutantem regna cometam. Lucan. . 

1 The comet in the year 1680, according to Sir Iſaae Newton's 

eren computation, was, in it's neareſt approach, above 166 times nearer 


» 0 the- ſun than the earth is. Conſequently, it's heat. was” then 
their 23000 times greater than: that of fummer. So that a ball of iron 
ſo" u dig as the earth; heated by it, would hardly / become cool. in 


39909 years,” DERR. Ar. Theol. p. 237. 
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nant, and irreligion almoſt epidemical:- when fhe fi 
paths of a jealous. Gov, are notoriouſly profaned; 
that name, which is great, wonderful, and hoh, 
proſtituted to the meaneſt, or abuſed to the moſt & 
erable purpoſes ; when the worſhip of our great Cr 
tor and preſerver is baniſned, from many of the m 
conſpicuous families ; and it is deemed a piece of ry 
impertinence, ſo much as to mention the gracious N 
deemer, in our genteel interviews: when it paſſes for 
elegant freedom of behaviour, to ridicule the myſteri 
of chriſtianity; ; and a ſpecies of refined converſation 
to taint the air with laſcivious hints; when thoſe, i 
ſit in the corners chair, fin with a high hand; : 
many of thoſe, who wear the profe/or's garb; are deſi 
tute of the power, and content themſelves with the m 
form of godlineſs : when ſuch is the ſtate of a commu 
nity, there is reaſon, too apparent reaſon; to be horrib 
afraid. Such phenomena, abounding in the mor 
world, are not fanciful, but real.omens. Will not a 
injured Gop-** be avenged on ſuch a nation as this? 
Will he not be —_—— to. 9 it with the beſo 
of deſtruction “?“ 


O! that the inhabitants of Great ha would | 
theſe alarming conſiderations to heart! The Lox 
Hoſts has commanded the ſword of civil diſcord, to n 
turn into it's ſheath. But have we returned, everyo 
from his evil avays Are we become a renewed people 
devoted to a dying Saviour; and.zealous of good works 
-— What mean thoſe peals of ſobs, which burit fro 


«the expiring cattle? What mean thoſe melancholy moan! 
whe 


* Ta. xiv. 23. The eternal Sovereign, pellen of Babylu, l 
3 this ng I will ſweep ir ail the beſom of deſt ust 
What a noble but dreadful image, is here ! How ſtrongly aud! 
fully pourtrayed ! How pregnant alſo in it's fignification ! Intimatit 
the vile nature, and . exprefling the. total extirpation, of this wic 
people; at the ſame time, ſuggeſting. the perfect caſe, with * 
:xighteous Gon yon execute os intended n 


— 
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dere the luſty droves are wont to low®* ? What mean 
oſe arrows of untimely death, diſcharged on our inno- 
nt and uſeful animals? | Mag” 
No wantonnefs or ſloth, has vitiated the blood of 
ſe laborious temperate creatures. They have con- 
ted no diſeaſe, from unſeaſonable indulgences, and 
ordinate revelings. The pure ſtream is their drink ; 
e ſimple herb their repaſt. Neither eare diſturbs 
cr ſleep, nor paſſion inflames their breaſt. Whence 
n are they viſited with ſuch terrible diſorders, as no 
udence can prevent, nor any medicines. heal ?—Sure- 
, theſe calamities are the weapons of divine diſplea- 
re, and manifeſt chaſtiſements of an evil generation . 
rely-GoD; the Gos to whom vengeance belongeth, 
{till a controverſy with our ſinful land. Aud who 
i tell, where the viſitation will end? What a ſtorm 
y follow theſe preluſive drops? O! that we may 
hear the rod, and who hath appointed it!“ Taught 
theſe penal effes of our diſobedience, may we re- 
ye the accurſed thing t, from our tents ; our practices; 
hearts! May we turn from all ungodlineſs, before 
ith come upon us to the uttermoſt; before iniquity. 
oye our ruin! i | 
Sometimes, at this hour, another moſt remarkable 
at amuſes the curious, and alarms the vulgar. A 
we of lambent meteors is kindled, or ſome very ex- 
ordinary lights are refracted, in the: quarters of tlie 
b,—The ſtreams of radiance, like legions ruſhing 
the engagement, meet and mingle ; inſomuch, that 
the 
If theſe papers ſhould be ſo happy as to out · live their author; per- 
t may be needful to inform poſterity, that the above-mentioned 


o allude to a moſt terrible, eontagious, and mortal diſtemper ; raging | 
ity the horned ta'tle, in various parts of the kingdom, 

+ Hing Aetis wituli vulgo moriuntur in herbis, 

Et dulces animes Plena ad Fræſepia reddunt. 
Þalatu hinc eccrum, & crebris mugitibus amnes, 


Lenteſſue ſonant rœ, colleſyue ſupini, Viso. 
I Joch. vi. 18. 


1 
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the air ſeems to be all confliting fire. Within a 
they ſtart from one another; and, like legions in png 
pitate flight, ſweep, each a ſeparate way, through 
firmament. Now, they are quieſcent ;* anon, they: 
_ thrown into a-qivering motion; preſently, the wh 
horizon is illuminated with the glancing flames, Son 
times, with an aſpe& awfully Iudicrous, they reprek 
extravagant and antic vagaries. At other times, 
would ſuſpect, that ſome inviſible hand was playing 
the dumb artillery of the ies; and, by a ſtrange en 
dient, giving us the flaſn without the roar. 


The villagers gaze at the ſpectacle, firſt with wont 
then with horror. A general panic ſeizes the co 
try, Every heart throbs, and every face is pale. 
crouds that flock together, inſtead of diminiſhing, 
creaſe the dread. They catch contagion, from 
other's looks and words; while fear is in everye 
and every tongue ſpeaks the language of terror. & 
ſee hideous ſhapes ; armies mixing in fierce encoun 
or fields ſwimming with blood. Some foreſee 4 
events; ſtates overthrown, or mighty monarchs to 
ing on their thrones. Others, ſcared with till m 
frightful apprehenſions, think of nothing but the 4 
doom. Sure, ſays one, the unalterable hour is ſtru 
and the end of all things come. See, replies at 
ther, how the blaſted ſtars look wan! Are not d 
* the ſigns of the Son of Man, coming in the de 
of heaven ?—Jesvs prepare us-(cries a third, 
lifts his eyes in devotion) for the Archangel's tu 
and the great tribunal !”? 


If this avaving brightneſs, which plays innocently 
our heads, be ſoamazing to multitudes ; what inexp 
ſible conſternation muſt overwhelm unthinking mo 
when the general confiagration commences |! The 
the dreadful day, is approaching; “ In tht — 


tlements ſhall melt with fervent beat; the earth alſo, 
and all the works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up.” 
hat mighty hand, which once opened the windows 
m on high, and broke up the fountains of the great 
ep, will then unlock all the magazines of fire, and 


preſs, Magnificent palaces, and ſolemn temples, are 
id in aſhes. Spacious cities, and impregnable towers, 


it, Even vaſt oceans, ſerve only to augment the incon- 


others, ſtand undiſmayed amidſt the glare of a burn- 
world; unleſs the Loxp Jexovan be our defence? 
ow ſhall we be upheld in ſecurity, when the globe it- 
ſelf 


2 Pet, iii. 10. I have often thought this verſe an eminent in- 


lort of ſignificancy; at leaſt, carries an exact correſpondence with 
ſenſe. The original expreſfion—eorG1Jor—is one of the hoarſeſt 
deepeſt word3 in language. Nothing could- be .more exquiſitely 
ted to affect the ear, as well as impreſs the imagination, with the 
of nature, and the craſh of a falling world—i ſcarce ever read 
$ clauſe, but it. brings to my mind that admired deſcription in 
rox: 


— n a ſudden open fly, 

With impetuous recoil, and jarring found, 

Th' infernal doors, and on their hinges grate 

Harſh under. Book II. I. 879. 


bo pleaſing employ, and a very laudable office of true criticiſm, 
point out theſe inferior recommendations of the ſacred Claſſics. 
ugh, I believe, the ipſpired writers themſelves, amidſt all the 

on and magnifieence of their divine ideas, diſdained a ſcrupulous 
Aon to ſuch little niceties of Rils. 
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heavens ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe *, and the-- 


bur a ſecond deluge upon the earth. The vengeful 
mes, kindled by the breath of the Almighty, ſpread'- 
emſelves from the centre to the circumference. Na- 
ing can withſtand their impetuoſity; nothing can e- 
pe their rage. Univerſal deſolation attends their 


e mingled in one ſmoking maſs. Not only the pro- 
dions of human art, but the works of almighty power, ' 
fuel for the devouring element. The everlaſting 
ountains melt, like the ſnows which cover their ſum- 


able rapidity and fury of the blaze, —-O ! how ſhall I, 


ce of that kind of beautiful writing, in which the very ſound bears 
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ſelf is ſinking in the fery. rain; ; vaſes the Rock of ap 
be our ſupport. 


Behold? a new ſpeRtacle & tt The mon i 
making her entry on the eaſtern ſky. See her riſing 
clouded majeſty! opening, as it were, and aſſerting he 
original commiſſion, to rule ever the night. All gran 
and ſtately, but ſomewhat ſullied is her aſpect. Hoy 
ever, ſhe brightens, as ſhe advances ; and grows clearer 
as ſne climbs higher. Till, at length, her ſilver loſe 
all it's droſs ; ſhe. unveils her peerleſs light; and be 
comes the beauty of heaven, the glory of the ſtars*; 

_ delighting every eye, and chearing the whole worl 
with the brightneſs of her appearance, and the ſoftneſ 
of her ſplendors.-O ! thou queen of the ſhades! mz 
it be my ambition, to follow this thy inſtructive exan 
ple! While others are fond to tranſcribe the faſhions 
little courts, and to mimic perſonages of inferior ſtate 
be it mine, to imitate thy Improving purity. ! May 7 
conduct become more unblemiſhed, and my temper mc 
refined; as I 3 farther and farther, in my probe 
tionary courſe ! May every ſordid deſire wear away, a 
every irregular appetite be gradually loſt ; as I mak 
nearer approaches, to the celeſtial manſions Wil 
this be a comfortable evidence, that I too ſhall ſhine 
in my adored Redeemer's kingdom? Shine, with a rid 
er luſtre, than that which radiates from thy reſplende: 
orb: - ſhine, with an «x/ading luſtre, when every n 
that beams from thy beauteous ſphere, is totally exti 
guiſhed ? 

The day afforded us a variety of entertaining lt 5 
Theſe were all withdrawn, at the acceſſion of dar) 
The ſtars, kindly officious, immediately lent us their a 
This ſerved to alleviate the frown of night; rather t 
to recover the objects from their obſcurity. A faint 

ſcarce 


# Ecclus xlili. 9. 
L Jn cœlj decus. | Hon. 
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ucely reflected, and not from the intire ſurface of 
things, gave the ſtraining eye a very imperfect glimpſe 3 
ach as rather mocked, than ſatisfied viſion.—-Now the 
moon is riſen, and has collected all her beams, the veil 
s aken off from the countenance of nature. I ſee the 

*cumbent flocks ; I ſee the green hedge-rows, though 
vithout the feathered choriſters, hopping from ſpray ts 
zray. In ſhort, 1 ſee once again the world's great 
picture: not indeed in it's late lively colours, but more 
plicately ſhaded, and arrayed in ter charms * , 

What a majeſtic ſeent is here! Incomparably grand, 
and exquiſitely fine! — The moon, like an immenſe 
cryſtal lamp, pendent in the magnificent cieling of the 
bearens. The ſtars, like ſo many thouſands of golden 
pers, fixed in their azure ſockets. All pouring their 
uſtre on ſpacious cities, and lofty mountains; glitter- 
ing on the ocean; gleaming on the foreſt; - and open- 
ing a proſpect, wide as the eye can glance, more vari- 
pus than fancy can paint . We are forward to admire 
the performances of human art. A landſcape, elegant - 
ly deſigned, and executed with a maſterly hand; a 
piece of ſtatuary, which ſeems, amidſt all the recom- 
mendations of exact proportion, and graceful attitude, 

Y 


te 


— — Now reigns 
Full orb'd the moon, and with more pleaſing light 
Shadowy ſets off the face of things. Mir r: 


＋ As when the moon, refulgent lamp of night, 
O'er heav'n's clear azure ſpreads her ſacred light z 
When not a breath diſturbs the deep ſerene, ; 
And not a cloud o'ercaſts the ſolemn ſcene : 
Around her throne the vivid planets roll, 
And ftars unnumber'd gild the glowing pole; 
V'er the dark trees a yellower verdure ſhed, 
And tip with filver ev'ry mountain's head ; 
Then ſhine the vales ; the rocks in proſpect riſes 
A flood of glory burſts from all the ſkies; 
The conſcious ſwains, rejoicing in the ſight, 
Eye the blue vault, and bleſs the uſeful light. - Tliad vn 


tanſcribe theſe lines, becauſe Mr. Pope ſays, they exhibit, in the 
inal, the fineſt night-piece in poetry. And, if they are ſo beauti- 


in Homer's language; who can ſuſpect their ſufferiog any diſad- 
age, from the pem of his admirable tranſlatar ? , 


- = — , AB In rn Rn OO 
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to ſoften into fleſh, and almoſt breathe with life ; the 
little zmirations of nature, we behold with a pleaſing ſur. 
priſe. And ſhall we be leis affected, leſs delighted, 
with the inexpreflibly noble, and completely finiſhed 
original !— The ample dimenſions of Raneltgh's dome; 
the gay illuminations of Yauxhall grove; 1 ſhould ſcom 
to mention on ſuch an occaſion, were they not the ob. 
jects of general admiration. Shall we be charmed yith 
thoſe puny eſſays of finite ingenuity ; and touched with 
no tranſport, at this ſtupendous diſplay of omnipotent 
ſkill? At the auguſt grandeur, and ſhining ſtatelineß, 
of the firmament ? Which forms an alcove for ten thou. 
fand worlds, and is ornamented with myriads of ever. 
laſting luminaries.—Surely, this. muſt betray, not onh 
a total wart of religion; but the moſt abjext littlenels 
of mind, and the utmoit poverty of genius. 


The moon, is not barely „ an orzqnent in the high 
ce places of the Lox Dp“; but of ſignal /ervice to the 
inhabitants of the earth.— How uncomfortable is deep, 
Pitchy, total darkneſs ! Eſpecially, in the long abſence 
of the winter's ſun, Welcome therefore, thrice wel. 
come, this auſpicious gift of providence ; to enliven 
the nocturnal gloom, and line with ſilver the raven-co- 
loured mantle of night !—How deſirable to have our 
ſummer-evenings illuminated! That we may be able 
to tread the dewy meads, and breathe the delicious fra- 
grance of our gardens; eſpecially, when the ſultry 
Heats render it irkſome and fatiguing, to walk abroad 
dy day.—How chearing to the /epherd, the uſe of this 
univerſal lantern ; as he tends his fleecy charge, or late 
conſigns them to their hurdled cots! How comfort- 
able and how advantageous to the mariner, as he 
ploughs the midnight main; to adjuſt the tackling, to 
explore his way, and, under the influence of this 
beaming ſconce, to avoid the fatal rock For theſe, 


and other beneficial purpoſes, the hand of the At- 
MIGHTY 


© Ecclus xliii. g. 
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nenn has hung the farely branch on high; and fill- 
ed it with a ſplendor, not confined to a ſingle edifice, or 
commenſurate to a particular ſquare, but diffuſive as 
the whole extent of the hemiſphere. | 

The moſt faithful of -our inferior fervants, are ſome- 
times tardy in their office; ſometimes negligent of their 
duty. But this celeſtial attendant is moſt era prunc- 
wal, at all the ſtated periods of her miniſtration. If 


down ; the moon, during her whole increaſe, is always 
ready to act in the capacity of a guide. If we are in- 
cined to ſet out very early in the morning; the moon, 
in her decrea/e, prevents the dawn, on purpoſe, to offer 
her aſſiſtance, And, becauſe it is ſo pleaſant a thing, 


by a courſe of unintermitted waiting, gives us, as it 
were, a double day. How apparently has the diving. 
viſdom intereſted itſelf, in providing even for the plea- 
wable accommodation of man! How defirous, that he 
ſhould want no piece of commodious furniture ; no 
Lind of delightful convenience] And, in proſecution of 
treſe yenevolent intentions, has annexed fo valuable an 


bs zpendage to the terreſtrial globe.-—Juſtly, therefore, 
be es the pfalraiſt celebrate that admirable conſtitution, 
* mach ordained the mon and the lars to govern the nigbt, 
% an inſtance of rich goodneſs and of mercy which endu> 
I rth for ever . . 

7 - 


his The moon, it is confeſſed, is 20 luminous body, All 


tie brightneſs, which. beautifies her countenance, is 
originally in the ſun, and no more than tranſmiſſively 
i WM” ner, That glorious orb is the parent of day, and 
tie palace of light. From thence, the morning-ſtae 
his Ys" her horn + ; from thence, the planetary circles 
„ crowned with luſtre; and from thence, the moon 
1 1 derives 


; * Pfal. cxxxvi. ge | 
I might, to juſtify this expreſlion, obſerve, that the planet Ve- 
commonly called the morning-ſtar, is found, by our teleſcopes, 
fre- 


we chooſe to prolong our journey, after the ſug is gone” 


for the eyes to behold the light; the moon, at her fa, - 
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derives all her ſilver radiance.—It is pleaſing to refle 
that ſuch is the caſe with the all-/ufficient Redeemer, ud 
his dependent pecple. We are repleniſhed from his fu 
neſs. What do we poſſeſs, which we have not recei 
ed; and what can. we deſire, which we may not expeft; 
from that never- failing ſource of all good ? He is th 
author of our faith, and the former of our graces. l 
his anſpotted life, we ſee the path; in his meritorioy 
death, the price; and in his triumphant reſurre&ion 
the proof of bliſs and immortality. If we offend, an 
fall ſeven times a day; he is the Lond our feace*, 

we are depraved, and our beſt deeds very unworthy 
he is the Lox» our righteouſne/s +. If we axe blind, and 
even brutiſh, in heavenly knowledge; he is the Lox: 
our uu t: His word: diſpels the ſnades; his Spiri 
ſcatters. the intelledual gloom ; his eye looks our datt 
neſs into day. In ſhort, we are nothing, and“ Cars 
„js all.” Worſe than defective in ourſelves, “ we ar 
** complete in him.“ So that if we ſhine, it is with de 
legated rays, and with horrowed light. We act by 
ſtrength, and glory in merits, not our own.—O ! mi 
we be thoroughly ſenſible of our dependence on the $4 
viour ! May we conſtantly imbibe his propitious beam 
and never, by indulging anbelief, or backſliding int 
folly, withdraw our ſouls from his benign influence 
Leſt we loſe our comfort, and our holineſs ; as the fat 
ruler of the night loſes her ſplendor, when her um! 
turned from it's fountain ||, and receives no more col 
munications of ſolar effulgence. 


frequently to appear horned; or to have a creſcent of light, ſomeni 
like the moon, a little before or after her conjunction. But this v 
be a remark, too deep and refined for my ſcheme; which procee 
only upon a ſuperficial knowledge, and the moſt obwiews appearand 
of nature. 

* Judg. vi. 23. Jer. xxiii. 6 1 1 Cor. i. 3% 

Alluding to thoſe truly poetical lines in Milton, 
Hither, as to their fountain, other ſtars 


Repairing, in their golden urns draw licht. B. VII. L. 


F 
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The moon is inceſſantly varying, either in her aſ- 
, or her ſtages.— Sometimes, ſhe looks full upon 
Us, * her viſage is all luſtre. Sometimes, ſhe ap- 
pears in profile, and ſhews us only half her inlightened 
fice, Anon, a radiant creſcent but juſt adorns her 
dow. Soon, it dwindles into a ſlender ftreak. Till, 
vt length, all her beauty vaniſhes, and ſhe becomes a 
deamleſs orb.— Sometimes, ſhe riſes with the end- 
rg day; and begins her proceſſion, amidſt admiring 
ultitudes. Ere long, ſhe defers her progreſs till the 
idnight watches ; and ſteals unobſerved, upon the 
leeping world.— Sometimes, ſhe juſt enters the _ 

ff the weſtern horizon, and drops us a ceremonious viſit. 
Vithin a while, ſhe ſets out on her nightly tour, from 
he oppoſite regions of the eaſt; traverſes the whole 
emi/phere 3 and never offers to withdraw, till the more 
efulgent partner of her ſway renders her preſence un- 
ecefflary,-In a word; ſhe is, while converſant among 
, ſtill waxing or waning, and“ never continueth in 
done ſtay.“ 


Such is the moon; and ſuch are all feblunary ps ; 


poſed to perpetual viciſſitudes. How often, and how 
don, have the faint echoes of rezown ſlept in ſilence, or 


me lips, almoſt with the ſame breath, cry Hoſanna, 
d crucify,—Have not riches confeſſed their notorious 
rachery, a thouſand and a thouſand times? Either 
elting away, like ſnow in our hands, by inſenſible 
pres; or eſcaping, like a winged priſoner from it's 
ge, with a precipitate flight. Have we not known the 
cegroom's cloſet, an antechamber to the 766; and 
xd the voice, which ſo lately pronounced the ſpark- 
g pair huſband and wife, proclaim an everlaſting 
Ivorce ; and ſeal the decree with that ſolemn affevera- 
on, © aſhes to aſhes, duſt to duſt ?*— Our friends, 
dough the medicine of life; our health, though the 
an of nature; are a moſt precarious poſſeſſion. How 
Y 3 | Joon 


en converted into the clamours of obloquy ! The 


— 
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_ foon may the firſt become a corpſe in our arms; x 
how eaſily is the laſt deſtroyed in it's vigour -I 
have ſeen, no doubt, a ſet of pretty painted bir 
perching on your trees, or ſporting in your meadey 
You was pleaſed with the lovely viſitants, that broug 
beauty on their wings, and melody in their throat 
But could you inſure the continuance of this agretib 
entertainment? No, truly. At the leaſt diſturhi 
noiſe, at the leaſt terrifying appearance, they | 
from their ſeats ; they mount the ſkies ; and are ga 
in an inſtant, are gone for ever. Would you cho 
to have a happineſs, which bears date with their: 
val, and expires at their departure? If you could not! 
content with a portion, enjoyable only through ſuch 
fertuitous term, not of years, but of moments, O! tal 
up with nothing earthly ; ſet your affections on thing 
above; there alone is ** no variableneſs, or ſhadoy ( 
* turning.” 

Feb, is not a more illuſtrious pattern of patienct 
than an eminent exemplification of this remark.—Vie 
him in his private eftate, He heaps up ſilver ast 
. duſt ; he waſhes his ſteps in butter, and the rock pou 
him out rivers of oil.— View him in his public charad 
Princes revere his dignity ; the aged liſten to his wil 
dom; every eye beholds him with delight; er 
tongue loads him with bleſſings.— View him in hisd 
meſtic circumſtances. On one hand, he is defended by 
troop of ſons; on the other, adorned with a train 
daughters; and on all fides, ſurrounded by ** a ve 
«« great houſhold.””*—Never was human felicity ſo co 
ſummate; never was diſaſtrous revolution fo ſudde 
The lightning, which conſumed his cattle, was nc 
more terrible, and ſcarce more inſtantaneous. Ti 
Joyful parent is bereft of his offspring, and his * chi 
„ dren are buried in death.” The man of affluence! 
ſtript of his abundance ; and he, who was clothed. 
ſcarlet, embraces the dunghill, The venerable pa 
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ich is the deriſion of ſcoundrels ; and the late darling 
fan indulgent providence, is become ** a brother to 
«dragons, a companion of owls.” Nor need we go 
don ack to former ages, for proofs of this afflicting truth. 
ous our times; in all times; the wheel continues the 
(Wane inceſſant whirl. And frequently thoſe, who are 
cabtciumphing, to-day, in the higheſt e/evarions of joy; to- 
rhifmorrow, are bemoaning the inſtability of mortal affairs, 
in the very depths of miſery v. Amidſt fo much fluctu- 
ation and uncertainty ; how wretched is the condition, 
hich has no anchor of the ſoul, ſure and ſtedfaſt. 
May thy loving-kindneſs, O Go, be our preſent trea- 
ot are; and thy future glory, our reverſionary inheri- 
ach Whtznce | Then ſhall our happineſs, not be like the full- 
corbed moon, which is “ a light that decreafeth in it's 
hing perfe&tion ;*? but like the ſun, when he goeth forth 
*in his ſtrength, and knoweth no other change, but that 
of hining mere and more unto the perfect day. 

ene Methinks, in this ever-varying ſphere, I ſee a repre- 
Vie entation, not only of our temporal advantages, but al- 
s of our /piritual accompliſhments. Such, I am fure, is 
ou vbat the Kind partiality of a friend would call ay righ- 
teouſneſs : 


I believe, I may venture to apply, what the Temanite ſays of the 
urs of the wicked, to all ſublunary things; as a true deſcription 
S of their very great inſtability. Job xxii. 16. Judam juſek ne, ren- 
G&red by Schultens, Flumen fuſum fundamentum ecrum. Their founda- 
| fon (or what they reckon their moſt ſolid and ſtable poſſeſſion)» is 4 
n f-:4 poured out. Which is one of the boldeſt images, and moſt po- 
etical beauties, I ever met with in any language, ſacred or profane. 
cou l order to have a tolerable conception of the image, and a taſte of 
beauty; you muſt ſuppoſe a torrent of waters, ruſhing in broken 
eatarafts, and with impetuous rapidity, from a ſteep and craggy moun- 
tun, Then, imagine to yourſelf an edifice, built upon the ſurge of 
this rolling precipice; which has no other baſis, than one of thoſs 
deadlong <e/irling 0aves. Was there ever ſuch a repreſentation of 
tranſitory proſperity, tending, with inconceivable ſwiftneſs, unto 
nun? Yet ſuch is every form of human felicity, that is not grounded 


8 and his image formed in our hearts, which is the pe 


@ 43 


——. 


® Jrsvs, on a participation of his merits, who is the Rock Ae | 
* 
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teouſneſs : And ſuch, I am apt to ſuſpeR “, is the nt 
teouſneſs of every man living. Now we exerciſe it, 
ſome few inſtances ; in ſome little degrees. Anon, f 
revives, and leads our ſouls into a tranſient, thous! 
unwilling captivity. Now we are meet; but foon 
ruffling accident intervenes, and turns our compoſur 
into a fretful diſquietude. Now we are humble; foo 
we reflect upon ſome inconſiderable or imaginary ſupe 
riority over others, and a ſudden elatement ſwells out 
minds. Now, perhaps, we poſſeſs a clean heart, and 
are warm with holy love. But O! how eaſily is the 
purity of our affections ſullied ; how ſoon the fervour d 
our gratitude cooled! And is there not ſomething 
amiſs, even in our beſt moments? Something to be 
aſhamed of, in all we are, ſomething to be repented 
in all we do ? 


With what gladneſs, therefore, and adoring thank 
fulneſs, ſhould we ** ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of 
* our incarnate Gop;“ and receive, as a divine gift, 
what cannot be acquired by human works + !—A writer, 
of the firit diſtinction, and niceſt diſcernment, ſtile 

the 


I would not be underſtood, as meaſuring, in this reſpect, «ther 
by myſelf ; but as taking my eitimate, from the unerring_ftandad df 
ſcripture. And indeed, proceeding on this evidence, ſupported by this 
authority, I might have ventured farther than a bare ſuſpicion. For, 
6c there is not a ja man upon earth, that doeth good, and fuel 
« .not;”* ſays the Spirit of Inſpiration by Solomon Eccleſ. vii. 20.) 
Nay, ſuch is the purity, and ſo extenſive are the demands of the dis 
vine law, that an apoſtle makes a ſtill more humbling acknowledge 
ment; In mary things we offend a!l.”” ( Fam. iii. 2.) — And the 
unerring Teacher, who moſt thoroughly knew our frame, dire&s the 
moſt advanced, moſt eſtabliſhed, and moſt watchful chriſtians, to 
pray daily for the forgiveneſs of their daily treſpaſſes.— To which 
teſtimonies, I beg leave to add an elegant paſſage from the Canticle:; 
becauſe, it not only expreſſes the ſentiment of this paragraph, but i 
Juftrates it by the very ſame ſimilitude: Se (the church) is far s 
the moon; Clear as the ſun. Fair as the moon, the leſſer and c:1ange* 
able light, in her ſanctification: Clear as the ſun, the greater and in- 
variable luminary, in her juſtification. The inherent holineſs of be- 
Jievers being imperfe&, and ſubje& to many inequalities ; while the 
imputed righteouſneſs is every way complete, and conſtantly 1iks us 

Gt Cant. vi. 10. : 
+ Rom. V. J 7.x. 3 


he obedience of our glorious ſurety, an everlaſting 
ghtcouſneſs *. Such as was ſubject to no interruption, 
or obſcured by the leaſt blemiſh ; but proceeded al- 
ays in the ſame uniform tenor, of the moſt ſpotleſs 
erſetion, —This righteouſneſs, in another ſenſe, an- 
vers the prophet's exalted deſcription ; as it's benefi- 
al and ſovereign efficacy knows no end; bur laſts 
rough all our life; laſts in the trying hour of death; 
is at the deciſive day of judgment; laſts through 
rery generation; and will laſt to all eternity. 


Sometimes, I have ſeen that reſplendent globe ffripr 
of her radiance ; or, according to the emphatical lan- 
guage of ſcripture, ** turned into blood. The earth, 
Interpoſing with it's opake body, intercepted the ſolar 
rays, and caſt it's own gloomy ſhadow on the moon. 
The maligant influence gained upon her ſickening 
orb; extinguiſhed, more and more, the feeble remain» 
ders of light ; till at length, like one in a deep feen, 
10 comelineſs was left in her countenance ; ſhe was 
totally overſpread with darkneſs. —At this juncture, 


ful ſpectacle! Even of thoſe eyes, which diſregarded 
the empreſs of the night; or beheld her with indiffer- 
ence ; when, robed in glory, and riding in her trium- 
"WW phal chariot, ſhe ſhed a ſofter day through the nations. 


but now, under theſe circumſtances of diſgrace, they 


i vatch her motions with the moſt prying attention. In 
„ eery place, her misfortune is the object of general 
„observation; and the prevailing topic of diſcourſe, in 
üg eery company. K 8 
„ 15 it not thus, with regard to per/ons of eminence, in 
l- WF their reſpective ſpheres ! Kings, at the head of their 
lubjets ; nobles, ſurrounded with their dependents ; 
and (after names of ſo much grandeur, may I be al- 
bed to add?) Miniſters labouring among their peo- 
ple 3 
+ Dan. ix. 24. 
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hat a multitude of eyes, were gazing upon the rue- 
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ple “; are each in a conſpicuous ſtation. Their 9 
duct in it's minuteft ſtep, eſpecially in any miſcarrig 
will be narrowly ſurveyed, and critically ſcanned, ( 
there be a louder call, to ponder the paths of þ 
feet, and to be particularly jealous over all their yy 
— Thoſe, whe move in inferior life, may grofly 
fend; and little alarm be given; perhaps, no nat 
taken. But it is not to be expected, that the leaſt f 
in their carriage, the leaſt flaw in their character, 
paſs undiſcovered, Malice, with her eagle-eyes, wil 
ſure to diſcern them; while cen/are, with her < 
trumpet, will be as fa: rom concealing them; as; 
lumey, with her treacherous whiſpers, from extenuat 
them. A planet may fink below the horizon; ot 
ſtar, for ſeveral raonths, withdraw it's ſhining; : 
ſcarce one in ten thouſand perceive the loſs. But, 
the moon ſuffers a tranſient eclipſe, almoſt half 
world are ſpectators of her diſhonour+ 


Very different was the cafe, when, at this late boi 
I have taken a foiitary welk on the <vefern-cliffe, | 
the foot of the ſteep mountain, the ſea, all clear u 
ſmooth, ſpread i: ſalf into an immenſe plain, and h 
a watry mirror to the ſkies. In3nite heights abe 
the firmament ſtretched it's azure expanſe ; beſpang 
with unnumbered ſtars, and adorned with the moo 
„walking in brightneſs .“ She ſeemed to conte: 
plate herſelf, with a peculiar pleaſure ; while the tra 
parent , ſurface, both received and returned her fi 
image. Here, inſtead of being covered with ſack-clot 
ſhe ſhone with double luſtre ; or rather, with a lul 
multiplied, in proportion to the number of behold 
and their various ſituations, 

Such, methinks, is the effect of an exemplary! 
haviour, in perſons of exalted rank. Their cou! 


as it is nobly diſtinguiſhed, ſo it will be happily ij 
tu 


e are the light of the world. A city that is ſet es 4 hill, « 
hid. Matt. v. 14. + Job xXXI. 26. 
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| Others will catch the diffuſive ray; and be am- 
ious to reſemble a pattern, ſo attracting; ſo com- 
iding. Their amiable qualities, will not terminate 
themſelves : but we ſhall ſee them reflected from their 
lies ; their acquaintance; their retainers. Juſt as 
may now behold another moon; trembling *® in the 
m; glittering in the canal; and diſplaying it 's 
ch impreſs, on every collection of waters. 


he moon, philoſophy ſays, is a ſort of ſovereign over 
great deep, Her orb, like a royal ſceptre, ſways the 
in, and actuates the fluid realms. It ſwells the 
x, and perpetuates the reciprocal returns of ebb 
| flow. By which means, the liquid element purgey 
it's filth: and is preſerved, from being putrefied 
f and from poiſoning the world. —Is the moon thus 
ative on the vaſt abyſs ? And ſhall not the faith of 
nal and infinite delights to come, be equally effica- 
5 on this ſoul of mine? — Far above her argent 
„care treaſures of happineſs, unſeen by mortal eye; 
mortal ear unheard ;. and unconceived by any 
an imagination, In that deſirable world, the 
t diſtinguiſhed and exalted honours alſo are confer- 
in compariſon with which, the thrones and dia- 
s of earthly monarchs, are empty pageants, and 
liſh foys.—Yonder arch of ſapphire, with all it's 
ples of gold, is but the floor of thoſe divine abodes. 
at then are the apartments ; what is the palace > 
bright with glories ; how rich with bliſs ?. 

ye manſions of bleſſedneſs ; ye beauties of my 
er's kingdom; which far outſhine theſe lamps of 
nible heaven; tranſmit your ſweet and winning 
ations to my heart. Attract and refine, all my af- 
ons, Withdraw them from /agnating, on the ſor- 
ſhores of fleſh ; never ſuffer them to ſettle, upon 
impure lees of ſenſe : but impreſs them with emo- 
of reſtleſs 4 after ſublime and celeſtial joys. 
Joys, * 
® Flendet tremulo ſub Iumine Pontus. ViRG, 
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— Joys, that will proceed, ſtill proceed in a 
and everlaſting flow, when ſeas ſhall ceaſe to roll: 
Joys, that will charm every faculty with unimagind 
pleaſure ; when the moon, with her waxing ſplendy 
ſhall chear our fight no more. 


"Enough for the preſent evening. My thouy 
have been ſufficiently exerciſed, and my ſteps begin 
be attended with wearineſs. Let me obey the adn 
nition of nature; and give reſpite to my meditation 
Number to my eyes.—But ſtay.—Shall I retire tot 
bed of ſleep, with as little ceremony, and with as my 
inattention, as the brutes to their ſordid lair ? Are « 
acknowledgments due to that divine being, who is 
ſupport of my life, and the length of my days ? Hy 
I no farther need of his protecting care; no more oct 
Aion for the bleflings of his goodneſs ?—Lepiau, pe 
haps, may laugh at the bended knee; and have 
thouſand darts of raillery, ready to diſcharge on 
practice of devotion, The wits, I know, are unme 
cifully ſevere on, what ey call, the drudgery of p 
er, and the fantaſtical rant of praiſe. Theſe they le 
to the illiterate labourer, and the mean mechanic; 
treat them, with a contemptuous ſneer, as the 
ſon's ignohle trade. 


Is it then an inſtance of ſaperſtitious blindneſs, to 
tinguiſh ; or of wwhimfical zeal, to celebrate; the! 
ſupereminent excellency and merit? Is it an angrac 

| buſineſs ; or does it argue a groveling diſpoſition; 
magnify goodneſs, tranſcendently rich and diffuſive! 
What can be fo truly becoming a dependent fate, i 
pay our-adoring homage, to the Author of all Peri 
tion ; and profets our devoted allegiance, to the ſup 
almightyGovernor of the univerſe?—Can any thing mt 
ſignificantly beſpeak an tngenuous temper 3 or adminl 
a more real ſatisfaction to it's fineſt feelings; than! 
exerciſes of penitential devotion ? By which we | 
| ent to an honeſt anguiſh ; or melt into filial ſorro 
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our inſenſibility to the beſt of friends, for bur diſo- 
decience to the beſt of parents? In a word; can there 
e a more /ublime pleaſure, than to dwell, in fixed con- 
emplation, on the beauties of the eternal mind ; the ami- 
able original of all that is fair, grand, and harmonious 
he beneficent giver of all that is convenient, comfortable, 
and uſeful ? Can there be a more ndwvantegerns employ, 
than to preſent our requeſts to the Father of metcies ; 
pening our minds to the irradiations of his wiſdom, 
and all the faculties of our fouls to the communications 
f his grace? It is ſtrange, unaccountably ſtrange, that 
the notion of dignity in ſentiment, and the purſuit of re- 
xd enjoyment, ſhould ever be difunited from devotion: 
That perſons, who make pretenſions to an improved 
taſte, and exalted genius, ſhould negle@ this moſt en- 
nobling intercourſe, with the wiſeſt and beſt of beings ; 
he inexhauſtible ſource of honour and joy, 


Shall I be deterred, from approaching this ſource of 
he pureſt delight ? Deterred from purſuing this higheſt 
mprovement of my nature? Deterred from all, by a 
rnidable banter ; or confuted, by one #rrzfragable ſmile ? 
No: let the moon, in her reſplendent ſphere ; and 
yonder pole, with all it's ſtarry train; witneſs, if I be 
lent even or morn. If I refrain to kindle in my heart 
nd breathe from my lips, the reaſonable incenſe of 
raiſe, Praiſe to that great and glorious Gop, who form- 
| the earth, and built the ſkies ; who poured from his 
and the watery world, and ſhed the all-ſurrounding air 
droad—** Thou alſo madeſt the night, Maker Omni- 
potent! and thou, the day! Which I, though leſs 
' than the leaſt of all thy mercies, have paſſed in ſafety, 
tranquillity, and comfort.— When I was loſt in the 
extravagance of dreams, or lay immerſed in the in- 
'ſenſibility of ſleep; thy hand recovered me from the 
temporary lethargy. Thy: hand ſet 'a new, a deli- 
'cately fine edge, on all my blunted e] and ſtrung 
ny ſinews with recruited vigour, When my thoughts 

2 © were 
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i were benumbed and ſtupefied, thy quickening inf 
«« ence rouſed them into activity; when they were di 
. concerted and wild, thy regulating influence reduce 
them into order. Refitting me at once, to reliſh the 
«« innocent entertainments ef dn animal, and to enjoy 
e the ſublime gratifications of a rational capacity. 
«© When darkneſs covered the creation, at thy command 
«« the ſun aroſe ;; painted the flowers, and diſtinguiſhe 
«© every object; gave light to my feet, and gave nature 
with all her beautiful ſcenes, to my eye.—To thee, 
* O thou Goo of my ſtrength, I owe the continuance of 
„ my being, and the vivacity of my conſtitution. ] 
e thy ſacred order, without any conſciouſneſs of mine 
- the wheels of life move, and the erimſon fountair 
b plays. Over-ruled by thy exquiſite ſ6il, it transforms 
re itſelf, by the niceſt operations of an inexplicable kin 
of chemiſtry, into a variety of the fineſt ſecretions 
Which glide into the muſcles, and ſwell them for ac 
* tion; or pour themſelves into the fluids, and repai 
their inceſſant decays, Which, cauſe, chearfulnels te 
_ «© ſparkle in the eye, and health to bloom in the check, 


Diſaſtrous accidents, injurious to the peace of r 
mind.; or fatal to the welfare of my body; beſet n 
% paths. But thy faithfulneſs and truth, like an im 
«<< penetrable ſnield, guarded me all around. Und: 
t this divine pcotection, I walked ſecure, amidlſt legio 
* of apparent perils; and pafſed unhurt, through a k 
ac. greater multiplicity of an evils. Not one of m 
4 bones was broken; not a ſingle ſhaft grazed- upon n 
« eaſe; even when the eye that watched over me, fas 
in 's wide ſurvey, thouſands falling befeds me, in irt 
2 coverable ruin; and ten thouſands deeply woundel 
«© ny rigbt- hunνi. If ſickneſs has, at any time, fad 

c dened my chamber, or pain harrowe@ my fleſſi; 
««. was a wholfome difeipline ; and! & gracious ſeverit 
«© The! chaſtiſement proved a ſdyercign fiedicine, t 
<« cure me of an immoderate fondneſs, for this'impe! 
| * : « fel 


ect troubleſome ſtate ; and to quicken my defires, af- 


« ter the unimbittered enjoyments of my eternal home. 
Has not thy munificence,/unwearied and unbound- 


« wheat 3 repleniſhed it, with marrow: and fatneſs ? 
« white temperance ſweetened the bowl ; appetite ſea- 
« ſoned the diſh 3. contentment and gratitude crowned 
« the repaſt,—Has not thy kindneſs, O Gos of the 


„and heighten every joy? Has not thy Kindneſs given 


« chear me in a dejected hour; and whoſe ITED 
* mingles improvement with gelindt® *-.2- 11714 (dp 


« When fin lay diſguiſed amidſt flowery ſcenes' of 
« pleaſure-; enlightened by thy wiſdom, I diſcerned the 
« latent miſchief ; made reſolute by thy grace, I Gur- 
nd the luſcious bane. If, through the impulſe 'of 
* ſenſuality, or the violence of paſſion, I have been 
« hurried into the ſnare, and ſtung dy the ſerpent ; thy 
« faithful admonitions, have recalled the fooliſh wan- 
derer; while the blood of thy Son, has healed his 


v off in the midſt of their iniquities; and tranſmitted, 
from the thrillings of polluted joy, to the agonies of 
* eternal deſpain, Whereas, I have been diſtinguiſhed 
* by long-ſuffering mercy ; and, inſtead of lifting up 
my eyes in torments, to behold a heaven irrecovera- 
* bly loft ; I may lift them up under the pleaſing views 
of being admitted, ere long, into thoſe abodes of 
v endleſs felicity.— In the mean time, thou haſt vouch- 
* ſafed me the revelation of thy will; the influences of 
* thy Spirit; andabundance of the moſt effectual aids, 
* for advancing in knowledge, and growing in godli- 
© nels: for becoming more conformable to thy image, 
aud more meet for ty preſence : for taſting the 
Z 2 


* pleaſures 


oN THE NIGHT. © 27 


« ed, ſpread my table; and furnithed it, with the fineſt 


« families of 1frael, preſerved my affectionate relations; 
« who ſtady, by their tender offices, to ſoften every care, 


« me valuable Friends; whoſe preſence is a cordial, to 


« deadly wounds.—Some, no doubt, have been cut 
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«« pleaſures of religion, and ſecuring the riches of ett 
* nity. | £2 
Ho various is thy beneficence, O thou Lover & 
Souls ! It has unſealed a thoufand ſources of good; 
opened a thouſand avenues of delight; and hea 
«« bleflings upon me, with a ceafeleſs liberality. If! 
| © ſhould attempt to declare them; they would be more 
than the farry hoſt, which glitter in this uncloudet 
«« ſky; more than the dewy gems, which will adorn the 
s face of the morning. | 


And ſhall I forger the GOD of my ſalvation, the 
Author of all my mercies? Rather let my pulſe for. 
get to beat !--Shall I render him 0 expreſſions 0 
«« thankfulneſs ? Then might all nature reproach-ny 
<< ingratitude,—Shall I reſt ſatisfied with the bare at- 
% knowledgment of my lips? No: let my life be vocal, 
and ſpeak his praiſe, in that only genuine, that moſt 
'«« emphatical language—the language of devout obe- 
«« dience. Let the 370 be drawn upon my very heart; 
let all my affections acknowledge the draught ; and let 
the whole tenour of my actions, in time and through 
« eternity, be continually paying the debt—the ever- 
1 pleaſing, eyer-growing debt of duty, veneration, and 
love. | | 

And can I, O thou guide of my goings, and guar- 
7 dian of all my intereſts—can J 4diftruft ſuch ſignal, 
** ſuch experienced goodneſs ? Thou haſt been my helper, 
s through all the buſy ſcenes of day: therefore, under tht 
ados of thy wings will I repoſe myſelf, during the 

„ darkneſs, the danger, and death-like inaclivity of 
«« the night. Whatever defilement I have contradted, 
*- waſh it thoroughly away, in redeeming blood; and let 
*« neither the ſinful ſtain, nor the ſinful inclination, 
i accompany me to my couch !—Then, ſhall 7 /ay a 
« Jown in peace, and take my reſt 3 chearfully referring 
« it to thy all-wiſe-determination, whether I ſhall open 
my eyes in this world, or awake in the unknown fe. 

« gions of another. 


a » — ”— —æp— — 
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my 
ac- 
al, 
"oſt 
" ls evening, I exchange the nicovretreats 
1 H of art, for the noble theatre of nature. 
e Inſtead of meaſuring my ſteps, under the co- 
er. of an arbour; let me range along the nn, of 
ud gently riſing hill. There is no need of the leafy 


1 ſince the ſun has quitted the horizon, and with- 
wn his ſcorching beams. But ſee, how advantages 
id inconveniencies are uſually linked, and cheque 

ur affairs below! If the annoying beat ceaſes, the land. 


1 ie and it's pleaſing ſcenes, are alſo remoyed.— The 
e eic caſtle, and the lowly cottage, are vaniſhed to- 


ether, I have loſt the aſpiring mountain, and it's ruſ- 
t brow ; I look round, but to no purpoſe, for the 
umble vale, and it's flowery lap. The plains whiten- 
L with flocks, and the heath yellow with furze, diſap- 
ear, The advancing night, has wrapt in darkneſs 
e long-extended foreſt ; and drawn her maùtle, over 
le windings of the ſilver ſtream. I no longer behold 

0 | _ that 
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that luxuriant fertility in the fields; that wild magni 
_ cence of proſpect, and endleſs variety of images; whic 
have ſo often touched me with delight, and ſtruck u 
with awe, from this commanding eminence, 


The loſs, however, is ſcarcely to be regretted; fin 
it is amply compenſated, by the opening beauties of ti 
ſky. . Here I enjoy a free view of the whole hemiſphere; 
without any obſtacle from below, to confine the explo- 
ring eye; or any cloud from above, to overcaſt the ſpa 
eious concave. *Tis true, the lively vermilion, whic 
ſ lately ſtreaked the chambers of the Weſt, is all faded 
But the p/aners, one after another, light up their lamps 
the fart advance in their glittering train; a thouſand 
and a thouſand luminaries, ſhine forth in ſucceſſive 
ſplendors; and the whole firmament is kindled into the 
moſt beautiful glow. The blueneſs of the zther, heigh 
tened by the ſeaſon of the year, and ſtill more enlivene 
by the ab/ence of the moon, gives thoſe gems of heaver 
the ſtrongeſt luſtre. 


One pleaſure more, the invading gloom has not dee 
able to ſnatch, from my fenſe. The night rather im 
proves, than deſtroys, the fragrance which exhales fre 
the blooming beans. With theſe, the fides of this floping 
declivity-are lined ; and with theſe, the balmy zephy! 
perfume their wings. Does Arabia, from all her ſp 
groves, breathe a more liberal, or a more charming 
gale of ſweets? And, what is a peculiar recommendat 
on of the rural entertainments, prefented in our hap} 
land, they are alloyed by no apprehenſions of dange 
No poiſonous ferpent lurks under the bloſſom; nor an 
ravenous beaſt lies ready to ſtart from the thicket, 
But, I warder from a far more exalted ſubject. M 
thoughts, like my affections, are too eaſily dive 

from the heavens, and detained by inferior objed 
Away, my attention, from theſe little blandiſhments 
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ie earth; ſince all the glories of the Ai invite thy re- 
We have taken a turn among the tembe, and view- 
| the ſolemn memorials of the dead: in order to learn 
e vanity of mortal things, and to break their ſoft in- 
hntment.—We have ſurveyed the ornaments of the 
den; not, that the heart might be planted in the 
arterre, or take root among the flowery race: but that 
heſe delicacies of the day, might teach us to aſpire 
er a better paradiſe; where beauty never fades, and 
lelight is ever in the bloom.—A third time we lighted 
he candle of meditation ; and ſought for wiſdom, riot 
| the crouded city, or wrangling ſchools, but in the 
lent and lonely walls of antient night *.—Let us once 
more indulge the contemplative vein, and raiſe our 
ſheculations to thoſe ſublimer works of the great Crea- 
Ir; which the regions of the ſky contain, and this duſ- 
y hour unveils +. | 
If we have diſcerned the touches of his pencil, glow- 
ug in the colours of ſpring ; if we have ſeen a ſample 
of his beneficence, exhibited in the ſtores of nature; 
ad a ray of his brightneſs, beaming in the blaze of 
day; what an infinitely richer field for the diſplay of 
his perfections, are the heavens ! The heavens, in the 
moſt emphatical manner, declare the glory of God. 
The heavens are nobly eloquent of the Deity, and the 
moſt magnificent heralds of theic Maker's praiſe. They 
ſpeak to the whole univerſe ; for there is neither ſpeech 
o barbarous, but their language is underſtood ; nor 
ration ſo diffant, but their voices are heard among 
them t.—Let me then, in this ſolema ſeaſon, formed 
for 


e Referring to the ſeveral ſubjets of the three preceding eflays, 


1 Night opes the noble ſcines, and ſheds an awe, 
Which gives thoſe venerable ſcenes full weight, 
And deep reception in th* entender'd heart. 
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for thought, and a calm intercourſe with heaven; 
me liſten to their ſilent lectures. Perhaps, I may 
cvs ſuch impreſſive manifeſtations of the etery 

power and Godhead,” as may fed religion on n 
foul, while I walk the ſolitary ſhades ; and may be 
tutelary friend to my virtue, when the call of bun 
and the return of light, _ me again to the i roal 
of temptation. 


The [/raelites, inſtigated by frenzy rather than dey 
tion, worſhipped the hoſt of heaven. And the p 
tenders to judicial aftrology talk of, I know not what 
myſterious efficacy ; in the different aſpe& of the ſtar 
or the various conjunction and oppoſition of the planets 
Let thoſe, who are unacquainted with the ſure wor 
of revelation, give ear to theſe ſons of deluſion, an 
dealers in deceit. For my part, it is a queſtion of 
difference to me, whether the conſtellations ſhone wil 
ſmiles, or loured in frowns,. on the hour of my nati 
vity. Let Caa1sT be my gzard; and, ſecure in ſuc 
a protection, I would laugh at their impotent mena 
Let CyrrsT be my guide; and I ſhall ſcorn to aſk, 2 
well as deſpair of receiving, any predictory informatic 
from ſuch ſenſeleſs maſſes.— What! ſhall <« the living 
« ſeek to the dead“? Can theſe bodies advertiſe mt 
of future events, which are unconſcious of their own ex 
iſtedce ? Shall I have recourſe to dull unintelligent mat 
ter, when I may apply to that all-wiſe being ; » who, wi 
one comprebenſive glance, diſtinctiy views whatever! 
lodged in the boſom of immenſity, or forming in thi 
womb of futurity?— Never, never will I ſearch for an 
intimations of my fate ; but often trace my Create 
_ Footſteps +, in yonder ſtarry plains. In the former caſe 
they would be teachers of lyes ; in the latter, 12 

oracle 


II. vill. 19. 


+ lt is moſt unbecoming (ſays a great author) ſuch imps 
ti creatures as we are, to contemplate the works of GOD, i with th 
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les of truth. In this therefore, this ſenſe only, I 
ofeſs myſelf the pupil of the ſtars. | | 


The vulgar, are apprehenſive of nothing more, than 

multitude of bright ſpangles, dropt over the æthereal 

we. They have no higher notion of theſe fine ap- 

nances, than that they are ſo many golden fluds, with 
ich the empyrean arch is decorated. But ſtudious 

ds, that carry a more accurate and ſtrict inquiry 

jong the celeſtial bodies, bring back advices of a 

ſt aſtoniſhing import. Let me juſt recolle& the 

ot material of thoſe ſupendous diſcoveries ; in order to 

ih out proper ſubjects for contemplation. And let 
unlearned remember, that the ſcene I am going to 
play, is the workmanſhip of that incomprehenſible 

b, who is, perfect in knowledge, and mighty in 

power,” Whoſe name, whoſe nature, and all whoſe 

erations, are great and marvellous.” Who ſum- 

"ns into being, with equal eaſe, a ſingle grain, or 

n thouſand worlds. To this, if we continually advert, 
aſſertions, though they will certainly excite our ad- 

ration, need not tranſcend our belief. 


The earth is, in fact, a round body; however it may 
m, in ſome parts, to be ſunk into vales, and raifed . 
| into 


eign, that we may diſcern the manifeſtations of wiſdom in theth z 
nd thereby excite in ourſelves thoſe devout affections, and that 
kyerlative reſpect, which is the very eſſence of praiſe, as it is a 
raſonable and moral ſervice.” AztanztTaY on the Attributes. 
and, indeed, if we are fincerely diſpoſed to employ ourſelves in 
excellent, this delightful duty of praifng the infinite Creator; 
means, and the motives, are both at hand. His works, in a won- 
and inſtrutive variety; preſent thomſelves; with pregnant 
Weſtations of the moſt tranſcendent excellencies of their Maker. 
ey pour their evidence from all quarters, and into all the avenues 
tte mind. They invite us, eſpecially in the magnificent ſyſtem of 
verſe, to contemplate —Ceunſel, conſfurmately wiſe z and Exe- 
n inimitably perfe&t :—=Porver, to which nothing is impoſſible z 
Gudneſs, Which extendeth to all, which endureth for ever.-Ta 
wt a full diſplay, but only ſome ſight Hricturet, of theſe glorious 
%, is the principal ſcope of the following remarks. 
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into hills“; in other parts, to be ſpread into a ſpy 
ous plain, extending to the confines of the heavens, 
terminated by the waters of the ocean,—We may ft 
ey, that it has deep foundations, and reſts upon ſy 
prodigivuſly ſolid baſis. But it is pendent in the yi 
tranſpicuous #ther ; without any viſible cauſe, toy 
hold it from above, or ſupport it from beneath.—ltg 
ſeem to be ſedentary in it's attitude, and motionlek 
it's ſituation. But it is continually /ailing,- thro 
the depths of the ſky; and in the ſpace of tuch 
months, finiſhes the mighty voyage. Which periodi 
rotation, produces the ſeaſons, and completes the ys 
As it proceeds in the annual circuit, it ins upon 
own centre; and turns it's ſides, alternately to the fo 
tain of light. By which means, the day dawns ine 
hemiſphere ; while the night ſucceeds in the ol 
Without this expedient, one part of it's regions wc 
during half the great revolution, be ſcorched with 
ceſſive heat, or languiſh under an unintermitted gli 
while the other, expoſed to the contrary extren 
would be frozen to ice, and buried under a long 
preſſion of diſmal and deſtructive darknefs.. 

I cannot forbear taking notice; that, in this c 
pound motion of the earth, the one never interfere: 
the other, but both are perfectly compatible. Is it 
thus, with the precepts of religion, and the needful 
fairs of the preſent life; not excepting even the inne 


— — kw 


U 
4 


4 


* A learned writer, I think, Dr. Derham, has ſomewhere u 
fervation to this purpoſe—That the loftieſt ſummits of hills, 2 
moſt enormous ridges of mountains, are no real objection to the g 
lar or round form of the earth. Becauſe, however they may 
it, to our limited fight, vaſtly uneven and protuberant; Jet 
bear no more proportion to the intire ſurface of the terraqueous 
than a particle of duſt, caſually dropt on the mathematician 5$ 
bears to it's whole circumference. Conſequently, the n 
is no more deſtroyed in the former caſe, than in the latter. 
ſame principle, I have not thought it neceſſary. to take ary 09 
the comparatively ſmall di erence, between the polar and 4% 
diameter of the earth. | 
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tifications of our appetites >—Some, I believe, are 
to imagine, that they muſt renounce ſociety, if they 
ate themſelves to. CHRIST ; and abandon all the 
isfaftions of this world, if they once become zealons 
lidates for the felicity of another. — But this is a very 
taken notion, or elſe a very injurious repreſentation, 
the dotrine, which is according td godlineſs. It was 
er intended to drive men into deſarts; but to lead 
m, through the peaceful and pleaſant paths of wiſ- 
n, into the bliſsful regions of life eternal. It was 
er intended to ftrike off the wheels of buſineſs, or 
tin ſunder the ſinews of induſtry ; but rather to make 
1 induſtrious from a principle of con/ciexce, not from 
inſtigations of awarice ; that fo, they may promote 
ir immortal happineſs, even while they provide for 
ir temporal maintenance. It has no deſign to extir- 
our paſſions, but only to reſtrain their irregularities; 
ther would it extinguiſh the delights of ſenſe, but 
went them from evaporating into. vanity,, and ſub. | 
ng into gall. A perfon may be chearful among his 
nds, and yet joyful in GOD. He may taſte the 
ts of his earthly eſtate ; and, at the ſame time, 
iſh his hopes of a nobler inheritance in heaven. 
e trader may proſecute the demands of commerce, 
thout neglecting to negociate the affairs of his ſal- 
tion, The warrior may wear his ſword ; may draw, 
just cauſe, that murderous weapon; yet be a good 
lier of JESUS, CHRIST, and obtain the crown that 
eth not away, The parent may lay up a competent 
mon for his children, and not forfeit his title to the 
Wures, either of grace or of glory.—So far is chriſ- 
pity, from obſtructing any valuable intereſt, or with- 
ing any real pleaſure ; that it improves the one, 
| advances the otHer. Juſt as the diurnal and an- 

$ motions; are ſo far from claſbing, that they intirely 
v; and, inſtead of being deſtructive of each other, 


mutually blending their effeQs, they give proportion 
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and harmony to time, fertility and ingumeratle] ; 
fits to nature, 


To us, who dwell on it's ſurface, the earth i is by 
the n extenſFoc orb, that our eyes can, any-where, | 
hold. It is alſo cloathed with verdure ; diſtinguiſhed 
trees; and adorncd with a variety of beautiful deco 
tions. Whereas, to a ſpectator placed on one of 
planets, it wears an uniform aſpect; looks all lum 
ous, and ro larger than a ſpot. To beings, who dyel 
ſtill greater diſtances, it intirely diſappears.—T) 
which we call, alternately, the morning and the eyenin 
ſtar; as in one part of her orbit, ſhe rides foremoſt 
the proceſſion of night ; - in the other, uſhers in and 
ticipates the dawn; is a planetary world. Which, w 
the four others, that ſo wonderfully vary their my 
dance, are in themſelves dark bodies, and ſhine only! 
reflection; have fields, and ſeas, and ſkies of their os 
are furniſhed with all accommodations for animal ſubſ 
ence, and are ſuppoſed to be the abodes of intel 
life. All which, together with this our earthly habit 
tion, are dependent on that grand diſpenſer of din 
munificence, the ſun; receive their light from the i 
tribution of his rays, and derive their en from 
benign agency. 
The /un, which ſeems to den it's daily ſtay 
through the ſky, is, in this reſpe&®, fixed and i 
moveable. Tis the great axle of heaven, about vb 
the globe we inhabit, and other more ſpacious -off 
wheel their ſtated courſes. The ſun, though ſeeming 
ſmaller than the dial it illuminates, is. abundail 
larger + than this whole earth ; on which fo many ld 
mountains riſe, and ſuch vaſt oceans roll. A line, e 
— tend 


* I fly, ele rife; that T may not Gan i fire or exd 
the revolution of the ſun round i it's own axis. 


p A hundred thouſand times, according to the In re 
Sir $AAC NEwTON — — the ſun to be 900,000 times | 


than the earth, Religious hileſopher, p. 749. 
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xding from ſide to fide, through the centre of that 
plendent orb, would meaſure more than eight hun- 
red thouſand miles; a girdle, formed to go round it's 
rcumference, would require a length of millions: 
ere it's ſolid contents to be eſtimated, the account 
ould overwhelm our underſtanding, and be almoſt be- 
ond the power of language to expreſs *.—Are we ſtart. 
ed at theſe reports of philoſophy? Are we ready to 

out, in a tranſport of ſurprize ? How mighty is the 
Ying, who kindled ſuch a prodigious fire; and keeps 
live, from age to age, ſuch an enormous maſs of 
kme!—Let us attend our philoſophic guides, and we 
hall be brought acquainted with ſpeculations, more 
nlarged and more amazing. 


This ſun, with all it's attendant planets, is but a 
ry little part of the grand machine of the univerſe. 
very far, though, in appearance, no bigger than the 
lamond, that glitters upon a Jady's ring; is really a 
oft globe like the ſun in ſize, and in glory; no leſs ſpa- 
ons, no leſs luminous, than the radiant ſource of our 
lay, So that every ſtar is, not barely a world, but the 
ure of a magnificent ſyſtem ; has a retinue of worlds, 
nadiated by it's beams, and revolving round it's at- 
dive influence. All which are loſt, to our ſight, 
i unmeaſurable wilds of æther.— That the ſtars ap- 
ar like ſo many diminutive, and fcarce diſtinguiſna- 
Je points, is owing to their immenſe and inconceiva- 
je diſtance, Immenſe and inconceivable indeed it is; 
nee a ball, ſhot from the loaded cannon, and flying 
ith unabated rapidity, muſt travel, at this impetuoug 
Aa rate, 


"Dr. Drnnam, after having calculated the dimenſions of the 
nets, adds, “ Amazing as theſe maſſes are, they are all far out- 
tone dy that ſtupendous globe of light, the ſun; which as it is 
the fountain of light and heat, to all the planets about it, ſo doth 
it far ſurpaſs them all in it's bulk: it's apparent diameter being 
computed at $22,148 Engli/h miles, it's ambit, at 2, 582, 873 miles, 
— * — at 290,97 1, 00, 000, oo, oo. 22 T heel. 
« ap. 75 


] 
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rate, almoſt ſeven hundred thouſand years e, befor 
could reach the nrareſ of thoſe twinkling luminarig, 


Can any thing be more wonderful, than theſe dt 
ſervations ? Yes: There are truths, far more ſtupe 
dous; there are ſcenes, far more extenſive. As the 
is no end of the Almighty Maker's greatneſs; ſo 
imagination.can ſet limits to his creating hand. Coil 
you ſoar beyond the moon, and paſs through all t 
planetary choir : could you wing your way to the higt 
eſt apparent ſtar, and take your ſtand on one of thol 
loftieſt pinnacles of heaven: you would, there, f. 
other ies expanded; another ſun, diſtributing his iner 
Hauſtible beams by day; other fars, that gild the he 
rors of the alternate night: and ether +, perhaps ne 
bler H/ems, eſtabliſhed ; eſtabliſhed, in unknown pr 
fuſion, through the boundleſs dimenſions of ſpace. 
Nor does the dominion of the univerſal ſovereign te 
minate there. Even at the end of this vaſt tour, yo 
would find yourſelf advanced no farther, than ti 
ſuburbs of creation ; arrived only at the frontiers of th 
great Jerovan's kingdom t. | | 
An 


* See Religious Philoſopher, p. $19. 


+ See Aſtro Theolog y, book II. chap. II Where the author, hari 
aſſigned various reaſons to ſupport this theory of our modern afro 
mers, adds Befides the fore-mentioned ſtrong probabilities, web 
« this farther recommendation of ſuch an account of the univerle, tl 
# it is far more magnificent, and worthy of the infinite Creator, ik 
tc any other of the narrower ſchemes.“ 


1 Job, after a moſt beautiful diſſertation, on the mighty work 
GOD; as they are diſtributed through univerſal nature, from 
Heights of heaven, to the very depths of hell; cloſes the magnin 
account with this acknowledgment; Le! theſe are parts of his ug 
Or, as the original word more literally ſignifies; and may, I tt 
be more elegantly rendered; Theſe are only te ſtirts, the very out 
moſt borders of his works. No more than a ſmall preface to the l 
menſe volume of the creation. From the Hebrew, Kezuth, extrem 
tes, I cannot forbear thinking, on the extreme and very atten” 

res of the root, when compared with the whole ſubſtance of © 
trunk ; or on the exquiſitely ſmall fize of the capillary veſſels, n 
compared with the whole ſtructure of the body, Fob xxvi. 14 


— 
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And do they tell me; that the ſun, the moon, and 
| the planets, are but a little part of HIS works? How: 
ut, then, are his figns ! And how mighty are his won 
And if ſo, what is the CREATOR himſelf li 
wow far exalted above all praiſe! Who is ſo high g 
hat he looks down on the higheſt of theſe dazling' 
heres, and fees even the ſummit of creation in a vale * 
great, that this prodigious extent of ſpace, is but a 
vint in his preſence ; and all this confluence of worlds, 
the lighteſt atom, that fluctuates in air, and ſports 
the mer:dian ray f. 5 

Thou moſt ſublime and incomprehenſibly glorious 


v the loweſt proſtration of mind! When I conſider 
y ** excellent greatneſi, and my own utter infignifi-- 
ney!— And have I, exceſſively mean as I am, have 
entertained any conceited apprebenſions of myſelf? Have 
felt the leaſt-elatement of thought, in the preſence 


A2 2. which. 

* Dan. iv. 3. : 
f This puts me in mind of a very fine remark on a ſcriptural 
aut; and a ſolid correction of the common tranſlation; made by 
bat learned, ſagacious, and devout expoſitor Vitringa.—Iſa. xl. 15. 
Me dad it written of the Supreme Being, That 4e :aketh up the 1 
a very little thing- Which, our critic obferves, is neither anſwer- 


* 


ie diſcourſe. The prophet had no intention to inform mankind, 
tat the Almighty could de, with regard to the iflands, if he pleaſed, 
bexert uncontroulable power. His deſign was to ſhew, how inſig- 


fore his Majeſty.— The iſlands, ſays he, though ſo /pacious, as to 
ford room for the erection of kingdoms, and the abode of nations; 


Ling and reiterated aſſaults of the whcle watry world; are yet, be- 
me the adored JEHOVAR, ſmall as the minuteſt grain, which the 
can ſcarce diſcern ; /ight as the feathered mote, which the leaſt 
Meth hurries away Hﬀke a tempeſt. — I.ſul cedeck aigim. Inſulæ ſunt 


, which, by the gentleſt unduJations of the air, is waſted to and 
n ferpetual Agitation. * 


oo, how am I overwhelmed with awe ! How ſunk in- 


f ſo majeſtic and adorable a being? How ſhould this. 
ound me with forrow, and cover me with confuſion }. - 
my GOD, was I poſſeſſed of all the high perſetions, 


to the import of the original, nor conſonant to the ſtructure of 


uicant, or rather what mere nothings 7hey art, in his eſteem, and 


ugh ſo firong, as to Withſtand, for many thouſands of years, the 


Lleve quid, quod awolat. The deep-rooted iflands are as” the volatile 
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which accompliſh and adorn the angels of light; 
midſt all theſe noble endowments, I would fall dow 
in the deepeſ abaſement at thy feet. Loſt in the ink 
nitely ſuperior blaze of thy uncreated glories ; 1 wouk 
confeſs myſe:f, to be nothing; to be leſs than nothing 
and vanity.—Hew much more ought I to maintain the 
moſt unfeigned humiliation, before thy Divine Majeſty 
who am not only duſt and aſhes, but a compound of ig 
norance, imperfection, and depravity ! 
While, beholding this vaſt expanſe, I learn my on 
extreme meanneſs; I would alſo diſcover the abjec 
littleneſs of all zerreftrial things.—What is the earth 
with all her oftentatious ſcenes, compared with thi 
aſtoniſhingly grand furniture of the ſkies ? What, bu 
a dim /peckh, hardly perceivable in the map of the uni 
verſe? It is obſerved, by a very judicious writer“, tha 
if the ſun himſelf, which enlightens this part of th 
creation, was extinguiſhed ; and all the hoſt of plane 
tary worlds, which move about him, were annihilated 
they would not be miſſed, by an eye that can take it 
the whole compaſs of nature, any more than a grain a 
land upon the ſea ſhore. The bulk of which they con 
fiſt, and the ſpace which they occupy, is ſo exceeding) 
little in compariſon of the whole; that their lo 
would ſcarce leave a blank, in the immenſity of Gov' 
works,—-If then, not our globe only, but this whol 
ſyſtem, be ſo very diminutive ; what is a Kingdom, ot 
county? What are a few /ordfhips, or the ſo much admit 
ed patrimonits of thoſe, who are ſtiled wealthy + ? Wie 
I meaſure them with my own little pittance, they ſue 
into proud and bloated dnnenfions. But, when | tak 
the univerſe for my ſtandard, how ſcanty 1s their ſize 
how contemptible their figure! They ſhrink into poy 
cus nothings f. Whet 


* Spec. Vol. VIII. No. 565. 
+ Juvat inter dera va gantem divitum favimenta ridere, & U 


cum auro ſuo terram. SEN. 
1 Terrele grandia inazia, War 1's Hor. Lyr. 
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When the keen- eyed eagle ſoars above all the fea- 
ered race, and leaves their very ſight below : when 
de wings her way, with direct aſcent, up the ſteep of 
heaven ; and, ſteadily gazing on the meridian ſun, ac- 
cunts it's beaming ſplendors all her own: does ſhe - 
den regard, with any ſolicitude, the mote that is fly- 
Ing in the air, or the duff which ſhe ſhook-from - her 
tet! And ſhall this eternal mind, which is capable 
| contemplating it's Creator's glory; which is intend- 
d to enjoy the viſions: of his countenance ; - ſhall this 
ternal mind, endued with ſuch great capacities, and 
made for ſuch exalted ends, be ſo ignobly ambitious, as 
oſigh for the tinſels of ſtate ; or ſo poorly caVetous, * : 
o graſp after ample-territories on a needle's, point? 

o: under the influence of ſuch conſideratiotis I feel 
py ſentiments expand, and my wiſhes acquire a turn 
if ſublimity, My throbbing deſires after worldly gran- 
Kur, die away; and I find myſelf, if not poſſeſſed of 
power, yet ſuperior to it's charms. —Too long, muſt 
own, have my affections been pinioned by vanity, and 
Immured in this earthly clod. But theſe thoughts - 
break the ſhackles ®: Theſe objects open the door of I- 
wy, My foul fired by ſuch noble proſpects, weighs-- 
chor from this little nook; and: coaſts no longer 
bout it's contraſted ſhores ; dotes no longer on it's 
painted ſhells; The immenſily of things, is her range; 3 

{ an infinity of bliſs," is her aim... 


Behold this immenſe expanſe, and admire the ronge-_ . 
{un of thy. Gov.—In this manner, an inſpired and 
jincely aſtronomer, improved his ſurvey of the noc- 
unal heavens. When 1-confider thy heavens, even even the 


Aa 3 1 auen 


The en e e whe Bika: - 8 
Delightful outlet of her priſon here 
There, difincumbered from her chains, the ties 
Of toys terreſtrial, ſhe can rove at large; 
There freely can reſpire, dilate, extend, 
In full propertion let looſe-all her powers. 


Night Thongts, No, on: 


"5a a fine ſeries of the moſt beautiful gradations, the apoſtle · dipl 


Himz not to exerciſe dominion over monarchs, b 
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works of thy fingers, the moon and the lars awhich they h 
ordained ; I am ſmitten with wonder at thy glory, an 
cry out in a tranſport of gratitude, LORD, aha 
man, that thou art mindful of him # or the ſan of man, th 
thou wifiteft bim f? Ho amazing, how charming 
is that divine benignity, which is pleaſed to by 
« down it's facred regards, to ſo fooliſh and worthleß 
« creature ! Yea, diſdains not, from the height of! 
ce finite exaltation, to extend it's kind providential car 
«« to. our moſt minute concerns !-— This is amazing 
But that the everlaſting Sovereign ſhould give hi 
Son, to be made fleſh, and become our Saviour! Sh: 
I call it a miracle of condeſcending goodneſs ? Rathe 
« what are all miracles, what are all myſteries, to thi 
«£ ineffable gift 1”? 
Had the brighteſt archangel been commiſſioned ti 
eome down, with the olive-branch of peace in hi 
hand, ſignifying his eternal Maker's readineſs to 
T2conciled ; on our bended knees, with tears of jo 
and a torrent of thankfulneſs, we ought to have re 
ceived the tranſporting news. But when, inſtead e 
ſuch an angelic envoy, he ſends his only begotten Sn 
his Son beyond all thought illuſtrious, to make us th 
gracious overture ::—»ſends him from the habitat 
of his. holineſs and glory,“ to put. on the infirm! 
of mortality, and dwell in a tabernacle of clay :—ſen 
him, not barely to make us a tranſient viſit, but to abi 
many years in our inferior and miſerable world :—ſend 


 - An — Beat tin“ — "WY a nin, 


oa yo. cos tae, was wy r r > © 


—C.£H< XX.» - 


to wear out his life in the ignoble form of a ſervant 
and, at laſt, to make his exit under the infamous ch 
rafter of a malefafor ! Was ever love like this? D 
ever grace ſtoop ſo low + ?—Should the ſun be horn 


| * Pal, vill. 3, 4. 
® This reminds me of a very noble piece of ſacred oratory, wh 


the admirably condeſcending. kindneſs of our Saviour. — He they" 
no robberyg.. it was his indiſputable right, t be equal with the info 


—_—_ A. — — migen oo” © _ 28 © = => * —  — SA... 
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A his radiant honours, and degraded into-a clod of the 
nlleys ; ſhould all the dignitaries of heaven-be depoſed: 
om their thrones, and degenerate into-in/e&s of a day; 
great, great would be the abaſement. But nothing. tos 
thine, moſt bleſſed Jesvs; nothing tor» thinez. thow: 
Prince of peace: when, for us men, and for our ſalva- 
tion, thou didſt not abhor the coarſe accommodations: 
of the nanger; thou didſt not decline even. the gloomy 
horrors of the grave. | 2 

'Tis well, the ſacred: oracles have given this. doctrine, 
the molt explicit confirmation, and evidence quite in- 
conteſtable. Otherwiſe, a favour ſo; undeſerved, ſo 
mexpected, and rich beyond all imagination, might 
ſtagger our belief.— Could H, who launches. all theſe: 
planetary. globes, through the. illimitable void; and 
leads them. on, from age to age, in their extenſive ca- 
cer; could Hz reſign his hands, to be confined by the 
zirding cord; and his back to be plowed, by the bloody 
ſcourge? - Could. Ha, who crowns all the- ſtars. with. 
nextinguiſhable &rightneſs ;_ be himſelf. defiled with: 
fitting,. and disfigured with.the thorny. ſcar? It is the 
greateſt of wonders,, and yet the ſureſt of truths.. 


elf-exiftent, immortal GOD. Tet, in mercy to ſinners, ir emptied 
linje/f of the incommunicable honours, and laid aſide the robes of 
incomprehenſible glory. When he entered upon his mediatorial tate, 
inſtead of acting in the grand capacity of um verſal Sovereign, he cook 
won him the form of a ſervant. And not the form of thoſe miniſter - 
wg ſpirits, whoſe duty is dignity. itſelf; who are throned, though 
noring.— He took not on him the nature of angels, but Rooped in- 
comparably lower. Aſſumed a bady of animated duſt, and was made 
a the likeneſs of, men ; thoſe inferior. and depraved creatures. —Afſtoniſh- 
ng condeſcenſion ! but not ſufficient for the overflowing richneſs of 
de Redeemer's love. For, being in faftion as a man, he humbled 
elf farther ſtill, Occupied loweſt place, where all was low 
ad ignoble. He not only ſubmitted to the yoke of the law, but alfo 
bore the infirmities, and miniſtered to the necaſſities of mortals. He 
eren waſhed, the feet of others, and. had not where. to lay his own 
tead.—Yea, he carried his meritorious humiliation, to the very deep- 
it degrees of poſſible abaſement. He became obedient unto death——And 
Wt to a common or natural death, but a death more infamous than 
the gibbet; more torturous than the rack; even the accurſed death of 
the croſs, Phil. li. 6, T3 8. ; | p wy 
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' O! ye mighty orbs, that roll along the ſpaces of the 
{ky ; I wondered, a little while ago, at your vaſt d 
menſions, and ample circuits. But now my amate 
ment ceaſes, or rather, is intirely ſwallowed up by 
much more ſtupendous ſubject. Methinks, your enor 
mous bulk is ſhrivelled to an atom; your prodigious te 
volutions are contracted to a pan; while I muſe upon the 
far more elevated heights, and. unfathomable depths; 
the infinitely more extended lengths, and unlimited 
breadths, / this love of GOD in CHRIST ESU. 


Contemplating this ſtately expanſe, I ſee- a mirror 
which repreſents, in the moſt.awful colours, the beinmu/. 
ne/s of human guilt.— Ten thouſand volumes; wro 
on purpoſe, to diſplay the aggravations of my various 
acts of diſobedience ; could not ſo effectually convince 
me of their inconceivable enormity, as the conſideration 
of that all-glorious perſon ; who, to make an: atone- 
ment for them, ſpilt the laſt drop of his blood. I have 
finned, may every child of Adam ſay; and what ſpall | 
do unto thee, O thou obſerver. of men | ?- Shall I give my 
firſt-born for my.tranſgreſſion, the fruit of my body for 
the ſin. of my foul !. Vain commutation ! and fuch as 
would be rejected by the bleſſed Gop, with the utmoſt 

abhorrence.— Will all the potentates, that ſway the ſcep- 
tre in a thouſand kingdoms, devote their royal and 
honoured. lives, to reſcue an obnoxious creature from 
the ſtroke of vengeance ?. Alas! it muſt coſt more, in- 
comparably more, to expiate the malignity of ſin, and 
fave a guilty wretch from hell.— Will all the prizcipai- 
ties · of heaven be content to aſſume my nature, and re- 
eB 2 fo ſign 


ww 3x” 


| * Eph. il. 18, 19. 
1 wo quiſque altius aſcendit in agnitione Ch A185 T1, eo profundius ftc« 
anti atrecitatem cognoſcet. i 5 
1 Fob vii. 20. Not Preſerver, as it ſtands in our verſion, but 0b 
of men. Which phraſe, as it denotes the exact and inceſſant 
inſteFion of the divine eye; as it intimates the abſolute impoſſibility, 
that any tranſgreflion ſhould eſcage the divine notice; is evident 
moſt proper, both to aflign the reaſer, and heighten the entf A 6 
the context. ATY 1 
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en themſelves to death for my pardon * ? Even this, 
zuld be too mean a ſatisfaction, for inexorable juſtice; 
wo ſcanty a reparation, of G op's injured honour. So 
grant is human guilt, that nothing, but a victim of 
frite dignity, could conſtitute an adequate propitia- 
ion, He who ſaid, let there be light, and there was 
light ;?* let there be a firmament, and immediately 
e blue curtains floated in the ſky ; He muſt take fleſh ; 
: muſt feel the fierce torments of crucifixion ; and 
our out his ſoul in agonies, if ever ſuch tranſgreſſors 
e pardoned. 


How vaſt is that debt ; which all the wealth of both 
e Indies cannot diſcharge! How vitiated that habit 
ff body ; which all the drugs produced by nature her- 


cannot rectify! But how much more ruined was 
— 


Mir rox. ſets this thought, in a very poetical and ſtriking light. 
All the ſanctities of heaven, ſtand round the throne of the Su- 
peme Majeſty, Gop foreſees and foretels the fall of man; the ruin, 
which will unavoidably enſue on his tranſgreſſion; and the utter 
joſibility, of his being able to extricate himſelf, from the abyfs of 


He, with his whole poſterity, muſt die; 

Die he, or juſtice muſt ; ualeſs for him 

Some other able, and as willing pay 

The rigid ſatisfaction, death for death. 

After which affecting repreſentation, intended to raiſe the moſt ten- 
ter emotions of pity ; the following inquiry is addreſſed to all the ſur- 
nunding angels: ” 

Say, heav*nly pow'rs, where ſhall we find ſuch love? 

Which of you will be mortal, to redcem 

Man's mortal crime? and die, the dead to ſave ? 

He aſked; but all the heav'nly choir ſtood mute, 

And filence was in heav'n.— 
0 8 There is, to me at leaſt, an inimitable ſpirit and beauty In the laſt 
ercumſtance.— That ſuch an innumerable multitude, of generous 
ad compaſſionate beings, ſhould be truck dumb with ſurprize and 
error, at the very mention of The deadly forfeiture and ranjum let! 
No language is fo eloquent as this filexce. Words could not poſſibly 
bare expreſſed, in ſo emphatical a manner, the drea/ful nature of the 
talk; the ab/olute inabilicy of any or all creatures execute it; the 
luer-emineat and ma:chleſs love of the Eternal Son, in undertaking 
tae tremendous work ; not only without reluctance, but unſoughs 
Tu rlered; with readineſs, alacrity, and delight. Paradiſe Left, 
. 1, 209. Edit. BIX TI. 7-1} 


Py 


276 CONTEMPLATIONS ON 
thy condition, O my ſoul! how much more hem 
were thy crimes ! Since nothing leſs than the ſuffering 
and death, of Mefſiah the Son of Gop, and radian 
image of his glory, could effect thy recovery, or cance 
thy iniquity.— Though perhaps, thou art not ſunk ſ 
very deep in pollution, as ſome of the moſt abandons 
proffigates; yet remember the ineſtimable ranſom, paid 
to redeem thee from everlaſting deſtruction. Remem 
ber this; and“ never open thy mouth any more“, . 
either to murmur at the divine chaſtiſements, or to glu 
in thy own attainments. Remember this; and ever 
& [oath thyſelf+ for the multitude of thy provocations, 
and thy great baſeneſs. 


Once more: let me view this beautiful, this magni 
ficent expanſe ; and conceive ſome juſter apprehegſians 
of the unknown richneſs of my Saviour's atonement, 
I am informed by a writer who cannot miſtake, that the 
high-prieſt of my profeſſion, who was alſo the ſacriſe e 
for my ſins, is higher than the heavens t; more exalted 
dignity, more bright with glory, than all the heavenly 
manſions, and all their illuſtrious inhabitants. If m 
heart was humbled, at the conſideration of it's exceſſive 
guilt ; how db all my drooping powers revive, at this 
delightful thought? The poor criminal, that ſeemec 
to be tottering on the very brink of the infernal pit 
is raiſed, by ſuch a belief, even to the portals of para 
diſe. My ſelf-abaſement, I truſt, will always continue 
but my fears, under the influence of fuch a conviction 
are quite gone . I do not, I cannot, doubt the ei. 
| car 


* Ezek. xvi. 63. + Ezek. xxxvi. 31. Þ Heb. vil. 26. 


5 I am ſorry to find, that ſome of my readers were a little difzufte 
at this expreſſion, y fears are quite gone. As thinking, it dif 
covered a tin&u»- of arrogance in the writer, and tended to difcou;a ; 
the weak chrif*a. But, I hope, a more mature conſideration vw 
acquit me, from%t4 theſe charges. For, what has the authur { ud 
Only, that at ſome ccul.arly he; py moments, when the Holy bal 
kcars. witneſs of Cnnistr in his heart, and he is favoured ow 
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of this propitiation. bile I ſee a glimpſe of it's 
natchleſs excellency; and werily believe myſelf, inte- 
ed in it's merits ; I know not what it is to feel any 
piſgiving ſuſpicions ; but am ſtedfaſt in faith, and joy- 
ul through hope. 1 16 
Be my iniquities like debts of millions of talents, 
re is more than full payment for all that prodigious 
um. Let the enemy of mankind, and accuſer of the 
brethren, load me with invectives; this one plea, a di- 
vine Redeemer died, moſt thoroughly quaſhes every in- 
itment. For, though there be much turpitude, and 
manifold tranſgreſſions, “there is no condemnation 
to thoſe that are in Cu sr Jesus.“ —Nay, were 1 
hargeable with all the vileſt deeds, which have been 
mmitted in every age of the world, by every nation 
if men ; even in this moſt deplorable caſe, I need not 
ink into deſpair. Even ſuch guilt, though grievous 
beyond all expreſſion, is not to be compared with that 
lundance of grace and righteouſneſs, which dwell in 
he incarnate divinity.—How great, how tranicendent- 
lj glorious, are the perfections of the adored JeHovan! 
great, ſo ſuperlatively precious, is the expiation of the 
lying Jesus. *Tis impoſſible for the human mind, 
o exalt this atonement *, too highly; ?tis impoſſible 
for 


limpſe of the Redeemer's matchleſs excellency — that, in theſe 
hier intervals of life, his trembling fears, with regard to the de- 
thre ſentence of the great tribunal, are turned into pleaſing expecta- 
ons. And what is there in ſuch a declaration, offenſive to the 
Inf modeſty, or diſpiriting to the <veakeft believer? Inſtead of cre- 
King diſcourage ment, ic points out the way to obtain a ſettled tran- 
ulity, It's natural tendency is, to engage the ſerious mind in a 
tore conſtant and attentive meditation, on the unknown merits of the 
Vine MEDIATOR. And were we more thoroughly acquainted, 
hore deeply aſfe ted, with his unutterable dignity; I am perſuaded, 
ur uneaſy apprehenſions would proportionably vaniſh ; our faith be 
Mablihed, our hopes brightened, and our joys inlarged. 

This doctrine, though rich with conſolation to the ruined ſinner ; 
Ft, is it not likely to open a door for /icentiouſneſs; and embolden 
algreſſors to proſecute their VIC ES! No: it is the moſt * 
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for the numBLE r ENI EN, to confidt in it, too ſ 
dily. The ſcriptures, the ſcriptures of eternal trul 
have ſaid it (exult, my ſoul, in the belief of it!) f 
the blood on which we rely, is Gop's wn lad“; 2 
therefore all-ſufficient to expiate, omnipotent to ſave, 


David, that egregious ſinner, but more exerypl; 
faint, ſeems to have been well acquainted with this com 
fortable truth. What elſe can be the import of that ye 
remarkable, but moſt devout declaration? Theu 

furge me + with hyſſop, and I ſhall be clean: thun þ 
⁊baſ me, and I ſhall be whiter than ſnoau.—“ I have bee 
„ ovilty, I muſt confeſs, of the moſt complicated an 
«« ſhocking crimes : crimes, inflamed by every aggrava 
« ing circumſtance, with regard to myſelf, my neigh 
„ bour, and my Gop. My/elf, who have been bleſl 
„ above men, and the diſtinguiſhed favourite of proi 
% dence ; my mtighbour, who, in the moſt dear and ten 
«« der intereſts, has been irreparably injured ; my GOD 
« who might juſtly expect the moſt grateful returns « 
duty, inſtead of ſuch enormous violations of his lai 
„Vet, all horrid and execrable as my offence is, it | 
nothing to the ſuperabundant merit of that great N 
« Jeemer, who was promiſed from the foundations 
the world; in whom all my fathers truſted ; who! 


„„the hope of all the ends of the earth. Though m 
| 16 con 


ful motive to that genuine repentance, which flotus from an unfeizt 
love of God; and operates in a hearty deteſtation of all fin. One, wi 
knew the unmeaſurable goodneſs of the LoxD, and was no ſtrange 
to the ſinful perverſeneſs of our nature, ſays, There is mercy tuiti the 
THEREFORE Halt thou be feared, Plal. cxxx. 4. — Words, ful 
to my purpoſe; which at once add the Age authority to this ies 
timent, and direct our minds to it's proper influence, and due 1 
provement. 


Acts xx. 28. 

+ Pſal. li. 7. Thou Halt urge. I prefer this tranſlation, vet 
the new one. Becauſe this ſpeaks the language of a more ſtedfaſt b 
lief, and gives the higheſt honour to the divine goodneſs. Were u 
words intended to bear no more than the common petitionary ſeal 
and not to be ex preſſive· of a noble plerophory of faith; they would! 
ther have been kethani and bebeſeniz imperatives, not futures. 
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conſcience be more leathſome, with adulterous im- 
purity, than the 'du»ghil/; though treachery and mur- 
der have rendered it even black as the gloom of hell; 
yet, waſhed in the © fountain opened for fin and for 
« uncleanneſs'*,” I ſhall be- ſay not, pure only, this 
« vere a diſparagement to the efficacy of my Saviour's 
death; but TI'fhall be fair as the-/i/y, and white as 
« the ſnow. Nay, let me not derogate from the glori- 
Vous object of my confidence ; cleanſed by this fove- 
« reign ſanctifying ſtream, I ſhall be Fairer than the 
' full-blown lily, «whiter than the new- fallen ſnows. - 
Power, ſaith the ſcripture, belongeth unto GOD f. 
And in what majeſtic lines, is this attribute of Je- 
iovaH written, throughout the whole volume of the 
ation ? Eſpecially, through thoſe magnificent pa- 
zes, unfolded in yonder ſtarry regions. Whick are 
therefore ſtiled; by the ſweet and ſeraphic ſinger of 
lrael, “the firmament of his power r.“ Becauſe, the 
prand exploits of omnipotence are there diſplayed, with 
the utmoſt pomp; and recorded, in the moſt legible 

WR he" TY | 7 
Who, that looks upward to the midnight ſky; and, 
ith an eye of reaſon, beholds it's rolling wonders, 
ho can forbear inquiring, of what were thoſe mighty 
nds formed P— Amazing to relate! They were pro- 
luced without materials. They ſprung from emptineſs 
elf. The ſtately fabric of univerſal nature emerged 
ut of nothing. What inſtruments were uſed by the ſu- 
eme architeR, to faſhion the parts with ſuch exqui- 
te niceneſs, and give ſo beautiful a poliſh to the whole? 
dow was all connected into one finely- proportioned, 
id nobly-finiſhed ſtructure ?—A bare fiat accompliſhed 
l. LET THEM BE, ſaid Go. He added no more; 
nd immediately the marvellous edifice aroſe ; adorned 
th every beauty; diſplaying innumerable perfeQions ; 

wr ad Ely 62 and 
Zech. xiii. 1. 1 Pſal.lxiian, 1 Pfad. cl. 1. 


* — ka 
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and declaring, amidſt enraptur'd ſeraphs, it's prey 
Creator's praiſe. By the word of the Lox were the 
** heavens made, and all the hoſt of them by the 5720 
* of his mouth *.” — What forceful machinery fu 
ſome of thoſe ponderous globes, on an immoyeable ba 
ſis? What irreſiſtible impulſe 4evled others, through 
the circuit of the heavens ? What coercive energy co 
fined their impetuous courſes, within limits aſtoniſh 
ingly large, yet moſt minutely true? — Nothing by 
his /overeign will, For all things were at firſt conſti 
tuted, and all to this day abide, * according to his or 
* dinance.”” 


Without any toilſome aſſiduity or laborious pro. 
ceſs, to raiſe to touch to ea. ſuch a multitude of 
immenſe bodies into being—to launch them throug! 
the ſpaces of the ſky, as an arrow from the hand of 
giant to impreſs on ſuch unwieldy maſſes a motion 
tar outſtripping the ſwiftneſs of the winged creation 

—an 


* Tf this thought is admitted a ſecond time, and ſuffered to en 
noble the next paragraph; it is partly, becauſe of it's unequal: 
ſublimity; partly, becauſe it awakens the moſt grand idea of creatin 
power; and partly, becauſe the practice of the Pſalmiſt, an authoti 
too great to be controverted, is my precedent. — Ihe beautiful ſtanz 
quoted from Hal. xxxiii. 6. is a proof, how thoroughly the roja 
Poet entered into the rhajeſty of the Meſaic narration. The ep: 
tition of the ſentiment, wer. 9. intimates, how peculiarly he va 
charmed, with that noble manner, of deſcribing the divine operations 
While the turn of his own compoſition news, how perfectly he pol 
ſeſſed the ſame elevated wway of thinking. And this long beta 
Longinus wrote the celebrated treatiſe, which has taught the heather 
as well as the chriſtian world, to admire the dignity of che Jeu 
legiſlator's ſtile. Vid. LoxGin. de Sublim. Sect. IX. 

+ 'Fo give one inſtance of this remark.— The earth, in the diun 
revolution, which it performs on it's own axis, v4ir/s about at n 
rate of above a thouſand miles an hour. And as the great orbi 
which it deſcribes annually round the ſun, is reckoned at 549 m 
lions of miles, it muſt travel near a million and half, each day. 
What a force muſt be requiſite, to protrude fo vaſt a globe; and vis 
it on, loaded as it is with huge mountains, and ponderous rocks, 
ſuch a prodigious degree of rapidity! It ſurpaſſes human concept 
How natural, how pertinent, how almoſt neceſſary, after ſuca 4 
obſervation, is the acknowledgment made by holy ob ! J _ 
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wand. to continue them in the ſame rapid whirl, for 
thouſands and thouſands of years—What an amazing 
inſtance of infinite might is this !—- Can any thing be 
AMinpofible to the Lox», the Loxpy Gop ; the Creator 
ad Controuler, of all the ends of the earth, all the 
regions of the univerſe ? Rather, is not all that we 
14Mcount cult, perfect eaſe to that glorious being, who 
e ſpake, and the world was made? Who only 
are command, and the ſtupendous axle was lodged 
Wit, the lofty w'ieels moved complete? What a ſure 
ö. (efence, O my ſoul, is this everlaſting ſtrength of thy 
CoD? Be this thy continual refuge, in the article of 
„anger; this thy never-failing reſeurce, in every time 
ef nec. 
What cannot this uncontroulable power, of the great 
lenovan, effect for his people? Be their miſeries 
"ever ſo galling, cannot this Gop relieve them? Be 
beir wants ever ſo numerous, cannot this Gop ſupply 
them ? Be their corruptions within, ever fo inveterate ; 
or their temptations without, ever ſo importunate z 
cannot this mighty, mighty God, ſubdue the former, 
and fortify them againſt the latter ?-Should rials, 
ith an inceſſant vehemence, ſift thee as wheat ; ſnould 
ribulation, with a weight of woes, almoſt grind thee to 
powder ; ſhould pleaſure, with her bewitching ſmiles, . 
ſlicit thee to delicious ruin; yet hold thee faſt by 
* Gon,” and lay thy help upon him, that is omnipo- 
tent f. Thou canſt not be involved in ſuch calami- 
tous circumſtances, or expoſed to ſuch iminent peril ; 
Bb2 but 


nov canſt do every thing, and that no thought, no imaginable ſcheme, 
n be Toih-holden from thee, can lie beyond thy power to execute. 
« Xlil, 2. | 


* Pal. Xxxill. g. 

f lt is a moſt charming deſcription, as well as a moſt comfortable 

poniſe, which we find in Iſaiah xl. 29, 30, 31.— HE giveth fower 

Þ the feeble; and to them that have no might at all, He not only im- 

ch, but increaſeth Nrength 3 making it to abound, where it did 
1 not 
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but thy Gop, whom thou ſerveſt, is able to delivg 
thee from one, and to ſupport thee under the other, 
To fupport / to deliver! Let me net diſhonour the 
unlimited greatneſs of his power. He is able to exal 
thee, from the deepeſt diſtreſs, to the moſt triumphant 
joy; and to make even a complication of evils, wor 
together for thy everlaſting good. e is able, nat 
only to accompliſh what I have been ſpeaking, but 
to do exceeding abundantly above all that we can aſh, 
think . 


= 


0! 


not ſo much as exiſt. Without this aid of ]JxRnevan, even the youth 
amidſt the very prime of their vigour and activity, all become langii 
in their work, and weary in their couiſe. And the young men, 
whoſe reſolution and abilities nothing ſeemed impracticable, Sal 
not only not ſucceed, but utterly fall, and miſcarry in their variot 
enterprizes.— M lereas, they that wait upon the LORD, and confide | 
his grace, ſhall paſs on, with a generous ardour, from one degree 
religious improvement to another. Inſtead of exhauſting, they /lal 
renew their flrengtk 3 difficulties ſhalt animate, and toil invigorat 
them. They Hall. mount up, as with ſoaring wings, above all opf 
ſition; they ſhall be carried through every diſcouragement, as eagle 
cleave the yielding air. They fall run, with ſpeed and alacrity, the 
way of Gop's commandments, and not be weary: they /hall hold 0 
(iti, progredientur, car ent iter) with conſtancy and perſeverance, | 
thoſe peaceful paths, and not faint ; but arrive at the end of their pro 
greſs, and receive the prize of their high calling. 

To this moſt chearing doctrine, permit me to add it's no leſs ben 
tiful and delightful contraff. Elięilaa, ſpeaking of the enemies of ti 
righteous, ſays — Kimnu netkad la — which is rendered, by a gre 
entic in ſacred learning, Niki! exciſum factio nobis N 
mould reckon, our language acquitted irſelf tolerably well, if, whs 
depreciating the abilities of an adverſary, it ſhould repreſent then 
weak as the ſcorched thread, feeble as the diſſlving ſmoke. But theb 
are cold forms of ſpeech, compared with the eloquence of the Ea 
According to the genius of our Bible, All tie forwer that *þj jt: ! 
godly, is a mere nothing; or, to ſpeak with a more emphatica 
of contempt, a deſtreyed, an extirjated nothing. —Admire this expe 
fion, ye that are charmed with daring images, and (what 72. c 
werbum ardens)] a ſpirited and glowing diction.— Remember, this c 
claration, ye that fight the good fight of faith. The united force 
all your enemies, be it ever fo formidable to the eye of fleſh, is, be 
fore your Almighty Guardian, Nui nikiliſimum, got only noch 


but Jefs than nothing, and vanity. Fob xxil. 20. x 
* I ſhould, in this place, avoid ſwelling the notes any Farther, 
is not to take notice of the inimitable paſſage quoted above, 14 


= 
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O! the awretched condition of the wicked, who have 
this Los Þ of all power for their enemy! O! the 4% 
rate madneſs of the, ungodly, who provoke the Al- 
mighty to jealouſy !—Beſotted creatures! are you able 
contend with your Maker, and enter the liſts againſt 
mcenſed omnipotence? Can you bear the fierceneſs 
f his wrath, or ſuſtain the vengeance of his lifted - 
am? At his preſence, though awfully ſerene, the 
hills melt like wax, and the. mountains ſkip like 
« frighted lambs.” At the leaſt intimation of his diſ- - 
pleaſure, the foundations of nature rock, and the ** pil- 
„lars of heaven tremble.” How then can a withered 
af endure, when „ his lips are full of indignation, 
*and his tongue as a deyouring fire?“ - Or can any 
hing /creer a guilty worm, when the great and terri- 
ble Gop ſhall wwher his glittering ſword, and his hand 
ale Hold on inexorable judgment * When that hand, 
hich ſhoots the planets, maſſes of exceſſive bulk * ,. 
ith ſuch ſurpriſing rapidity, through the ſky : har 
ard, which darts the comets- to ſuch unmeaſurable 
B b 3. to dif-- 


found Eph. iii. 20, Which, if I do not greatly miſtake, is the 
dot co1plete repreſentation of divine Power, that it is poſhble for 
ls to trame.—T'o do all that our tongu2 can , is a miracle of 
light. But we often think more than we can expreſs, and are ac- 
ated with (e proanings unutteruble.“ Yet, to antwer theſe vaſt de - 

„ is not beyond the accompliſhment of our heavenly Father. 
ay, to make his gifts and his bleſſings commenſurate to the /argeſt 
rack of human expeRations, is a ſmall thing with the God of glory. 
ie i3 able to do above all, that the moſt inlarged apprehenſion can 
bagine ; yea, to do abundantly more, exceeding abundantly more, than 
be mind itſelf, in the utmoſt exertion of all it's faculties, is capable: 
wiking, or knows how to conceive. 


ons of the planets ¶ Saturn) is ſuppoſed to be more than go times 
dig, as the globe on which we live. According to the ſame cal- 
Aden, the largeſt 6f the planets ¶ Jupiter) is above 200 times 
ver, than this vaſt collection of ſpacious foreits, towering moun- 
us, extenfive continents, and boundleſs oceans.—Such enormous 
Bgutude ! winged with ſuch prodigious ſpeed It raiſes aſtoniſh= 
at beyond expreſſton — With GOD is terrible majeſty! Job xxx vii. 
L=i Hall not fear THEE, O LORD, d ghrify thy name # 


1 p XV. 4. 
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diſtances, beyond the orbit of our remoteſt planet, be. 
—yond the purſuit of the ſtrengeft eye: when Tar 
Hax p is ſtretched out to puniſh, can the munition 
of rocks, the intervention of ſeas, or even interpoſing 
worlds, divert the blow ?— Conſider this, ambitien; 
and bow thy haughty creſt. Conſider this, di/obedience; 
and bend thy iron ſinew. O! conſider this, all ye that 
forget, or affront, the tremendous Jenovan. He 
ean, by a ſingle act of his will, lay the univerſe in ut- 
ter ruin: and can he want power to bring you, in a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, to the duſt of death, 
or to the flames of hell? He has—I ſay net, ten thou- 
ſand lightnings to ſcorch you to aſhes ; ten thouſand 
thunders to cruſh you into atoms; but, what is un. 
ſpeakably more dreadful—He has an army of terrory 
| even in the /oo# of his angry countenance. His ven 
| frown is worſe than deſtruction. 

I cannot diſmiſs this ſubje&, without admiring th 
patience of the bleſſed God. Who, though fo ſtrong 
and powerful, yet © is provoked every day.” —Sure- 
ly, as is his Majeſty, ſo is his mercy ; his pity altoge 
ther commenſurate to his power. If I vilify but the 
name of an earthly monarch; I loſe my liberty, anc 
am confined to the dungeon. If I appear in arms, and 
draw the ſword, againſt my. national ſovereign ; my lite 
is forfeited, and my very blood will ſcarce atone fe 
the crime. But Thee 1 have diſhonoured, O! thou King 
immortal and inviſible ! againſt Thee my breait has ſo 
mented /ecret diſaffeftion ; my behaviour has riſen up 
in open rebellion; and yet I am ſpared, yet I am preſerved 
Inſtead of being baniſhed from thy preſence ; I ſit at ti 
table, and am fed from thy hand. Inſtead of purſuing 
me with :hunder-bolts of vengeance, thy favours ſur 
round me on every fide. That arm, that injured arm 
which might juſtly fall, with irretrievable ruin, on 
traitor's head; is moſt gracioully ſtretched out, to care 


him, with the tendereſt endearments ; to cheriſh, bi! 
| will 


i 
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„c every inſtance of parental kindnefs.—O ! thou 
nightieſt, thou beft of beings, how am I pained at my 
ry ſoul, for ſuch ſhameful and odious diſingenuity ! 
me always abominate myſelf, as the baſeſt of crea- 
res; but adore that unwearied long ſuffering of thine, 
hich refuſes to be irritated ; love that unremitted good- 
je, which no at of ingratitude could ſtop, or ſo much, 
check, in it's gracious current. O! let this ſtub- 
. n heart; which duty could not bind; which threa- 
o. eaings could not awe ; be the captive, the willing cap- 
ive, of ſuch triumphant beneficence. 


u- have often been ſtruck with wonder at that al- 
SWrighty (kill, which aveighed the mountains in ſcales, and 
n- Mie hills in a balance; which proportioned the waters in 
e hollow of it's hand, and adjzfed the duſt of the 
uu erth * by a meaſure. But how much more marvellous 
s that magnificent œconomy, which poi/ed the ſtars 

ith inexprefſible nicety, and meted out the heavens 

ith a ſpan ! Where all is prodigiouſly vaſt ; immenſe- 

cy various ; and yet more than mathematically exact. 
rc. ourely, the 2vi/dom of Gop manifeſts itſelf in the ſkies, 
ind ſhines in thofe lucid orbs. Shines on the con- 
templative mind, with a luſtre incomparably brighter, 
ale than 


* Ila. xh 12. The duſt of the earth, in this ſublime ſcripture, ſigni- 
os; the dry land, or ſelid part of our globe. Which is placed ih con- 
no raliſtinftion to the whole collection of fluid matter, mentioned in 
preceding W agaSuh<pes th this remarkable expreſſion may be 
ended to intimate, not only the extreme niceneſs, which ſtated 
u the dimenfions of the world in general, or in the grofs; but alfo that 
eber exatineſs, with which the very ſmalleſt materials, that 
cinſtitute it's frame, (not excepting each individual atom) were cal- 
ated and diſpoſed.—;. d. *T1s a ſmall thing to ſay, No ſuch enor- 
nous redundancies, as unneceſſary ridges of mountains, were ſuffered 
* ſubſiſt. There was not ſo much as the leaſt grain of ſand ſuper- 
an, or a ſingle particle of duſt deficient.—As the grand aim of the 
ſcription is, to celebrate the conſummate wiſdom, exemplified in the 
tration; and to diſplay that perfect proportion, with which every 
pt tallies, coincides, and harmonizes, with the whole; I have taken 
ewe ta alter the ward of our Englifk tranſlation comprehend, and in- 
ace in it's ſtead a term, equally faithful to the Hebrew, and more 
{  Fxnicative of the prophet's preciſe idea. | N 1208 
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than that which their united ſplendors franſmit to th 
eye. 
Behold yonder countleſs multitude of globes; con 
fider their amazing magnitude; regard them as the 
fovereigns of ſo many ſyſtems, each accompanied wit 
his planetary equipage. Upon this ſuppoſition, what: 
multiplicity of mighty ſpheres, muſt he perpetually run 
ning their rounds, in the upper regions! Vet, none 
miſtake their way, or wander from the goal; thoug 
they paſs through trackleſs and unbounded fields 
None fy ef from their orbits, into extravagant excurſ 
ons; none pre/s in upon their centre, with too near a 
approach. None interfere with each other in their pe 
rennial paſſage ; or intercept the Kindly communication 
of another's influence“. But all their rotations proceed 
in eternal harmony; keeping ſuch time, and obſerving 
ſuch laws, as are moſt exquiſitely adapted to the perfec 
tion of the whole. 


While I contemplate this “ excellent wiſdom, which 
«© made the heavens,”” and attunes all their-motions 
how am I abaſhed at that mixture of arrogance and fol 
ly, which has at any time, inchned me to murmur at 
thy di/pen/ations, O LoD! What is this, but a ſort 
implicit treaſon againſt thy ſupremacy ; and a tacit de 
nial of thy infinite underſtanding ?—Haſt thou fo re 
gularly placed ſuch a wonderful diverſity of ſyſtems 
through the ſpaces of the univerſe ?—Didſt thou, with 
out any probationary eſſays, without any improving re 
touches, ſpeak them into the moſt conſummate perfec 
tion ?-—Doſt thou continually ſuperintend all their cir 
cumit: nces, with a ſagacity that never miftakes the mi 
nuteſt tittle of propriety ? And ſhall I be fo unaccount 
ably ſtupid, as to queſtion the z«/ne/s of thy diſcernment 


be interc-ption of light, by means of an eclipſe, happens ve 

rarely. And then is of ſo fort a continuance, as not to be at all in- 
| convenient. Nay it is attended with ſuch circumſtances, as rencer A 
rather uſeful, than prejudicial, 
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« chooſing my inheritance, and fixing the bounds of 
« my habitation !”—Not a ſingle erratum, in model- - 
ing the ſtructure; determining the diſtance “; and 
nduRting the career of unnumbered worlds! And ſhall 
y peeviſh humour preſume to cenſure thy interpoſition, 
ith regard to the affairs of axe inconſiderable creature; 
hoſe ſtature, in ſuch a comparative view, is leſs than 
ſan ; and his preſent duration, little more than a 
joment ? 


0! thou Gop, “ in whoſe hand my breath is, and 
' whoſe are all my ways,“ let ſuch ſentiments as now 
poſſeſs my thoughts, be always lively on my heart! 
heſe ſhall compoſe my mind into a chearful acquieſ- 
ence, and a thankful ſubmiſſion z even when afflictions 
xl the ſenſe, or diſappointments break my ſchemes. 
hen ſhall I, like the grateful patriarch +, in all the 
langes of my condition, and even in the depths of 
ſtreſs, ere& an altar of adoring reſignation z and in- 
nbe it with the apoſtle's motto, To GOD ou 
Visg. Then, ſhouldſt thou give me leave to be the 
awer of my own fortunes, I would humbly deſire to 
lnquiſh the grant, and recommit the diſpoſal of my- 
fto thy unerring beneficence. Fully perſuaded, that 
y counſels ; though contrary to my froward inclinati- 
us, or even afflitive to my fleſh ; are incomparably 
ore eligible, than the blind impulſe of my own will, 
bowever ſoothing to animal nature. | 
On a care'fs inſpection, you perceive no accuracy, or 

miformity in the poſition of the heavenly bodies. They 
| appear 

® The ſun in particular (and let this ſerve as a ſpecimen of that moſt 
ious exactneſs, with which the other celeſtial bodies are conſti- 
ard, and all their circumſtances regulated) the ſun is formed of ſuch 
bEterminate magnitude, and placed at ſuch a convenient diſtances 
u not to annoy, but only refreſh us, and nouriſh the ground with 
"I's kine'y warmth. If it was larger, it would ſet the earth on 
ire; if ſmaller, it would leave it frozen. If it was nearer us, we 


" ould be ſcorched io death if farther from us, we ſhould not ha 
idl; ta live for want of heit.“ STAcxn. II. of the Bible. 


t See Ger. xil. 7, 8. 
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appear like an s/luftrious chaos; a promiſcuous heap e 
ſhining globes; neither ranked in order, nor moyin 
by line. —But, what /cems confuſion, 7s all regulari 
What carries a fhow of negligence, is really the reſy| 
of the moſt maſterly contrivance. You think, perhayy 
they rove in their æreal flight; but they rove byt 
niceſt rule, and without the leaſt error. Their circuits 
though feemingly devious ; their mazes, though intri 
cate to our apprehenſions“; are marked out, not ind: 
with golden compaſſes, but by the infinitely more exit 
determinations of the all-wiſe Spirit. 


So, what wears the appearance of calamity, in t 

allotments appointed for the godly, has really the . 
ture of a bleſſing. It ifſues from fatherly love, and mi 
terminate in the richeſt good. If Fo/eph is ſnatche 
from the embraces of an indulgent parent, and aban 
doned to ſlavery in a foreign land; it is in order to ſay 
the holy family, from periſhing by famine ; and to pr 
ſerve the ſeed, in whom all the nations of the ear 
*« ſhould be bleſſed.” If he falls into the deepeſt di 
grace, it is on purpoſe that he may riſe to the highel 
honours. Even the confinement of the priſon, by t 
unſearchable workings of providence, opens his way 
the right hand of the throne itſelf, —Let the moſt : 
flicted ſervant of IEs us, wait the final upſhot of things 
He will then diſcover the apparent expediency of 2 
- thoſe tribulations ; which now, perhaps, he can hard 
admit, without reluctance; or ſuffer, 'v-ithout ſom 
ſtruggles of diſſatisfaction. Then, the guſhing teal 
and the heaving ſigh, will be turned into tides of gratl 
tude, and hymns of holy wonder. 


In the mean time, let no audacious railer, preſump 


tuouſly impeach the divine procedure; but, ,acorin 
5 Wel 


* Mazes intricate, 
Eccentric, intervoly'd ; yet regular 
Then moſt, when moſt irregular they ſeem, M1LT, 


THE STARRY HEAVENS. 289 


here we cannot comprehend, let us expect the evolution 
the myſterious plan. Then, ſhall every eye perceive; 
at the ſeeming labyrinths of providence, were the 
oft dire and compendious way; to effect his general 
urpoſcs of grace, and to bring about each one's parti- 

ilar happineſs *.—Then, alſo, ſhall it be clearly ſhewny 
the preſence of applauding worlds ; why, virtue pined 
want, while vice rioted in affluence. Why, amiable + 
inocence ſo often dragged the dungeon chain, while 
rid guilt trailed the robe of ſtate.— That day of uni- 
ral audit, that day of everlaſting retribution, will 
ot only vindicate, but magnify, the whole management 
heaven. The auguſt ſeflions ſhall cloſe with this 
nanimous, this glorious acknowledgment : ©* Though 
' clouds and darkneſs, impenetrable by any human ſcru- 
tiny, were ſometimes round about the ſupreme con- 
ductor of things; yet righteouſneſs and judgment were 
' the conſtant habitation of his ſeat ; the invariable 
ſtandard of all his adminiſtrations. — Thus (if I may 
luſtrate the grandeſt truths, by inferior occurrences) 
tile we view the arras on the fide of leaſt diftinfion,; 
's void of any elegant fancy; without any nice ſtrokes 
tart; nothing but a confuſed jumble of incoherent 
reads. No ſooner is the piece beheld in it's proper 
fa, but the ſuſpected rudeneſs vaniſhes, and the moſt 
rious arrangement takes place, We are charmed with 
gas of the fineſt taſte, and figures of the moſt grace- 
form. All is ſhaped with ſymmetry ; all is clad in 
rauty. | | N a — 9 4 
The goodneſs of God is moſt eminently diſplayed 
Ld the Kies. Could we ' take an underſtanding ſurvey, 
of 


— — rborld, 
Which, tho' to us it ſeems embroll d, moves on 
In hi , W order; fitted, and impell'd 
dom's figeſt hand, and iſſuing all 
1 general good. Trome. Vin. I. 586: laſt Edit. 


+ Pſal. xcvii. 2. 
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of whatever is formed by the divine Architect, throy 
out the whole extent of material things; our ming 
would be tranſported with their excellencies, and 9 
tongues echo back that great encomium, They x 
«« good, very good“. Moſt beautiful + in tHeniſelyes 
contrived by unerring wiſdom, and executed with inimi 
table ſkill, Moſt 2/ ul t in their functions; exaf 
fitting the places they fill, and completely anſwering i 
purpoſes, for which they were intended. — All the part 

| of the inanimate creation proclaim, both by their i 

trinſic and relative excellencies, the all-diffuſive bene 
ficence of their Maker. £ 
How much more wonderful are the diſplays of ( 
vine indulgence in the worlds of life! Becauſe, de: 
matter is incapable of delight; therefore the graciou 
Creator has raiſed innumerable ranks of perceprive : 
Hence. Such as are qualified to taſte his bounty, 2 
enjoy each happineſs ſuited to it's peculiar ſtare. Wi 
this view, he furniſhed the regions of inferior nature 
with an order and a ſeries of ſenſitive beings. I 
abalers teem with ſhoals of finny inhabitants. The 4 
land ſwarms with animals of every order. The due 
lings of the frmament are occupied by multitudes ( 
winged people. Not ſo much as a green leaf, philoſ 
phers ſay, but lodges and accommodates, it's puny as 
malcule tenants t.—And wherefore this diverſity, thi 
| profulic 


* Gen. i. 31. 

+ + This zaXo&yahae of the univerſe, and all it's parts, 
been very highly, and very juſtly extolled, by the antient inquirel 
into nature. And was, indeed, an illuftrious ſcene, ſpread before 1 
ſages of the heathen world; wherein to contemplate the goodn*% 
and the glories, of the Supreme Being.—It was nobly ſaid, by a pa- 
philoſopher, on this occaſion ; Eg epuwla lu rw G. 
ui antun tiv. That GOD, when he undertook the work of 
ation, transformed himſelf into love.— But he need not transform hit 
ſelf into this amiable principle; for Go is love.“ As was mu 

more nobly ſaid by one, whom that philojopher would have termet 
barbarian. 1 Fohn iv. 8. | 

t A very celebrated poet, in a beautiful paragraph on this ſubje 


informs his readers; That all nature ſwarms with life. 5 


5 
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rofuſion of living creatures; flying the air, treading 
ground, and gliding through the paths of the ſea ? 
or this moſt glorious reaſon— That the eternal Sove- 
gn may exerciſe his ſuperabundant goodneſs 3 that 
lis able may be furniſhed with millions and millions 
f guet; that he may fill, every hour, every moment; 
their mouths with food, or their hearts with gladneſs. 
But, what a ſmall theatre are three or four elements, 
vr the operations of Jxwovan's bounty! His. magni. 
(cent liberality, ſcorns ſuch ſcanty limits. If you aſk, 
rherefore has he created all worlds, and repleniſhed 
them with an unknown multiplicity of beings ; riſing, 
ne above another, in an endleſs gradation of ſtill richer 
dowments, and ſtill nobler capacities? The anſwer 
For the manifeſtation of his own glory, and eſpeci- 
y for the communication of his inexhauſtible benefi. 
cence . The great Creator could propoſe no advan- 
tage to himſelf, His bliſs is incapable of any addition. 
1 A c „ OE: Be- 


nean cells, the earth heaves with vital motion. Even the hard 
le, in the very inmoſt receſſes of it's impenetrable citadel, holds 
multitudes of animated inhabitants. The 170 of mellow fruit, and 
the productions of the orchard, feed the inviſible nations. Each 
lquid, whether of acid taſte, or milder reliſh, abounds with various 
firms of ſenſitive exiſtence. Nor is the pure ftream, or tranſparent 
ur, without their colonies of unſeen people. In which conſtitution 
if things, we have a wonderful inſtance, not only of the divine good- 
zeſs to thoſe minute beings, in giving them a capacity for animgl gra- 
lications ; but of his tender care for mankind, in making them im 
ferrettible to our ſenſes. ä | 


—  'Theſe, conceal'd 

By the kind art of forming heav'n, eſcape 
The groſſer eye of man: for, if the worlds 
In worlds inclos'd ſhould on his ſenſes burſt ; 
From cates ambroſial, and the neftar'd bowl, 


. He'd turn abhorrent; and, in dead of night, 
When ſilence (legps o'er all, be ſtunn'd with noiſe. 
Tnoursox't Sommer. 


A facred writer, conſidering this delightful ſubject; and con- 
ning his obſervation, within the narrow limits of his own country; 
ces out, with a mixture of amazement and gratitude ; How great 
n goodneſs, and how great is his beauty /==Who then can' forbear 
bing loſt in wonder, and tranſported with delight; when he —_ 

+1. 2-6 


* 
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<c Before the mountains were brought forth, or evert 
<.earth-and the world were made, He was ſupreme] 
happy, in his own independent and all-ſufficient $4 
His grand deſign therefore, in erecting ſo many ſtate 
fabrics; and peopling them with ſo many tribes of in 
habitants ; was, to zransfuſe his exuberant kindneſ 
and impart felicity in all it's forms. Ten thouſand" 
worlds, ſtocked with ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
ranks, of ſenſitive and intelligent exiſtence, are ſo mz 
ny ſpacious gardens ; which, with rivers of communi 

coated joy, this ever-flowing fountain waters continually, 

- Boundleſs *, and (which raiſes our idea of this divint 
principle, to the very higheſt degree of perfection) difin 
tereſted * mumficence ! How inexpreſſibly amiable is the 
bleſſed Gop, conſidered in this charming light! Jsit 
poſſible to conceive any excellence, fo adorable ant 
lovely; as infinite benevolence, guided by unerriny 
wiſdom, and exerting Almighty power, on purpoſe tt 

make a whole univerſe happy ?—0 my ſoul, what a 
irreſiſtible attractive is here! What a moſt worthy ob 
ject, for thy moſt fervent affection! Shall now eve 
glittering toy, become a rival to this tranſcendent| 
beneficent being, and rob him of thy heart ?-NoWhi: 
Let his all-creating arm teach thee, to truſt in th 
fulneſs of his ſufficiency :—Let his all-ſuperintending 
eye incline thee, to acquieſce in the diſpenſations of hi 
providence :—And let his bounty; ſo freely vouch 
ſafed; ſo amply diffuſed ; induce thee to love him 
with all the ardor of a grateful and admiring foul 
induce thee to /erve him, not with a joyleſs awe, or ſl: 

„ 1 
his ſurvey, to thoſe infinitely more copious communications of dis 

Bounty; which, like ſalutary and refreſhing ſtreams, run through d 


worlds, and make, not only the little walleys of a ſingle kingdom, 9 
the immenſity of creation /augh and ſing, Lech. ix. 17. 

* * In this ſenſe, There is none good, but One, that is GOD. No 
univerſally and eſſentially good. None, whoſe goodneſs -extends !! 
ſelf, in an infinite variety of bleſſings, to every capable object; or, W. 
always diſpenſes his favours, from the ſo/e principle of free and di 
intereſted benevolence. 


* 
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in dread, but with unfeigned alacrity and a delight-. 


| complacency. | 

f the goodneſs of God is ſo admirably ſeen, in the 
ks of nature, and the favours. of providence ; with 
hat a noble ſuperiority, does it ever triumph, in the 
yfery of redemption * / Redemption, is the brighteſt 
nirror, in which to contemplate this moſt lovely attri- 
ate of the Deity. Other gifts, are only as mites from 
the divine treaſury ; but redemption opens, I had al- 
| ſaid exhauſts, all the fores of indulgence and grace. 
Herein, © Gop commendeth his love : not only ma- 
ifeſts, but ſets it off, as it were, with every bright and 
rand embelliſhment : manifeſts it in ſo ſtupendous a 
banner, that it is beyond parallel; beyond thought; 
above all bleſſing and praiſe,” Was He not thy San, 
tlaſting Gop,, thy only. Son; the Son of thy boſom 
fom eternal ages; the higheſt object of thy compla- 
ential delight? Was not thy love to this. adprable 
don, incomparably greater than the tendereſt affection. 
if any, or the united affections of all, mortal parents? 
u not the blefied ]zsvs more illuſtrious in excelten- 
than all Angels.; more exalted in dignity, than all 
heavens ? Yet didſt thou reſign Hu, for poor mor- 
bls; for vile fingers !—Couldft thou ſee him deſcend, 
. Cc.2 from 


In this, and in other parts of the Contemp/ations, the reader will 
derve; That the attributes of the DI r are repreſented, as ſhlning, 
th more diſtinguiſhed luſtre, in the wonders of redemption, than in 
be works of creation. If ſuch remarks ſhould ſcem to be unprece- 
kated, or to ſtand in need of a vindication; permit me to fubjoin the 
ntiments of a great critic, - equally verſed in hot thoſe ſublime the- 
Wes ;—*< In a perfect orator, he ſays, Tu/ly requires ſome ſxill in the 
"niture of heavenly bodies; becauſe, his mind will become more 
" extenſive and unconſined; and, when he deſcends to treat of human 
urs, he will both think and write in a more exalted and magni- 
* ficent manner. For the ſame reaſop, that excellent maſter would 
nne recommended the ſtudy of thoſe great and glorious myſteries, 
"Flich revelation has diſcovered to us; to which the nobleſt parts of 
" this em of the world are as much inferior, as the creature is leſs ex= 
leut than the Cregtor."* Speck. Vol. VIII. No. 633. 


7 Rom. V. 8. 
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from his royal zbrone ; and take up his abode, in th 
ſordid fable ? See him forego the homage'of the ſen 
phim ; and ſtand expoſed to-the reprpachful indignitiy 
of an inſolent rabble? See him arraigned at the bar 
and ſentenced to death; numbered with malefaRor; 
and nailed to the gibbet; bathed in his own innocen 
blood, and pouring out his ſoul in agonies of ſorton 
— Could the Father, the. Father himſe/F, with unknon 
philaathropy “, fay ? © It thall, it ſhall, be OM 
* pity to rebellious man pleads, and prevails. Awake 
therefore, O V +, edged with divine wrath 
Awake; and be ſheathed in that immaculate breaſt 
*« pierce that dearly beloved heart. I am content, tha 
my Son endure the ſharpneſs of death, rather tha 
* ſinful mortals periſh for ever.” —Incomprehenſibl 
love! May it henceforward, be the favourite ſubjecte 
my meditation; more delightful to my muſing mind 
than applauſe to the ambitious ear ! May it be the dar 
ling theme of my diſcourſe; ſweeter to my tongue, tha 
the droppings of the honey-comb to my tafte ! May! 
be my choiceſt comfort, through all the changes of life 
and my reviving cordial,. even in the laſt extremities 

diſſolution itſelf ! | | HL 38 
A Prophet contemplating, . with a diſtant furvey 
this unexampled inſtance of Almighty love, is wraj 
into a traſpert of devotion. At a loſs for proper acknow 
ledgments, he calls upon the whole univerſe to aid hi 
labouring breaſt, and ſupply his lack of praiſe. Sin 
enelediouſly, ye vaulted heavens ; exult, and even leaf 
gladneſs, thou cumberous earth ; ye mountains bre: 
your long ſilence, and burſt into peals of loudeſt accland 
marion | ; for the Lox p, by this precious gift, and t 
| * gre 
„ Philanthropy, that: is, Loving-kindneſs to mam | 

| | + Zech. xiii. 7. 

1 L. xlix. 13. have not adhered to our common tranſlation, d 
endeavoured to preſerve, ſamewhat more faithfully, the noble pat 
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it ſalvation, hath comforted his people. A ſacred hiftor 
r hath left it upon record-; that, at the firſk exhibi- 


wn of this raviſhing ſcene, there was with the Angel 
jo brought the bleſſed tidings, a multitude of the 
bexvenly hoſt ; praiſing Gop, and making the concave 
f the ſkies reſound with their hallelujabs.' At the 
aun of the Sun of righteouſneſs, when he was begin+ 
ing to riſe with healing in his wings, the morning fats 
ing together, and all the /ozs of GOD ſhouted for j joy. 
And ſhall man, whom this gracious diſpenſation prige 
pally reſpects; ſhall man, who is the centre of all theſe 
kddening rays ; ſhall be have no heart to adore, no 
them to celebrate, this 2 
Love without end, and. without meaſure grace ? Mu. | 


How pure is the ſtate of the ſky, and how clear it's 
pet ! Clearer than the limpid ſtream. ; , puzer. than 
e tranſparent cryſtal z and more. euriaufly fine, than 
he poliſhed mirrer.. That fately cieling ; fretted with 
old, and ſtretched to an extent of many millions of 
ca is not disfigured with--a. ſingle flaw. -. That 
? canopy ; embroidered with ſtars, and ſpacious 
pugh to form a covering for unhumbered worlds; 
without the leaſt ſpot or wrinkle. —Yet this, even 
lis, will ſcarce yield us, ſo much as a faint repreſen- 
ation of the divine purity. God, is a Gop of match- 
band. tranſcendent excellency. His ways. are up- 
gitneſs. itſelf. His counſels and words are the very 
inftity of wifdom and of truth. The laws, which he 
given to univerſal nature; are exquiſitely contrived, 


ee 3 tee and 
ad inimitable energy, of the. ſacred original, — The * of Gon, 


nf ſted in a divine and dying Saviour, is a bleſſing of ſuch incon- 
able cichneſs; as muſt render all acknowledgments flat, and all 
Nacums languid; Vet, I think, the moſt poeticat and moſt em 
Neal celebration of that unſpeakable inſtance of goodnefs, is con- 
Wd in this rapturous exclamation of the prophet. Which inti- 
mates, with a wonderful majeſty of ſentiment, that even the whole 
* dus of the inanimate creation; could it be ſenſible of the benenth 
bas a capable of delight; would expreſs it's graticude, in al e,. 

| — the moſt lively N 3; 2 n e 
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and beyond all poſſtbility of improvement. The ; 
cepts, which he has appointed for the human race; 
; a complete ſummary, of all that is honourable-in it{l! 
and perfective of the rational mind.— Not the le 
| overſight, in planning a ſeries of events for all futur 
| Not the leaſt mal-adminiftration, in managing the 
| fairs of every age, ſince time began; and of every na 
| tion, under the whole heavens. —Pardoen theſe diſpa 
| raging expreſſions. A negative perfection is far, far be 
neath thy dignity, O thou moſt Higheſt ®. In all the 
inſtances ; in all thy acts, and all thy attributes ; tho 
art not only holy, but «© glorious in holineſs.” 
So inconceivably holy is the Lox Gop of hoſis 
| that he ſees defilement even in the brightneſs of the fir 
| mament. The living ſapphire of the heavens, befor 
| his majeſty, loſes it's luftre. Yea, the fart (thouy| 
the moſt pure and reſplendent part of the heavens) « 
wot pure in his fight. How much leſs man, who in hi 
LOW LW * | falle 
"® 0 Thou moſt Wighcft.—This expreſſion occurs more than once, i 
the Pſalnis uſed by the eſtabliſhed church. It is, I think, one 
thoſe beauties 3 which, becauſe often exhibited, generally eſcape « 
notice. It is a ſujerlative formed on a ſuperlative; and, though n 
frrictly conformable to grammatical rules, is nobly ſuperior to the 
all.-'The language ſeeras to be ſenſible of it's own deficiency ; wt 
the incomprehenſible IEHOVAR is addreſſed, or celebrated. Oy 
preſſed, as it were, with the glories of the ſubject, it labours after 
more emphatical manner of diction, than the ordinary forms of ſſ 


afford. It is, if I rightly judge, one of thoſe daring and happy 
culiarities of a maſterly genius, which Mc, Por x ſo finely deſctibe 
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and, while he deſcribes, exemplifies : 
** " Great wits ſometimes may glericuſiy offend; 
And riſe to faults true critics dare not mend; 
From vulgar bounds with brave diſorder part, 
And ſnatch a grace beyond the reach of art. | 
| | Eſſay on Criticiſm 


St. Poul a x5 oligo Tas wv T aſuwy—is a beautiful paſſage 
the like nature, Which our tranſlators have very properly rendered 
Leſ than the leaſt of all ſaints. — Ris aw warner Awo is 1 
ether inſtance of the ſame kind. But here the Bngiiſi vechon tal 
Far better is extremely flaccid, compared with the nervous orig 
And IL greatly queſtion, whether it is poſſible to tranſlate the ſente | 
* equal conciſene(s, and with equal ſpirit, See EAI. lil, 8. P 
23. 
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fallen and depraved ſtate, is but as a worm, that 
crawls in the corrupted. carcaſe; and the fon of man, 
«ho, by reaſon of his manifold actual impurities, '#s 
too juſtly compared to an inſed, that wallows amidſt 
ſtench and putrefaction ?—ls there not then abundant 
cauſe, for the moſt irreproachable and eminent of 
mankind, to renounce all arrogant pretenſions ; to lay 
aide every aſſuming air; to take nothing but fame 
and confuſion to themſelves ? A holy Prophet, and a 
holy Prince, felt ſuch humbling impreſſions, from 
a glimpſe of the uncreated purity. 1 abhor my/elf in duſt 
ard aſpes + , was the declaration of the one: I am a man 
of unclean lips t, the confeſſion of the other.—Should 
rot this teach us all, to adore the divine mercies, for 
oY that precious. purifying fountain d, which was foretold 
from the foundatian of the world ; but was —_—_ 


* Job xxv. 5, 6. I ſubmit it to the judgment of the learned, 
en whether this is not the true meaning of the text.—lt may not, per- 
haps, recommend itſelf to the ſgueamifily nice critic; or to thoſe 
perſons who dream. of, I know not what, dignity in our fallen na- 
ture. But it fees, in preference to every other interpretation, ſuir- 
able to the ſacred context; and is far, far from being injurious to the 
character of that apoſtate race, which. is . altogether become abo- 
% minable,” and © is as an unclean thing.” —On this ſuppoſition, 
there is not only an apparent, but a ſtriking contraſt, between 
the purity of GoD, and the pollution of man, The purity of the 
moſt high Gop, which outſhines. the moon, and eclipſes the ſtars ; 
the pollution of degenerate man, which, excluſive of a Saviour, would 
render him as loathſome to the-all-ſeeing Eye, as the vileſt vermin 
we in 0urs, — Without aſſigning this ſents ta the paſſage, I cannot 
liſcern the force of the antitheſis, nor indeed the prepriety of the 
lentiment. Worms, in the general, give us an idea of mearreſs and 
infirmi:y; not of defilement and impurity. Unleſs they are inſets, 
hatched amidſt putre faction, and conſidered in ſuch noiſome circum- 
$ances.—-The two. words of the original, rame and tuloe, are evidently 
uſed in this ſignificatiot, by NMaſes and Iſaiah. By the former, to de- 
note the vermin, which devoured the putrefied manna z by the latter, 


Ext, xvi. 20. Ja. xiv. 11. 
+ Job am. 5. f 18. vi. 3. 


\ In that day there Sal l be a ain, opened to the houſe 0 David, 
r the Hun of Jer for fin ard Tech. 
1. 


p expreſs the reptiles, which ſwarm in the body that ſees corruption, 
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that awful juncture, when knotty whips tore the fleſh; 
when ragged thorns mangled the temples ; when ſhar. 
ped nails cut freſh ſluices for the crimſon current; 
hen- the gaſh of the ſpear completed the dreadful 
work, and forthwith flowed there, from the wounded 
heart, blood and water ? 


Eſpecially, fince Gop himſelf ſaw no blemiſh in his 
dear Son. He looketh to the moon, and it ſhineth not: yet 
his all-penetrating and jealous eye, diſcerned nothing 
amiſs, nothing defective, in our glorious Redeemer, 
Nothing amiſs ? He bore this moſt illuſtrious teftimo. 
ny, concerning his holy child Iss: In bim I am 
«« pleaſed; I am well pleaſed; I acquieſce, with intime 
* complacency, and with the higheſt delight, in his 
«<< perfon ; his undertaking ; and the whole execution 
«« of his office.“ How ſhould this thought, enliven 
our hopes ; while the other, mortifies our pride? Should 
not our hearts ſpring within us, and even leap for joy; 
at the repeated aſſurance given us by revelation, that 
fuch a divinely excellent perſon is our mediator > What 
apparent reaſon has every believer, to adopt the bleſſed 
Virgin's exclamation ! * My foul doib magnijy the 
« LORD for his tranſcendent merey; and my ſpirit 
* rejoices, not in wide extended harveſts, waving over 
my fertile glebe* ; not in armies vanquiſhed, and 
leaving the peculiar treaſure of nations for my ſpoilꝰ; 
te but in an infinitely richer, nobler blefling, even in 
«© GOD my Seviour.”* That a perſon. ſo ſublime and 

rfect, has vouchfafed to become my /wrery - to give 
himſelf. for my ras/2m, in the world below - and aft 
as my advocate, in the royal prefence above: yea, to 
make y recovery, the reward of his ſufferings ; y final 
felicity, the.honour of his medfatorial kingdom 


„The inſpired penman, from theſe twy occaſions of diſtinguilte 
joy, ſets forth the incomparably greater delight, which ariſes from the 
Beds of redemption. Ja. 1x. u. 5 


gift of a Saviour, and 
compared with. wer. 6. 
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; When an innumerable multitude* of bodies, many 
„ them more than a hundred thouſand miles in diame- 
Mer +, are all ſet in motion: hen the orbits, in which 
ey perform their periodical revolutions, are extended 
d. the rate of feveral hundreds of millions :—when each 
has a diſtinꝭ and ſeparate ſphere, for finiſhing his vaſt 
is circuit :—when no one knows, what it is to be cramp- 
te; but each moſt freely expatriates, in his unbounded 
career: — when every one is placed, at fuch. an 7mmen/e 
we from each other; that they appear to their re- 
pecliye inhabitants, only as ſo many ſpots of light :— 
How aſtoniſhing muſt be the expanſe, which yields 
mn for all thoſe mighty globes, and their widely diffuſed 
operations ! To what prodigious lengths, did the Al- 
nighty builder ftretch his line, when he marked out 
ne ſtupendous platform !—I wonder at ſuch an im- 
d meaſurable extent. My very thoughts are loſt, in this 
ys of fpace. But, be it known to mortals ; be it ne- 
er forgot by ſinners ; that, in all it's moſt ſurprizing 
it i amplitude, it is /aza/l, it is /canty, compared with the 
4 bounty and the mercy of it's Maker. 
His bounty, is abſolutely without limits t, and with- 
out end. The moſt laviſh generoſity cannot exhauſt, 
or 


T | 

d * This refers, not only to the planets which paf: and repaſs about 

un, but alſo to the other planetary worlds, which are ſuppoſed 
b attend the ſeveral fixed ſtars. ® 


* | 
dt The diameter of Jupiter is calculated at 130,650 miles, while 
k dis orbit is reckoned to conſiſt of 89 5, 134,000. ich computation, 
«cording to the maxims of aftronomy, and the laws of proportion, 
{BY uy, a5 is taken for granted in the Contemplatians, be applied to 
o % planeti revolving round other ſuns. 
| t By bounty, I mean, not the actual exerciſe, or the ſenſible effects, 
of this excellency in the Deity. Theſe are, and always muſt be, 
through the immenſe perfection of the attribute, and the neceſſary 
n (<=tineſs of the recipient, bounded. But, I would be underſtood, as 
heaking of the divine Power, and the divine Vill, to exert divine 
1 WY E*neficence. Theſe can have no real, no imaginable limits. - Theſe, 
Ker a profuſion of bleſſings, diſtributed to unnumbered worlds, con- 
unued through unnumbered ages, muſt fill have more to beſtow z 
br ever have more to beſtow ; infinitely more to beſtow, than it is 
Miible for creation itſelf to receive. 


— — — — 


30 CONTEMPLATIONS ON 


or even diminiſh, his munificence. O! all ye tribey 
of men; or rather, all ye claſſes of intelligent crea- 
tures ; ye are not ſtreightened in the /iberality of your 
ever- bleſſed Creator; be not ſtreightened in your own 
expettations. Open your mouth wide, and he ſhall 
* fill it,” with copious and continual draughts from 
the'cup of j Joy: Your Gon, on whom is your whole 
dependence, is more than able; is more than willing; 
to * ſupply all your need, according to his riches in 
*« glory,'—When. the Lord Jenovan is the giver, 
and his grace“ the gift; let your wiſhes be unbound. 
ed, and your cravings inſatiable. All that created be. 
ings can poſſibly cavet, is but a very ſmall pittance of 
that unknown bappineſs, which the eveplaſting Bene- 
factor is; ready to 4eHoav. Suppoſe every. charitable dil. 
poſition, which warms the hearts of the human race, 
added to thoſe more inlarged affectious, which glow 
in heavenly boſoms; what were they all, even in their 
bigheſt exerciſe, eompared with the benignity of the 
divine nature ?—Bleſs ne then, thou eternal Source of 
love; bleſs all that reverence thy holy name; accords 
ing to. thy own. moſt profuſe goodneſs, Whoſe great 

eroganve ir is, to diſdain all meaſure, O! bleſs us, 
in proportion to that grace ; the richneſs of which (un- 
utterable by the tongues of men, and of angels) was 
once Jpohen in. the groans, and written in 1 wounds, 
of thy expiring Son! 


| Spacious indeed are theſe heavens ! Where do 
they begin? Where do they end? What is their ex- 
tent? Can angels anſwer my queſtions ? Have an- 


gels. travelled. the vaſt circuit? Can angels meaſure 
the 


* 2 Cor. ix. & GOD is able to make all grace abound texvards u. 
that ye, having all ſufficiency is all things, may abound to oy goed 
2wrk.—How beautiful, and emphatical, is this deſcripcion | Iaferior 
to nothing, but that extent of ability, and thoſe riches of liberality, 
which it ſo eloquently celebrates. Does. it not exhauſt all the pow?" 
of language; while it attempts to ** us a ſpecimen, of wn mum 
cence of the Logp ? 


. 
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the bounds of ſpace? No; *tis boundleſs, 'tis un- 
known, 'tis amazing all. -How charming then to re- 
fect, that the mercy of GOD is greater than the 
Wl heavens ;“ is more extenſive than the "dimenſions of 
the ky. Tranſporting reflection! Let me indulge thee 
once more . Let me think over the delightful diſ- 
plays of this lovely attribute ; and, while 1 admire the 
rephies of forgiving goodneſs, add one to'the number. 
With what amiable and affecting colours, is this re- 
preſented in the parable of the prodigal ! What could 
induce that fooliſh vouth, to forſake his father's houſe ? 
nad be not been tenderly cheriſhed by the good parent; 
"Wind loaded with benefits, from his indulgent hand ? 
Were not the reftraints, of parental government, an 
ey yoke ? or rather, a pre/ervarive from ruin? Not- 
vithſtanding every endearing obligation, he revolts 
from his duty ; and launches into ſuch ſcandalous irre. 
pularities, as were diſhonourable to his family, and de- 
a ſructive to himſelf. When neceſſity, not choice,. but 
ug hacp neceſſity drove him to a ſubmiſſive return; does 
the injured father ſtand aloof, or ſhut his door? Quite 
the reverſe. He eſpies him, while he is yet a great 
way eff; and, the moment he beholds the profligate 
youth, he has compaſſicn on him. His bowels yearn ; 
they' *© ſound like an harp,” touched with notes di- 
rnely ſoft, He never once thinks of his ungracious 
departure, and infamous debaucheries. Pity, paren- 


o ta! pity, paſſes an act of oblivion ; and, in one inſtant, 
* | | | cancels 
n- . 
re Once more, refers to page 73, of Reflect ions en 4 Floxwer Garden. 
The following pages, to the 304, exhibit a digrefſive view of the 
le tine Mercy. 9 thought it proper to appriſe my reader of this ex- 
arion; though, I hope, it will be-needleſs to an apology, 'for 
aging upon a theme incomparably joyous. Who. can gomplain 
p i ?ed;oujneſs, while I ſpeak. conſolation to diſtreſſed,. and recovery to 


nined creatures ? The divine Mercy is the fole fountain of all our 
rent and future bleſſings. In conformity to this benign attribute, 
uman hopes ariſe; and human felicity flows. Who, therefore, can 
* weary of viewing and reviewing 3 when the lengths and breadths of 
rgiving grace, are the raviſking proſpeRt ? i 
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cancels a ſeries of long-continued provocations.—$; 
ſtrong are the workings of fatherly affection; that he 
is almoſt impatient to embrace the naked and deftitut 
wretch. The ſon's pace is flow, he aroſe and came; thy 
father's is ſwift, he ſprung forth (aged as he was) ane 
ran, And is there a ſingle frown in his brow, or ont 
upbraiding word on his tongue ?—lInſtead of bathing 
the ſordid creature, or reproaching him for his odio 
exceſſes ; he falls on his neck, claſps him in his arms 
and hugs him to his boſom. Inſtead of diſowning the 
riotous ſpendthrift, or rejecting him for his undutif 
behaviour; he receives and welcomes him with 4 
of delight. He rejoices, at his return from extraya 
gance and vice; as he formerly rejoiced, on the day e 
his nativity. —When this companion of harlots . Open 
his mou th, befare he ſpeads, the father hears. Ne inter 
rupts him, in the midſt of his intended ſpeech. Thi 
overflowings of his compaſſionate heart can brook n 
delay. He ſeems to be uneaſy himſelf, till he has madt 
the afflicted penitent glad, with the aſſurance of his at 

ceptance, and the choiceſt of his favours.— While th 
poor abaſhed offender ſeeks nothing more, than not tt 
be abhorred ; he is thoroughly reconciled, and honour 
ed before the whole family. While he requeſts nc 
other indulgence, than only to be treated as the mean 
ſervant ; he is cloathed with the &e/ robe ; he is feaſt 
ed with the fazred calf; he is careſſed as the deareſt o 
children. Was there ever ſo bright and winning a pic 
ture, of the tendereſt mercy ; moſt freely vouchſafed 
even to the moſt unworthy of creatures ? Yet thus, m 
ſoul ; and thut, my fellow-ſinner; will the Loz God 
of everlaſting compaſſions receive us ; if, ſenſible of ou 
miſery, and- thirſting for ſalvation, we turn to hit 
through Jzsus CURISTr. 


Where fin has abounded, ſays the n ont 
the court of heaven, grace doth much more about 
—Manafſth was a monſter of barbarity ; for he cauſ 

| | hi 
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ns own children to paſs through the fire, and filled Fe. 
bel alem with innocent blood. Manaſſeb was an adept in 
ute iniquity ; for he not only multiplied, and to an extra- 
the gant degree, his own ſacrilegious impieties ; but he 
na poiſoned the principles, and perverted the manners of 
ne his ſubjects, making them to do worſe than the moſt de- 
ing teſtable of the hearben idolaters . Yet, through this 
ou {uper-abundant grace, he is humbled'; he is reformed; 
5 and becomes a child of forgiving love, an heir of im- 
tha mortal glory. —Behold that bitter and bloody perſecu- 
fag tor $ax/ ; when, breathing out threatenings +, and bent 
fe upon ſlaughter, he worried the lambs, and put to death 
dai the diſciples of Is us. Who, upon the principles of 
human judgment, would not have pronounced hin a 
veſſel of wrath, deſtined to unavoidable damnation? 
Nay, would not have been ready to conclude ; that, if 
there were heavier chains, and a deeper dungeon, in the 
world of woe ; they muſt ſurely be reſerved, for ſuch an 
implacable enemy of true godlineſs? Yet, (admire, 
and adore, the inexhauſtible treaſures of grace !) this 
Saul, is admitted into the goodly fellowſhip of the pro- 

; D d ; phets ; 


See 2 Chron. xxxiil. 


+ Ai ix. 1. Eav\@- ih t, amiins xs Dovs, Saul yet 
breathing out threatening and flaughter. What a repreſentation is here 
t 08 of 2 mind, mad with rage, and abandoned to the fierceſt extremes of 
icy f-rbarity ! I ſcarce know, whether I am more H acled at the perſecutor's 
7 lag? diſpoſition, or charmed with the evangeliſt's lively deſcription. 

—The adverb ili ſeems referable to chap. viii. ver. 4. and has, in 
mg this connexion, a peculiar force. The havock he had committed, 
70088 ti: inoffenſive families he had already ruined, were not ſufficient to 
alwage his vengeful ſpirit. They were only a rate; which, inſtead 
of glutting the blood-hound, male him more cloſely purſue the 
tack, and more eagerly pant for deſtruftion. He is fil! athirſt for 
Violence and murder. So eager and inſatiable is his thirſt, that he 
even breathes out threatening and laughter. His words are ſpears and 
 trows, and his tongue a ſharp ſword. Tis as natural for him to 
Aenace the chriſtians, as to breathe the air.—Nay, they bled every 

every moment, in the purpoſes of his rancorous heart. It is 
mly owing. to want of power, that every ſyllable he utters, every 
beach he draws, does not dgal about deaths, and cauſe fome of the 
uaxent diſciples ip fall, 
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Phets; is numbered with the noble army of martyr, 
and makes a diſtinguiſhed figure, among the ploriou 
company of the Apoſtles.— The Corinthians, were fla pi 
tious even to a proverb, Some of them wallowed 
ſuch abominable vices, and habituated themſelves 10 
ſuch, outrageous acts of injuſtice, as were a reproach ti 
human nature. Yet, even theſe ſons of violence, and 
Naves of ſenſuality, ** were waſhed ; were ſanctified 
were juſtified *.* Waſhed, in the precious blood of 
dying Redeemer ; /an#ified, by the powerful operation 
of the bleſſed Spirit; iuſtiſicd, through the infinite] 
tender mercies of a gracious Gop. Thoſe, who wer 
once the burden of the earth, are now the joy of hea 
ven, and the delight of angels. 


There is another inſtance in ſcripture, which mof 
loudly publiſhes that ſweeteſt of the divine names, 7. 
LORD, the LORD GOD, merciful and gracious, long 
ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs and truth ; keepin 
mercy for thouſands, forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſion, an 
fin +. An inſtance this, which exceeds all the former 
which exceeds whatever can be imagined ; which if 
was to forget, the very ſtones might cry out, and ſoun( 
it in my ears. I mean the caſe of thoſe ſinners, uh 
murdered the Prince of peace, and Loxp of glory. 
Theſe men, could ſcarce have the ſhadow of an excu 
for their crime; hardly a circumſtance, to extenuat 
. their guilt. They were well acquainted with his e 
'emplary converſation ; they had often heard his he: 
venly doctrines; they were almoſt daily ſpectators of hi 
unequalled miracles. They therefore had all poflidi 
reaſon to honour him, as the moſt illuſtrious of beings 
and to receive his goſpel, as the moſt ineſtimable « 
bleſſings. Yet, notwithſtanding all theſe engaging me 
tives to love him, even above their own lives; the 
ſeize his perſon ; aſperſe bis character; drag him * 

tal 


* 2 Cor. vi. 95 10, 11. + Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. 
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„bea beathen tribur.al; and extort a ſentence of death, 
MW :2ainſt innocence and holineſs itſelf. Never was the 
oi + ave, ſo ontumeliouſiy abuſed ; nor the moſt 
cradle maleſactor, ſo barbarouſly executed. The ſun 
dus confounded at the ſhocking ſcene ; and one can- 
ot but wonder, how the avenging lightnings could 
nM vith-hold their flaſhes. The earth trembled at the 
4 Whorrid deed; and why, why did it not cleave aſunder, 
nud open a paſſage, for ſuch blood-thirſty miſcreants, 
Miao the nethermoſt hell? Shall %% ever hope to ob- 
an forgiveneſs, from the righteous judge? Shall not 
er % be configned over to incxorable wrath, and the ſe - 
eaMWrreft torments? O the miraculous effects of divine 
race! O the triumphant Goodnefs of Gon our Sa- 
our! Many, even of 2he/e impious wretches, at tho 
teſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, were convinced of their mi- 
krable ſtate ; were wounded with penitential remorſe 3 
led to the ſanctuary of the croſs ; had their pardon ra- 
tied by the baptiſmal ſeal ; and, continuing in the 
woſtles doctrine, were made partakers of the kingdom 
heaven. Where they now ſhine, as ſo many ever- 
kſting monuments of moſt diſtinguiſhed mercy ; and ro- 
cive beatitude paſt utterance, from that very Redeem-- 
r, whom once ©* with wicked hands they crucified and 


Well might the prophet cry out, with a pleaſing a- 
nazement; “who is a Gop like unto thee, that par- 
* doneth iniquity, and paſſeth by tranſgreflion * !“ 
let all fleſh know aſſuredly; let all fleſh rejoice great- 
J that with the Logo there is /uch mercy, and with - 
Ws CunrsT ſuch plentiful redemption. —And O! for the 
vice of an arch-angel, to circulate the glad - tidings 
rough the univerſe. That the American ſavage, as 
ll as the European ſage, may learn the exceeding rich. 
af grace in CRI r. Through whole infinitely ſatisfy- 

5 D d 2 ing 


* Mic. vii. 18. 


« ſlew,” 4 
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ing propitiation, all manner of ſin, barbarity, and 
blaſphemy, are freely forgiven unto men. 

What a grand, and majeſtic dome, is the ſky ! Where 
are the pi/lars, which ſupport the ſtately concave? 
What art, moſt exactly true, balances the preſſure? 
What props, of inſuperable ſtrength, ſuſtain the weight? 
How is that immeaſurable arch , unſhaken and 
-unimpaired ; while ſo many generations of buſy mor. 
tals, have /unk and diſappeared, as bubbles upon the 
ſtream ?—If thoſe ſtars are of fuch an amazing bulk; 
how are they alſo faſtened. in their lofty ſituation ? By 
what miracle in mechanics, are ſo many thouſands of 

nderous orbs, kept from falling upon our heads; 
Love from daſhing, both the world to pieces, and it's 
inhabitants to death? Are they hung in golden, or a- 
damantine, chains? Reſt they their enormous load, on 
rocks of marble, or columns of braſs ?—-No ; they are 
pendulous in fluid æther. Yet, are more immoveably 
fixed, than if*the everlaſting mountains lent their for- 
eſts, for an axle-tree; or their ridges, for a baſis, 
The Almighty Architect fretches out the north, and it's 
whole ſtarry train, wer the empty place. He hangs the 
earth, and all the ethereal globes, upon nathing *. Yet 
are their foundations laid ſo ſure, that they can. ne- 
«« yer be moved at any time.“ 


No unfit reprefentation, to the fncere chriſtian, of 


his final perſeverance +: ſuch as points out the — 
whic 


* Job xxvi. 7. . 


+ With regard to the final perſeverance of the true believer; | 
am ſenſible, this point is not a little controverted.— The ſentiments, 
which follow, are my ſtedfaſt belief. It is by no means proper, in 
a, work of this nature, to enter upon a. diſcuſſion of the ſubject. 
Neither have I room, ſo much as to hint, what might be urged tor 
it's ſupport.—Let my reader obſerve, that I am far from delivering 
it, as eſſential to chriſtianity, or neceſſary to ſalvation. Millions, 


of the very contrary conviction, are, 1 doubt not, high in the fa- 
vour of Gop; and in a growing meetneſs, for his heavenly king: 


dum. As I blame none for rejecting, gone, I hope, will be __ 
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. nch effects it; and conſtitutes the pledge, which aſ- , 
tains it.—His nature is all enfeebled. He is not 
ede, of himſelf, to think a good thought. He has 
V 41/44/e ſafeguard, nor- any ſufficiency of his own. ,. 
ud yet, whole legions of formidable enemies, are in a 
> {Mconfederacy to compaſs his ruin. The world, lays 
. aumbered ſnares for his feet: the Devil, is inceſ- 
 Wkatly urgiog the ſiege, by a multitude of fiery darts, 
e D d 383 or 


. me for % ouſirg, this particular doctrine.— To be of different 
Y WE oioions, at leaſt in ſome inferior inſtances, ſeems an wnavoidable 
of {Wcnſ:quence of our preſent ſtate: where igncrance, in part, cleaves 
| t the wiſeſt minds; and prejudice eaſily beſets the moſt impartial 
 WWMiulements. This may turn to ou; common advantage; and afford 
wm for the difplay and exerciſe of theſe healing virtues, mode- ' 
nion, mezkn-1s, and forbearance. - Let me only be permitted to 
ik, whether this tenet does not evidently tend to eſtabliſh the com- 
t of the chriſtian, and to magnify the fidelity of Gop our Sa- 
wur? Whether, far from countenancing floth, or encoutaging re- 
nifineſs, to know that our labour ſhall not be in vain, is not the 
moſt prevailing inducement to abound in the work of the Lon: 
Ir. xv. 58. : | 
$, Is any = inclined-to examine the reaſons, which made the au- 
„ora preſdyte co this perſuaſion ? He. may find them diſplayed in the; 
| Memorial, delivered by ſeveral. ſelect and eminent Divines of the 
be Wi Church' of England, at the renowned Synod bf Dordr. — (See Ala 
et * Dorareck. part II. page 246. of the Latin edicion, publiſhed 
. Wy" 2 fingle quarto volume.) — I hoſe, who have no opporzuai y of 
teſulting the memot:rs of that vencrable aſſembly ; I would refer tu 
the works of the indefatigable and very learned Turretin, or to thoſe 
of ehe candid and elegant Fuſs. — Furret. tom. II. Avi Witſ. 
. cccon. lib. III. cap. xiii. | 
le The lateſt and fulleſt view of the point, which I ever remember to 
h le met with, in any of our Engl writers, is in the Lime-ftrect 
ies, Which are a defence of feveral moit' important doctrines 
f the Goſpel, and contained in two octavo volumes; the united la- 
ours of xine modern divines; moſt of whom, are well known to the 
world, by their order evangelical and uſeful writings. In thoſe lec-: 
ures, the final perſeverance of the ſaints, is very particularly ſtated 3. 


n , to my apprehenſiog at leaft, moſt ſatisfactorily proved. The ar- 
. WW gunents, uſually urged agaiuſt it, are impartially contidered; and I 
or yet but think (with all due deference to the judgment of others) 
uc erably confuted. 

Sy And here (not to ſwell this note any farther) I ſhall only juſt hint, 
ade judicious Hooker (an authority, perhaps, as weighty and un- 
5" WW =<ptionable as any that can well be produced) gives a folemn atrefta-- 
1 vn to this tenet, in a ſhort diſcourſe on the perpetuity of faith, ſub-- 


Nd to his Eeelefaficel Polity, Fol. Edit. 
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or wily temptations ! the fle, like a nerfidious 3 inmate, 
under colour of friendſhip, and a ſpecious pretence of 
pleaſure, is always' forward to betray his integrity, 
But, amidſt all theſe threatening circumſtances, of per. 
ſonal weakneſs, and imminent danger, an inviſible aid 
is his defence. I will uphold thee, ſays the bleſſed God, 
* ewith the right hand of my righteoujneſs *.”” Comforta. 
ble truth ! The arm, which fixes the ſtars in their or. 
ders, and guides the planets in their courſe, is ſtretch. 
ed out to preſerve the heirs of ſalvation.—** My ſheep, 
«« adds the great Redeemer, are mine; and they ſhall ne. 
cc wer periſh ; neither ſhall any pluck them out of my hand +," 
What words are theſe ! And did they come from Hiu, 
who hath all power in heaven, and on earth? And 
were they ſpoke to the weakeſt of the flock ; to every 
unfeigned follower of the great Shepherd? Then, om 

nipotence itſelf muſt be vanqui/hed ; before they can be 
deſtroyed, either by the ſeductions of fraud, or the aſſaults 
of violence. 


If you aſk therefore, what ſecurity we have, of en- 
during to the end, and continuing faithful unto death? 
— The very /ame that eſtabliſnes the heavens, and ſettles 
the ordinances of the univerſe. Can theſe be thrown 
into confuſion ft? Then, may the true believer draw 
back unto perdition. Can the ſun be diſlodged from 
his ſphere, and ruth lawleſly through the ſky ? Then, 
and then only, can the faith of God's elect 5 be final 
overthrown.——Be of good courage then, my ſoul ; rely 
on thoſe divine ſuccours, which are ſo ſolemnly ſtipula- 
ted, ſo faithfully promiſed. Though thy grace be lan- 
guid, as the glimmering ſpark; though the overflowings 
of corruption, threaten it with total extinction; yet, 
ſince the great [exovan has undertaken to cherif 


the dim principle, „many waters cannot quench it, 
nor 


- 


| # Ifa, xli. 20. 4 John x. 28. } Jer. xxx), 35, 36. 
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« nor all floods drown it.“ Nay, though it were fee- 
ble as the /moking flax“, goodneſs and faithfulneſs 
tand engaged, to augment the heat; to raiſe the fire, 
and feed the flame ; till it beam forth, a lamp of im- 


mortal glory, in the heavens. | 


As to the faithfulneſs of a eovenanting Gon, this may 
de emblematically ſeen, in the ſtability of the heavenly 
bodies, and the perpetuity of their motions +.—'Thoſe 
bat are fxed or fattonary, continue unalterable in their 
„and elevations. No injurious ſhocks; no violence of 
- Wl confliiting elements; are able to difplace thoſe. ever- 
* Wi ifiog hinges, on which dependent worlds revolve. 
» Wi Through the whole flight of time, they recede not, fo 
4 nuch as a hair's breadth, from the precife central 
point of their reſpective ſyſtems. —W hile the erratic, or 
- BW plorctary, perform their prodigious ſtages, without any 
e intermiſſion, or the leaſt embarraſſment. How ſoon, 
sand how eaſily, is the moſt finiſhed piece of human 

machinery diſconcerted ! But all the celeſtial move- 
ments, are ſo nicely adjuſted ; all their operations, ſo 
critically 


L. 
e 
* The N and fait i fulneſt of Gop to his people, are finely 
u jittured by the Prophet Jaial, chap. xlii. 3. Which paſſage, be- 
W eraſe of it's rich conſolation, and uncommon beauty, is defervedly 
- alopted by St. Matthew, and ingrafced into the ſyſtem of evangelical 
tuths,—He will nat himſelf break, nor ſuffer to be broken by any 
1» Wi other, the bruiſed reed, nor quench the ſmoking flax. Was ſt poflible, 
obe choſen two more delicate, and expreliive repreſentations ?— 
y Could any image, be mare ſignificant of a very infirm, and enfezbled 
foith; than the flexile reed, that bends before every wind? Which, 
J« befides it's natural weakneſs, is made abundantly weaker, by being 
-e and fo, is ready to fall in pieces of itſelf, © Or could any 
D ting, with a more pathe ical exaRneſs, deſcribe the extreme im- 
decility, of that other principle of the divine life, l , The ſtate 
t, of tne iax, juſt beginning to burn, is liable to be put out by the leaſt 
n bat: more liable fill, is the wick of the lamp, when it is not fo 
much as kindled into a glimmering flame, but only breathing ſmoke, 
and uncertain whether it ſhall take fire or no. Vet true faith, and 
teavenly love, though ſubſiſting amidſt ſuch pitiable infirmities, will 
wt be abandone& by their great Author; ſhall not be extinguiſhed by 
ay temptations; but be maintained, invigorated, and made finally 
Viumphant, Matr. xii. 20. | 


1 Pal. cxix. 89, 90. 
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critically proportioned ; and their mutual dependencies, 
fo ſtrongly connected; that they prolong their benef. 
cial courſes, throughout all ages. — While mighty cities 
are overwhelmed with ruin, and their very names loſt 
in oblivion : while vaſt empires are ſwept from their 
foundations, and leave not ſo much as a ſhadowy trace 
of their antient magnificence : while 40 zerreftriat 
things are ſubject to viciflitude, and fluctuating in un- 
certainty : theſe are permanent in their duration. Thej 
are invariable in their functions. Not one faileth.“ 
— Who doubts the conſtant ſucceſſion, of day and night; 
or the regular returns, of ſummer andi winter ? And 
why, O! why ſhould we doubt the veracity of Gop, or 
diitruſt the accompli/ohment of. his holy. word? Can the 
ordinances of heaven depart : Then only can Goo for- 
get to be gracious ; or neglect the performance of bis 
promiſe. —Nay, our Lok gives us yet firmer ground 
of afiance. He aifords us a ſurer bottom for our faith, 
than the jurdamental laws of the univerſe. Heaven and 
earth, he ſays, all ſaſs away 3 but my words. ſhall not, 
in a ſingle initance, or in one tittle of their import, 
paſs away, No: his ſacred word, whatever may ob- 
ſtruct it; whoever may oppole it; ſhall he fulfilled to 
the very uttermoit. „„ 

O powerful word! How aſtoniſhing is it's efficacy! 
When this word was iſſued forth, a thouſand worlds. 
emerged out of nothing. Should the mighty orders be 
repegted, a thouſand more would ſpring into exiſtence. 
By this word, the vaſt ſyſtem of created things is - 
held, in conſtant and immutable perfection. Should it 
give command, or ceaſe to exert it's energy; the uni. 
verſal frame would be diſſolved, and all nature revert 
to her original chaos. And this very word is pledged 
for the ſafety, the comfort, the happineſs of the godly. 
This inviolable, this Almighty word, ſpeaks in all the 
promiſes of the goſpel. —How ftrangely infatuated are 
our ſouls, that we ſhould value it ſo little! What * 


4 
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els are we in fact, that we ſhould depend upon it no 
more! Did it create, whatever has a being; and ſhall 
it not work faith in our breaſts? Do unnumbered worlds, 
owe their ſupport to this word ; and ſhall it not be ſuf- 
fcient, to buoy up our ſouls in troubles, or eſtabliſh 
them in trials? Is it the Jife of the univerſe, and ſhall 
it be a dead letter to mankind ? 


If I wiſh to be heard, when I implore heavenly bleſ(- 
ſings ; is not this privilege moſt clearly made over to my 
enjoyment, in that well-known text, . Aſk, and it ſhall 
« be given you“? —If I long for the eternal Comfor- 
ter, to dwell in-my heart, and ſanQify my nature; 
have J not an apparent title to this high prerogative, 
wnferred in that ſweet aſſertive interrogation ; ** How 
much more ſhall your heavenly Father, give the Ho- 
y Spirit to them that aſk him + ?*'—If I earneſtly co- 
jet the ineſtimable treaſures, that are compriſed in the 
great [ſMMAanvEL's mediation ; ean I have a firmer 
caim to the xoble portion, than i granted in that moft 
precious ſcripture ; Him that cometh to me, I will 
in no-wiſe caft out t? What aflurance, of being 
atereſted in thefe unſpeakable mercies, would I deſire? 
What form of conveyance 3 what deed of ſettlement ; were 
It left to my own option, ſhoyld I chooſe? Here is the 
word of a King; the King immortal and inviſible; all 
whoſe declarations & are truth itſelf.— If a monarch 
beſtow) immunities on a body of men, and confirm 
them by an authentic charter; no one controverts, 
do one queſtions, their right to the royal favours. 
And why ſhould we ſuſpect the validity of thoſe glo- 
nous grants, which are made by the everlaſting So- 
ſereign of nature; which he has alſo ratified by an 
ath, and ſealed with the blood of his Son ?—Corpora- 

tions 


* Matt. vii. 9. u Luke xi. 13. t John vi. 37. 


The pillar'd firmament is rottenneſs, 
And carth's baſe built on ſtubble. 


Mir r. Conus, I 
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tions may be disfranchiſed, and charters revoked.— 
Even mountains may be removed, and ſtars drop from 
their ſpheres. But a tenure, founded on the divine 
promiſe, is unalienably /ecure; is laſting, as eternity 
itſelf. | 

We have endeavoured to ſpell a Hllable of the eter. 
nal name, in the ancient manuſcript of the ſky, We 
have catched a g/imp/e of the Almighty's glory, from 
the luſtre of innumerable ſtars. But would we behold 
all his excellencies, pourtrayed in ful! perfection; and 
drawa to the very life ; let us attentively conſider the 
RDEZUuBR.—I obſerve, there are ſome parts of the 
firmament, in which the ftars ſeem, as it were, to 
cluſter. — They are ſown thicker, they lie cloſer, than 
uſual; and ſtrike the eye, with redoubled ſplendor. 
Like the jewels on a crown, they mingle their beams; 
and reflect an increaſe of brilliancy, on each other.— 
Is there not ſuch an aſſemblage, ſuch a conſtellation of 
the divine henours, moſt amiably effulgent in the bleſ- 
fed IRS UST F | 

Does not. infinite wiſdom ® ſhine, with ſurpaſſing 
brightneſs, in Cyr1sT? To the making of a world, 
there was no obſtacle ; but to the ſaving of man, there 
ſeemed to be unſurmountable bars. If the rebel is ſuf- 
fered to eſcape; where is the inflexible juſtice, which 
denounces * death as the wages of ſin? If the of. 
fender is thoroughly pardoned ; where is the ii 
weractty,, which has ſolemnly declared, the ſoul that 
„ finnet?, ſhall die? Theſe awful attributes are let 
in terrible array ; and, like an impenetrable battalion, 
oppoſe the ſalvation of apoſtate mankind. Who can 
ſuggeſt a method to ab/ofve the traiterous race; yet vil- 
dicate the honours of Almighty Sovereignty ? This 1s 
an intricacy, which, the moſt exalted of finite intelli- 


gences, are unable to clear.— But, behold the 8 
N f fects 


See the next note. 
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{ret revealed] revealed in the wonderful redemption, 
xccompliſhed by a dying Saviour! So plainly revealed, 
that * he who runs may read; and even Babes under- 
tand, what minds of the deepeſt penetration could not 
contrive.-—The Son of Gov, taking our nature, obeys 
the law, and undergoes death, in our ftead. By this 
means, the threatened car is executed, in all it's ri- 
gour; and free grace is exercifed, in all it's riches. Ju- 
fice maintains her rights, and, with a ſteady hand, ad- 
miniſters impartial vengeance ; while mercy diſpenſes 
her pardons, and weloomes the repentant criminal in- 
to the tendereſt embraces. Hereby, the ſeemingly 
twarting attributes are reconciled. The ſinner is ſav- 
ed, not only in full confiftence, with the honour of the 
ſupreme perfections; but to the moſt N. a 
jation of them all. 


Where does the divine power * fo ſignally exert itſelf, 


ain the croſs of CHRIST, and in the conqueſts of 


grace? - Our Lox b, in his leweſt ſtate of humiliation, 
gained a more glorious victory; than when, through 
the dividing fea, and the waſte howling wilderneſs, 
he rode upon his chariots and horſes of Salvation.” 
When his hands were riveted, with irons, to the bloody 
tree ; he diſarmed death of it's ſting, and plucked the 
prey from the j Jaws of hell. Then, even then, while 
he was crucified in weatne/;, he vanquiſhed the Arong 
nan, and ſubdued our moſt formidable enemies. 
ben then, he ſpoiled principalities ; triumphed over 
the powers of darkneſs ; and led captivity captive.— 
Now he is exalted to his heavenly throne, with what a 
prevailing efficacy does his grace go forth, conquer- 
Ving, and to conquer !”—By this, the ſlaves of fin are 

| reſcued 


* CuntsT, the wiſdom of GOD, and the power of GOD, 1 Cor. 
L 24.—To the intent that now, unto the principalities and powers in hea- 
wily places, might be known by the church (by the amazing contri- 
"ace, and accompliſhment of it's redemption) the deep, extenſive, and 


ae) greatly diverſified wiſdom of GOD. Eph. ili. 10. 
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reſcued from their bondage, and reſtored to the liber 
of righteouſneſs. By this, depraved wretches, whoſe 
appetites were ſenſual, and their diſpoſitions deviliſb, are 
not only renewed, but renewed after the image of Goy, 
and made partakers of a divine nature. Millions, mil. 
_ of loſt creatures are ſnatched, by the interpoſition 
of grace, like brands from the burning; and, tranſla- 
ted into everlaſting manſions, ſhine brighter than the 
fars, ſhine bright as the /ux, in the kingdom of their 
Father. | | 
Would you then ſee an incomparably more bright 
diſplay of the divine excellence, than the unſpotted fi. 
mament, the ſpangles of heaven, or the golden fountain 
of day exhibit? Contemplate Jzsvs of Nazareth, H 
is the brightneſs of his Father's glory, and the expreſ 
image of his perſon. In his immaculate nature; in his 
heavenly tempers ; in his moſt holy life; the moral per 
fections of the deity are repreſented, to the higheſt ad 
vantage *.—Hark ! how mercy, with her charming voice 
ſpeaks in all he utters. See! how benevolence pours 
her choiceſt ſtores, in all he does. Did ever compaſi 
on look ſo amiably ſoft, as in thoſe pitying tears; whic 
ſwelled his eyes, and trickled down his cheeks, to bede 
the rancour of his inveterate enemies! -Was it poflibl 
for patience to aſſume a form ſo lovely; as that ſweetly 
winning conduct, which bore the contradiction of fi 
ners ? Which intreated the obſtinate, to be reconciled 
beſought the guilty, not to die ?—In other things, 
may find ſome ſcattered rays of Jexovan's glory; bu 
in CarisT, they are all connected and united. I 
CHr1sT, they beam forth with the ſtrongeſt radiance 
with the moſt delightful effulgence. Out of Sion, andi 
Sien's great Redeemer, hath GOD appeared in perfil 
beauty. | 


S —_ a — — —r — Ren 2 1 — 
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* In this ſenſe, that ſaying of our Lon is eminently true, He! 
#ath feen ME, hath ſeen the FATHER. John xiv. 9. 
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Search then, my ſoul} above all other purſuits, 
{earch the records of redeeming love. Let theſe be the 
principal objects of thy ſtudy. , Here employ thyſelf, 
vith the moſt unwearied aſſiduity.— x thee are hid all 
the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge *. Such wiſdem ; 
s charms and aſtoniſhes the very angels; engages 
il their cloſeſt attention, and fills them with the deepeſt 
el adoration 1. Such knowledge ; as qualifies the poſſeſſor, 
r not for offices of dignity on earth, yet for the moſt 

honourable advancements in the kingdom of heaven. 
AY Diſunited from which knowledge, all application is 
but elaborate impertinence ; and all ſcience, no better 
than pompous ignorance.—Theſe records, contain the 
faultleſs model of duty, and the nobleſt motives to 
obedience. Nothing ſo powerful, to ,work a lively 
faith, and a joyful hope; as an attentive conſideration 
of our Lox D's unntterable merits. Nothing ſo ſove- 
id E e reign 

* Colo; ii, 3.» Not a mean degree, but a treaſure ; not one trea- 
fure, but many; not many only, but all treaſures, of true wiſdom, 


ni ſwing knowledge; are in CunisT, and his glorious goſpel. 
The tranſcendent excellency of thoſs treafures ſeems to be finely in- 
limated, in that other expreſſion æ , hid; (which may be 
interpreted by the Hebreto methmunint, Fob iii. 21.) lad np, with the 

moſt care, and the greateſt ſafety. Not left at all adventures, to 
e (tumbled upon, by every giddy wanderer; or to fall into the arms 
the yawning Nluggard ; but, like jewels of the brighteſt luſtre, or 
riches of the higheſt value, kept in flore to adorn and reward the dili- 
ent ſearcher. * 
{ This, I believe, is the import of the apoſtle's language, though 
is not a /iteral tranflation of us a sw[Yvnovtry aryſenos apart. 
Pet. i. 12,1 never had ſuch a lively apprehenſion of the beauti- 


I benificancy of the laſt word, as when I have attended a diſſection 
. lome part of the animal body. In order to diſcern the minutiae of 
nee almirable frame; the latent wonders of art and mechanifm; the 
01 k ſo ſharpened, and it's application ſo inter/ely bended, as gives 2 


q juſt experimental comment on that expreſſive phraſe, mapaxuias. 
ith ſuch earneſt attention, is the everlaſting goſpel contemplated, 
the angelic orders ! How much more, if it were poſſible, does it 

the devout and inceſſant conſideration of Amn minds? Since 
em, it is not only to be ſpecplated, as a bright and raviſhing diſ- 

of the divine Attributes ; but to be applied to their fallen na- 
ua moſt benign ſcheme of recovering grace; as the ſure ant 
"7 method of obtainjpy life and i y. f 


1. 
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reign, to antidote the peſtilential influence of fs 
world, and deliver our affections from a flavery to ig 
noble objects; as an habitual remembrance of bu 
extreme agonies. The genuine, the ever-fruitfyl 
fource of all morality, is the unfeigned love of Curisr; 
and the croſs, the oss, is the appointed * ar 
from which we may fetch a coal +, to inkintlle this fa. 
cred fire AG > 

| Behold, therefore, "the man; the matchleſs and 
ſtupendous man; whoſe practice was a pattern of the 
moſt exalted virtue, and his perſon the mirror of 
every divine perfection. Examine the memoirs of his 
heavenly temper, and exemplary converſation. Con. 
template that choir of graces, which were aſſociated in 
His mind, and ſhed the higheſt luſtre on all his adi. 
ons. Familiarize to thy thoughts his inſtruRive dif. 
courſes, and enter into the very ſpirit of his refined 
doctrines. That the graces may be transfuſed into thy 
breaſt, and the doArines tranſcribed in thy life.—Fo| 
low him to Calvary's horrid eminence; to Calvary's 
fatal cataſtrophe. Where innocence, dignity, and 
merit, were made perfe# through ſufferings each ſhining 
with all poſſible ſplendor, through the tragical ſcene 
fomewhat like his own radiant bow, then glowing wit 
the greateſt beauty, when appearing on the darkek 
cloud. — Be thy moft conſtant attention fixed, on that 
lovely and ſorrowful ſpectacle. Behold. the ſpotit 
victim, nailed to the tree, and ſtabbed to the heart 
Hear him pouring out prayers, for his murderers 
before he poured out his ſoul, for tranſgreſſors. 5 
the wounds that ſtream with forgiveneſs, and 4% 
$alm'for a diſtempered world. O! ſee the juſtice « 


Sw = a Kt .o0 =w 


* And I, ſays our LORD, if T be lifted up from the earth, and e. 
tended on the croſs, will draw all men unto me: will: give ſuch 
rich and tranſcendent diſplay of my love, as ſhall conſtitute the 
gowerful and prevailing attractive of theirs. Fohn xii, 32. 


"of -Alluding to Ii, i. 6. 
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the Almighty and his goodneſs ; his mercy and his 
ſengeance; every tremendous and gracious attribute ma- 
nifeſted; manifeited with inexpreſſible glory, in that 
moſt ig nominious, yet grande/t, of tranſactions. 12 

Since God is fo inconceivably great, as theſe his 
marvellous works declare ; 


Since the great Sov'reign ſends ten thouſand worlds, 
To tell us, he reſides above them all, n 
In glory's unapproachable receſs* ; 


how can we forbear haſtening, with Maſes, bowing our- 
klves to the earth, and worſhipping ? 125 — 
O! what an hononrable, as well as advantageous 
employ, is prayer ? — Ad vantagetus, By prayer, we cul- 
trate that improving correſpoudence with j EHOVAH, 
re carry on that gladdening intercourſe with his 8PI- 
Nr, which muſt begin here, in order to be completed 
in eternity. Hommrablr. By prayer, we have acceſs 
to that mighty potentate ; whofe ſceptre ſways univer- 
fl nature, and whoſe rich regalia fill the ſkies with 
luſtre. Prayer, places us in his preſence-chamber ; 
while © the blood of ſprinkling,” procures us a graci- 
dus audience. 
Shall I then Sluſb to be found proſtrate, before the 
throne of grace? Shall I be aſbamed to have it known ; 
that I offer up ſocial ſupplications in the family, or 
wr conſcientious in obſerving my private retirements ? 


Ee 2 Rather 


* For this quotation, and ſeveral valuable 4ints, I acknowledge 
dy{-1f indebted. to thoſe beautiful and fublime poems, intitled Night» 
Tights, —Of which I ſhall only ſuy, That I receive freſh ur, 
nd richer improvement, from every renewed peruſal. And, I think, 
| hall have reaſon to bleſs the indulgent Beſtower of all wiſdom, fob 


toſe inſtructive and animating compobitions, even in my laſt mo» = | 


ments, Than which, nothing can more emphatically ſpeak their 
ſrerior excellence, nar give a more ſolid fatis faction to their worthy 
athor.—Happy fould I think myſelf, if theſe little ſketches of con- 
emplative devotion, might be honoured with the moſt inferior degree 
the ſame ſucceſs. Might receive a teſtimony, not from the voice 
« tame, but from the dying lips of ſome cdified chriſtian. 
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f 
Rather, let me glory in this unſpeakable privilege, 
Let me reckon it the abe poſture, to fall low on my 
1 knees before his footſtool; and the higheſt honour, ta 
_ enjoy communion with his moſt exalted majeſty,—[q. 
comparably more noble, than to ſit, in perſon, on the 
triumphal chariot ; or to ſtand, in effigy, amidit the 
temple of worthies. | | 

" Moſt ineſtimable, in ſuch a view, is that promiſe; 
which ſo often occurs in the prophetic writings, and is 
the crowning benefit of the new covenant, I will be th 
G. Will this ſupremely excellent and Almighty 
being, vouchſafe to be zy portion? To ſettle upon a 
poor ſinner, not the heritage of a county; not the 
Poſleſhon of the whole earth; but his own ever · bleſſed 
elf? May I then, through his free condeſcending grace, 
. and the unknown merits of his Son, look upon al 
theſe infinitely noble attributes as my treaſure ? May 
Iregard the <wi/dom, which ſuperintends ſuch a mul- 
titude of worlds, as my guide; the power, which pro- 
duced, and preſerves them in exiſtence, as my guard; 
the goodneſs, which, by an endleſs communication of 
favours, renders them all ſo many habitations_ef hap- 
pineſs, as my exceeding great reward ?— What a fund of 
felicity, is included in ſuch a bleſſing ! How often does 
the Iſraelitiſb prince exult in the aſſurance, that this 
unutterable and boundleſs good is his own ? Intereſted 
in this, he bids defiance to every evil, that can be 
dreaded ; and refts in certain expeQation of every blef 

fing, that can be deſired. 7he LORD tis my light, 4 
my Salvation; whom then ſhall I fear ? The LORD, 
with an air of exultation, he repeats both his affiance 
and his challenge, is the ftrength of my life ; of avon 
; then ſhall I be afraid f; Nothing fo effeQual, as this 
appropriating faith, to infpire a dignity of mind, ſu 
perior to tranſitory triſtes; or to create a calmnes 
* « temper 


"; a»% OX 165 x_ og ee 


* Heb, viii. 10. 7 Pfal. xxvii. 1. 


— 


. 
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emper, unalarmed by vu vulgar fears, unappalled by 


death itſelf, —The LORD is my ſbepberd, ſays the ſame 


tculy gallant and heroic perſonage, therefore pal I lack 
whing*. How is it poſſible, he ſhould ſuffer want, 
vho has the all-ſufficient fulneſs- for his ſupply ? 80 
lng as unerring wiſdom. is capable of contriving the- 
means; ſo long as uncontroulable power is able to exe- 
eute them ; ſuch a one cannot” fail. of being ſafe and- 
happy ; whether he continue amidſt the viciſſitudes of 
time, or depart into the unchangeable eternity. 


Here, let us ſtand a moment, and humbly contem- 
plate this great God, together with ourſelves, in a re- 
htive view. If we reflect on the works of material na- 
ture, their number incomprehenſible, and their extent 
unmeaſurable: each of them apart, ſo admirably fram - 
x, the connexions of the whole, ſo exquiſitely regu - 


lated ; and all derived, from one and the ſame glorious: 


went—If we recolle&. the far more noble accompliſn 
nents of elegant taſte, and diſcerning judgment; of 
refined affections, and exalted ſentiments ; which are 
w be found, among tlie ſeveral orders of intelligent exiſt- 
ence : and. all of them flowing, in rich emanations, 

from the one ſole fountain of intellectual light—If we 
kither: conſider this author of material beauty, and. 
noral excellency, as a guardian, a governor, and Henefac- 


be to all. his creatures: ſupporting. the whole ſyſtem, 


nd protecting each individual, by ag ever-watchful- 
roridence; preſiding over the minuteſt affairs, and 
uſing all events to terminate in the moſt extenſive 
; heaping, with unremitted liberality, his benefits 
jon every capable object, and making the circuit of 
de univerſe a ſeminary of happineſs.— s it poſſible for 
he human heart, under ſuch captivating views, to be 
afferent towards this moſt benign, moſt bountiful ori- 
jual of being and of bliſs ? Can any be ſo immerſed in- 
| E'e 3 ſtupi- 


Fü. nud. r. 
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ſtupidity, as to ſay unto the Almighty—in the languzg: 
of an irreligious temper, and licentious life, to fay} 
% Depart from us; we implore not thy favour ; nor ce. 
«« fire the knowledge of thy ways.“ Wonder, O hu. 
vent! be amazed, O earth ! and let the inhabitants 
of both exprefs their aſtoniſhment, at this unparalleled 
complication of difingenuous, ungrateful, deſtructit 
perverſeneſs | 
If we conſider our fallen and imperfee ſtate ; frail in 
our bodies; enfeebled in our minds; in every part of 
our conſtitution, and in all the occurrences of life, 
like a tottering wall, or a broken hedge.” —If ve 
| furvey our indigent and infirm ſtate ; without holineſs; 
without ſpiritual ſtrength ; our poſſeſſion ef prefent con. 
veniencies, intirely dependent on Gop's ſovereign ples. 
ſure; yea, forfeited, juſtly forfeited, with every future 
hope, by a thouſand aggravated iniquities.—If we add 
the various di/z/fters of our condition; agitated as ne 
are by tumultuous paſſions. oppreſſed with difpiriting 
fears; held in ſuſpenſe by a variety of perplexing “ cares: 
liable to pains, and expoſed to troubles ; troubles from 
every quarter; troubles. of every kind Can we, amid 
| ſo many wants, under ſuch deplorable infirmities, and 
| ſubject to fuch diſaſtrous accideats—can we be un 
; concerned 
- * Perplexing-=Thoſe who read. the original tanguage of the N 
Teſtament, are fufficiently appriſed, that ſuch is the /grificanc 0 
that benevolent diſſuaſive, urged by our Lox D, wn paipizcrales Matt 
Vi. 25.—1 beg leave, for the ſake of the unlearned reader, to obſerve; 
That our tranſlation, though for the moit part faithful and excellent 
has here mifrepreſented our divine Maſter's meaning. Take na Hir 
or Your food, for your raiment, for your hodily welfare, is, not on! 
not the true ſenſe, but the very reverſe of the ſcriptural doftrize 
We are required to take a prudent and moderate thought, for the nt 
ceſſaries of life. The fluggard, who neglects this decent precaution 
is ſeverely reprimanded; is ſent to one of the meaneſt animals, l 
biuſh for his folly, and learn diſcretion from her conduct, Prov 
vi. 6. Our Saviour's precept, and the exact ſenſe of his expreſſion 
is, Take no anxious thought; indulge no ferplexing care. No fuc 
care, as may argue an unreaſonable diſtruſt of Providence; or 4 
rend and tear your minds with diſtreding, with pergicious ple 
tude. 
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concerned, whether God's omnipotent, irreſiftible, all- 
conducting hand be againſt us, or for us? Imagination 
ſelf ſhudders at the thought! Can we reſt ſatisfied, 
without a well-grounded perſuaſion, that we are recon- 
uad to this ſupreme Lok o, and the objects of his un- 
changeable goodneſs!—If there be an abandoned wretch, 
e whoſe apprehenſions are fo fatally blinded ; who is fo 
utterly loſt to all ſenſe of his duty, and of his intereſt ; 
let me bewail his ier, while J abhor his impiety. 
oj Bewail his mifery ; though popularity, with her choiceſt 
laurels, adorn his brow ; though affluence, with her 
richeſt delicacies, load his table ; though half a nation, 
or half a world, confpire to call him happy. 


May I, by a believing application, ſolace myſelf in 
this everlaſting ſource of love, perfection, and joy! 
Grant me this requeſt, and I aſk no more.—Only, that 
I may expect, not with a reluQtant anxiety, but with a 
ready chearfulneſs, the arrival of that important hour; 
when this veil of fleſh ſhall drop, and the ſhadows of 
mortality flee away. When [I ſhall no longer complain 
of ob/cure knowledge; /axguid affections; and imperfect 
iruition—but ſhall ſee the uncreated and immortal ma- 
jeſty. See him, not in this diſtant and unatfecting me- 
thod, of reaſoning from his works; but with the moſt 
clear and direct intuition of the mind.—Whepn I ſhall 
lee him, not with a cold and contracted ſpirit ; but 
vith the molt lively and inlarged emotions of gratitude, 
When I ſhall inceſſantly enjey the light of his coun- 
tenance ; and be united, inſeparably united to his all- 
glorious GopHEeaD.—Take, ye ambitious, unenvied 
and unoppoſed, take to yourſelves, the toys of ftate. 
May I be enabled to repoice in this bleſſed hope; and ta 
triumph in that amiable, that adorable, that delightful 
name, the Loxp uy GOD! And ] ſhall ſcarce beftow 
a thought, an the {plendid pageantry of the world, 
unleſs it be to deſpi/e it's empty pomp, and to pity it's 
Gluded admirers, 


322 CONTEMPEATIONS oN 

All theſe bodies, though immenſe in Aheir ſize, and 
almoſt infinite in their multitude, are obedient to the di. 
vine command. The Gop of wiſdom ** telleth their 
*. numbers,” and is intimately acquainted with their ya. 
rious properties. The Gop of power calleth them 
all by their names,“ and afligns them whatſoever 
office he pleaſes. He marfoals all the ſtarry legions, 
with infinitely greater eaſe, and nicer order; than the 
moſt expert general, - arranges his diſciplined troops, 


He appoints their poſts ; he marks their route; he fixes 


the time for their return. The poſts, which he appoints, 
they occupy, without fail. In the route, which he ſet. 


tles, they perſevere, without the leaſt deviation. And 


to the inſtant *, which he fixes for their return, they are 
preciſely punAtual.—He has given them a /aw, which, 
through a long revolution of ages, ſhall.not be broken; 
unleſs his ſovereign will interpoſes, for it's repeal. 
Then, indeed, the motion of the celeſtial orbs is controul- 
ed; their action remains ſuſpended ;. or their influence 
receives a new direction. — The /ur,. at his creation, iſſu- 
ed forth with a command, to travel perpetually through 
the heavens. Since which, he has never neglected to 


perform the great circuit; rejoicing as a giant to“ run 


his race.“ But, whea it is requiſite to accompliſh 
the purpoſes of divine love, the orders are counter. 
manded ; the flaming courier remits his career; flandi 
fill in Gibeon + ; and, for the conveniency of the choſen 
people, holds back the falling day.— The moon was 
difpatched with a charge, never to intermit her reyolr- 
ing courſe, till day and night come to an end, But 
when 
® 60 The planets, and all the n hoſt of heavenly * 
« perform their courſes and revolutions, with ſo much certainty and 
« exactneſs, as never once to fail; but, for almoſt 6000 years, come 


« conſtantly about to the ſame riod, in the hundreth part of a mi- 
«© nute. STACKHoOuSE's His. Bible. 


+ This is ſpoken in conformity. to the ſcripture ha and ac- 
eording ta the common notion. With reſpect to the power which- 
effected the alteration; it is much the ſame thing, and alike mirs 


lous ; whether the ſun, or the g@th, be ſuppoſed jo move. 
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then the children of providence, are to be favoured 

vith an uncommon continuance of light, ſhe halts in 

her march; makes a ſolemn pauſe in the valley of Aia- 

kn* ; and delays to bring on her attendant train of ſhæ- 

dows.— When the enemies of the Loa p are to be diſ- 

comfited, the fars are levied into the ſervice ;- the ſtars 

ze armed, and take the field; ihe fars, in their courſes, 
fuught againſt Siſera +. | 

So dutiful is material nature ! So obſequious, in all 

her forms, to her Creator's pleaſure !—The bellowing 

WE thunders, liſten to his voice; and the vollied lightnings, 

"Wh obſerve the direction of his eye. The flying ſtorm, 

ud impetuous whirlwind, wear his yoke. The raging 

ves revere his nod: they ſhake the earth; they daſh 

-le ſkies ; yet, never offer to paſs the limits, which he 

las preſcribed. —Even the planetary ſpheres ; though 

- nally /arger, than this wide-extended earth; are, in his 

land, as clay in the hands of the potter. Though, 

| feiſty 


L J. x. 12, 13.—The prophet Habakkuk, according to his lofty 

manner, celebrates this event; and points out, in very poetical dic- 
„os, the deſign of fo ſürprizing a miracle. Tie jun and moon flood 
1 A Pill in their habitation : in the light, the long-continued and miracu- 
E bus light, thy arrozus, edged with deftruftian, walked on their aw- 

ful errand; in the clear ſhining of the day, protracted for this very 
* WP ipoſe, % glittering ſpear, launched by thy people, but guided by 
„band, ſprung to it's prey. Hab. iii. 11. N | 


1 F Judg. v. 20 —The ſcriptural phraſe fought againſt, will, I hope, be 
3 a ? Proper zonrrant for every expreſſion, I have fe 4-4 this occaſion 
L lhe paſſage is generally Tepee to ſignify, that ſome very dreadful 

neben (which the ſtars were thought to influence) ſuch as herce flaſhes 
CO ig itning ; impetuous ſhowers of rain; and rapid ſtorms of Hail 3 
uwe employed by the Almighty to terrify, annoy, and overthrow the 
enemies of Iſrael. If ſo, there cannot be a more clear and lively 
WY Pcaphraſe on the text, than thoſe fine lines of a Jeroſ writer. 
6 B's ſevere rorath Hd HE Harpen for 2 and the world ail 
r cork Aim againſt the ungodly. hen, /hail the right-aiming 
lunder-bolts go abroad; and from the clouds, as from a well-drawn 
bow, Aall th fly to the mark., And hail-ſtoges, full of wrath, all 
be caft cut w4 4 Fore bow; and the water of the ſea hall rage againf 
tim; and the floods (as was the caſe of the river Xiο all cruel 
Fon them. Yea, a mighty wind Gall fland up againſt them; and, li 
erm, Aa! blow them away. Wild. v. 207 21, 221 21 
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Fwifter than the northern blaſt, they ſweep the log 
tracts of æther; yet, are they guided by his reins, ang 
execute whatever he enjoins. All thoſe enormous globes 
of central fire, which beam through the boundleſs azure; 
in compariſon of which an army of planets, were like 
a ſwarm of ſummer inſets ; thoſe, even thoſe, are con- 
formable to his will, as the melting wax to the impreſſed 
ſeal.—Since all, ar is obedient, throughout the 
whole aſcent of things, ſhall man be the only rebel againſt 
the Almighty Maker? Shall theſe unruly appetites, re- 
ject his government, and refuſe their allegiance ? Shall 
theſe headſtrong paſſions, break. looſe from divine re, 
ſtraint ; and run wild, in exorbitant fallies, after their 
own imaginations? 
O my ſoul, be ſtung with remorſe, and overwhelmed 
with confuſion, at the thought | Is it not a righteous i: 
thing, that the bleſſed Gop ſhould ſway the ſcepte 
with the moſt abſolute authority, over all the creatures, 
which his power has formed? Eſpecially over thoſe BW - 
creatures ; whom his diſtinguiſhing favour, has endued | 
| 
( 
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with the noble principle of reaſon, and made capable 
of a bliſsful immortality Sure, if all the ranks of in- 
animate exiſtence, conform to their Maker*s decree, by 
the nece//ity of their nature; this more excellent race of 
beings, ſhould pay their equal homage, by the willy 
compliance of their affections .- Come then, all yo 


This argument, I acknowledge, is not abſolutely conclufe. 

But it is popular and ſtriking. Nor can I think myſelf obliged, in 

ſuch a work; where fancy bears a conſiderable ſway ; to proceed al- 

ways with the caution and exactneſs, of a diſputer in the ſhzols. |! 

there be ſome appearanee of analogy, between the fact and the infer 

ence, it ſeems ſufficient for my purpoſe; though the deduction ſhou'd 

| not be neceſſary, nor the proceſs ſtrictly ſyllogiſtical.— One of the 
| apoſtolic fathers, has an affecting and ſublime paragraph, which rus 
intirely in this form: — HMzog Te xa 09.9, aepwr Te Nn 

ral Tyr ala ſur ale w 044008 Aya muon; wagruc ac 

e ινονοανινỹ TH; rxililaſuue GUT 0847 jt» The fun, the moor, ans 

| the Harry choir, without the leaſt deviation, and with the utmp a 


if 
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faculties of my mind ; come, all ye powers of my body ; 
give up yourſelves, without a moment's delay, without 
the leaſt reſerve, to his governance. Stand, like duti- 
fa] ſervants, at his footſteol ; in an everlaſting readi- 
neſs, to do whatſoever he requires; to be whatſoever he 
appoints. To further, with united efforts, the purpoſes 
of his glory in this earthly ſcene : or elſe to ſeparate, 
without relutance, at his fummons ; the one, to ſleep 
in the ſilent duſt; the ether, to advance his honour, in 
ſme remoter colony of his kingdom. — Thus, may F 
join with all the works of the Lox p, in all places of 
his dominion, to recognize his univerſal ſupremacy ; 
and proclaim him Sovereign of Souls, as well as Ruler 
of Worlds. | | | 

At my firſt coming abroad, all theſe luminaries were 
xlfſed, by the overpowering luſtre of the ſun. They 
vere all placed in the very ſame ſtations ; and played the 
fame ſprightly beams; yet, not one of them was ſeen. 
As the daylight wore away, and the ſober ſhades ad- 
ranced ; Heſperus, who leads the ſtarry train, diſcloſed 
his radiant forehead, and catched my eye. While I 
food gazing on his bright and beautiful aſpect, ſeveral 
of his attendants peeped through the hlue curtains. 
Scarce had I turned to obſerve theſe freſh emanations 
of ſplendor ; but others dropt the veil ; others ſtole 
into view. When lo! faſter and more numerous, mul- 
titudes ſprung from obſcurity ; they poured, inſhining 
troops, and in ſweet confuſion, over all the empyrean 
plain. Till the firmament feemed, like one vaſt 
conſtellation ; and a flood of glory burſt fron; all 
65 the ſkies,” | . 

| A ti 


my, perform the revolutions appointed them by the ſupreme decree, 
From 2 and abundance of other fimilar inſtances, ob- 


enable in the exconomy of nature; he exhorts chriſtians, to a cor- 
Gal unanimity among themſelves, and a dutiful obedience to Gov. 
Vid. Clem. Nom. 1 Ep. ad Corinth. Jef. 20.—See alſo a beautiful ode 
n Dr. Watts's Lyric Poems, intitled Tie Compariſon and Complaint, 
Vick turns upon this very thought. 


* 
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Is not ſuch the riſe, and ſuch the progre of a true 
con verſion, in the prejudiced infidel, or inattentive fin. 
ner? During the period of his vainer years, a thouſand 
intereſting truths, lay utterly undiſcovered ; a thouſand 
momentous concerns, were intirely diſregarded. But, 

when divine grace diſſipates the deluſive glitter, which 
dazled his underſtanding, and beguiled his affections: 
then, he begins to diſcern, dimly to diſcern, the things 
which belong unto his peace. Some admonition of 
ſcripture, darts conviction inte his foul ; as the glim. 
mering of a ſtar, pierces the gloom of night. Then; 
perhaps, another awful, or cheaving text, impreſſes ter: 
ror, or diffuſes comfort. A 2hreatening alarms his fears, 
or a promiſe awakens his hopes. This, poſſibly, is ſuc- 
ceeded by ſome afii#ive diſpenſation of providence; and 
improved by ſome edifying and inſtructi ve converſation. 
All which is eſtabliſhed, as to it's continuance ; and 
inlarged, as to it's influence; by a diligent ſtudy of the 
ſacred word. —By this means, new truths continually 
pour their evidence. Scenes of refined and exalted, 
but hitherto unknown delight, addreſs him with their 
attractives. New deſires take wing; new purſuits 
are ſet on foot. A new turn of mind forms his tem- 
per ; a new habit of converſation regulates his life. 
In a word; old things are paſſed away ; and all things 
become new, He, who was ſomtimes darkneſs, is now 
light, and life, and joy in the Lozp. 


The more attentively I view the cryſtal concave, the 
more fully I diſcern the richneſs of it's decorations. 
Abundance of minuter lights, which lay concealed from 
a Superficial notice, are viſible on a cloſer examination. 
Eſpecially in thoſe tracts of the ſky, which are called 
the Galaxy; and are diſtinguiſhable, by a ſort of milky 

th. There, the ſtars are crouded, rather than difſe- 
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minated. The region ſeems to be all on a blaze, with 
their blended rays.—PBeſides this vaſt profuſion, =y_ 
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is my preſent ſituation the eye — - was I to make 
my ſurvey, from any other part 
nearer the ſouthern pole; I — behold a new choir 
of ſtarry bodies, which have never ap within our 


horizon. — Was I (which is ftill more wonderful) either. | 


here or there to view the firmament with the virtnoſo's 
plaſs ; I ſhould find a prodigious multitude of 

orbs, which, immerſed in depths of zther, eſcape the 
keeneſt unaſſiſted ſight “. Vet, in theſe various ſitua- 
tions, even with the aid of the teleſcopic tube; I ſhould 
not be able to deſcry the half, perhaps not a choufandih 


part, of thoſe majeſticgluminaries, which the vaſt ex. 


panſive heavens contain .—80, the more diligently [ 
purſue my ſearch, into thoſe oracles of eternal truth, 


the /criptures 3 I perceive a wider, a deeper, an ever in- 


creaſing fund of ſpiritual treaſures, I perceive the 
brighter ſtrokes of wiſdom, and the richer diſplays of 
goodneſs ; ; a more tranſcendent excellency in the illuſ- 


trious Meſſiah, and a more deplorable vileneſs in fallen 


man; 2 more immaculate purity in God's law, and 


more precious privileges in his goſpel. Vet, after a 
courſe of ſtudy, ever ſo aſſiduous; ever ſo prolonged g 


| ſhould have reaſon to own myſelf, a mere babe in hea- 


renly knowledge; or, at moſt, but a bd rene prong, 
in the ſchool of CHRIST, 


Ff Alfter 


1 


Come forth, O man, you aur round farvey, 
And view thoſe lamps, which yield eternal day. 
Bring forth thy glaſſes, clear y wond'ring Wes ü % 
Millions beyond the former millions riſe : | 7 
Look farther: — millions more blaze. from remoter ties. 
See an ingenious Poem, intitled The Univerſe, 


1 How noble, conſidered in this view, are the celebrations of the 
Dine Majeſty, which frequently occur in the ſacred writings ! Ir * 
the Lord that made the heavens, Pal. xcvi. 5,—What a prodigious 


Ggnity, does ſuch a ſenſe of things give to that devout aſeription of . _ 


Praiſe! Theu, even thou, art LORD alone: Thou haft made heaven, 


the heaven of heavens, with all their 40, Nehem. ix. 6.—Examined by 
—— the — * — 15 — inſpired 1 ſublime be- 

compare. Praiſe HIM, ſun and moon : e HIM, all ye fars- 
Fig: proj bm, pe beovens — CWC „ 


} 


of the globe, lying 


—ů ——— — 
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After all my moſt accurate inſpection, thoſe ary 
.orbs, appear but as glittering points, Even the planet, 
though ſo much nearer our earthly manſion, ſeem on 
like burning ballert. If then, we have fuch inne 
.epprehenfions of viſible and material things; how mud 
more ſcanty and inadequate, muſt be our notions of in- 
-viſtble and immortal objects !-—We behold the far. 
"Though every ene is incomparably bigger, than the 
-globe we inhabit; yet they-dwindle, upon aur ſurvey, 
into the moſt diminutive forms. Thus, we ſee by 
Faith the glories of the {bleed Jzsvs;; the atoning 
efficacy af his death; the juftifgging merit of his ,righ 
teouſneſs; and the joys which are reſerved for his ol. 
lowers. But alas! even our moſt exalted ideas, art 
-yaſtly Sele the truth. As much below.the truth; a; 
the report, which our eyes make of thoſe celeſtial edi. 
fices, is inferior to their real grandeur. Should we 
take in all the maguifying afſiltances, which art has con 
trived 3 thoſe luminous badies, would elude our Kill 
and appear as ſmall as ever. Should an inhabitant of 
earth, travel towards the cope of heaven; and be car 
ried forwards, in his ærial journey, more than a hun 
Ared and fixty millions of miles“; even in that advan 
.ced ſituation, thoſe oceans of fame, would Jock no jarg 
er, than radiant ſpecks.—In like manner conceive ev: 
ſo magnificently of the Regeemer's honours ; and of the 
* "bliſs, which he has purchaſed for his people; yet yc 
will fall ſhort. Raiſe your imagination. &zgber.; ſtretch 
your invention wider ; give them all the ſcope, whici 
a ſoaring and excurſive fancy can take; ſtill, you 
conceptions will be extremely 4i/proportionate, to the 
geauine perfections.— Vaſt are the bodies, which ro 


.——_”  w wa Ss '- wo oc — 


9 


=” EZ. aw 


be 


This, incredible as jt may ſeem, is nat a mere ſuppaſitipn, by 

a real — For, about he ak of December, we are ado 

360, oc, oo f miles nearer the northern parts of the ſky, theo 
Were at the twenty-firſt of June. And yet, with regard to the f 

<Gtyate in that quarter, we perceive 0.change in their e, fr # 


eng mentation af their na Nicude. 
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s the expanſe of heaven: vaſter far are thoſe fields of 
+ MW zther, through whick they run their endleſs round: 
but the excellency of ]e$svs, and the happineſs laid up 
bor his ſervants, are greater than either; than both 3 
< than a//. An infpired writer calls the former, the 
a. unſcarchable riches of CHRIST HJ;'“ and ſtiles the 
n. latter, „an exceeding great and eternal weight of 
be glory. ” 

ir thoſe ſtars, are ſo many inexhauſtible magazines 
or fire, and immenſe refer voir of light; there is no 
"8 reaſon to doubt, but® they have ſome very grand zſes, 
table to the magriificence of their nature. To ſpe- 
0. tly, or explain, the particular purpoſes they anſwer v 
a is altogether impoſſible, in our preſent ſtate. of diſtance 
Fd ignorance. This, however, we may elcavly diſcern 3 
bey are diſpoſed. in that very manner, which is moſt 
g and moſt orviceable to mankind.— Fhey are not 
u placed at au infinite remove, fo as to lie beyond our: 
il icht; neither are they brought / naar our abode, as 
08 annoy us with their beams. We ſee them ſhine o 
Avery fide. The deep azure, which-ſerves themras & 
pound, heightens their ſplendon. As the ſame time, 
tteir influence is gentle] and their rays ace: deſtitute of 
beat. So that we are ſurrounded with a multitude of 
lery glohes, which beautify and iHuminate the fizma- : 
nent, without any riſque, either to the cox/ng/t "of. our 
tight, or the quiere of our repoſa. Who can ſufficiently - 
mire that wondrous benignity; which, on our ac- 
wunt, ſtrewe the earth with bleſſings of every kind 3 


delight? 

It is not ſolely to adorn eee yulacs, wittt 
tly gildings ; that Gov commands the celeftiab lu- 
liaaries to glitter through the gloom, We alſo reap 
fonſiderable benefits, from their miniſtry. — They divide 
ur time, and fix it's ſolemn periods. They ſettle the 
dr of our works ; and are, according to the deſtina- 
Ff 2 e 


ud vouchſafes 40 make the wer beavers, ſubſerriunt to £34 
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non mentioned in ſacred writ, ** for ſigns, and for ſa. 
* ſons ; for days, and for years.” The returns of 
þ heat and cold alone, would have been too precarious 4 
* rule. But theſe radiant bodies; by the variatien, and 
By alſo by the regularity, of their motions ; afford a method 
| of calculating, abſolutely certain, and ſufficiently obi. 
ous. By this, the farmer is inſtructed, when to commit Will 
his grain to the furrows, and how to conduct the opera. ll 
( 


tions of huſbandry. By this, the /ailor knows when td 
proceed on his voyage, with leaſt peril ; and how to car- 
ry on the buſineſs of navigation, with moſt ſucceſs. 


| 
Why ſhould not the chriſtian, the probationer for Ml! 
eternity, learn from the ſame monitors, to n»mber—-for Ml * 
nobler purpoſes, to number his days; and duly to tran. Ml * 
act the grand, grand affairs of his everlaſting ſalvation? Ml 
Since Gop has appointed ſo many bright meaſures af 
our time, to determine it's larger periods, and to mi- 
nute down it's ordinary ſtages ; ſure, this moſt ſtrongly 

| Inculcates it's value, and ſhould powerfully prompt us 
to improve it. Behold ! the ſupreme Loa p marks the 
progreſs of our life, in that moſt conſpicuous kalendar 
above. Does not ſuch an ordination tell us, and in the 
moſt emphatical language; that our life is given for 
iſe, not for waſte ? That no portion of it is delivered, 
but under a ſtrict account; that all of it is entered, 2 

- It paſſes, in the divine regiſter; and, therefore, that the 
Rewards of ſuch a talent, are to expect a future reck- 
oning ?—Behold ! the very heavens are bidden to be the 
accomptants, of our years, and months, and days. O, 
may this induce us to manage them, with a vigilant 
frugality ; to part with them, as miſers with their hoard: 
d treaſure, warily and circumſpeRtly ; and, if poſſible, 2 
merchants, with their rich commodities, not without att 
equivalent, either in perſonal improvement, or ſoci 
uſefulneſs! | 


— 
— — 2 — 


Hor 
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- How bright the ſtarry diamonds ſhine! The ambition 
{WH of exftern monarchs could imagine no diſtinction, more 
d oble and ſublime, than that of being likened to thaſe 
1 WY beaming orbs *.— They form night's richeſt dræſ:; and 
{WH parkle upon her fable robe, like jewels of the fineſt 
. luſtre. Like jewels! I wrong their character. The 
+ WT ucid ſtone has no brilliancy; quenched is the flame 
een of the golden topaz; compared with thofe glowing: 
» Wl decorations of heaven. How widely are their radiant 
- WH honours ie No nation ſo remote, but ſees their 
beauty, and rejoices in their uſefulneſs. They have 
been admired by all preceding generations; and every 
ſing age will gaze on their charms, with renewed de- 
c light, How animating, then, is that promiſe, made 
„s the faithful miniſters of the goſpel ! “ They that 
FN © turn many to righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the ſtars 
« for ever and ever +.” Is not this a moſt winning: 
encouragement, ** to ſpend, and be ſpent, in the ſer- 
nice of fouls * Methinks, the ſtars beckon, as they 
M LILLE Methinks, they ſhew me their ſplendors, 
on purpoſe to inſpire me with alacrity, in the race ſet 
bel before me; on purpoſe to enliven my a&ivity, in the 
work that is given me to do.— Ves; ye majeſtic moni- 
tors, I underſtand your meaning, If honour has any 
charms ;. if true glory, the glory which cometh from 
Gov, is any attractive; you diſplay the moſt powerful 
ncitements, to exerciſe all aſſiduity in my holy vocation. 
1 will, henceforth, obſerve your intimation 3. and, when 
zeal becomes languid, have recourſe to your heavenly: 
lamps. If ſo be, I may reliudle it's ardor, at thoſe in- 
extinguiſhable fires.. | - 


Of the polar ſtar, it is obſervable; that, while other 
luminaries a/te# their ſituation, this ſeems invariably 
| Ff 3 fixeds 
Numb. xxiv. 17. Dan. vill. 20 © 
t Dan. ail. 3. 
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fixed. While other luminaries, now, mount the ban 
— of heaven, and appear upon duty; now, re- 
tire beneath the horizon, and reſign to a freſh ſet, the 
watches of the night ; this never departs from it's ſta. 
tion, This, in every ſeaſon, maintains an uniform pa- 
ſition ; and is always to be found, in the ſame tract of 
the northern ſky.—How often has this beamed bright 
intelligence on the /azlor ; and conducted the keel to it's 
defired haven ! In early ages, thoſe, who went down 
to the ſea in ſhips, and occupied their buſineſs in great 
waters, had ſcarce any other ſure guide for their wan. 
dering veſfel. This therefore they viewed, with the moſt 
folicitous attention. By this, they formed their obſer- 
vations, and regulated their voyage. When this was 
obſcured by clouds, or inveloped in miſts ; the trembling 
mariner was bewildered, on the watery waſte. His 
thoughts fluctuated, as much as the floating ſurge; 
and he knew not, where he was advanced, or whither he 
ſhould ſteer. But, when this auſpicious ſtar broke 
through the gloom ; it diſſipated the anxiety of his 
mind, and cleared up his dubious paſſage. He re. aſ. 
ſumed, with alacrity, the management of the helm; 
and was able to ſhape his courſe, with. ſome tolerable 
degree of ſatisfaction and certainty. 


Such, only much clearer in it's light, and much ſure 
in it's direction, is the holy averd of Gop, to thoſe my- 
riads of intellectual beings, who are bound. for the eter- 
nal ſhores, Who, embarked in a veſſel of feeble fleſh, 
are to paſs the waves of this tempeſtuous and perilow 
world. In all difficutties, thoſe ſacred pages ſhed-an en» 
eouraging ray; in all uncertainties, they ſuggeſt tl 
right determination, and point out the propes proce 
dure. What is ſtill a more ineſtimable advantage; the! 


* I ſpeak in, 12 to the apf earance of: the object. For 
though this remarkable ſtar revolves round the Pole, it's motion is 
ow, and the circle it deſcribes ſo mall; as render both. the 00 
tion and change of ſituation, hardly peregivable, 


— 
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kke the ſtar which conducted the eaſtern ſages, make 
plain the way of aceeſs to a Redeemer, They diſplay his 
unſpeakable merits ; they diſcover the method of being 
intereſted in his great atonement; and lead the weary 
ſoul, teſed by troubles, and fbattered by temptations, to 
that only harbour of peaceful repoſe. Let us, there- 
fore, attend to this unerring directory, with the ſame 
conſtancy of regard, as the ſea-faring man obſerves his 
compaſs, Let us become as thoroughly acquainted: 
with this ſacred chart, as the pilot is with every truſty 
mark, that gives notice of a lurking rock ; and with e- 
rery open road, that yields a ſafe paſſage into the port. 
Above all, let us commit ourſelves to this infallible - 
guidance, with the ſame implicit reſignation ; let us. 
conform our conduct to it's exalred precepts, with the 
ſame ſedulous care; as the children of Vrael, when ſo- 
journing in the trackleſs defart,. followed the pillar of 
fre, and the motions of the miraculous cloud. —So, will 
it introduce us, not into an earthly Cauaan, flowing 
with milk and honey; but into an inmartal paradiſe, 
where is the fulneſs of joy, and where are pleaſures for 
evermore. It will introduce us into thoſe happy, hap- 
py regions, where eur /un all no, more go down, nor our 
moon withdraw itſelf ; for the LORD ſhall be our ever- 
laſting light, and the days of our mourning, together with 
the fatigues of our pilgrimage, Hall be ended. 

I perceive à great variety, in the ſize and ſplendor 
of thoſe gems of heaven. Some, are of the firſt mag- 
nitude ; others, of an inferior order. Some glow, with 
intenſe flames ; others glimmer, with fainter beams. 
Yet, all are beautiful; all have their peculiar luſtre, and 
diſtinct uſe; all tend, in their different degrees, to ena- 
mel the cope of heaven, and embroider the robe of 
vight,—'This circumſtance is remarked by an author, 
whoſe ſentiments are a ſource of wiſdom, and the very 

. ſtandard 


2 in K. 20, 
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ſtandard of truth. One ſtar, ſays the apoſtle to the 
« Gentiles, differeth from another ſtar in glory: So ally 


is the reſurrection of the dead.“ 

In the world above, are various degrees of happineſs, 
various feats of hanaur. Some wilLriſe to more illuſtti. 
ous diſtinctions, and richer joys . Some, like veſſels 
of ample capacity, will admit more copious acceſſions 
of light and excellence. Yet, there will be no want, 
no deficiency, in any; but a fulneſs both of divine (a. 
tistactions, and perſonal perfections. Bach will enjoy all 
the good; and be adorned with all the glory; that his 
heart can wiſh, or his condition receive. None will 
know what it is to envy. Not the leaſt malevolence, 
nor the leaſt ſelfiſhneſs, but everlaſting friendſhip pre. 


| vails, and a mutual complacency in each other's delight, 
Love, cordial love, will give every particular faint, a 


participation of all the fruitions + ; which are diffuſed 
through. the whole aſſembly of the bleſſed. No one 
eclipſes, but each.reflects light upon his brother. A ſweet 
interchange of rays ſubſiſts; all enlightened by the 
great fountain,. and all enlightening one another, By 
which reciprocal communication of pleaſure and amity, 
each will be continually receiving from, each inceſſantly 
adding to, the general felicity. 

Happy, ſupremely happy they, who are admitted into 
the celeſtial manſions. Better to be a door-keeper in 
thoſe ivory palaces t, than to fill the moſt gorgeous 


' throne on earth. The very loweſt place at Gov's 


right-hand, is diſtinguiſhed honour, and conſummate 
bliſs.—O-!. that we may, in. ſome meaſure, anticipate 


that beatific ſtate, while we remain in our baniſhment 
| below: 


1 Cor, xv. 41, 42. The great Mr. Mede prefers the ſenſe here 
given; and the, learned Dr. Hammond admits it, into his paraphrale. 
Whoſe joint authority, though far from ex eluding any other, yet ls 
a fafticient warrant for tis application of the words. a 


+ Tolle invidiam, S tuum eft quod habeo : Tolle jnvidiam, & nen 


of quod habes.., AUGUSTINE. 
T Pal. X. 8. 
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below! May we, 6y rejoicing in the ſuperior proſperity 
of another, make it our own / And, provided the gene 
ral reſult is harmony, be content, be pleaſed, with what - 
ſoever part is aſſigned to our ſhare, in the univerſal 
choir of affairs. | 


While I am conſidering the heavenly bodies, I muſt 
not intirely forget thoſe fundamental laws of our mo- 
dern aſtronomy, projection and attraction. One of which 
is the all- combining cement, the other is the ever ope- 
native ſpring, of the mighty frame.— In the beginning, 
the all- creating F1aT impreſſed a proper degree of mo- 
tion, on each of thoſe whirling.orbs. Which, if not 
controuled, would have carried them on, in ſtrait lines, 
and to endleſs lengths ; till they were even loſt, in the 
abyſs of ſpace. But, the gravitating property, being 
added to the prejectile force, determined their courſes to 
a circular * form; and obliged the reluctant rovers, to 
perform their deſtined rounds, Were either of thoſs 
cauſes to ſuſpend their action, all the harmoniouſly mov- 
ing ſpheres would be diſconcerted. - Would degenerate 
into ſluggiſh inactive maſſes ; and, falling into the cen- 
tral fire, be burnt to aſhes. Or elſe, would exorbitate 
into wild confuſion ; and each, by the rapidity of it's 
whirl, be di/ipated into atoms. But, the impulſive and 
attractive energy, being moſt nicely attempered to each 

| „ © 


lam aware, the planetary orbits are not ſtrictly circular, but ra- 
ther elliptical, However, as they are but a ſmall remove from the 
perfectly round figure; and partake of it incomparably more, than the 
traetories of the comets; I chooſe to repreſent the thing in this 
view, Eſpecially, becauſe the notion of a circle, is fo much more in- 
flligible to the generality of readers, than that af an ellipfis ; and be 
cauſe I Jaid it down for a rule, not to admit any fuch e ſenti- 
ment, or diffcu/t expreſſion, as ſhould demand a painful attention, in- 
ead of an agreeable idea. For which reaſon, I have avoided 
technical terms; have taken no notice of Fupiter's ſatellities, or Sa- 
turn's ring; have not ſo much as mentioned the names of the planets, 
nor attempted to wade into any depths of the fcience. Leſt to thoſe 
who have no rtunity of uſing the teleſcope, or of acquainti 
themſelves with a ſyſtem of aſtronomy, I ſhould prop und riddles, wa- 


der than diſplay entertaining and edifying truths, 
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other; and, under the immediate operation of the At. 
mighty, exerting themſelves in perpetual concert; the 
various globes run their radiant races, without the leaf 
interruption, or the leaſt deviation: So as to create the 
alternate changes of day and night, and diftribure the 
uſeful viciffitudes of /acteeding ſeaſons So as to anſwer 
all the great ends of a gracious providence, and procure 
every comfortable convenience for univerfal nature, 


Does not this conſtitution of the material, very na. 
turally lead the thoughts, to thoſe grand principles of 
the moral and devotional world, fairh and love? 
Theſe are often celebrated by the inſpired apoſtle, as a 
comprehenſive ſummary of the goſpel *. Theſe inſpi. 
rit the breaſt, and regulate the progreis, of each private 
chriſtian. Theſe unite the whole congregation of the 
faithful to God, and one another. To Gov, the great 
centre, in the bonds of gratitude and devotion : to one 
another, by a reciprocal intercourſe of brotherly affec- 
tions, and friendly offices. If you'aſk ; Why is it im- 
poſſible for the true believer, to live at all adventures 
to fagnate in floth, or habitually to deviate from duty? 
We anſwer ; It is owing to © his faith, working by 
love +.” He aſſuredly truſts, that Carisr has 
ſuſtained the infamy, and endured the torment, due to 
his ſins. He firmly relies on that divine propitiation, 
for the pardon of all his guilt ; and humbly expects ever- 
laſting ſalvation, as the purchaſe of his Saviour's merits, 
This produces ſuch a ſpirit of ' gratitude, as refines his 
inclinations, and animates his whole behaviour. He 
cannot, he cannot run to exceſs of riot ; becauſe low 
to his adorable Redeemer, like a ſtrong, but ſilken curd, 
ſweetly reſtrains him. He cannot, he cannot lie lulled in 
a lethargic indolence; becaufe love to the ſame infinite 
benefactor, like a pungent, but endearing Spur, pla- 
ſingly excites him. In a word; faith ſupplies the 
. | powerful 

V Col. i. 4 Philem. ver. . + Gal 2: 6 
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powerful impulſe, while love gives the determining bi- 
a6; and leads the willing feet, through the whole circle 
of God's commandments. By the united efficacy of 
theſe keawvendy graces, the chriſtian conduct is preſerved, 
in the uniformity and beauty of holineſs; as by the 
blended power of thoſe Nenutonian principles, the ſolar ſyſ- 
tem revolyes, in a ſteady and magnificent regularity, 

How admirable, how extenſive, how diverſified, is 
the force of this ſingle principle, Attraction This 


LS 4 —W >» —— _— 3 2 2 


. penetrates the very eſſence of all bodies, and diffuſes it- 

ſelf to the remoteſt limits of the mundane ſyſtem.— By 
f this, the worlds impreſſed with motion, hang elfe ba- 
WH larced on their centres ; and, though orbs of immenſe 
4 magnitude, require nothing, but this amazing proper- 
„. for their ſupport.— o this we aſcribe a phænome- 
bon, of a very different kind, the ↄrgſure of the atmoſ- 
0 phere. Which, tbough a yielding and expanſive fluid; 
et conſtipated by an attractive energy; ſurrounds the 

vhole globe, and incloſes every creature, as it were with 


a tight bandage. An expedient this, abſolutely neceſ- 
ary to preſerve the texture of our bodies; and indeed, 
to maintain every ſpecies of animal exiſtence.— Attrac- 
tion ! Urged by this wonderful impetus, the rizers cir- 
culate, copious and unintermitted, among all the na- 
tions of the earth: ſweeping with rapidity down the 
lteeps, or ſoftly ebbing through the phains. .Impelled 
dy the ſame myſterious force, the nutritious juices are de- 
tached from the ſoil ; and, aſcending the trees, find 
their way through millions of the fineſt meanders, in 
order to transfuſe vegetative life into all the branches. 
—This confines the ocean, within proper bounds. Tho“ 
the waves thereof roar ; though they toſs themſelves, 
vith all the madneſs of indignant rage; yet, checked 
dy this potent, this inevitable curb, they are unable to 
pals even the ſlighteſt barrier of fand. To this the moun- 

: iGins 


® I mean the attraction both of Gravitation and Coleen. 
4 Ponderibus librata ſuis. | 
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tains owe that unſhaken firmneſs, which laughs at th 
 * ſhock of careering winds ; and bids the tempeſt, with 
all it's mingled horrors, impotently rave.—By virtue of 
this inviſible mechaniſm ; without the aid of crane 6 
pulley, or any inſtrument of human device; many thou. 
ſand tons of water are raiſed, every moment, into the 
regions of the firmament, By this, they continu 
ſuſpended in thin air, without any capacious ciſtern, to 
contain their ſubſtance ; or any maſly pillars, to ſuſtain 
their weight. By this ſame variouſly acting power, they 
return to the place of their native refidence ; 4#illed in 
gentle falls of dew, or precipitated in impetuous ſhower 
of rain. They ide into the fields in fleecy flights of 
ſnow, or are darted upon the houſes in clattering ſtorms 
of hail.— This occaſions the ſtrong cobefon of ſolid 
bodies. Without which, our large machines could er. 
ert themſelves with no vigour ; and the nicer utenſils o 
life, would elude our expectations of ſervice. This af. 
fords a foundation, for all thoſe delicate or noble me- 
chanic arts; which furniſh mankind with numberleſs 
conveniencies both of ornament and delight. —LIn ſhort; 
this is the prodigious Sallaſt, which compoſes the equi 
librium, and conſtitutes the ſtability of things: this, 
the great chain, which forms the connections of uni 
verſal nature; and the mighty engine, which prompts 
facilitates, and, in good meaſure, accompliſhes all! 
operations. — What complicated effects, from a ſingle 
cauſe *! What profuſion, amidſt frugality ! An un 
known profulion of benefits, with the utmoſt frugali 

of expence ! | 
And what #s this attraction? Ts it a quality, in it 
exiſtence, inſeparable from matter; and, in it's acting 
independent on the DEITY ?— Quite the reverſe. | 
Is the very finger of Gop : the conſtant 1 
/ I; 


* 


* See another remarkable inſtance of this kind, in the Rafe ü 
en a Flover-Garden, page 99.— together with a fing obſervation, 4: 
ted in the correſponding note. X 
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divine power : a principle, neither innate in matter, 
nor intelligible by mortals. —Does it not, however, beat 


gracious operations of the bleſſed Spirit, thus extenſive 
thus admirable, thus various &— That Almighty Being 
annſmits his gifts, through every age; and communt- 
eates his graces, to every adherent on the Redeemer, 
All, either of illuſtrious memory, or of beneficial ten- 
dency; in a word, ** all the good that is done upon 
« earth, He doth it himſelf.” Strong in is aid, and in 
the power of his might, the faints of all times, have trod 
vice under their feet; have triumphed over this abject 
world; and converſed in heaven, while they dwelt on 
earth. Net 1, But the grace of GOD which was with 
ne, is the unanimous acknowledgment of them all. 
By the ſame Kindly ſuccours, the whole church is ſtill 
of Ml enlightened, quickened, and governed. Through his 
denign influences, the ſcales of ignorance, fall from the 
underſtanding ;3 the leproſy, of evil concupiſcence, is 
purged from the will; and the fetters, the more than 
adamantine fetters of habitual iniquity, drop off from 
the converſation, He breathes eyen upon dry bones +, 
and they live : they are animated with faith ; they pant 
vith ardent and heavenly deſire ; they exerciſe them- 
ſelves in all the duties of godlineſs.— His real; though 
ſecret, inſpiration, diſſolves the flint in the impenitent 
breaſt ; and binds up the ſorrows, of the broken heart. 
Raiſes. the thoughts high, in the elevations of holy 
hope; yet lays them low, in the humiliations of inward 
abaſement. Steelt the ſoul with impenetrable reſoluti- 
on, and perſeyering fortitude ; at the ſame time, ten 
it into a dove-like meekneſs, and melis it in penitentiał 


brrow, | 
Gg When 
1 Cor. xv. 10. * 


+ See that beautiful piece of ſaerod and allegorical imagery diſplay 
, ret. xxxvth, © | ©. 


a conſiderable analogy to the agency of the HOLY 
GHOST, in the chriſtian ceconomy ? Are not the. 
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When I contemplate thoſe ample and magnificent 
ſtructures, erected over all the zthereal plains:— When 
I look upon them as ſo many ſplendid repoſitories of 
light, or fruitful abodes of life: — When I remember, 
that there may be other orbs, vaſtly more remote, than 
thoſe which appear to our unaided ſight ; orbs, whoſe 
effulgence, though travelling ever ſince the creation, i 
not yet arrived upon our coaſts * :!—When I ſtretch my 
thoughts to the innumerable orders of heing, which in. 
habit all thoſe ſpacious ſyſtems ; from the /oftie/t ſeraph, 
to the loweſt reptile ; from the armies of angels, which 
ſurround the throne of Jenovan ; to the puny na 
tions, which tinge with blue the ſurface of the plum +, 
or mantle the ſtanding pool with green :—How various 
appear the links in this immenſe chain ! How vaſt the 
gradations, in this univerſal ſcale of exiſtence ! Yet all 
theſe, though ever ſo vaſt and various, are the work of 
Gop's hand, and are full of his preſence. 


He 


If this conjecture (which has no leſs a perſon than the cele- 
brated Mr. Huygens for it's author) concerning unſren ftars, be true 
If, to this obfervation, be added, what is affirmed by our ſkilful 
aſtronomers ; that the motion of the rays of light is ſo ſurprizingy 
fewift, as to paſs through ten millions of miles in a fingle minute 
How vaſt! beyond imagination vaſt and unmeaſurable, are the ſpaces 
of the univerſe !—-While the mind is diſtended with the grand ide; 
or rather, while ſhe is diſpatching her ableſt powers of piercing judg- 
ment, and excurſive fancy; and finds them all drop fort; all bat- 
fled by the amazing ſubjet: Permit me to apply that ſpirited excli- 
mation, and noble remark KEE : 


— —ꝓ—ę—⁵— Say, proud arch, a 
Built with divine ambition; in diſdain 
Of limit built; built in the taſte of heavn! 
Vaſt concave! ample dome! Waſt thou deſign'd 
A meet apartment for the Dz1Ty ? a 
Not fo: that thought alone thy ftate impairs : 
Thy tofty ſinks ; and ſhallows thy profaund; ; 
And ſtreightens thy diffuſive. Night-Thoughts, No. IX. 


1 + Ev'n the blue down the purple plum ſurrounds, 
A living world, thy failing fight confounds, ; 
To Him a peopled habitation ſhews, 
Where millions taſte the bounty Gop beſtows. 


Cee @ beautiful and inſtructive Poem, flilede=D317%« 
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He rounded in his palm thoſe dreadfully large globes, 
which are pendulous in the vault of heaven. He kin- 
dled thoſe aſtoniſhingly bright fires, which fill the fir- 
mament with a flood of glory. By him they are ſu- 
bended in fuid æther, and cannot be ſhaken : by him 
they diſpenſe a perpetual tide of beams, and are never 
WH exhauſted. —He formed, with inexpreſſible nicety, that 
delicately fine collection of tubes; that unknown mul- 
Wl tiplicity of ſubtle ſprings ; which organize, and actuate, 
me frame of the minuteſt inſet. He bids the crimſon 
. WH current roll; the vital movements play; and affociates a 
world of wonders, even in an anima/cd point *,——In all 
s Wl theſe, is a ſignal exhibition of creating power; to all 
e theſe, are extended, the ſpecial regards of preſerving 
11 i goodneſs. From hence, let me learn to rely on the 
of Wl providence, and to revere the preſence, of the ſupreme 
Majeſty, : | 
To rely on his providence.—For, amidſt that incon- 
ceivable number and variety of beings, which ſwarm 
through the regions of creation, not one is overlooked, 
not one is neglected, by the great omnipotent cauſe of 
all. However inconſiderable in it's character, or dimi- 
nutive in it's ſize, it is ſtill the production of the univer- 


ces 
— fal Maker, and belongs to the family of the Almighty 
| v | G g 2 Father. 


* There are living creatures, abundantly ſmaller than the mite. 
Mr. Bradley, in his Treatiſe on Gardening, mentions an inſect, which, 
after accurate examination, he found to be a thouſand times le than 
the /eaft viſible grain of ſand. Yet ſuch an inſet, though quite im- 
perceptible to the naked eye, is an elephant, is a whale, compared 
vith other animalcules almoſt infinitely more minute, diſcovered b 
Mr. Lewenkoeck.—1f we conſider the ſeveral limbs, which compo 
ſach an organized particle: the different muſcles, which actuate ſuch 
a ſet of limbs: the flow of ſpirits, incomparably more attenuated, 
which put thoſe muſcles in motion: the various fluids which circu- 
lite: the different ſecretions, which are performed: together with 
tne peculiar minuteneſs of the ſolids, before they arrive at their full 
growth ; not to mention other more aſtoniſting modes of diminution: 
ure, we ſhall have the utmoſt reaſon to acknowledge, that the a- 
bred Maker is— MAXIMUS IN MININ4s ; greatly glorious even in 


[Te BH % works, 
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Father.— What? though inthroned archangels, enjoy 
the /miles of his countenance ! Vet, the low inhabitants 
of earth, the moſt deſpicable worms of the ground, are 
not excluded from his providential care. Though the 
manifeſtation of his perfections, is vouchſafed to holy 
and intellectual eſſences; his ear is open, to the cries 
of the young raven. His eye is attentive, to the wants, 
and to the welfare, of the very meaneſt births of na. 
ture. How much leſs then, are his own people diſte. 
garded ? Thoſe, for whom he has delivered his beloved 
Son to death, and for whom he has prepared habitations 
of eternal joy. They diſregarded! No. TRE are 
«« kept as the apple of an eye.” The very hairs of 
their head are all numbered, The fondeſt mother may 
forget the infant, that is “ dandled upon her knees,“ 
and ſucks at her breaſt®* ; much fooner than the Father 

of 


—— 
| 


* Ta. xlix. 15. Can a woman forget her ſucking child, that /ie firuld Wl © 
wot have — 2 on the ſon of her womb Tra, they may forget; yet | 
will I not forget tee. How delicate and expreſſive are the images, in 
this charming ſcripture! How full of beauty, if beheld in a critical, 
how rich with conſolation, if confidered in a believing, view !—Cun 
a 2w-man? One of the ſofter ſex 3 whoſe nature is moſt impreſſible, 
and whoſe paſſions are remarkably tender Can ſuch a one, not bare- 
ly diſregard, but intirely forget 5 not ſuſpend her care for a while, but ( 
utterly eraſe the very memory — Of her c/i/d; her own child, not an- 7 
other*s ; a child, that was formed in her worm, and is a part of ber- 
ſ-1f?—Her /n; the more important, and therefore niore defixable 
ſpecies; to whom it peculiarly belongs to preſerve the name, and 
build up the family-—BHer only ſon; for the word is ſingular; and te- i 
fers to a caſe, where the offspring, not being numerous, but centered ' 
in a ſingle birth, muſt be productive of the fondeſt endearnient—Cn L 
ſhe diveſt herſelf of all concern for ſuch a child; not when he is grown 
np to maturity, or gone abroad from her houſez but, while he con- 
tinues in an infantile ſtate; and muſt owe his whole ſafety to he: 
kind attendance; while he lies in her boſom, reſts on her arm, and 
even ſucks at her breaſt ? Eſpecially, if the poor innocent be racke! 
with pala, or ſeized by ſome ſevere affliction; and ſo become an ob- 


. 6 F — TY — 


ject of compaſſion, as well as of love. Can ſhe hear it's piercing cries; * 
can ſhe ſee it all reſtleſs, all helpleſs under it's miſery ; and feel 12 yt 
emotions of parental pity ?—If ce ſuch monſter of inhumanity might D 
be found; could all (here the prophet, to give his compariſon the dt. a 


moſt energy, changes the ſingular number into the plural. It is 19 


gem eja, or gem ahh, but gem ale) could all mothers be fo — 
ner 
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of everlaſting compaſſions can di/centinue, or remit, his | 
watchful tenderneſs to his people—his children—his 
heirs. « 

Let this teach me alſo a more lively ſenſe of the 4- 
dine preſence— All the rolling worlds above; all the liv- 
ing atoms below; together with all the beings that in- 
terrene, betwixt theſe wide extremes; are vouchers for 
an ever-preſent Deity. Gop has not left himſelf 
« without witneſs.” The marks of his, footiteps are 
evident in every place, and the touches of his finger 
diſtinguiſhable in every creature. Thy name is /o nigh, 
O thou all-ſupporting, all-informing Lox d; 4 
« that do thy wondrous works declare *.. Thy goodneſs 
« warms in the morning ſun, and refreſhes in the even- 
ing breeze. Thy glory ſhines in the lamps of mid- 
Wight, and ſmiles in the bloſſoms of ſpring. We ſee 

«a trace of thy incomprehenſible grandeur, in the 

4 i © Soundie/s extent of things; and a fetch of thy exqui- 
* ſite ſkill, in thoſe almoſt evane/cent ſparks of life, 
„(the inſect race.“ —How ſtupid is this heart of mine, 
u that, amidſt ſuch a multitude of remembrancers, throng- 
„e on every ſide, I ſhould forget thee a ſingle momegt! 
rant me, thou great I AM; thou: ſource, and: ſup- 
- WH port, of univerſal exiſtence -O! grant me an enlighten- 
„d eye, to-di/cern thee in every object; and a devout 
beart, to adore thee on every occaſion. Inſtead of liv- 
„is without God in the world; may I be eyer with: 
„lim, and. ſee all things full of him! 


n- — — The glitt'ring ſtars, 


nue deep ear of meditation heard. | 
. . Still 
ba 


irrer This, ſure, cannot be ſuſpected, need not be feared. Much 
na (ls need the true believer be apprehenſive of the failure of my kind- 
hb: . An univerſal extin&ion of thoſe ſtrongeſ affections of nature, 


its u more ſuppoſeable caſe; than that I ſhould ever be unmindful of 
0: BN Ps people, or regardleſs of their intereſts. - | 


af , 3 0 * Pſal. Ixxv. 2. 
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Still in their midnight watches ſing of HIM. 
. He nods a calm. The tempeſt blows his wrath. 

The thunder is his voice; and the red flaſh 

His ſpeedy ſword of juſtice. At his touch 

Ihe mountains flame, He ſhakes the ſolid earth, 

And rocks the nations, Nor in theſe alone, 
In ev'ry common inflance God is ſeen, | 

TromsoN's Spring, 


If the beautiful ſpangles, which a clear night pours | 
on the beholder's eye: if thoſe other fires, which beam | 
in remoter ſkies ; and are diſcoverable only by, that re- 
velation to the ſight, the teleſcope : if all thoſe 4riglr MI 
millions, are ſo many fountains of day; enriched with e 
native and independent luſtre ; illuminating planets, WM: 
and enlivening ſyſtems of their own®* : what pomp, lM; 
how majeſtic and ſplendid, is diſcloſed in the midnight . 
ſcene !” What riches are diſſeminated, through all thoſe 
numberleſs provinces of the great Jexovan's empire! 
Grandeur beyond expreſſion !—Yet, there is not the 
meaneſt ſlave, but carries greater wealth in his own bo- 
ſom, poſſeſſes ſuperior dignity in his own perſon The 
foal, that informs his clay ;—the ſoul, that teaches him 
to think, and enables him to chooſe ; that qualifies 
him to reliſh rational pleaſure, and to breathe ſublime A 
defire+ ;—the ſoul that is endowed with ſuch noble fa- 4 
culties; and, above all, is diſtinguiſhed with the areadſul, 
the glorious capacity, of being pained or bleſſed, for ever A 
— this ſoul ſurpaſſes in worth, whatever the eye can fee; 
| what- 


# Conſult with reaſon, reaſon will reply, 

Fach lucid point, which glows in yonder ſky, 

Informs a fftem in the boundleſs ſpace, 

— — fills, with glory, it's appointed place - 
Witch beams unborrow'd, brightens other ſkies, _ 
And worlds, to thee unknown, with heat and life ſupplies. 
6 7 Nie Univerſe 
+ In this reſpect, as veſted with ſuch capacities, the ſoul even af 

fallen men, has an unqueſtiogable greatneſs apd dignity ; is r 
though in ruin. 
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whatever, of material, the fancy can imagine. Before 
one ſuch intellectual being, all the treaſure, and all the- 
magnificence of unintelligent creation, becomes poor 
and contemptible . For this ſoul, omnipotence itſelf 
has waked, and worked, through every age. To can- 
vince this ſoul, the fundamental laws of nature have- 
deen controuled ; and the moſt amazing: miracles, have: 
alarmed all the ends of the earth. 'To-1ftrud this ſoul, 
the wiſdom of heaven has been transfuſed into the ſa- 
cred page; and miſſionaries have been ſent from the 
great King, who reſides in light unapproachable. To. 
andi this ſoul, the Almighty Comforter takes the 
wings of a dove; and, with a ſweet transforming influ- 
ence, broods on the human. heart. And O! to-redeem- 
this ſoul from guilt ; to reſcue it from hell; the heaven- 
of heavens was bowed, and Gov himſelf came down. to- 
dwell in duſt. : 


| Let me pauſe, a while, upon this important ſubject. 
What are the ſchemes, which engage the attention of 
eminent ſtateſmen, and mighty monarchs, compared 
vith the grand intereſts of an immortal ſoul ? The ſup- 
port of commerce, and the ſucceſs of armies, though 
extremely weighty affairs; yet, if laid in the balance 
zpainſt the ſalvation of a ſoul, are lighter than the 
downy feather, poiſed. againſt talents. of gold. To 
de a navy from fipwreck, or a kingdom from ſavery, 
re deliverances of the moſt momentous nature, which 
the tranſactions of mortality can admit. But O! how , 


4 they 


I beg leave to tranſcribe a pertinent paſſage, from that celebrated 
Raſter of reaſon, ' and univerſal literature, Dr. Bentley; whom no one 
tan be tempted to ſuſpect, either tinctured with enthuſiaſm, or warp- 
ed to bigotry. If we conſider, ſays he, the dignity of an intelli- 
* gent being, and put that in the ſcale againſt brute and inanimate * 
"matter, we may affirm, without overvaluing human nature, that 
" the ſoul of one virtuous and religious man is of greater worth and 
_ excellency, than the ſun, and his planets, and all the ſtars in the 


word.“ 4 | 
See his Sermons at Beyle's Lect. No. 8. 
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they ſhrink into an inconfiderable trifle, if (their aſpe& 
upon immortality forgot) they are ſet in competition 
with the delivery of a fingle ſoul, from the anguiſh and 


| Horrors of a diſtreſſed eternity * / 


Is fiich the importance of the ſoul ! What vigilance 
then can be zo much; or rather what holy ſolicitude can 
be /ufficient ; for the overſeers of the Saviour's flock, 
and the guardians of this great, this yenerable, this 
invaluable charge ?—Since, ſuch is the importance of 
the ſoul ; wilt thou not, O man, be watchful for the 
preſervation of thy own ? Shall every caſual incident, 
awaken thy concern ; every tranſitory toy, command 
thy regard ? And ſhall the welfare of thy ſoul, a work 
of continual occurrence; a work of endleſs conſe. 
quenee ; ſue, in vain, for thy ſerious care ?—Thy 
foul, tby foul, is thy all. If this be /ecured, thou art 
greatly rich, and wilt be unſpeakably happy. If this 
be ot, a whole world acquired, will leave thee in po- 
verty ; and all it's delights enjoyed, will abandon thee 


to miſery, 


1 have often been charmed, and awed, at the fight 
of the nocturnal heavens ; even before I Knew how to 
conſider them, in their proper circumſtances of majeſty 
and beauty. Something, like magic, has ſtruck my mind, 
on a tranſient and unthinking ſurvey of the æthereal 
vault ; tinged throughout with the pureſt azure, and 
decorated with innumerable ſtarry lamps. I have felt, 
1 know not what, powerful and aggrandizing impulſe; 
which ſeemed to ſnatch me from the low intanglements 
of vanity, and prompted an ardent ſigh for /ublimer 
objects. Methought, I heard, even from the ſilent 
ſpheres, a commanding call, to ſpurn the abject earth, 


and pant after unſeen delights, —Henceforward, I hope 
5 : to 
Not all yon luminaries quench'd at once 
Were half ſo ſad, as one benighted mind, 
Which gropes for happineſs, and meets deſpair. 

| Night Thoughts, No. IX, 
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to imbibe more copiouſly, this moral emanation of the 
ſkies ; when, in ſome ſuch manner as the preceding, 
they are rationally ſeen, and the ſight is duly improv- 
ed. The ſtars, I truſt, will teach as well as Sine; and 
help to diſpel, both nature's gloom, and my intellec- 
tual darkneſs. To ſome people, they diſcharge no 
better a ſervice, than that of holding a flambeau to 
their feet, and ſoftening the horrors of their night. 
To me and my friends, may they act as miniſters of a 
ſuperior. order ; as counſellors of wiſdom, and guides 
to happineſs ! Nor will they fail to execute this nobler 
office, if they gently light our way, into the knowledge 
of their adored Maker ; if they point out with their 
ilver rays, our path to his beatific preſence. 


I gaze, I ponder. I ponder, I gaze; and think in- 
effable things.—I roll an eye of awe and admiration. 
Again and again I repeat my raviſhed views; and can 
never ſatiate either my curioſity, or my inquiry. 1 
ſpring my thoughts into this immenſe field, till even 
fancy tires upon her wing. I find wonders, ever new 3 
wonders, more and more amazing.—Yet, after all my pre- 
ſent inquiries, what a mere nothing do I know; by all 
my future ſearches, how /it:/e ſhall T be able to learn; 
of thoſe vaſtly diſtant ſuns, and their circling retinue of 
worlds ! Could I pry with Newton's piercing ſagacity, 
or launch into his extenſive ſurveys : even then, my 
apprehenſions would be little better, than thoſe dim and 
ſcanty images, which the mole, juſt emerged from her 
cavern, receives on her feeble optic.-—This, ſure, ſhould 
repreſs all impatient or immoderate ardor to pry into 
the ſecrets of the ſtarry ſtructures; and make me more 
particularly careful, to cultivate my heart. To fathom 
the depths of the divine eſſence ; or to ſcan univerſal 
nature, with a critical exactneſs; is an attempt, which 
ſets the acuteſt philoſopher, very nearly on a level. with bs 
dice, Since it is almoſt, if not altogether, as imprac- 
licable by the former, as by the latter. 

Be 
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Be it, then, my chief ſtudy, not to purſue, what i 
abſolutely unattainable; but rather to ſeek, what is ob- 
vious to find; eaſy to be acquired; and of ineſtimable 
advantage, when poſſeſſed. O! let me ſeek 7hat cha- 
rity, which edifieth“; that faith, which purifieth. Love, 
humble love, not conceited ſcience, keeps the door of 
heaven. Faith, a child-like faith in Jesvs ; not the 
haughty ſelf-ſufficient ſpirit, which ſcorns to be ignorant 
of any thing ; preſents a key + to thoſe abodes of bliſs, 
— This preſent ſtate, is the ſcene deſtined to the exe. 
ciſt of devotion ; the inviſible world, is the place ap. 
pointed for the enjoyment of knowledge. There, the 
dawn of our infantile minds, will be advanced to the 
maturity of perfect day; or rather, there our midnight 
ſnades, will be brightened into all the luſtre of noon. 


There, the ſouls which come from the ſchool of faith, 


and bring with them the principles of love, will dwell 
in light itſelf ; will be obſcured with no darkneſs at all; 
will know, even as they are known t.—Such an ac- 
quaintance, therefore, do I deſire to form, and to carry 
on ſuch a correſpondence, with the heavenly bodies; as 
may ſhed a benign influence on the ſeeds of grace, im- 
planted in my breaſt. Let the exalted tracts of the fir. 

mament, 


® 1 Cor. viii. 1. I need not inform my reader, that in this text; 
in that admirable chapter, 1 Cor. xiii. and in various other paſſages 
of Scripture; the word c4arity ſhould by no means be confined to the 
peculiar act of alms=giving, or external beneficence. It is of a much 
more exalted and extenſive nature. It ſignifies that divinely precious 
grace, which warms the ſoul with ſupreme love to Gop, and enlarges 
it with diſintereſted affection for men. Which renders it the reign» 
ing care of the life, and chief delight of the heart, to promote the 
happineſs of the one, and the glory of the other.-This, this, is that 
charity, of which ſo many excellent things are every wnere ſpoken. 
Which can never be too highly extolled, or too earneſtly coveted, 
ſince it is the image of Gop, and the very ſpirit of heaven. 


＋ The Righteouſneſs of Cyn1sT. This is what Milton beautifully 


ſtiles; 


— — The golden key, 
That opes the palace of eternity. 


S x Cor. xiii. 12. 
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mament, ſink my ſoul into deep humiliation. Let thoſe 
eternal fires, kindle in my heart an adoring gratitude, to 
their almighty Sovereign. Let yonder ponderous and 
enormous globes, which reſt on his ſupporting arm ; 
teach me an «nſhaken affiance, in their incarnate Maker. 
Then ſhall I be—if not wiſe as the aſtronomical adept, 
yet wis E UNTO SALVATION. 


Having now walked and worſhipped, in this ani ver- 
ſal temple, that is arched with ſkies ; emblazed with 
ſtars ; and extended even to immenſity——Having caſt an 
eye, like the enraptured patriarch* ; an eye of reaſen 
and devotion, through the magnificent ſcene. With the 
former, having diſcovered an infinitude of worlds ; and 
with the latter, having met the Deity in every view— 
Having beheld, as Mo/es in the flaming buſh, a glimpſe, 
of JEHovan's excellencies ! reflected from the ſeveral 
planets, and ſtreaming from myriads of celeſtial lumi- 
naries—Having read various leſſons, in that ſtupendous 
beat of wi/dom +, where unmeaſurable ſheets of azure 
compoſe the page; and orbs of radiance write, in ever- 
laſting characters, a comment on our creed—W hat re- 
mains, but that I cloſe the midnight ſolemnity, as our 
Lox p concluded his grand ſacramental inſtitution, with 
a ſong of praiſe — And behold a hymn, ſuited to the 
ſublime occaſion ; indited by t inſpiration itſelf ; tranſ- 
ferred into our language, by $ one of the happieſt efforts 
of human ingenuity. 


The ſpacious firmament on high, 
With all the blue zthereal ſky, 
And ſpangled heavens, a ſhining frame, 
Their great original proclaim : 
The 


Gen. xv. 5. 


+ — — For heaven 
Is as che book of Gop before thee ſet, 
Wherein to read his wond'rous works, MLT. 


1 Paal. Lx. & App1z0N, Spec., Vol. VI. No. 465. 
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Th' unweary'd ſun from day to day, 
Does his Creator's pow'r diſplay; ” 
And publiſhes, to ev'ry land, 

The work of an Almighty Hand. 


; . Soon as the ev'ning ſhades prevail, 
The moon takes up the wond'rous tale; 
And nightly to the liſt'ning earth, 
Repeats the ſtory of he? birth : 

While all the ſtars, that round her burn, 
And all the planets in their turn, 
Confirm the tidings as they roll, 

And ſpread the truth from pole to pole, 


What though, in ſolemn ſilence, all 
Move round the dark terreſtrial ball ? 
What though, no real voice nor ſound. 
Amid their radiant orbs be found ? 

In reaſon's ear they all rejoice, 
And utter forth a glorious voice, 
For ever ſinging as they ſhine, 
The hand that made us, is divine. 


— 
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TI derneſs and HIS love, are moſt eminently 
FS diſplayed. —In the vernal months, all is 
beauty to the eye, and muſic to the ear. The clouds 
drop fatneſs ; the air ſoftens into balm ; and flowers, 
in rich abundance, ſpring where-ever we tread, bloom 
where-ever we look. —Amidſt the burning heats of 
junmer, HE expands the leaves, and thickens the 
ſhades. He ſpreads the cooling arbor, to receive us; 
and awakes the gentle breeze, to fan us. The moſs 
ſwells into a couch, for the repoſe of our bodies; 
while the rivulet ſoftly rolls, and ſweetly murmurs, to 
ſooth our imagination.— In autumn, HIS bounty covers, 
the fields, with a profuſion of nutrimental treaſure ; 
and bends the boughs, with loads of delicious fruit. 
He furniſhes his hoſpitable board with preſent plenty, 
and prepares a copious magazine for future wants,— 
x. But, is it only in theſe ſmiling periods of the year, that 
Gop, the all-gracious Go, is ſeen ? Has winter, ſtern 
winter, no tokens of his preſence ? Yes ; all things are 
eloquent of his praiſe. ** His way is inthe whirlwind.” 
dtorms and tempeſts fulfil his word, and extol his power. q 
H h . Even 1 


My wa in the delightful ſeaſons, HIS ten- 
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Even piercing froſts bear witneſs to his goodneſs; while 
they bid the ſnivering nations, tremble at his wrath.— 
Be winter then, for a while, our theme . Perhaps, 
thoſe barren ſcenes, may be fruitſul of intellectual im. 
provement. Perhaps, that rigorous cold, which binds 
the earth in icy chains ; may ſerve to inlarge our hearts, 
and warm them with holy love. 


See! how the day is fortened — The ſun, detained in 
fairer climes, or engaged in more agreeable ſervices, 
riſes, like an unwilling viſitant, with tardy and reluQant 
ſteps. He walks, with a ſhy indifference, along the 
edges of the ſouthern ſky; caſting an oblique glance, 
he juſt looks upon our dejected world; and ſcarcely ſcat- 
ters light through the thick air. Dim is his appear- 
ance, languid are his gleams, while he continues. Or, 
if he chance to wear a brighter aſpect, and a cloudleſs 
brow; yet, like the young and pay in the houſe of 
mourning, be ſeems uneaſy, till he is gone; is in 
haſte to depart. And let him depart. Why ſhould we 
wiſh for his longer ſtay ; ſince he can ſhew us nothing, 
but the creation in diſtreſs? 'The flowery families lie 
dead, and the tuneful tribes are ſtruck dumb. The 
trees, ſtript of their verdure, and laſhed by ſtorms, 
ſpread their naked arms to the enraged and relentleſs 
heavens, Fragrance no longer floats in the air; but 
chilling damps hover, or cutting gales blow. Nature, 
diveſted of all her beautiful robes, ſits, like a forlorn 
diſconſolate widow, in her weeds. While winds, in 

doleful 

* A ſketch of this nature, I muſt acknowledge, is quite different 
from the ſubje& of the book ; and, I cannot but declare, was as far 
diſtant from the thoughts of the Author. But, the defire of ſeveral 

uaintance, together with an intimation of it's uſefulneſs, by a very 

olite letter from an unknown hand, prevailed with me to add a few 
deſcriptive touches, and improving hints, on what is ſo often experi- 
enced in theſe northern regions. 1 wy: the attempt I have made to 


oblige theſe Gentlemen, will obtain the approbation, or at leaſt the 
excuſe, of my other readers. | 
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doleful accents, howl ; and rains, in repeated ſhowers, 
weep. 

We regret not, therefore, the ſpeedy departuns of 
the day. When the room is hung with funeral black, 
and difinal objects are all around; who would defire to 
have the glimmering taper kept alive ? Which can only 
diſcover ſpectacles of forrow ; can only make the hor- 
ror viſible.— And, ſince this mortal life is little better 
than a continual conflict with fin, or an unremitted 
ſtruggle with miſery ; is it not a gracious ordination, 
which has reduced our age to a H Fourſcore years 
of trial, for the virtuous, are ſufficiently long ; and 
more than ſuch a term, allowed to the wicked, would 
render them beyond all meaſure vile. Our way to the 
kingdom of heaven lies through tribulations. Shall 
we then accuſe, ſhall we not rather % the providence, 
which has made the paſſage ſhort ? Soon, ſoon we croſs 
the vale of tears; and then arrive on the happy hills, 
where light for ever ſhines, where joy for ever ſmiles, 


Sometimes, the day is rendered ſhorter ſtill; is al- 
moſt blotted out from the year“. The vapours gather; 
they thicken into an impenetrable gloom ; and ob- 
ſcure the face of the ſky. Ar length, the rains deſcend. 
The fluices of the firmament are opened: and the 
low-hung clouds pour their congregated ſtages. Co- 
pious and unintermitted, ſtill they pour; and ſtill are 
unexhauſted. The waters drop inceſſantly from the 
eaves, and ruſh in rapid ſtreams from the ſpouts. They 
roar along the channelled pavements, and ſtand in foul 
ſhallows amidf the village-ſtreets. Now, if the inat- 
tentive eye, or negligent hand, has left the roof but 
ſcantily covered ; the infinuating element finds it's way 
into every flaw, and oozing through the cieling, at once 
upbraids and chaſtiſes the careleſs inhabitant, The 

- Hh 2 plough- 


®. Involvere Diem Nimbi & Nox Aumida Celum 
Abſtulit=- VII. 
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ploughman, ſoaked to the ſkin, leaves his half. tilled 
acre. The poor poultry, dripping with wet, croud into 
ſhelter. The tenants of the bough fold up their wings, 
afraid to launch into the ſtreaming air. The beaſts, 
joyleſs and difpirited, ruminate under their ſheds. The 
roads ſwim, and the brooks. ſwell.— The river, amidſt 
all this watry ferment, long contained itſelf within it's 
appointed bounds. But, ſwollen by innumerable cur. 
rents; and rouſed, at laſt, into uncontroulable rage; 
burſts over it's banks; ſhoots into the plain; bears down 
all oppoſition ; ſpreads itfelf far and wide; and burics 
the meadow under a brown, ſluggiſh, ſoaking deluge. 


How happy for man, that this inundation comes, 
when there are no flowery crops in the valley, to be 
overwhelmed ; no fields ſtanding thick with corn, to be 
laid waſte ! At /uch a juncture, it would have been ruis 
to the huſbandman and his family: but, thus timed, it 
yields manure for his ground, and promiſes him riches 
in reverſion.— How often, and how long, has the divine 
Majeſty bore with the moſt injurious affronts from ſin- 
ners! His goodneſs triumphed over their perverſeneſs, 
and graciouſly refuſed. to be exaſperated. But, O pre- 
ſumptuous creatures, multiply no longer your provoca- 
tions. Urge not, by repeated iniquities, the Almighty 
Arm to ſtrike ; leſt his long-ſuffering ceaſe, and his 
fierce anger break forth; break forth, like a flood of 
vaters, and ſweep you away, into jirrecoverable and 
everlaſting perdition. | ON, 

How mighty! how majeſtic Land O! how myſterious 
are thy works, thou GOD of heaven, and LORD 
of nature! When the air is calm, where ſleep the formy 
awinds ? In what chambers are they repoſed, or in what 
dungeons confined ! till thou art pleaſed to awaken 
their rage, and throw open their priſon- doors. Then, 
with irreſiſtible impetuoſity they fly forth, ſcattering 
dread, and menacing deſtruction. * 
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The atmoſphere is hurled into the moſt tumultuous 
confuſion. The areal torrent burſts it's way over 
mountains, ſeas, and continents. All things feel the 
dreadful ſhock. All things tremble before the furious 
blaſt, The foref, vexed and tore, groans under the 
ſcourge. Her ſturdy ſons are ftrained to the very root, 
and almoſt ſweep the ſoil, they were wont to ſhade. 
The ſtubborn oak, that diſdains ts bend, is daſhed head- 
long to the ground; and with ſhattered arms, with 
proſtrate trunk, blocks the road. While the flexile 
reed, that ſprings up in the marſh, yielding to the guſt 
(as the meek and plant temper, to injuries; or the re- 
fened and patient ſpirit, to misfortunes ;) eludes the 
force of the ſtorm, and ſurvives amidſt the wide-ſpread 
havock. 


For a moment, the turbulent and outrageous ſky, 
ſeems to be aſſwaged; but, it intermits it's wrath, 
only to increaſe it's ſtrength. Soon the ſounding 
ſquadrons of the air return to the attack, and renew 
their ravages with redoubled fury. The ſtately dome 
rocks, amidſt the wheeling clouds. The impregnable 
tower totters on it's baſts ; and threatens to overwhelm 
whom: it was intended to protect. The ragged rock 
u rent in pieces“; and even the hills, the perpetual 
bills, on their deep foundations are ſcarcely ſecure.— 
Where, now, is the place of ſafety ? When the city 
reels, and houſes become heaps ! Sleep affrighted flies. 
Diverſion ,is turned into horror. All is uproar in the 
element ; all is conſternation among mortals : and no- 


thing, but one wide ſcene of rueful devaſtation, through 


the land. —Yet, this is only an inferior miniſter of di- 
vine diſpleaſure. The executioner of milder indigna- 
tion. How then,—O ! howw wvill the lofty looks of man 
be humbled, and the haughtineſs of men be bowe 

Hh 3 don 


® 3 Kings ix. 12. 
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d' ; when the LORD GOD omnipotent thall' »e. 
ſilate terrer-—when he ſhall fet all his terrors in array: 


—when he ariſes to judge the nations, and to Hale 
terribly the earth! | 


The cceen ſwells: with tremendous commotions. 
The ponderous waves are heaved from their capacious 
bed, and almoſt lay bare the unfathomable deep. Flung 
into the moſt rapid agitation,. they fweep over the rocks; 
they laſh the lofty cliffs; and toſs themſelves into the 
clouds. Navies are rent from their anchors ; and, 
with all their enormous load, are whirled, fwift as the 
arrow, wild as the winds, along the vaſt abyſs.— 
Now, they climb the rolling mountain; they plough 
the frightful ridge, and ſeem to ſkim the ſkies. Anon, 
they plunge into the opening gulf; they loſe the ſight 
of day; and are loſt themſelves to every eye. How vain 
is the pilot's art! How impotent the mariner's ſtrength! 
They reel to and fro, and ſtagger in the jarring hold; 
or cling to the cordage, while burſting ſeas foam over 
the deck. Deſpair is in every face, and geath ſits 
threatening on every ſurge.— But why, O ye aſftoniſh- 
ed.mariners, ' why. ſhould you abandon yourſelves to 
deſpair? Is the LORD's hand Gortened, becauſe the 
waves of the ſea rage horribly ? Is his car deafened, by 
the roaring thunders, and the bellowing tempeſt? Cry,. 
ery unto HIM, who “ holdeth the winds in his = 

| | « and 
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ws Per genes humilis ſtravit pawor. 


Ong would almoſt imagine, that Virgil had read Iſaiah, and borrowed 
his ideas from chap. ii. ver. 11. The Aumilis and ſtravit of the one, 
ſd exactly correſpond with the—lumbled—bowed of the other. 
But, in one circumſtance, the-prophet is very much ſuperior to the 
poct. The prophet, by giving a ſtriking contraſt to his ſentiments, 
repreſents them with incomparably greater energy. He. fays not, mes 
in the groſs, or the human heart in. general: but men of the moſt 
«lated looks; hearts big with the moſt arrogant imaginations, Even 
:kcſe ſhall ſtoop from their ſupercilious heights ; even theſe ſhall grove! 
in the duſt of 2baſemcnt, and huddet with all the extremes of 42 ab- 
ic pufill aimity. 
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« and the waters in the hollow of his hand.” HE 
js all-gracious, to hear; and almighty, to ſave. IF 
HE command, the ſtorm ſhall be huſhed te ſilence :+ 
the billows ſhall ſubſide into a cam: the kghitnings 
ſhall lay their fiery bolts afide: and, inſtead of ſinking: 
in a watry grave, you res Lagrange ec 8 to 
the deſired haven! ©: / 721 


Sometimes, after a = dy, a Dn Mn ige 
fucceeds. —— The lazy, 10 pours had wove 
thick a veil, as the meridian ah Ne could ſcarcely pene-- 
tate. What gloom then muſt overwhelm the nocturnat 
hours ! the moon withdraws her ſtiining. Not a ſingle 
far, is able to ſtruggle'through'the deep arrangement 
of ſhades. All is pirchy aur Ineſi, without one entiven- 
mg ray. How ſolemm! how awful Tie Rke- the 
hroud of nature, or the return of chaos! 1 don't 
vonder that it is the parent of terrors, and ſo apt to 
ingender melancholy. Lately, the tempeſt marked it's 
rapid way with mi/chief; now, the 1 dreſſes het 
ſlent pavilion with Horror. 0 


I have /ometimes left the beaming + MP derben 
from the ruddy fire, and plunged. into the thickeſt & of 
theſe ſooty thades : without regretting. the change, 
rather exulting in it as a welcome deliveratice. The 
rery gloom was pleaſing, was exhitarating;' compared 
with the converfation, I quitted. The ſpeeeh of my 
companions (how does it grieve-me, that I ſhould even 
ince have occafion to call them by that name I) was the 
language of darkneſs: was horror to the ſoul; and tor- 
ture to the ear, —T heir” reerb avere ſpears and arrows; 
and their tongue i foarp wird, to ſtab and affaſſinate, 
their neighbour's character: Their throat wat an open 
fpulchre, gaping to devour the reputation of the inno- 
cent, or tainting the air with their virulent and polluted 
breath. — Sometimes, their licentious and ungovernable 
diſcourſe, mot arrows of profanene/s againſt heaven its 
felt; and, in proud defiance, - challenged: the reſent- 

ment 


ment of omnipotence.— Sometimes, as if it was the 
glory of human nature, to cheriſh the gro/e/ appetites 
of the brute; or the mark of a gentleman, to haye 
ſerved an apprenticeſhip in a brothel ; the filthieſt jeſts 
of the ſtews (if low ob/cexity can be a jeſt) were nau- 
ſeouſly obtruded on the company; All the modeſt part 
were offended and grieved ; while the other beſotted 
creatures laughed aloud, though the leprofy of un. 
cleannefs appeared on their lips.—Are not theſe perſons 
priſoners of darkneſs ; though blazing ſconces, pour arti. 
ficial day, through their rooms ? Are not their ſouls 
immured in the moſt baleful ſhades ; though the 
noon-tide ſun is brightened, by flaming on their gild. 
ed chariots ?—They diſcern not that great and adorable 
Being, who fills the univerſe with his infinite and glo- 
rious preſence; who is all eye, to obſerve their actions; 
all ear, to examine their words. They know not the 
all-ſufficient Redeemer, nor the unſpeakable bleſſedneſs 
of his heavenly kingdom. They are groping for the 
prize of happineſs ; but will certainly graſp the thorn 
f anxiety. They are wantonly ſporting on the 
brink of a precipice ; and are every moment in dan- 
ger of falling headlong, into irretrievable zuin, and 
endleſs deſpair. | 
They have forced me out, and are, perhays, derid- 
ing me in my abſence : are charging my reverence for 
the ever-preſent GOD, and my concern for the digni- 
ty of our rational nature, to the account of humour 
and ſingularity ;- to narrowneſs of thought, or ſour- 
nels of temper.—Be it ſo.—I will indulge no indigna- 
tion againſt them. If any: thing like it S? ariſe, | 
will convert it into prayer—** Pity them, O thou. Fa- 
«« ther of mercies!—-Shew them the madneſs of their 
4 profaneneſs !—Shew them the baſeneſs of their vile 
«« ribaldry !—Let their diſſolute rant be turned into 
« ſilent forrow and confuſion. Till they open ther 
5% lips, to adore thine in/u/ted majeſty, and to implore 


« wy 
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thy gracious pardon. Till they devote to thy ſervice, 
« thoſe ſocial hours, and thoſe ſuperior faculties, 
« which they are now abuſing to the. diſhonour of thy 
name to the contamination of their on ſouls and 
« (unleſs timely repentance n to n = 
« laſting infamy and perdition. ? 


I ride home amidſt the gloomy void: All ah 
and ſolitary, I can ſcarce diſcern my horſe's head; and 
only gueſs out my blind road. No companion, but dan- 
ger; or, perhaps “ deſtruction ready at my fſide*.” 
—But, why do I fancy myſelf ſolitary ? Is not the Fa- 
ther of lights; the Gov of my life; the great and ever. 
laſting friend ; always at my right-hand ? Becauſe the 
ay is excluded, is his omnipreſence vacated? Though 
have no earthly acquaintance near, to aſſiſt in caſe of 
a misfortune; or to beguile the time, and. divert: un- 
eaſy ſuſpicions, by entertaining conferences ; may I not 
ly my help upon the Almighty, and converſe with 
Gov by humble ſupplication ? For this exerciſe, no 
place is improper ; no hour unſeaſonable ; and no poſ- 
ture incommodious. This is ſociety, the beſt of ſociety, 
tren in ſolitude. This is a fund of delights, eaſily 
portable, and quite inexhauſtible. A zrea/ure this, of 
unknown value ; liable to no hazard, from wrong or 
robbery ; but perfectly ſecure, to u. lonely nen 
u the moſt darkſome paths. 

And why ſhould I diſtreſs myſelf with apprehenſions 
of peri ? This acceſs to God, is not only an indefea- 
ible privilege, but a kind of ambulatory garriſon. Thoſe, 
ve make known their requeſt unto Gov, and rely 
pon his protecting care; he gives his Angels charge 
wer their welfare. His Angels are commiſſioned, to 
tort them in their travellin g; and to hold up their 
rings, that they daſh not their foot againſt a ſtone +, 
Nay, he bie! if condeſcends to be their guardian, and 

Keeps 


# Job xvili. 12. + Pfal. xci. 17, 12. 
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«« keeps all their bones, ſo that not one of them i 
broken.“ —Between theſe perſons, and the moſt miſ. . 
Cchievous objects, a treaty of peace is concluded. The 
articles of this grand alliance, are recorded in the book! 
of Revelation; and will, when it is for the real benefitM* 
of believers, aſſuredly be made good, in the admini- 
ſtrations of providence. In that day, ſaith the LORD, 
will male a covenant for them with the beaſts of ib. 
feld, and with the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping” 
things of the ground; and they ſhall be in league with" 
the flones of the fields. Though they fall headlong on 
the flints ; even the flints, fitted to fracture the ſkull," 
ſhall receive them as into the arms of friendſhip ; andi 
not offer to hurt, whom the Logo is pleaſed to pre- 
ſerve. 

May I then enjoy the preſence of this gracious Gov 
and darkneſs and light ſhall be both alike. Let HIM 
whiſper peace to my conſcience ; and this dread filence 
thall be more charming, than the voice of eloquence a 
or the ſtrains of muſic. Let HIM reveal his raviſh* 
ing perfections in my ſoul ; and I ſhall not want thi 
ſaffron beauties of the morn, the golden glories 0 
noon, or the impurpled evening ſky. I fhall ſigh on 

for thoſe moſt deſirable and diſtinguiſhed realms ; where 
the light of HIS countenance perpetually ſhines, and 
conſequently—<* there is + no night there.“ 

How ſurpriſing are the alterations of nature ! I lei 
her, the preceding evening, plain and unadorned 
But, now, a thick rime has ſhed it's hoary honours ove 

all. It has ſhagged the fleeces of the ſheep, and crisp 

ed the traveller's locks. The hedges are richly fringed 

and all the ground js profuſely powdered. The down 
ward branches are taffeled with filver, and the uprigh 

are feathered with the plumy wave, 


T 


fob. v. 23. Hoſ. ii. 18, f Rex. xzi. 2% 


A WINTER-PIECE, 361 


The fine, are not always the valuable. The air, 
- WM emidit all theſe gaudy decorations, is charged with chil.. 
ling and «nwholſome damps. The raw hazy influence 
ſpreads wide ; fits deep; hangs heavy and oppreſſive on 
the ſprings of life. A liſtleſs langour clogs the animal 
functions; and the purple ſtream glides but faintly 
\ {Wibrough it's channels. In vain, the ruler of the day ex- 
, ets his beaming powers: in vain, he attempts to diſ- 
perſe this inſurrection of vapours, The ſullen, malig- 
int cloud refuſes to depart. It envelops the world, 
and intercepts the prope. TI look abroad for the neigh- 
ouring village; I ſend my eye in queſt of the riſing 
Jaret; but am ſcarce able to diſcern the very next 
houſe. Where are the blue arches of heaven? Where 
s the radiant countenance of the ſun? Where the 
boundleſs ſcenes of creation? Loſt, loſt are their beau- 
les; quenched their glories. The thronged theatre of 
the univerſe, ſeems an empty void ; and all it's elegan 
jtures, an undiſtinguiſhed blank.-Thus would it. 
have been with our intellectual views, if the go/pe/ had 
dot come in to our relief. We ſhould have known, nei- 
ther our true good, nor real evil. We had been a riddle 
o ourſelves; the preſent ſtate all confuſion, and the fu- 
ure impenetrable darkneſs. But, the Sun of righte-- 
wſneſs, ariſing with potent and triumphant beams, has 
iſſpated the interpoſing cloud. Has opened a p̃roſpect, 
hore beautiful, than the bloſſoms of ſpring ; more 
hearing, than the treaſures of autumn; and far more 
nlarged, than the extent of the viſible ſyſtem. Which, 
having led the eye of the mind, through fields of grace, 

rivers of righteouſneſs, and hills crowned with. 
nowledge ; terminates, at length, in the heavens ; 
eetly loſing itſelf, in regions of infinite bliſs, and end- 
els glory. 

As I walk along the fog, it ſeems, at ſome little diſ- 
ance, to be almoſt ſolid gloom ; ſuch as would ſhut out 
ery glimpſe of light, and totally impriſon me in ob- 

. ee. , ſcurity. 
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ſcurity. But, when Þ approach, and enter it; I find 
myſelf agreeably miſtaken, and the miſt much 2binner, 
than it appeared. Such is the caſe, with regard to the 
ſufferings of the preſent life; they are not, when expe- 
rienced, ſo dreadful as a timorous imagination ſurmiſ. 
ed. Such alſo is the caſe, with reference to the grati- 
Acations of ſenſe ; they prove not, when enjoyed, ſo ſub- 
ſtantial, as a ſanguine expectation repreſented. In 
both inſtances, we are graciouſly diſappointed. The 
keen edge of the calamity is blunted, that it may not 
wound us with incurable anguiſh : the exquiſite reliſh 
of the proſperity is palled, that it may not captivate our 
affections, and enſlave them to inferior delights. 


Sometimes, the face of things wears a more pleaſing 
form ; the very reverſe of the foregoing. The ſober 
evening advances, to cloſe the ſhort-lived day. The 
firmament, clear and unſullied, puts on it's brighteſt 
blue. The ſtars, in thronging multitudes, and with 
a peculiar brilliancy, glitter through the fair expanſe. 
While the fro pours it's ſubtle and penetrating influ- 
ence, all around. Sharp and intenſely ſevere, all the 
long night, the rigid zther continues it's opzrations. 
When, late and flow, the morning opens her pale eye; 
in what a curious and amuſing diſguiſe, is nature dreſ- 
ſed! The icicles, jagged and uneven, are pendent on 
the houſes. A whitiſh film incruſts the windows, 
where mimic landſcapes riſe, and fanſied figures ſwell. 
The fruitful fields are hardened to iron ; the moiſtened 
meadows are congealed to marble ; and both reſound 
(an effeck unknown before) with the peaſant's haſty 
tread. *' The ſtream is arreſted in it's career, and it's 
ever-flowing ſurface chained to the banks. The fluid 
paths become a ſolid road ; where the finny ſhoals were 
wont to rove, the ſportive youth ſlide, or the rattling 
chariots rol . ng (what won ſeem, to an inhabitant 


of 
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LEraque diſfiliunt vul go. VI 


RS, 


6 . 
ANMINTER-PIEC E. 383 
of the ſouthern world, as unaccountable as the deepeſt 
myſteries of our religion) that very ſame breath of hea- 
ven, which cements the lakes into a cryſtal pavement ; 
(leads the oaks, as it were with inviſible wedges, ** breaks 
in pieces the northern iron and the ſteel;“ even while 
it Iuilds a bridge of icy rock, over the ſeas “. 

The air is all ſerenity. Refined by the nitrous par- 
ticles, it affords the moſt diſtin views, and extenſive 
proſpets. The ſeeds of infection are killed; and the 
fe/tilence deſtroyed, even in embryo. So, the cold of 
ai#ion tends to mortify our corruptions, and ſubdue 
our vicious habits.— The crouding atmoſphere con- 
ſtringes our bodies, and braces our nervss. The ſpirits 
are buoyant, and ſally briſkly on the execution of their 
office. Tn the ſummer- months, ſuch an unclouded ſky, 
and ſo bright a ſun, would have melted us with heat, 
aud ſoftened us into ſupineneſs. We ſhould have been 
ready to throw our limbs under the ſpreading beech, 
and to lie at eaſe by the murmuring brook. But, now, 
none loiters in his path ; none is ſeen with folded arms. 
All is in motion; all is activity. Choice, prompted 
by the weather, ſupplies the ſpur of neceſſity. Thus, 
the rugged ſchool of misfortune, often trains up the 
mind, to a vigorous exertion of it's faculties. The bleak 
climate of adverſity, often inſpirits us with a manly 
reſolution. When a ſoft and downy affluence, perhaps, 
would have relaxed all the generous ſpring of the ſoul; 
and have left it eneryated with pleaſure, or diſſolved in 
indolence, | | : 

« Cold cometh out of the North.” The winds, 
having ſwept thoſe deſarts of ſnow, arm themſelves with 
millions of frozen particles, and make a fierce deſcent 
upon our iſle. Under black and ſcowling clouds, they 

Ii drive 

Job xxxviii. 30. The waters are hid, locked up from the cattle's 

lips, and ſecured from the fiſher's net, as wells were wont to be 


Cloſed wwith a ponderous and impenetrable fore. And not only lakes 
and rivers, but the ſurface of the great deep, with it's reftleſs and un- 


controulable ſurges, is taken captive, ithlekadu by the froſt, and bound. 
Q ſhining fetters. BER W * : 
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drive, dreadfully whizzing, through the darkened air, 
They growl around our houſes ; aſſault our doors; and, 
eagef for entrance, faſten on our windows. Walls can 
ſcarce reſtrain them, bars are unable to exclude them 
through every cranny they force their way. Ice is on 
their wings ; they ſcatter agues, through the land ; and 
winter, all winter, rages as they go. Their breath is 
as a ſearing * iron to the little verdure, left in the 
plains. Vaſtly more pernicious to the tender plants, 
than the ſharpeſt knife ; they kill their branches, and 
wound the very root. Let not the corn venture to peep 
too freely from the entrenchment of the furrow ; let 
not the fruit-bearing bloſſoms dare to come abroad, 
from their lodgment in the bark; leſt theſe murderous 
blaſts intercept and ſeize the unwary ſtrangers, and de- 
ſtroy the hopes of the advancing year. 


O, *tis ſeverely cold ! Who is ſo hardy, as not to 
ſhrink at this exce/ively pinching weather? See, every 
face is pale. Even the blooming cheeks contract a 
gelid hue; and the teeth hardly forbear chattering.— 
Ye that fit eaſy and joyous, amidſt your commodious 
apartments, ſolacing yourſelves in the diffuſive warmth 
of your fire ; be mindful of your brethren, in the chear- 
leſs tenement of poverty. Their ſhattered panes are 
open to the piercing winds ; a tattered garment ſcarce- 
ly covers their ſhivering fleſh ; while a few faint and 
dying embers on the ſqualid hearth, rather mock 
their wiſhes, than warm their lIimbs,—While the ge- 
nerous juices of Oporto, ſparkle in your glaſſes; or the 
ſtreams beautifully tinged and deliciouſly flavoured 
with the Chineſe leaf, ſmoak in the elegant porcelain : 
O remember, that many of your fellow-creatures, : 

| mid 


This, I ſuppoſe, is the meaning of that figurative expreſſion, uſed 
by the prophet Habakkuk;z who, ſpeaking of the Chaldeans invading 
Judæa, fays—Their faces, or the incurſions they make, Mall ſup up, 
mall ſwallow greedily, ſhall devour utterly, the inhabitants of the 
country, and their valuable effects; as the keen, corroding blaſts of 
die Ezſt-rvind, deſtroy every green thing in the field, Hab. i. 9. 
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midſt all the rigour of theſe inclement ſkies, are ema- 
ciated with ſickneſs; benumbed with age; and pining 
with hunger. Let ** their loins bleſs you, for com- 
fortable cloathing. Reſtore them with medicine; re- 
gale them with food; and baffle the raging year. So, 
may you never know any of their diſtreſſes, but only 
by the hearing of the ear ; the ſeeing of the eye; or 
the feeling of a tender commiſeration !—Methinks, the 
bitter bluſtering winds plead for the poor indigents. 
May they breathe pity into your breaſts ; while they 
blow hardſhips into their huts !—Obſerve thoſe blue 
flames, and ruddy coals, in your chimney : quickened 
by the cold, they look more lively, and glow more 
ſtrongly. Silent, but ſeaſonable admonition to the gay 
circle, that chat and ſmile around them ! Thus may 
your hearts; at ſuch a juncture of need, kindle into a 


peculiar benevolence! Detain not your ſuperfluous piles 
of wood. Let them haſten to the relief of the ſtary- 


ing family. Bid them expire in many a willing blaze, 
to mitigate the ſeverity of the ſeaſon, and chear the 
bleak abodes of want. So ſhall they aſcend, mingled 
with thankſgivings to Gop, and ardent prayers for 
your welfare—aſcend, more grateful to heaven, than 
columns of the moſt coſtly incenſe. 


Now the winds ceaſe. Having brought their load, 
they are diſmiſſed from ſervice. They have wafted an 
immenſe cargo of clouds, which empty themſelves in 
ao du. At firſt, a few ſcattered ſhreads come wandering 
down the ſaddened ſky. This ſlight ſkirmiſh is ſucceeded 
by a general onſet. The flakes, large, and numerous, 
and thick-wavering, deſcend. They dim the air, and 
haſten the approach of night. Through all the night, 
in ſofteſt ſilence, and with a continual flow, this fleecy 
ſhower falls. In the morning, when we awake, what a 
ſurpriſing change appears Is this the ſame world ? 
Here'is no diverſity of colour ; I can hardly diſtinguiſh 
the trees, from the hills on which they grow. Which 
are the meadows, and which the plains ? Where are the 

I iz green 
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green paſtures, and where the fallow lands? All things 
lie blended in bright confuſion. So bright, that it 
heightens the ſplendor of day, and even dazzles the or- 
gans of ſight.— The lawn is not ſo fair, as this ſnowy 
mantle, which inveſts the fields; and even the bly, 
was the lily to appear, would look tarniſhed in ir's pre- 
ence. I can think of but one thing, which excels or 
equals the glittering robe of winter. Is any perſon de- 
firous to know my meaning ? he may find it explained 
in that admirable hymn ®, compoſed by the royal peni- 
tent. Is any deſirous to poſſeſs this matchleſs orna. 
ment? He will find it offered to his acceptance, in eve. 
ry page of the goſpel. 


See! (for the eye cannot ſatisfy itſelf, without view- 
ing again and again the curious, the delicate ſcene) See! 
how the hedges are habited, like ſpotleſs veſtals! The 
houſes are roofed with uniformity and luſtre. The 
meadows are covered with a carpet of the fineſt ermine+. 
The groves bow, beneath the lovely burden: and all, 
all below, is one wide, immenſe, ſhining waſte of 
. white.——By deep ſnows, and heavy rains, GOD fealeth 
np the hand of every man. And for this purpoſe, adds 
our ſacred philoſopher, that all men may know his work f. 
He confines them within their doors, and puts a ſtop to 
their ſecular buſineſs : that they may conſider the things 
which belong to their ſpiritual welfare. That, having 
a vacation from their ordinary employ, they may ob- 
ſerve the works of his power, and become acquainted 
with the myſteries of his grace. 


And worthy, worthy of all obſervation, are the works 
of the great Creator. They are prodigiouſly various, and 
perfectly amazing. How pliant and dudile is nature, 

| under 


Can any thing be whiter than ſnow? Yes, ſaith David; if Gop 
be pleaſed to waſh me from my fins in the blood of CuRIS T, I fall be 
even whiter than ſnow. Pal. li. 7. See page 278, 279. > 
+ This animal is milk-white. As for thoſe black ſpots, which we 
generally ſee, in linings of ermine, they are added by the furtier; in or- 
der to diverſify the appearance, or heighten the beauty, of the native 
colour, 4 Job xxxvii. 7. 
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under his forming hand! At his command, the ſelf- 
fame ſubſtance aſſumes the moſt different ſhapes ;/and is 
transformed into an endleſs multiplicity of figures. If 
HE ordains, the water is »:9u/d#d into hail, and diſ- 
charged upon the earth like a volley of ſhot ; or, it is 
conſolidated into ice, and defends the rivers, ** as it were 
e with a breaſt-plate:” At the bare intimation of his 
will, the very ſame element is ſcattered in hoar-froſt,, 
like a ſprinkling of the moſt attenuated aſhes ; or, is 
ſpread over the ſurface of the ground, in theſe couc 
of ſwelling and flaky down. r 


The ſnow, however it may carry the appearance of 


cold, affords a warm garment for the corn; ſcreens it 
trom. nipping froſts, and cheriſhes it's infant growth. 
It will abide for a while, to-exert a protecting care, and 
exerciſe a foſtering influence. Then,. touched by the 
ſun, or thawed by a ſoftening gale ; the furry veſture,. 
melts into genial moiiture ; ſinks deep into the ſoil, and 
ſaturates it's pores with the diſſolving nitre : repleniſh- 


ing the glebe with thoſe principles of vegetative life, 


which will open into the bloom of ſpring, and ripen in- 
to the fruits of autumn. Beautiful emblem this, and 
comfortable repreſentation of the divine word ; both in 
the ſucceſsful, and advantageous iflue of it's operation! 


Hs the rain cometh down, and the ſnow from heaven, and | 


returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh 
it bring forth and bud, that it may give ſeed to the ſower,. 
and bread to the eater : So ſhall my word be, that goeth- 
forth out of my mouth : it ſhall not return unto me void, but 
Hall accompliſh that which I pleaſe, and it ſhall projper- 
in the thing whereunto I ſent it“. 


Nature, at length, puts off hey lucid veil. She drops: 


it, in a trickling aw. The looſened ſmow, rolls 
in ſheets from the houſes. Various openings ſpot the 
hills; which, even while we look, become larger, and: 
more numerous. The trees rid themſelves, by degrees, 
of the hoary incumbrance. Shook from the ſpringing 
; 11 3 boughs, 

® Ifa. ly. 10, 11. 
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boughs, part falls heavy to the ground, part flies a- 
broad in ſhining atoms. Our fields and gardens, lately 
buried beneath the drifted heaps, riſe plain and diſtinct 
to view. — Since we ſee nature once again, has ſhe no 
verdant traces, no beautiful features, left? They are, 
like real friends, very rare; and therefore the more par- 
ticularly to be regarded, the more highly to be valued. 
—Here and there, the Helly hangs out her glowing 
berries ; the /auru/tinus ſpreads her graceful tufts ; and 
both, under a covert of unfading foliage.—The plain, 
but hardy ivy clothes the decrepit, crazy wall; nor 
fthrinks from the friendly office, though the ſkies frown, 
and the ſtorm roars.— The laurel, firm, ere&, and bold, 
expands it's leaf of vivid green. In ſpite of the united, 
the repeated attacks of wind, and rain, and froſt, it 
preſerves an undiſmayed lively look; and maintains it's 
poſt, while withering millions fall around. Worthy, by 
yanquiſhing the rugged force of winter, worthy to adorn 
the triumphant conqueror's brow.—Nor muſt 1 forget 
the bay- tree; which ſcorns to be a mean penſioner, on a 
few tranſient funny gleams ; ; or, with a ſervile obſequi- 
ouſneſs, to vary it's appearance, in conformity to the 
changing ſeaſons. By ſuch indications of ſterling worth, 
and ſtaunch reſolution, reading a lecture to the poet's 
genius; while it weaves the chaplet for his temples.— 
Theſe, and a few other plants, clad with native verdure, 
retain their comely aſpect, in the bleakeſt climes, and 
in the coldeſt months. 

J Such, and ſo durable, are the accompliſhments of a 
refined underſtanding, and an amiable temper. The 
tawdry ornaments of dreſs, which catch the unthink- 
ing vulgar, ſoon become inſipid and deſpicable. The 
rubied lip, and the roſy cheek fade. Even the ſpark- 
ling wit*, as well as the ſparkling eye, pleaſe but for 
A a mo- 


* < How little does Gop eſteem the things that men count 
« great; the endowments of vi: and eloquence, that men admire in 
« ſome! Alas! how poor are they to him! He reſpecteth not any 
* who are wiſe in heart; they are nothing, and leſs thag _ 
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a moment. But the virtuous mind has charms, which 
ſurvive the decay of every inferior embelliſhment. 
Charms, which-add to the fragrancy of the flower, the 
permanency of the ever-green. 


Such, likewiſe, is the happineſs of the ſincerely re- 
ligious ; like a tree, ſays the inſpired moraliſt, «© whoſe 
« leaf ſhall not fall.” He borrows not his peace from 
external circumſtances ; but has a fund within, and is 
e ſatisfied from himſelf*.”** Even though impoveriſh- 
ed by calamitous accidents ; he is rich in the po/z/fon 
of grace, and richer in the hope of glory. His joys are 
infinitely ſuperior to, as well as nobly independent on, 
the tranſitory glow of ſenſual delight, or the capricious 
favours of, what the world calls, fortune. 


If the ſnow compoſes the light-armed troops of the 
ſky ; methinks, the Hail conſtitutes it's heavy artillery +. 
When driven by a vehement wind, with what dreadful 

| impetuoſity, 


46 in his eyes. Even wiſe men admire, how little it is that men 
« know; how ſmall a matter lies under the ſound of theſe popular 
« wonders, a learned man, a great ſcholar, a great ſtateſman. How 
© much more doth the all-wiſe Gop meanly account of theſe! He 
« often diſcovers, even to the world, their meanneſs. He &Gefools 
© them. So valour, or birth, or worldly greatneſs, theſe he gives, 
e and gives as things he makes no great reckoning of, to ſuch as 
6 ſhall never ſee his face; and calls to the. inheritance of glory poor 
« deſpiſed creatures, that are looked on as the cff-ſcourings, and refuſe 
of the world.” . 

——THUS ſays an excellent author; who writes with the moſt ami. 
able ſpirit of benevolence; with the moſt unaffected air of humility z 
and like the ſacred originals, from which he copies, with a majeſtic 
ſimplicity of ſtile. Whoſe ſelect Works I may venture to recommend, 
not only as a treaſure, but as a MINE of genuine, ſterling, evangelical 
piety.ä—See page 520, of Archbiſhop LEIOGHTON 's Selee? Maris, the 
Edinburgh edition, octavo. Which it is neceſſary to ſpecify, becauſe 
the London edition does not contain that part of his wiitings, which 
has ſupplied me with the preceding guotation. 


* Prov. xiv. 14. 


Þ He caſteti forth his ice like morſels. Pſal. cxlvii. 17. Which, 
in modern language, might be thus expreſſed : He poureth his hail 
like a volley of jhot. The word fethim, inadequately tranſlated mor- 
ſels, alludes, I think, to thoſe fragments of the rock, or thoſe /moork 
ftones from the brook, which, in the day of battle, the warriors hurled 
from their ſlings, | 
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impetuoſity, does that ſtony ſhower fall ! how it rebounds 
from the frozen ground, and rattles on the reſounding 
dome | It attenuates the rivers into ſmoke, or ſcourges 
them into foam. It cruſhes the infant flowers ; cuts in 
pieces the gardener's early plants; and batters the fee- 
ble fortification of his glaſſes into ſhivers. It darts into 
the travellers face: he turns, with haſte, from the 
ſtroke ; or feels, on his cheek, for the guſhing blood, 
If he would retreat into the houſe, it follows him even 
thither ; and, like a determined enemy, that puſhes 
the purſuit, daſhes through the crackling panes.—But, 
the fierce attack is quickly over. The clouds have ſoon 
fpent their ſhafts 3 ſoon unſtrung their bow. Happy 
for the inhabitants. of the earth, that a ſally ſo dread- 
fully furious, ſhould be fo remarkably Hort! What elſe 
could endure the ſhock, or eſcape deſtruction? 


But, behold a bow, of no hoſtile intention! A bow, 
painted in varicgated colours, on the diſburdened cloud. 
How vaſt is the extent, how delicate the texture, of that 

'fpowery arch ! It compaſſeth the heavens, with a glori- 
ous circle; and teaches us to forget the horrors of the 
ſtorm. Elegant it's form, and rich it's tincture; but 
more delightful it's ſacred ſignificancy. While the vi- 
olet and the roſe, bluiſh in it's beautiful aſpe& ; the 
olive-branch ſmiles in it's gracious import. It writes, 
in radiant dyes, what the angels ſung in harmonious 
ſtrains; Peace on earth, and good-will towards men.“ 
It is the ſtamp of inſurance, for the continuance of 
ſeed- time, and harveſt ; for the preſervation and ſecurity 
of the viſible world“. It is the comfortable teten +, of 
a- better ftate, and a happier kingdom—a kingdom, 
where fin ſhall ceaſe, and miſery he aboliſhed ; where 
ſtorms ſhall beat, and winter pierce no-more ; but holi- 
neſs, happineſs, and joy, like one unbounded pring, for 
ever, ever bloom. 3 R 64 
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